donday, July 21

Dsar Togue,

You can relax right off Ffor this time I've nary a complaint about
your mail service and am not going to scold you for a single thing.
In fact, I enjoyed vour letter so much and I'm so glad to get the
addrees of Sue and Nub thst I'm in a very grateful “zood toward you
right now. 1I'm going to write Sue tonight, when I finish this,

and w11l give her and Jub the highlights of the news about you (I
cen't write & letter long enough to give all of it in ons aittlng),"
and will tell them you: :asked to be remembered.. |

I do so enjoy hearing about your interv1ews with all ths great of
the lend, and get quite a vicarious thrill out of it. 1I've sasn
so many pictures of Adriral Lehhy and always thought ths trite old
description of "eea dog" seemed to suit exactly. Does he look
like that really? I would'imagine the anecdotal part of his inter-
fiew would be the most interesting, though it might not get your
ariting eny forwarder, if you couldn't print it. ‘And while I'm

~on the subjsct of vour writing, I want to put in my bid right now

for an autographed copy of it when it's published. This I want
very much, so pleasa don't make anv excusea or forgat all ‘about it.

Thers wae a vary brief revien of Merriam s Dark December in the
Lex1ngton papar Sunday, end I'm sanding the elipping to you, though
it hardly saye enough to be of much interesst. I haven't vet had

tims to go over to ths Unlveralty Librarytto sss if thev take
Vilitarv a4ffairs, though I'm nlmost surs they don't. Heowavsr,
keep me informed whenever you burst into prlnt and I ll read it
if I cen p0581b1y get my hards on it. '

Yas, I have a anapshot of you ﬁmth some Ruealans (I think you H&Wd
vou were all: drunk), but it ien't varvery clear chture, For the -
film seems to have been scratchead up a bit. You gave it to me
when vou were in lexington. However, I'm going to hold vou to
your promlaed phote which vou are to have made in the near future.

I hope Msrv Frances gsta a-goad rest-this aummer,-aa‘you thouﬁht‘:
she looksd thin. (In that I envy her, for I'w getting too 1&;ga
for all ay clothes., It dossn't much mattsr atout the clothss,
thOU”h, what with all pictures of fall clothss ankle lunbth, I

will look odd in wming @“V”aY:“ or I can't be buv;mw all new
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L caMNy lungine ¥ T
hall an busy as vmu ara, &wi T navar hﬁlm BNy ti@a e opsn 8 %eum.
G oourse you slwaye ware a night owl end could get by on a lew
hours slesp whereas ['m 8til) a country gal in that respect, among
~thers. Bock revisss are the beet I can sssa b0 do, and I remember
rm@d&mu raviaws ¢f both the Balzac and the Stendhal but duch.gbod
it“did me to read -thém, for I don't remember any* iing they sald
shout the merites of the booke. . The only becolt I've lockaed inte
lately &8 a volume on negro ﬂrt, and that's wostly ‘all pichures.
But, wait, it's not guite that bad. I did get through the book
by Anthony Eden'e bygone cousin -- The Sewi-Attached Caupls. It's
anJans Austen sort of thing and can be read in a couple of hours.

I'm starting on pictures for the third book of the six I havs to
illustrate, which mesns that I can only [linish four at wmost before
I zo to Fulton the middle of August., And that's going to mean that
I wxll havas to spand Saturday zornings and some hours after school
each waek finishing the {1lustrations in the fall. YNobody wminds

as the beoks aren't to be _ublishad until next year, excspt that
after August I go on an hourly wage scale and I can make more
painting portraite then. I've drawn a lot of my friends as some

of the charactsers in the books, and wev ddre include you if ons
turns up that seeme suitable -- and providing I get that photograyh,
and also providing you don't raise holy Ned at the thought.  How

do you thirk you'd do as the fire chief?" Cf had you rather be

the vocational egriculture teacher?

'The woman with whowm I share this apartment has been away a month
‘now, visiting her daughter in New York, and my chief entertainmsnt
during that time has been'eating huge meals in the homes of my
friends, which must account for wmy increasing welght. I hed some
of the bsst 0ld ham Saturdev night that I ever ate. On one or

two nights, though, I got so tired of going out that I stayed in
and cooked meals for ‘myself, much to my surprise. I'd never tried
to cook bafore, emcept breakfast, and I quits amazed myaelf. The

resulte weren't too!'bad —— at least I'm alivaiend kicking. I
haven't tried any crepe suzattss yet, though. " -

T hope you wers conschous of what you were writing when you wrote_“
the last two linas of your letter. T ghall wait and eee._

Sincersly, -
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