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DI;AR MR. SECRETARY: 
I NT RODUCTION. 

For. the first time since assuming this office six 
years ago, it is possible for me to report that the security 
of the United States of America is entirely in our own 
hands. Since my last formal report to you on the state 
of the Army, our forces in Europe, air and ground, 
have contributed mightily to the complete destruction 
of the Axis enemy. In the Pacific, Japan has been 
compelled to sue for an end to the war which she 
treacherously started. For two years the victorious ad­
vance of the United States sea, air and land forces, 
together with those of our allies was virtually .un­
checked. They controlled the skies and the seas and 
no army could successfully oppose them. Behind these 
forces was the output of American farms and factories, 
exceeding any similar effort of man, so that the peoplp 
everywhere with whom we were joined in the fight 
for decency and justice were able to. reinforce their ef­
forts through the aid of American ships, munitions and 
supplies. 

Never was the strength of the American de­
mocracy so evident nor has- it ever b~en so clearly 
within our power to give definite guidance for om • 
course into the future of the human race. And never, 
it seems to me, has it been so imperative that we give 
thorough and practical consideration . to the develop­
ment of a means to provide a reasonaole guaran~ee for 
future generations against the horrors and colossal waste 
of war as well as security for that freedom we recently 
left to the hazard of mere hope or chance. 

The Nation is just emerging from one of its graves£ 
crises. This generation of Americans can still rem~mber 
the black days of 1942 when the-Japanese conquered all 
of Malaysia, occupied Burma, and threatened India 
while· the German armies approached the Volga and the 

.Suez. In those hours Germany and Japan came so close 
to complete domination of the world that we do not yet 
realize how thin the thread of Allied survival had been 
stretched. 

In good conscience this Nation can take little credit 

for its part in staving off disaster in those critical ·days. 

It is certain that the refusal of the British and Russian 

peoples to accept what appeared to be inevitable defeat 

was the great factor in the salvage of our civilization. 
Of almost equal impmtance was the failure of the enemy 

to make the most of the situation. In order to establish 

for the historical record where and how Germany and 

Japan failed I asked General Eisenhower to have his in~ 

telligence officers promptly interrogate the ranking 

members of the German High Command who are now 
our prisoners of war. The results of these interviews are 
of remarkable interest. They give a picture of dissension . 
among the enemy nations and lack of long-range plan­
ning that may well have been decisive factors of this 
world struggle at its most critical moments. 

As evaluated by the War Department General Sta.ff, 
the interrogations of the captured German commanders 
discl9se,the following: • 

The avaiJable evidence shows that H itler's original intent 
was to s;rcate, by a.b;;orption of Germanic peopies in the areas. 
co~tigu::u·s to C}en-~any and by .the strengthening of her new 

fr_onriers, a greater Reich which would dominat.: Europe. To 

this end H itler pursued a policy of opportunism which achieved 
the occupation of the Rhineland, Austria, and Czechoslovakia 
without military. opposition. 

No evidence has yet been found that the German High 
Command had any over-all strategic plan. Although the High 
Co,mmand approved Hitler's policies in principle, his impetuous 
strategy outran German military capabilities and ultimately led 
to Germany's defeat. The history of the German High Com-

• mand from 1938 on is one of constant conflict of personalities 
in which military juclgnient was increasingly subordinated to 
Hitler's personal dictates. The first clash occurred in 1938 and 

resulted in the remov~I of von Blomberg, von Fritsch, and 

Beck. and ,of.:thc )as~ effective conservative influence on German 
foreig11 pqlicy. 

The 2ampaigns in Poland, Norway, France, and the Low 
Countries developed serious diversions between Hitler and the 
General· Staff as to the details of execution of strategic plans. 
In ~acn case: the General Staff favored the orthodox oifensivc, 
H;itler an, unorthodox aftack with objectives deep in enemy 
ter,ritory .. In each case Hitler's views prevailed and the astound­

.ing_success of each succeeding campaign raised Hitler"s military 
prestige to the point where his opinions were no longer chal­
lenged. His mil itary self-confidence became unassailable after 
the victory in France, and he began to disparage substantially 

the ir:je~s of~ his generals e),'.en . in the presence of junior officers. 
Thus . n.o General Staff objection was expressed when Hitler 
made the fatal decision to invade Soviet R\1ssia. 

When Italy entered the ·war Mussolini's s.trategic aims coh­

templated tbe expansion of his empire under-the cloak of German 

militar,y success·. Fteld_ Marshal.Keitel reveals that Italy's decla­

ratiop of war was, .. contrary to her agree111en_t with Germany. 

Both Keitel and _Jodi agree that it was µndes i,ed. From the very 

begin~ng Italy w:is a burden on _the German war potential. 

Dependent upon G~rmany and German-occupied territories for 

oir knd coal Italy Was a const;nt source of' 'economic attrition. 

Mussolini's unilateral action in attacking Greece and Egypt 

forced ·the -Germans into the Balkan arid African campaigns, 

resulting in over~xtension of the German armies which subse­

qm;ntly; became one of the princip:il factors in Germany's defeat. 

, Nor is there evidence of close str:itegic coordination between 

Germany and Japan. The German General Staff recognized 
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that Japan was bound by the neuu:ality pact with Russia but 
hoped that the Japanese would tie down strong British and 
American land, sea, and air farces in the Far East. 

In the absence of any evidence so far to the contrary, it is 
believed that Japan also acted unilaterally and not in accordance 
with a unified strategic plan. 

Here were three criminal nations eager for loot and 
seeking grel!dily to advance their own self-interest by 
war, yet unable to agree on a strategic over-all plan for 
acccomplishing a common obj_ective. 

The steps in the German defeat, as described by cap­
tured members of the High Command, were: 

I. Failure to invade England. Hitler's first mili­
tary set-back occurred when, after the collapse of France, 
England • did not capitulate. According to Colonel 
General Jodi, Chief of the Operations Staff of the Ger­
man High Command, thf campaign in France had been 
undertaken because it was estimated that with the fall 
of France, England would not continue _to fight. The 
unexpectedly swift victory over France and Great 
Britain's continuation of the war found the General 
Staff unprepared for an invasion of England. Al­
though the armistice with France was concluded on 22 

June 1940, no orders to prepare for the invasion of 
Britain were issued prior to 2 July. Field Marshal 
Kesselring stated that he urged the invasion since it 
generally was believed in Germany that England was 
in a critical condition. Field Marshal Keitel, Chief of 
Staff of German Armed Forces,-however, stated that ~e 
risk was thought to be the existence of the Britis~ fleet. 
He said the army was.ready but the air force was limited 
by weather, the navy very dubious. Meanwhile, in the 
air blitz over England the German Air Force had 
suffered irreparable losses from which its bombardment 

arm never recovered. 

2. The Campaign of 194r in the Soviet Union. In 
the Autumn of 1941 after the battle of Vysma, the Ger­
mans stood exhausted but apparently victorious before 
Moscow. According to Jodi, the General Staff of the 
armed forces considered that one. last energetic push 
would be sufficient to finish the Soviets. The German 
High Command had neither envisioned not planned 
for a winter campaign. A sudden change in the 
weather brought disaster. The Red Army defense, a 
terrific s~ow storm, and extremely unseasonable cold in­
the Christmas week of 1941 precipitated the strategic 
defeat of the German armed forces. Impatient of all 
restraint, Hider publicly anpounced that he h ad more 
faith in his own intuition than in the judgment of his 
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military advisors. He relieved the commander in chief 
of the· army, General von Brauschitsch. It was the 
turning point of the war. • 

3. Stal,ingrad. Even after the reverse before Mos­
cow in 1941, Germany. might have avoided defeat had 
it not been for .the campaign in 1942 which culminated 
in the disaster at Stalingrad. Disregarding the military 
lessons of history, Hitler, instead of attacking the Soviet 
armies massed ih the north, personally planned and di­
rected a campaign of which the immediate objectives 
were to deprive the Soviet Union of her vital industries 
and raw materials by cutting the Volga at Stalingrad and 
seizing the Caucasian oil fields. Beyond these concrete 
objectives was evidently the Napoleonic dream of a con­
quest of the Middle East and India by a gigantic double 
envelor:nent with one pincer descending from the Cau­
ca_sus through Tillis and the other from North Africa 
across Egypt, Palestine, and the Arabian desert. The 
campaign collapsed before Stalingrad with the magni­
ficent Russian-defense of that city and in the northern 
foothills of the Caucasus, where a break-down of Ger­
man transport to the front left the German armor stalled 
for 3 weeks for lack of fuel in the critical summer months 
of 1942. Field Marshal Keitel in revie~ing this cam­
paign remarks that Germany failed completely to esti­
mate properly the reserve of Russian industrial and 
productive power east of the Urals. The statement of 
both Keitel and Jodi is that neither was in favor of the 
Stalingrad campaign, but that the recommendations of 
the High Command were overruled by Adolf Hitler. 

4. Invasion of North Africa. Allied landings in 
North Africa came as a sur{Yrise to the German High 
Command. Field Marshal Kesselring, who, at the 
time, was commanding all German forces in the Med­
iterranean except Rommel's desert task force, states that 
his headquarters did expect a landing and had requested 
reinforcement by a division. However, . Kesselring's 
fea·rs were not heeded by Hitler and Goering. Allied 
security and deception measures for the landing opera­
tions were found to have been highly effectiye. Only 
when the Allied Beets and convoys we're streaming 
through the Straits of Gibraltar did the Germans realize 
that something very special was undei: way, and even 
then false conclusions were drawn: either that the 
Allies intended to land in rear of Rommel in the Middle 
East, or that these were British reinforcements en route­
to the Far East, or supplies for starving Malta. Sir 
no advance preparations had been made by the G 
mans to repel such an Allied invasion of North Afri 

i 
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. - ~ - • : -'::: ·, , :. ~,::.!.'<tcr th~ _-\ \lies suffered from 
:··:~~.:-_ ,-::- .:on:ir,ued, however, be­

: . • ·- ; ~~ -:-:~: l now states, since evacua­
_- : .=;c.:-rn:ins had only the choice 

-: .. 1~ iri1.w,:,1: oj F ranee. All German headquar­
ters ~xpected the Allied invasion of France. According 
to Colonel General Jodi, both the general direr:tion and 
the strength of the initial assault in Normandy were 
correctly estimated; but Field Marshal Keitel states that 
the Germans were not ~ure exactly where the Allies 
would strike and considered ~rittany as more probable 
because1 of the three ·major U-boat bases located in that 
region. Both agree that the belief 0£ the German High 
Command that a second assault would be launched, 
prob~bly-by an Army under General Patton, held large 
German forces in the Pas de· Calais area. Both Keitel 
and Jodi b,elieved that the 'invasion could be repulsed 
or at worst contained, and both named the Allied air 
arm as' the-decisive factor in the German iailure. 

Prior to the invasion, important divergencies of 
opinion developed between Field Marshal von Rund­
stedt, Commander in Chief West, and Rommel, com­
mander of the threatened Army Group. Rundstedt de­
sired to hold his armored forces in a group around Paris 
and in Eastern France; Rommel to push them forward 
to positions in readiness close to the coast. The Rommel 
view prevailed. Von Rundstedt was subsequently re-. 
lieved by Colonel General Von Kluge. 

Soon after the Allied capture of Cherbourg, dis­
sension again broke out in the High Command. Von 
Kluge and Rommel wished to evacuate all Southwest­
ern France, blocking or destroying its usable ports. 
They believed that a continuation of the fight in Nor­
mandy could only end with the destruction of their 
Western Armies and that they should withdraw before 
disintegration began. Von Kluge recommended de­
fense on the general line: lower Seine-Paris-Fontaine­
bleau-Massif Central. Hitler refused to accept this rec­
ommendation, relieved Kluge from command, and re­
appointed von Rundstedt as Commander in Chief West. • 
Under direct instructions, Rundstedt continued the bat­

·tle of Normandy to its final denouement. Hitler him­
self ordered the A vranches-Mortain counterattack and 
was much surprised when it completely failed. Keitel 
expresses further surprise at the audacious exploitation 
of the _American break-through at Av ranches during this 
counterattack, and particularly of the thrust towards 
Brest. 

6. The Ardennes Counterattack, The German of­
fensive in December 1944 was Hitler's personal concep­
tion. According to Jodi, the objective of the attack was 
Antwerp. It was hoped that overcast weather would 
neutralize Allied air superiority, and that an exception­
ally rapid initial breal:-through could be achieved. 
Other German officers bel:eve that this operation was 
reckless in the extreme, in that it irreparably damaged 
the comparatively fresh armored divisions of the Sixth 
Panzer Army, the principal element of Germany's stra­
tegic reserve, at a moment when every available reserve 
was needed to repulse the expected Soviet attack in the 
East. 

7. The Crossing of the Rhine. Even after the fail­
ure of the German counteroffensive in the Ardennes, 
the Germans believed that the Rhine line could be held. 
The loss of the Remagen bridge, however, exploded .. 
this hope. The entire Rhine defensive line had to be 
weakened in the attempt to contain the bridgehead, and 
the disorderly German retreat in the Saar and Palatinate 
rendered easy the subsequent drive eastward of the 
Allied Armies towards Hamburg, Leipzig, and Munich. 

Not only were the European partners of the Axis 
unable to coordinate their plans and resources and agree 
within their own nations how best to proceed, but the 
eastern partner, Japan, was working in even greater dis­
cord. The Axis, as a matter of. fact, existed on paper 
only. Eager to capitalize on the preoccupation of the 
western powers in Europe, Japan was so greedy for her 
own immediate conquests that she laid her strategy, 
not to help Germany defeat Russia and Great Britain, 
but to accumulate her own profit. Had the way been 
open Germany and Japan would have undoubtedly 
joined their armies in Central Asia, but to Japan this 
objective was secondary to looting the Far East while 
there was no real force to stop her. The War Depart­
ment General Staff'.s analysis of ·Japanese objectives 
follows: • 

The Japanese, for many years, bolstered by a fanatical belief 
in divine guidance and their own spiritual and military suprem­
acy, bad planned the do_minatioo of the Far East and eventually 
the world. Japan in her inland empire was not self-sufficient. 
She required broader land areas and access to oil, rubber, and 

other raw materials if she were to become a major industrial 

world power. This principle of expansion was outlined in the 

"Tanaka Memorial" purportedly a secret memorandum pre­

pared for Hirohito by the Jap Premier. in 19::1.7. Authentic or 

not, it provided the pattern which Japan has followed, culrninat• 

ing.in the great Pacific conBict. 

Strategically, J~pan was well poised in 1941 to carry out 

her aims in Asia. All the major world powers who normally 
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maintained the status quo in Asia were absorbed in the war in 
Europe. France had been overrun and eliminated. England 
was threatened by German invasion. T!ie U. ·s. S. R. was at­
tempting to repel a German invasion on her Western front reach­
ing to the gates of the capital. The United States had become the 
Arsenal of Democracy, with major efforts directed toward the 
support and preservation of our European Allies. 

The Tripartite Pact had been signed, giving Japan a free 
hand in Asia. She had a large and relatively well-equipped 
army and a moderately good air force well trained by actual 
combat in China. She had obtained by forced agreement a stag­
ing area ,in French Indo-China. She had a fairly large navy 
especially strong in the transport craft available. She had ac­
cumu'iated by great national economy a good stockpile of stra­
tegic m:iteriels at home for the initial effort and with each suc­
cessive ·conquest she obtained new and important areas from 
which other supplies of mat~rials could be drawn, such as oil, 
rubbe.r, and metal.. The Japanese mistakenly bdieved in the 
hearty cooperation of "liberated" peoples of the so-called Greater 
East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere with their huge labor pools. 
Japan considered herself ready to strike,. 

Japan's objective was the conquest, consolidation, and even­
tuai domination of the whole Far East. She intended to make 
her conquest in ·a rapid surprise drive which would overpower 
aU resistance, to form an iron ring of outer defenses against 
which the spiritually inferior, pacifistic combination of opponents 
could beat themselves into weariness, while she consolidated her 
gains at leisure. 

The best estimate of Japan's plan for' the accomplish­
ment of her objectives appears to be the following : 

r. Neutralize or destroy the U. S. Pacific Fleet py 
an attack on Pearl Harbor. 

2. Drive rapid! y south overcoming the Philippines 
and the Southwest ;rnd South Pacific Islands in order 
to cut sea routes of supply or attack from the East. and 
gain the vast natural resources of the East Indies. 

3. Cut China's supply line from the west by an in­
vasion of Bmma. 

4. Form a flank by the seizure of the naval base of 
Singapore and the islands of Sumatra and Java. 

5. Isolate or possibly invade Australia. 
6. Invade the Hawaiian Islands via Midway. 
7. Invade the Aleutian Islands to form a northern 

flank, dependent on initial successes and retained mo­
mentum. 

8. Bring the American North west under aerial 
bombardment, raid our Vlest Coast aviation industries, 
and then seize critical areas. 

9. Stimulate unrest to eventual revolution in India. 
The r apanese strategic plan initially failed when 

she missed the opportunity of landing troops on Hawaii, 
capturing ·Oahu and the ·important" bases there, and 
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denying us a necessary focal point from which ~,:., ,:. _:_ ::. 
operations in the Wes tern Pacific. 

Thert can be rro doubt that the greed and the rni_'­
takes of the war-making nations as well as the heroJC 
stands of the British and Soviet peoples saved the United 
States a war on her own soil. The•crisis had come and 
passed at Stalingrad and El Alamein before this Nation 
was able to gather sufficient resources to participate in 
the fight in a determining manner. Had the U.S. S. R. 
and the British Army of the Nile been defeated in 1942, 
as they well might if the Germans, Japanese, and 
Italians had better coordinated their plans and resources 
and successive operations, we should have stood today 
in the western hemisphere confronted by enemies who 
controlled a greater part of the world. 

Our close approach to that terrifying situation 
should have a sobering influence on Americans for gen­
erations to come. Yet, this is only a prelude of what 
can be expected so _long as there are nations on earth 
capable of waging total war. 

On 6 August the entire world learned from Presi­
dent Truman's announcement that man had entered 
into a new era- that atomic power had been har­
nessed. 

This discovery of American scientists can be man's 
greatest benefit. And it can destroy him.. It is against 
the latter terrible possibility that this nation must pre­
pare or perish. Atomic power will affect the peaceful 
life of eve_ry individual on earth. And it will at the 
same time affect every instrument and technique of 
destruction. But the atomic bomb is not alone among 
the scientific advances that make the possibilities of 
the future so terrifying. The development of aircraft 
and rockets and electronics has become equally in­
credible. In order to prevent any possible misconcep­
tion of the terrible potentialities qf the future, I asked 
the Commanding General of the Army Air Forces to 
prepare an estimate of the capabilities of other modern 
weapons. His repor.t is confined to the certainties l:iut, 
as is obvious from the atomic bomb, the developments 
of the _war have been so incredible that wildest imagi­
nation will not project us far from the target in estimat­

ing the future. Much of the information has until now 
properly been classified highly secret in our develop­
ment research laboratories, at our testing establishments, 
or in the combat units. However, it is now so impor­
tant that the people of the United States realize the 
possibilities of the future, that I here quote from Gen­
eral Arnold's report: 
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At the start of this war we had bombers capable of 200 miles 
per hour with a combat radius of 900 miles, effective operational 
ceilings of 24,000 feet, and bomb load capacity of 6,000 pounc.ls. 
Today our development of this type aircraft has given us bombers 
capable of carrying 20,000 pounds of bombs to targets r,600 miles 
away at speeds of 350 miles an hour and altitudes of over 35,000 
feet. Radar has improved our bombing technique so that we 
can now attack a target effectively even though it be obscured 
by weather or darkness. We will produce within the next few 
years jet-propelled bombers capable of Byi~g 500 to 600 miles 
an hour to targets 1,500 miles away at altitudes of over 40,000 
feet. Development of even greater bombers capable of operating 
at stratospheric altitudes and speeds faster than sound and carry­
ing bomb loads· of more than roo,ooo pounds already is a cer­
tainty. These aircraft will have sufficient range to· attack any 
spot on the earth and rerurn to a friendly base. 

In i941 our propeller-driven fighters were limited to speeds 
of 300 miles an hoµr, a range 200 to 300 miles, and effective ceil­
ings of 20,000 feet. Today our conventional fighters have.speeds 
of 500 niiles an hour, combat ranges of 1,300 miles, and effective 
ceilings of 35,000 feet. lmprovemc:nt of our jet fighters may well 
produce within the next five years an aircraft capable of the speed 
of sound and of reaching targ.cts 2,000 miles away at altitudes 
of aboYe 50,000 feet. When the barrier of compressability has 
been hurdled, as it sureiy will be, there is no practic.able limit 
tci the speed of piloted aircraft. 

At the onset .of this war demolition bo_mbs ranged in size 
from 20 to 2,000 pounds with a few light case 4,000 pound 
blast bomb~. The explosive filling of thest b:imbi.- was standard 
TNT. During the war, ·new bombs have been developed the 

entire range from small 4-pound antipersonnel missiles to 

22,000 pound deep penetration city smashers. At this very 

moment we are making a single bomb weighing 45,000 pounds 
to keep pace with the: bomber, already under construction. 

which will carry such a load. Air ordnance engineers have• 
blueprinted a bomb weighing 10~1000 pounds. 

When World War II began we had no rockets. So far 
the most spectacular rocket of the war has been the V-2. Thi; 

weapon has extended artill«;-ry range to 200 miles with little 
sacrifice in accuracy. Defense ngainst such weapons requires 

piloted and pilodess aircraft capable of fantastic speeds, or 

powered missiles capable of find ing,· intercepting, and destroying 
the attacker in the air and at his launching sites or by methods 

and devices as yet undeveloped. We can direct rockets to 
targets by electronic devices and new instruments which guide 

them accurately to sources of heat, light, and magnetism. 

Drawn by thc-ir own fuses such new rockets will streak un­

erringly to the heart of big factories, attracted by the heat of the 
furnaces. They are so sensitive that in the space of a large room 
they aim themselves toward a man who enters, in reaction to 
the heat of his body. 

All of these weapons and their possible combinations· make 

the air approaches of a country the points of extreme danger. 

Ma~y Americans do not yet understand the full implication of the 

formless rubble of Berlin and of the cities of Japan. With the 

continued de\'elopment of weapons and techniques now known 

to us, the c1ucs of New York, Pittsburgh, Detroit, Chicago, 
or San Francisco may be subject to annihilation from other 
continents in a matter of hours. 

The Navy, now the strongest in the world, will protect our 
shores against nttack from ::iny amphibious enemy who might 
challenge through the sea approaches, but we must also now be 
prepared· to oppose stratospheric envelopment with the tech­
niques and weapons discussed above. It is clear that the only 
defense against this kind of warfare is the ability to attack. We 
mu5t secure our Nation by ourselves developing and" maintaining 
these weapons, troops, and techniques required to warn ag­
gressors and deter them from launching a modern devastating 
war against us. 

\ 

With the realization of these facts will also come a 
highly dangerous and attractive doctrine. It will be 
said that to protect itself this nation need only rely on 
its machine power, that it will not_ need manpower. 

This doctrine will be closely akin to the doctrine of 
negative defense which destroyed France. .The folly of 
the Maginot line was proved early in the war but too 
late to save France. The folly of the new doctrine 
whicli. has already begun to take shape in the thinking 
of many Americans would also be proved early-but 
probably too late to save America. 

. The only effective defense a nation can now main­
tain is the power of attack. And that power cannot be in 
machinery alone. There must be men to man the 
machines. And there must be men to come to close 
~rips with the enemy and tear his operating bases and 
his productive establishment away from him before 
the war can end. 

The classic proof of this came in the battle of Britain. 
Even with the magnificent.fighter defense of the Royal 
Air Force, even with the incredible efficiency of the fire 
of thousands of antiaircraft guns, controlled and aimed 
by unerring electronic instruments, the British Islands 
remained under the fire of the German enemy until 
the final stages of the war. 

Not until the American and _British armies crossed 
the channel and seized control of the enemy's territory 
was the hail of rockets lifted from England. Not until 
we had physical possession of the launching sites and 
the factories that produced the V weapons did these 
attacks cease. 

Such is the pattern of war in the 20th Century. If 
this nation is ever again at war, suffering, as Britain 
did in this war, the disastrous attacks of rocket-propelled 
weapons with explosive power 'like our own atomic 
bomb, it will bleed ahd suffer perhaps to the point of 
annihilation, unless we can move armies of men into 
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the enemy's bases of 'operations and seize the site~ from 
which he launches his attacks . . -

There is no easy way to win wars when two op­
ponents are even remotely well matched. There is no 
easy way to safeguard the nation or preserve the peace. 
In the immediate years ahead the United Nations 
will unquestionably devote their sincere energies to 
the effort to establish a lasting peace. To my mind 
there is now greater chance of success· in this effort 
than ever before in history. ~ertainly the implications 
of atomic explosion will spur men- of judgment as they 
have never before been pressed to seek a method 
whereby the peoples of earth can live in peace and 
justice. 

However, these hopes are by no means certainties. 
If man does find the solution for world peace it will 
be the rriost revolutionary reversal of his record we 
have ever known. Our own responsibilities to these 
efforts are great. Our diplomacy must be wise and it 
must be stro_ng. Nature tends to abhor weakness. The 
principle of the survival of the fit is generally recog­
nized. If our diplomacy is not backed by a sound 
security pol-icy, it is, in my opinion, forecast to failure. _ 
We have tried since the birth of our. nation to promote 
our love· of peace by a display of weakness. This 
course has failed us utterly, cost us millions of lives 
and billions of treasure. The reasons are q;ite under­
s~andable. The :""orld does not seriously regard the 
desires of the weak. ·-Vleakness presents too great a 
temptatiq.p to the strong, particularly to the bully who 
schemes for wealth and power. • 
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·we must, if we are to realize the hopes we may 
now dare have for lasting peace, enforce our will for 
peace with strength. We must make it clear to the 
potential gangsters of the world that if they dare break 
our peace they will do so at their great perif. 

Tfiis Nation's destiny clearly lies in a sound per­
manent security policy. In the W~ Department's 
proposals there are two essentials: (I) Intense scientific 
research and development; (2) a permanent peacetime 
citizen army. I will discuss these e·ssentials in deta_il 
later in this report. The importance of scientific re­
search is the most obvious to the civilian, but the im­
portance of a peacetime _ citizen -army based on 
universal military ·training is of greater importance, 
in my opinion. 

Nothing will contribute more to an ).mderstanding 
of the needs of future security than a clear understand­
ing of what has occurred in this war, the strategic deci­
sions, the reasons for them, and the operations by which 
they were executed. The press and radio have -give~ 
the American people a thorough day-by-day account ·of 
the progress of the war within the limitati~ns_ of neces­
sary security; neve~ before ti.ave the details of military 
campaigns been so quickly, so accurately, and so com­
pletely reported. Yet because of the very_ bulk of the in­
form~tion plus_ th~ blank spots of essential secrecy it has 
been difficult for the public to place the developments 
in their proper perspective. It now becomes po;sible to • 
examine them in retrospect with all' emphasis more 
nearly approaching that which history is likely to give 
them. 
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VICTORY IN EUROPE 
The Strategic Concept 

The period covered by my first two Biennial Re­
ports was~ time of great danger for the United States. 
The eleme'nt on wh·ch th • f th. . 1 e security o 1s nation most 
depended was time-time to organize our tremendous 
rcsour d • ces an time to deploy them overseas in a world-
wide_ war. We. were given this time through the 
heroic ~cfusal of the Soviet and British peoples to col­
lapse under the smashing blows of the Axis forces. 
They bought this time for us with the currency of 
blood and courage. Two years ago our margin of 
safety was still precarious but the moment was rapidly 
approaching when we would be prepared to deal with 
our enemies on the only ·terll}s they understood­
overwhelming power. 

In no other period of Americaa history have the 
colors of the United States been carried victori~usly on . 
'iO IIla.Q.y battlefic~. It is with profound satisfaction 
and gi:eat pride in the troops and their leaders that this 
.ccpon is submitted on the campaigns which crushed . 
i taly, Germany and Japan. • 

It is DttcsS?IY to. an understanding of the Army's · 
1¥1icipatiori in these campaigns that reference be made 

·o the decisions whicli launched them. The forces of . 
•he United States and Great Britain · were deployed 
'1!ldcr a single strategi~ control exercised by the group 
...nown as the Combined Chiefs of Staff. As described 

_. a previous re-port, this strucrure of Allied control 
as conceived at the conference of December 1941, 

·hen P~e Minister Churchill, accompanied by the 
·f,_jcfs of the British Navy, Army, and Air Forces, came 
,., Washington and met with the President and • the 
JDcrican Chiefs of Staff. It was the .most complete 
.illic.ation of military e.ff ort ever achieved by two 
'lied nations. Strategic direction of all the forces 
- both nations, the allocation of manpower and 
•mitions, the coordination of communications, the 

"'ntrol of military intelligence, and the administra-
vn of captured areas all were accepted as joint 

... ponsibilitics. -~ • ; I . '. ·:· . • i 

The President and the Prime Mirustcr, with the ad­
e of. the Combined Chids of Staff, made the dccisi~n 
his first conference that our resources would be con-

centrated first to defeat Ger.many, the greater and closer 
enemy, and then Japari. • 

In April 19.µ, President Roosevdt directed_ me to 
proceed to London, ~ccompanied by Mr• ~a~ry ~op­
kins for a conference with the Prime M1ruster, the 
Wa; Cabinet, and the British Chiefs of Staff, regarding 
the tentative plan for the invasion of the continent-in a 
cross-Channel operation. There a general agreement 
was reached. that the final blow must be delivered 
acr~ss the English Channel and eastward through the 
plains of western Europe. At that time the Re~ Army 
was ·slowly falling back. under the full fury of th~ Ger­
man assault, and it was accepted at the London Con­
ference that everything practicable must be done to 
reduce the pressure on the Soviet lest she collapse and 
the door be opened wide for a ' complete CQilquest of 
Europe and a probable juncture with the Jap:l.{lese in 
the Indian Ocean. · 

In the discussions at this conference, a tentative 
target date for the cross-Channel operations, designated 
by the code name ROUNDUP, was set for the summer 
of 1943. However, the immediate necessity for an emer­
gency plan was recognized. It was given the code 
name SLEDGEHAMMER, and was to provide for a_ 
diversionary assault on the French coast at a much 
earlier date if such a desperate measure became nece~ 
sary to lend a hand toward saving the situation on the 
Soviet front. • 

Herc the Western Allies faced a shortage which 
was to plague us to the final day of the ~ar in Europe­
the shortage of assault craft, LST's, LCI's, and smaller 
vessels. At least. six divisions would be required for 
a diversionary action in order to be of ·any assistance 
to the Red Army, and all the resources of England and 
the United States were searched for vessels or barges 
that could be employed in the Channel. Outboard 
m~tors and marine en~es in pleasure craft in the 
United States were appropriated for this purpose. An 
extensive building program for landing craft was 

• agreed upon; which necessitated a heavy cut-back or 
• delay in th·e construction then underway of certain 

major combat ships for the Pacific Fleet. Also there 
were added to the production program in the United 
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States ~ great many items which wou]d be required 
for bu~d-up-engineering and railroad . equipment 
and rolling sto k • 1· h • • . . . c . , pipe mes; osp1tal set-ups, commu-
ntc_ation materiel, and a multitude of items to be re­
qu_i~ed for airfields; camps, docks, and depots in the 
British Isles for the actual Channel crossing and for the 
support of our troops once they were in France. 

In June, the Prime Minister and General Sir Alan 
F. Brooke, Chief of the Imperial General. Staff, re­
turned to Washington for a further discussion of 
SLEDGEHAMMER and ROUNDUP, and a possible 
0_peration in the Mediterranean. During these discus­
sions, the AIJied situation in North Africa took a more 
seri?us turn, culminating in the. loss of Tobruk. The 
discussions thereafter were devoted almost ·exclusively 
to the measures to be taken tQ meet the threat facing 
Cairo, Rommel's forces having been. checke~ with dif­
ficulty on the El Alamein line. F~ther advances by 
his Afrika Korps, with its Italian reinfot~ements, and 
German successes along the southeas~ern portion ·of the 
Soviet front threatened a complete collapse in the "Mid­
dle East, the loss of the Suez Canal and the vital oil 
supply in the vicinity of Abadan. It w'as a very black 
hour. • • •• 

• In July, Admiral Ki.pg and I went to London for 
further meetings with the British Chiefs of Staff; to 
determine if there were not something that could . be 
done immediately to Jessen the pressure on the Soviet, 
whose armies were facing a crisis. Poverty.'of equip- . 
mcnt, c;pecially in landing craft, and the sh~~t pe~iod 
remaining when the weather wduld permit cross­
Cha~ne) movement of smaJI cr~ft, ~led out the diver­
sionary operation SLEDGE~~R for 1942: • : , 

• After prolonged "disc~~sions, it became evident t!1a~ 
the only operation' that could be undertaken with a 
fair prospect of success that, y~ was TORCH, the 
assault . on North . Africa. . Landings ther.e . would 
be a· ]~ng way fr~m ~er.many, but s~ul~ serve to 
divert at least som~ German pressure from the Red 
Army, and would. ~atcrially ~pro~e- the critical sit­
oation ,in ·the Middle East . . It was therefore decided, 
wiili the approval. of the President jllld the Prime Min­
ister~ to ~unt • the North African assault at the earliest 
possible moment, accepting th~. fact that this would 
mean not only the abandonment of the ~ssibility for 
any operation in,_Western Europe that year, but that 
the _necessary build-up-_ for the c,ross-Channcl a~sault 

could not be .. completed in 1943. . T~RCH would 

bleed most of our resources in, the Atlantic, and.would 
confine us in the Pacific to -the holding of the Hawaii­
Midway ·line and the p.feservation of communications 
to Australia. • 

General Eisenhower, who was then established 
with his headquarters in London, directing th,c plan-. 
ning -and assembling of American resources, was, with 
the generous acceptance of tht British Govern.merit, 
appointed Commander in Chief of the British and 
American Forces whi~h were to carry out the landings 
in North Africa. On 13 August he re~eived the formal 
directive to proceed with the operation. The target 
date was ~xed for early November. . 

We have since learned that the German plan at 
that time was to attempt the defeat of Britain by aerial 
bombardment and by destruction of her army and re­
s~urces in the Middle East. C.Olonel General Jodi, 
Chief of the German Armed Forces Operations Staff, 
has disclosed that it was Hitler's plan td break through 
Stalingrad and· Egypt,' and join these two salients in the 
Middle· East. • 

The heroic defehse • of Stalingrad and General 
Montgomery's ~rushing defeat of Rommc;I :it El Ala­
mein dislocated these gigantic pincers. The further 
development of the operations in North Africa from 
the east and • the west, and the Soviet offensive from 
the Volga proved to be the turning points at which the 
Axis ·was forced on the strategic_ defensive. 
' . Iri January 1943, the President and the P~-ime Min. 
ister, with the Combined Chiefs of Staff, met ~t Casa~ 
b]anca. • It was.· then apparent that our North African 
operati~n was i:o be successful, even beyond ori~al 
calculations.· Tunisia was a lur~ into which the Ger­
man· ·command continued to pour great quantities of 
men arid materiel, commitments that were certain ·to 
be disastrous for the enemy once the ·winter rains 
ceased and the low clouds over the Sicilian Strait 
cleared, in the face of overwhelming Allied· superiority 
on the sea and in the air.' At the conclusion ·of the 
North African campai~, enemy killed and captured 
numbered 349,206 Italian and German troops, and there 
had been captured or de.stroyed on land alone 'nearly 
200,000 tons of enemy materiel. • 

The problem before the Chiefs of Staff at Casa­
blanca was the next movement to be made foUowing . 
the completion of the ·Tunisian campaign. It still 
would have b&n preferable to close immediately 
with the German enemy io Western Europe o~ even 
in Southern France had that been possible of achievc-
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ment • with the resour~es th 
Eisenhower It w en available to General 

• as not. 
Axis control of the M d" 

entire reach of th the tterranean islands and the 
Franco's Spain to; s~u . ern. coast of Europe from 
a1so across the M di ur ey denied our communications 
· • e terr.mean and forced our shipping 
mto a 1:2,000-mile d t H • . c our around the Cape of Good 

ope. The United States was still involved in the 
process of a yast mobilization. The Chiefs of Staff 
therefor~ considered whether we had the strength to 
~ove ~u-c:ctly to Italy or what might be the best in-
ermc:d1_ary steps. .It was decided to assault . Sicily 

( operation HUSKY) and, with the approval of the 
Heads of State, General Eisenhower was advised on 
23 January: 

The ·ec;111bincd Chiefs of Staff have resolved that an at­
tack against Si_cily wilJ be launched in 1943 with the target 
date as the period of the &vorable July moon. • 

Even ~OU~~ a full-sea~~ . Me~terranean campaign 
now was unmment, it was resolved at Casablanca to 
resu~e amassing in the U~ted Kingdo~ as 'quickly 'as 
possible the forces necessary to invade Western Europe. 
This_ build-up was.· to be one of the most tremendous 
logistical undertakings in military history. _. . . 

It required provision for the transportation, shel~ 
ter, hospitalization, supply, training, and· general wel­
fare of 1,200,000 men who had to be embarked in the 

• United States and transport~d across the submarine 
infested Adantic to • the United Kingdom. The hos. 
pita) plan alone, for example, called for 94,000 beds in 
existing installations," conversions, . and new construc­
tion; The program was later increased by tent accom­
modations for 30,000 more beds. Living quarters had 
to be furnished for the assault forces and their supply 
troops. There had· to ·be provision for :20,000,000 s~uare 
feet of covering, storage, and shop space, and·-44,000,000 . 
square feet of open storage an~ hard standings. , Parks 
for 50,000 military vehi~lcs were planned; 270 iniles of 

railroad had to be constructed.. More than :20,000 rail-
• •oad cars and r,~ locomotives were to be shipped to 

•he United Kingdom. The Air Forces required 163 
'ic:Jds se~en c~nters for combat crews and replacements, 

"cco~odations for 450,000 men, and 8,500,000 square 

ccct of storage and shop space. 

T • thirds of the vast program of air installation w~ . . d 
.cquircd . new· construction · by• Brit.is~. an~ Unite 
..,€ates ~gillccrs. At the same time the; m!as1on o~r­

,aom .r~uired q_etailcd plall;11ing for the mstalla.ti~ns 

we would have to build once ashore in France-hos­
pitals, depots, shops, railroads, pipelines, and· bridging 
materials. There was stored in the United Kingdom, 
for example, all the construction materials necessary 
to rehabilitate completely the port of Cherbourg, the 
destruction of which was inevitable. 

By Juiy 1943 the flow. of ~atcricl lrom the United 
States to B"ritain had reached 753,000 tons a month 
which later was to increase to 1,900,000 tons in the 
morith ·preceding the attack. It was necessary to con­
struct and. to allocate from existing resources a total 
of 3,78o assault • craft of various· types and 142 cargo 
ships. A great many of the assault' craft were ocean-
going vessels. . • 

• Not unmindful that an invasion. across the E~glish 
Channel against an entrenched German Aimy was an 
operation unequaled in possibility for a major disaster, 
the Allied commanders decided to undertake the great 
strategic bombardment lhat was to weaken Ger­
many miijtarily, industrially, and economically: It 
was cl~ from ·the· start that this program would 
require the tremendous resources of both American 
and British manpower and that critical shipping re­
quired f!)r the build-up .of the ground forces in Eng­
land would have to be diverted from this purpose. The 
strategic bombardment of Germany was to be the 
mightiest air assault ever ccnccivcd. It is now certain 
that the decision was a sound one. • 

Accordingly, at Casablanca the American and 
British arr force commanders were directed to launch 
and . increase steadily the: intensity of an assault that 
·would ·c~ntinuc day by day, around the do~k, t~ re­
dul~ the: • ~nemy's ~apacity to resist whe·n our armies 
w~Jd come to grips with the German· Army on the 
continent. In order of priority, targets for the long­
~ange heavy bombei:s were submarine constructi<;>n 
yards, the aircraft industries,. transportatiou, oil plants, 
and other critical enemy war industries. 

Before the. assault of Sicily -was. actually under­
taken, the President, the Prime Minister, and the· Com­
bined Chiefs of Staff met again in Washington in May: 
This meeting, designated the TRIDENT Co~erence, 

may prove to be one of the most historic military con­

claves of this war, for here the specific strategy to which 

the movements of the land, sea, and a~ forces of the 
Amencan and British Allies conformed was trans­
lated into furn commitments. · ·There ·were changes 

m detail and technique after the TRIDENT Con• 
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ference, but the Pacific strategy was sustained, and . Nor was Japan heglectcd at the TRIDENT Con-
the_ lirst great objective, the defeat. of the European ference. It was decided to maintain an unremitting 
Axis, ?ermany and Italy, and their satellites, was ac- offensive pressur~. on the Japanese even while our 
comphshed. . forces closed irl to deliver the knock-out blow to Italy 

It was·at this Conference that the combined Chil:fs and we were gathering the tremendous rcsourc~ .in 
of Stalf decided to extend Allied influence in th~ Medi- •• the United Kingdom that.would be necessary to force -
te~ranean to the point where Italy ~ould be forced t~ the continent. Japan would be approached both from 
withdra~ from the war. _ They also 'approved the plap • , the west and from the cast. On the Asiatk mainland 
of the Un~ted States Army ~ir Porcet ~o-~trike Ger- it was determ.ined to. build up the Bow of JI13tcricl to· , . 
many_ a ~enous blow by r~ducmg her great 011 resources - Chio.a via the air route over the "hump" and to initiate 
at Ploesti. The first effective attack was carried out on . I d d . . • tab•=·-h surfa• cc 

A .,, . ·,. aggressive an an air operanons to recs us 
1 ugust 1943 by a force of 178 B-24 heavy bombers. . . • "th bcl d Ch' In .th o I . - commumcat1ons w1 cagucre LQ.a. • e ur o~ses· were h_cavy, 54 bombers, but the cost to . . • .. . • • 
Germany's b'l"t h • d arf Paci.fie, General MacArthur and Adm.ual N1n11tz were • a 1 1 y to wage mec aruzc w are . was . .. . .. •. - . . 
immense. • The Axis had been obtaining 3,ooo,OOQ tons ~lfe~tcd t~ move aga.U1st the Japa~esc _outer _d~~enscs, 
of oil a year from Rumania. The continuing Plocsti ._ ' ·e1e~tmg the _en:my from the Al~~ and s:eizmg the, 
attacks materially dried up this s~urce. . , . • . • ~ Marshalls, some of ,the Carol~es, th,.e remainder of the 

• At the TRIDENT Conference plans for a direct . , . SoJomo~s, the. Bismarck Archipelago, and the remain-
assault from the United King<loai into E~ope's ~lassie ·:· der of New Guinea. - - . . 
battJ~grounds were reaffirmed .. .; Even though we were . . Fion:i the TRIDENT Conference, the Prime Min-·--.- . ,.,....., ' ' . 
• now firmly entrenched in North' Africa, to have at- ister, Field Marshal Sir Alan Brooke and I proceeded 

... tempted to force Germany from ch,c-south acros;· t1ie " to General Eisenhowe;'s headquarters at Algiers for a 
~ Alpi.J'e: barrier was on the faci • of-...it __ impracticable. . series ~f conferences lasting from 29 May to 3 June. At 

•• In Europe's innumerable wars" no vigorously:_opposed ,TRIDENT final conclusions had not been reached as 
. crossing of the Alps had ever been successfully e~ecute.<l;_ .. ,•' to . the ext:::nt to which the Mediterranean advance 
., _Operation OVERLO~, the "new. code __ name for ·tbe -, sboqld continue so that General Eisenhower might be. 

, ...._ assault of France, which• replaced ROUNDUP, was 1_, : :-,,.,___ . . • l . • fa • b, · ~ ... -..... · · . ;, Ia ·· . qt ma pos1tton to exp 01t every _vora ,,e opportunity. 
formally accepted and, for the purposes !JC P nmng, 1 hi ill ' Al . di • d th fu. · d ail • • . d th - d ·-~ n s v a at gicrs we scusse e tute m et the spnng of 1944 was designate ·as e target ate. " .. . . . • 

-· • General Eisenhower was directed to· send to· the United '-· and· he was autb<?f1Zed_ to proceed from operation 
Kingdom beginning I November seven ·seasoned div.i-: ·' HUS.&Y_ in Sicily as he saw fit ';Vith the .intent of elimi­
sions which were .fighting in' North Africa, and wh.ich '·. na~ng Italy ~om th!= war. But it w~ our purpose to 
would fight in Sicily, even though this meant that at avoid the creation in Italy of a vacuum irito which the 

\ the vcrY, moment he would be committing his forces in •· -';csourccs of the cross-Channel operation would be dissi­
'-a fuJJ-scale. campaign in Italy, he would be obliged°to pated as the Germans had bled themselves in the North 

release two ~my Corps of seasoned ,troops. °1.-. , ... , . , ··, ... African campaign. 
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FORTRESS OF EUROPE 

Victorious in North Africa, the Allied armies now had to meet and defeat 
th·e German armies of the West. It was also hoped to drive Italy out of 
the war, but both objectives could not be accomplished in the same oper­
ation. Behind the Alpine barrier, Nazi Germany could we ll feel secure from 
our attack. Where General Eisenhower stood in the summer of 1943, he 
had only two possible routes to Germany- through South~rn France :where 
his maneuver wo1:1ld be sharply restricted in the Rhone Valley or through 
Salonika in Eastern Greece where the Wehrmacht would have had the 
advantage of meeting both the Western Allies and the Red Army on the 
same front. It was imperative that the main United States and British 
forces be concentrated in the British Isles in preparation for a landing· in 
France and an advance across the plains of Western Europe. 

s E. 
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Jhe Fall of Italy 
Formal reports from th th bee ·ved i th W De e eater commanden of\ all of the operations of the last two years have not yet n re~ct . 
n c ar partmcnt d h" d • h t period 1s b d ffi . an · t is general account of the operations of the United States Army urmg t a 
asc on o c1al mcssa.-,es • t I ·1 bl They arc 

b I
. d b . 0 ' m orma reports, and other pertinent documents which arc now .ava, a. c. 

e 1evc to e sufficiently c I f h rt of a omp etc or t c purposes of this report. Throughout the war the Army was one pa . 
team composed of th • • ' be f th 
U 

• ed N . c sea, air, .and ground forces of the United States ,and Great Britain and other mcm rs O e 
nit atlons · It • h f • • '• • h 

fj htih th • 15 t_ ere ore necess~ry to a description of the participation of the United States Army uruts !0 t e 
g g a~ the operations of the entire team be outlined. ··- • > • . , • -'·. 

The amphibious assault of the island of Si~ily' was shordine. __ Captu;ed Itali~n gc~;;:al~ -~~ we .secured complete 
l~unched on IO July 1943. For weeks airfields, rail surprise. · The airborne operatiOfS. which were executed about 
Imes, and enemy forti_fications on the: island and in three hours ahead of the landing, were apparently the fir5t ~cal 
Sardinia and on the Italian mainland had b . d d • notice the ,defenders had of what was coming. Our paracb_u~•

sts 

by aerial bombardnienf'.. Pantellc:ria .had :::r:~d:;ecd -- an·d the Britisli gliacr troops got fairly well into their p0s1uons 
J af in spite of very high winds and Ind _navigating conditions. 

on 11 . une ter an intense air and n'aval attack.1 Th~ ·. ··The landings on the cast coast were not greatly troubled by the 
small 1slands of Lampedusa and Linosa had fallen a few weather, but the 45th and 1st Divisions had an extremely bad 
days later. , ' . . • surf . . Admiral Cunningham told me that he considered the 

The attacking f~rcc--=.thc Fift~nth Army G~o ~ - ·· United States. Navy landing opcr:it:ions, under Admiral Kirk 
was under General Eisenhowc , d • ud •. (with the 45th Division), to be one of the finest examples of 

rs cputy comman er •. h' h . . 
for allied gr d C. r_ s· H ld - seamaps 1p e had-ever witnessed • , • • 

. _o~ 1orccs, ucn. tr aro R . . L. G. . ~ .. .,. . . . ·-- . , . • . . 
Alexander. • It consisted of the American· Seventh The wmd also disrupted our airborne: landmgs 
Army, under Lt. Gen. George S. Patton, j;,, on ·the • •• which were scheduled to -~ made: inland from Gela a 
left and the British Eighth Army~· under Lt. Gen.~\ few h9urs be~ore H-hour. Although scattered over a 
Sir Bernard L. Montgom~y,' on the ;ight. ·- The: wi~~ ar.ea ancl s~fferin_g heavy c;asualties from oui- own .' 
Seventh Army assault force was made up of the II Corps; ,:.,._, 6re directed at ~sport forma~ons which were: off the 
commanded by Lt. Gen. Omar N. Bradley and a sepa- prescribed course, the paratroops had a decisive effect 

rate task force under Major General Lucian i. Trus- on the $,Ucccssful landing. • •• / 

-cott. -Th~ II Corps consistw p~incipally of tlie .1~t-a~d f .•. General ·Eisenhower described thes~. tragic difli-

45th Divisions, and a paratroop force. The task force . cultia as follows: .: ., .;,• • . 

was made up o~ the 3d Division· with a combat team • • . . , The most difficult thing we have to solve 
0

is to ·;ork out 
of the 2d Armored Di"isjon. ht the British Eighth • methods whereby friendly aircraft can work over our uoops • 
Army were two corps, including four infantry divisions, • and vessels with safety. Take for example one operation: 
two brigades, and an airborne division: These troops Y{e were qui~e. ~nxi~us to assemble all th~ lighting clements · 

b k d f Al 
· T • • th M"ddl E t 1 of the 82d D1vmon in the rear of Panon s line as a general 

were em ar e rom gcna, un1S1a, c 1 c as , . . • . . . , , . , • rese~ve, smce all the evidence showed that he might receive some 
the Uruted Kmgd~m, ~?d the Umted Sta~c~. The rather serious counterattacks. Two nights after the original 
Naval Commander m €htef under General Eisenhower • • landing, ·we laid. on a very carefully coordinated plan for bring­
was Admiral of the Fleet Sirs Andrew Cunningham,. ing in 'lnc_ remainder of the 82d Division. Sea lanes were 
Vice Admiral Henry K. Hewitt was the senior u .. s. l eSlablished with the Navy a~d all tr~ps were carefully warned 
Naval officer. . . , . , .. ·" , as to what to expect. In spite of this, the trooi>:sarrying planes 

. . . _ , • . encountered some fire before they got over the; shore and from 
A wind which had sprun_g up _die rught _pr~cedmg , the~ ~on we had a very unfonunate experience. Some German 

D-day attained near gale proportions as. our con;oys , night_ bombers ~e in at the ~e moment that ~ur troop­
approached their rendezvous . . The _wind subsided ; carrymg planes did and the droppmg of ~mbs and &arcs made 

somewhat before H-li_pur, but conditions continued · / all ~c grouod troops open up a _maximUm fire. In addition 
. • n£ · bl £ I d-' ·lrt • • u· n the to thu, a local counterattack, which took place· at too late an 

. qmte u avora ci .1or an mg. compensa o J • h th • ho . . . . our to warn e air rne troops, appiarcntly allowed the enemy 
storm liad put the fxach defenders off their guard. to_ establish a fire zone near the selected landing ground. The 

General Eise:nhower wrote me 17 July: combination of all these things resulted in quite serious tosses . 
." .•. .All ttic initial invasion moves were carried out smoothly, , . My present reports arc that we lost 23 pl~es, while pcrso 
nd ~ astonishing ladt of resistance was cnco~otcrc~ on the losses as yet arc uncstiJ_n.~ted. . 





A later operation on the British front brought out the lesson 
that when we land airborne ·troops in hostile territory, we 
should not do so. in sucuui11e waves, but should do it all at 
once. In the first wave, where we had surprise, losses were 

• negligible, but -in the two succeeding wav~s they were very 
large. 

Even in the daytime we have great trouble in preventing 
our own naval and land forces from firing on friendly planes. 
This seems particularly odd in this operation, where we have 
such great air superiority that the presumption is that any plane 
flying in a straight and level ·course is friendly. Spaatz has 
written Arnold at considerable length on this subject, and he is 
convinced, as I.am, that we.are going to have to do .some very 
earnest basic training in b9th ground and naval forces. Other­
wise, we will finally get our air forces to the point where they 
will simply refuse to come over when we wam them. Gen­
erally speaking, we· are on the strategic offensive, which means 
we must have air superiority. Therefore, .we should reach our 
people not to fire at a plane unless it definitely_ shows hostile 
intent ... 

• By sunrise, three hours·· after the assault, beachheads 
had been established along 100 miles of coast, from just 
south of Syracuse to west of Licata. Our troops w~re 
moving inland, northeast of Gela, on D + ·r, when the 
Germans directed a heavy armored counterattack 
against the rst Division. It was beaten off largely 
through expert use of artillery and naval gun fire. This 
action provided the most critical moment of the 
invasion. 

The problems of supply over the beaches were espe­
cially acute during the first two days. The needs of 
the combat troops were urgent but adverse weather and 
·occasional enemy air attacks made unloading of ships 
difficult and hazardous. The beach-supply operation 
first proved the excellence of our 2½-ton amphibious 
truck, the "DUKW," an official designation which 
quickly became popularized as "DUCK." 

General Eisenhower advised me: 

. Last Monday morning I m~de a quick tour along the 
American beaches, in order to get a visual picture _of unloading 
operations and also to have a personal visit with Hewitt and 
Patton. I must say that the sight of hundreds of vessels, with 
landing craft everywhere, operating along the shoreline from 
Licata on the eastward, was unforgettable. Everybody I saw 
was in good heart and anxious to get ahead . . . 

In the first tw~· days of the invasion more than 
80,000 men, 7 ,000 vehicles, and • 300 tanks had been 
landed; several small ports had been placed in operation; 
at least six airfields had been. captured and .were being 
prepared for use. 

Allied aircraft gave close support to ground opera­
tions, flying up to r,200 sorties each day. Heavy 

bombers knocked out the few airdromes remain­
ing serviceable to the enemy, and the ground troops 
were advancing 'rapidly. AU- air operations were under 
the Mediterranean Allied Air Forces headed by A,ir 
Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder with Lt. Gen. C~l 
Sp~atz as Commander of the Northwest African· Ai~· 
Forces. All heavy bombers were organized into the 
Strategic Air Force under Maj. Gen. James H. Doolittle: 

By 16 July the battle line ran from a point just 
south of Catania on the east ·to Porto Empedocle on the 
west; about one-quarter of the island was in our hands. 
On 22 July, General Patton's forces in a rapid thrust 
across the western end of the island occupied the key 
port of Palermo. Further east the troops forged 
steadily ahead through rugged mountains stubbornly 
defended l;>y ·the enemy. By the end of July only the 
northeastern corner of the island remained to the 
enemy. 

Catania, the east coast bastion which had held up 
the advance of the British Eighth Army, fell early in 
August. The Germans and Italians were already with­
drawing across the Strait of. Messina· under heavy air 
bombardment and continued pressure by our ground 
forces. On r6 August patrols of our 3d Division entered 
Messina from the west simultaneously with British units 
from the southeast and the next day organized resist­
ance ceased. In 39 days the Sicilian campaign had ended. 
Through use of a heavy concentration of antiaircraft 
guns the Germans managed to extricate thousands 
of their first-line panzer and airborne troops as well as 
a considerable amount of light equipment over the 
Strait · of Messina to the mainland. Nevertheless, for 
the Axis the loss of Sicily was a major military disaster. 
Their casualties totaled 167, 000 of which 37,000 were 
Germans. Our casualti~s totaled 31,158 killed, 
wounded, and missing . 

General Eisenhower. reported: 
• . . Nine months after the first landings in North Africa, the 
Allied Force had not merely cleared its shore of enemy forces, 
but had wrested from him the Sicilian bridge to use as our own 
in an advanc.: onto the Italian mainland ... 

On to the Boot 
Operation HUSKY, as we had hoped, precipitated 

a political disaster for the Axis. On 25 July, King Vic­
tor Emmanuel proclaimed the resignation of Mussolini. 
In August the President and the Prime Minister with 
the Combined ·chiefs of Staff met at the Citad~l at 
Quebec, the meeting being designated the QUAD­
RANT Conference. By now the Italian Government 
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was ready to quit. • Marshal Badoglio had established 
contact with Gen I E. h . . era 1sen ower m an effort to nego-
tiate a surrender without the knowledge of the Ger­
mans. General Eisenhower was instructed to accept 
the unconclitionai surrender of Italy and to obtain the 
greatest possible military advantage from this d~velop­
ment. He was to seize Sardinia and Corstca and at­
tempt the cstablishmen~ of air bases in the Rome area 
and northward, if feasible, maintaining unrelenting 
pressur~ on German forces in Northern Italy. At the 
s~e tune, he was directed to coordinate his plans 
with . the requirements of operation OVERLORD. 

: The Combined Chiefs of Staff at the QUADRANT 
Conference also conceived the operation against South­
ern France designated operation ANVIL and arrived 
at these conclusions_: 

Offensive operations against Southern France (to include 
the use of trained and equipped French forces) should be 
undertaken to establish a lodgment in the Toulon-Marseille 
area and to exploit northward in order to create a diversion in 
connection with OVERLORD. Air nourished operations in 
the southern Alps will, if possible, be initiated . . . 

On 8 September, the day before American troops 
landed on the Italian mainland, the unconditional sur­
render of Italy was announced. On 9 September and 
the. succeeding days the principal elements of the 
Italian fleet surrendered. 

Compelling reasons had developed.for the invasion 
of the Italian mainland. The .operation (AVA­
LANCHE) would enable us to capitalize on the col­
lapse of Italian resistance; it offered a field for engaging 
German divisions which otherwise might operate 
against the Red Army and later against the forces in 
Frarice; it would provide airfields from which the Ger­
man homeland and the Balkans could be bombed from 
substantially shorter range; it would complete Allied 
control of the Mediterranean. 

Canadian and· British divisions of General Mont­
gomery's Eighth Army crossed the Strait of Messina 
under cover of heavy artillery and air bombardment 

• and landed on beaches near Reggio Calabria and Villa 
' San Giovanni on 3 September. The: beachlieads were 

quickly secured,.and the Eighth Army advanced north­
ward through Calabria. . 

Six days later the U. S. Fifth Arm~ under command 
of :Lt. Gen, Mark W. Clark disembarked on beaches 
~ong the Gulf of Salc:rno. It landed with the VI Corps 
comi:nanded by Maj. Gen. E. J. Dawley on the right and 
the Bliitisn X €brps on th'c left., The VI Corps was 
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composed principally of the 36th and 4sth Divisions. 
American Rangers and Briti~h C.ommando ~nits landed 
on the Sorrento Peninsula, north of the port of Salc:r~o. 

The enemy had suspected that we might undert~e 
an amphibious operation against the Naples !ll'ea, and 
as a result enemy reaction to the Salerno landings was 
swift and vigorous. It was evident that the German 
High Command h~d decided th~t its only hope of 
salvaging the situation arising from the surrender of 
the Italian Government lay in holding the Allied forces 
south of Naples until fresh· dispositions could be made._ 
On D-day the Germa_ns made several local tank atta_&s. I 
By 13 September the German XIV Panzer Corps was·. .. J 
in action, and both the American and the British Corps · 
were under heavy . attack. _. Th~ situation was eritfoal. . . : J 

General ~isenhower and his grounc;I force • com,. 
mander, General Alexander, fully anticipated that they 
were in for a heavy fight at the foot of the Italian boot. · 
They had estimated that eight German divisions were: 
available to oppose the landings. Two were: in and 
north of Rome. . The Hermann Goering Panzer Di­
vision and the 15th Motorized Division were in the: • 
Naples area, and four . more fust<lass divisions (the 
16th and 26th Panzer, 29th Motorized, .:md xst Para-

• chute) were south ."of Naples. The enemy . fQrces in : . • 
the south were heavy in armor. General Alexander, -
on the other hand, bad to lodge assault infantry on the 
mainland first. _The shoruge of shipping made it im--• 
pqssible for 'him. to bring his own heavy armor • intq . • 
the.· fight • until the British 7,th Armored D1vision . 
started to unload on D+s- A furthe.i: haridicap wa~ . 

. the necessity of making large forces available for the • 
OVERLORD build-up at this time. The U. S. 1st 
and 9th Divisions and 2d Armored Division which 
had fought in Sicily were already staging for their 
movement to the United Kingdom . . Later the 82d 
Airborne: Division was withdrawn from the .fighting 
at Salerno and sent to Britain. 

The narrow margin on ·which we were compelled 
to allocate our resources so that Germany might be 
defeated at the earliest possible moment required 
superhuman effort by troops and· commanders. Every 
available combat aircraft of both the Tactical and 
the Strategic Air Forces was thrown • into the; action. ] 
Bombers flew two missions a day, isolating the bat-
tle areil and· pounding German strongpoints. Du;. 
ing the four critical days our Air Forces flew 3,000 
sorties and dropped 2,150, tons of bombs in clo;~_ 
supp"t>.rt of the ground action. Naval gunfire sup-



por~ the ~ound troops, and the Navy kept the 
stream of re~nforcemcnts coming in. On 13 Septem­
ber, and again the next day, reinforcing troops of the 
82d Airborne Division went ashore. By the morning 
o~ 15 September the assault was firmly established, the 
high ground commanding the beaches had been taken 
and the crisis had passed. While the fighting ·was ~ 
progress during these critical days General Eisenhower 
found ti.me to inform me: 

• • • We arc Yery much in the "touch and go" stage of this 
operation. We got the Italian Fleet into Malta and because 
of the Italian surrender, were able to rush into Tar:nto and 
Brindisi where no Germans were present. Our hold on both 
places is precariow but we arc striving mightily to reinforce. 

Our worse problem is AVALANCHE itself. We have 
been unable to advance and the enemy is preparing a major 
countttattack. The 45th Division is largely in the area now 
and I am using everything we· have bigger than a row boat 
to get the 3d Division in to Clark quickly. In the present sit­
uation our great hope is the Air Force. They arc working Bat 
out and assuming, which I do, that our hold on southern Italy 
wilJ finally be: solidified, we arc going to prove once again 
that the greatest vaJue of any of the three services is ordinarily 
realized only when it is utilized in close coordination with the 
other two ... 

On 16 September, patrols of the Fifth and Eighth 
Armies met 40 miles southeast ·of Salerno uniting the 
fronts of General Alexander's Fifteenth Army Group. 
The critical phase of the Italian campaign had ended. 

Shortage of assault shipping and landing craft con­
tinued to haunt our operations. • A single division, for 
example, required for its landing at Salerno 30 LST's, 
24 LCTs, 39 LCl's, 9 large transports, 4 freighters, and 
numerous m.isccllan1:ous small landing craft. Never­
theless, during the first 18 days Navy crews and Army 
service troops Jand~d over the Salerno beaches a total 
of 1o8,ooo tons of supplies, 30,000 motor vehicles, and 
189,000 troops. 

Allied Air Established in Europe 

• The advance on Naples followed the successful 
completion of the fighting at Salerno. The Fifth and 
Eighth Armies under General Alexander were now 
deployed abreast. The Fifth occupied Naples and its 
harbor on 1 October and the Eighth Army reached. 
Foggia, seizing its extensive system of airfields. I,:ield 
Marshal Kesselring, commanding the German Forces 
in Italy, withdrew northward to delaying positions 
along the Volturno River. Sardinia had been cvac-

uated by the Nazis on 20 September and on 4 October 
the evacuation of Corsica foll~wed. • 

The capture of Foggia airfields confirmed our hold 
on the mainland. Fighters based in Sicily could carry 
enough gasoline to operate only about 15 minutes ove~· 
the Salerno beachhead. Now they could he based in 
large numbers close to the _battle area. From Foggia 
our heavy bombers could easily strike at the passes 
crossing the Alps, attack Germany air installations in 
Austria and factories in southern Germany., and raid 
industrial and transportation· centers in the Balkans, 
aiding the Red Army. In addition the B-17' sand B-24's 
of the Strategic Air Forces could reinforce the efforts 
of the Tactical Air Forces in isolating the ~talian battle 
area. 
• • Movement of the heavy bombers and fighter forces 
into Foggia was a tremendous undertaking because of 
the equipment necessary to establish new runways, 
pumping plants, pipe lines, repair shops, and ware­
houses. For some weeks a considerable portion of the 
shipping was devoted to the movement of the Air Forces 
onto the Italian m~inland. By the end of the year 
35,000 combat airmen with their supporting forces were 
established in Italy. There were two heavy bombard­
ment groups, two medium groups, and two fighter 
groups operating from 10 air.fields. The fall weather 
made it necessary to overlay the runways with steel mat. 
Pipe lines and pumping stations, largely recovered from 
North Africa, had to be installed to permit the neces­
sary Bow of aviation fuel to the airdromes. This build­
up of air power ·consumed appr9ximately 300,000 tons 
of- shipping during the most critical months Qf the 
Italian campaign. So heavy were the shipping requirc:­
ments of the Fifteenth Strategic Air Force, activated 
1 Novem~r 1943 ·under General Doolittle, that the 
build-up of our ground forces in Italy was considerably 
delayed. This decision was a difficult one for General 
Eisenhower since the delay would give. the enemy a 
heavy superiority in ground troops for a considerable 
period. 

There were now u Allied div.isions in the Italian 
line, but the Germans had at least 24 on the Italian 
mainland. • Although 14 of these were in Northern 
ItalY. outside the combat zone, the enemy was in a 
position to build up a considerably greater defensive 
force than General Eisenhower had available for his 
attack. The additional Allied air power and the threat 
of a landing further north by General Patton's Seventh 
Army were counted on to deter th.e enemy from mov-



~ • th' 
ing his divisions south from the Po Valley. This threat Moroccan Infantty Division $lfl'ived in Italy at 
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l • d b k • d • • Th- United States had was exp 01te y s illful Use of General Patton and his time •and was ass1gnc to it. '"' d 
headquarters. Following the Sicilian campaign, the agreed to equip eight Fre.nch infantry and armore_ . 
Sev~nth Army headquarters, which no longer had any divi$ions inciuding S\l.PPP~ing troops. The M~~oc~ 
divisio~s assigned to it, was moved to Corsica. General division was the forerunner of the Corps &pidittonatrc 
Patton's mysterious movements throughout the Medi- Franfais which, under the leadership of (;;en. Alp~onse 
terranean ar_ea kept the Germans guessing where the Juin, greatly distinguished itself in the hard figh~~ ~f 
Seventh Army, which they had learned to fear so inuch the months that followed. • •• ~-. • • . . d 
in Sicily; might strike next. ' -' Allied interest in the"Eastern Mediterranean shiftc 

Early in November the II Cqrps, then commanded to the Balkans following the conclusion of the Notth 
by Maj. Gen. Geoffrey Keyes, moved to the mainland African. campaigQ. M·aj. Gt;n. ·Lewis H.: Brci:eton's 
of Italy fro~ Sicily. German plans to hold the line Ninth Air Force based in Northeast Africa bombed 
of the Volturn_o .were frustrated when ~n the night of strategic targets there, including the Ploesti airfields 
12-13 October the II Corps and the·.VI Corps, now and, with ·elements of the Royal Air Force's-Middle 
commanded by Maj. Gen. J. P. Lucas; of the 'f'.i£th Army · East • Air Command, .dropped· supplies to· the haid-
forced crossings of that river. Destroying every bridge pressed patriot forces. • . • • • ··, . 
and culvert en route, • the Germans withdrew to .the • .. The Eastern Mediterrane~ had constituted a sepa; 
"winter line'~ which.they had bceri. preparing feverishly rat~ theater· under British Command until 5 Decc!ll~ 
since the Allied landings on the mainland.. This de-- 1943 . when . ·the entire ~Jfensive in !he Mediterranean 
fensive position· stretched across the peninsula, follow: wc1:s bi-ougbt under one ~~and. ~ On that date th'"e 
ing generally . the. lincs --of the Carigliano and Sangro ec;mbined _Chid's. of Staff delegated to General Eiscn-
Rivcrs, about-,75 miles south 'of Rome.·.;; , .. . : r ,,, . · : •. hower.-responsibijity for all operations in the Medite.r- _ 
• •. · • T.. 'h 

5
,, · .- ••

8 
·• l · • '.R. ·•· :-.-. __ : • ~- ! ; • -iancan other, than s~tegic bombing. Three weeks 

. ~ . e ,Jtoo,,,u att. e for ome • _. : , •· ~ . 1 • n· • be . h • d s Alli d .. - • . , . . . c,o 0 1 -·: •!..u.. .. - 1 •J" •• • ~ •• ater on 24 ecem r, e was appomte upreme e 

.,. -i Winter- had arrived. : H~vy raii)s wcreJall~g and Commander of the invasion forces hom the .West, 
streams· were in co~stant ftood. i.The itsourcc~ of ..ou~ meaning fr~m the British Wes, and was ordered to-
_engµieers _were ta.Xed to .kc~p in place the temporary Engl~~ to .take ~vcr t}ie final. preparatio~s. General 
bridges on ~ vital supply routes .. ·:-Y.dtl~l~ an~ men Montgomery; Air Chief Marshal Teddei:, ~d Ge[\_cral 
Illl!ed de~p in mu?. -·< · ·t - ; . ' ,._ .~ , ;..• _· • • : : :· ·.-~--. • Bra?l~Y.i<~~ed_ him there. ,- Jkn._Sir Henry Maitland 
. . . : Despite the ddliculu.es there ~as no rdaxat~n. of Wilson was named Supreme Commander of Allied 
prC;ssure. • The purpose was to seize Rome ~s qw.ckly Forces. in the Mcditccr~ean Area, .to succeed General 
as possible -and engage the m3?Cllll~in nu?1~er .°.f Ger- · Eisenhower, and Lt. Gen. Jac9b L. Devers;U. S. Army, 
man divisions. • The offensive was a senes of att~cks • t d hi d t Lt G s· 01· W H . : . . , . _ _ . was appom e s epu y. . • en. 1I' • _1ver , . 
and pauses, the immediate ob1ect1vcs bemg key terram Le d • d f th B • • h Ei hth Arm • 

hard k
. ·d f .fi h • Th ese assume comman o c ntls g y. 

• features, lhat dwas . tbed th eSt d-10 ~l g tut.mgl. 
0 

e • . General Clark continued in command of the Fifth 
Germans mmc e roa s, trai s, . na ra er ss- Ar my . 
countr}I routes of advance, and even the stream b~ds. • . . 
To reinforce terrain barriers the. enemy constructed At this time ~t. Gen. Carl Spaatz was selected to 
strongpoints in which he skillfully employed mine command the United States Strategic Air Forces iJl 
fields, wire entanglements, log-and-c~th emplace- Euro~e with hea~quartcrs in London, and General 
mcnts, and automatic weapons. Machine-gun and Doobttl~ was appo1n:ted commander of the Eighth Afr 
mortar emplaceme~ts, many of them dug four or five Force, vice LL Ge~. Ira C. Eaker, who assumed com-
feet into solid reek, covered every approach. To deal. mand of the Mediterranean Allied Air Forces. Maj. 

'th them the artillery was heavily reinforced by Gen. Nathan F. Twining was given command of the 
:~tcrics of the heaviest field pieces we had produced. Fifteenth S~ate~c. Air Force ~d Maj. Gen. J. K. 
Tl:. o-mm Howitzer and the 8-inch gun were rushed Cannon continued m command of the Twelfth Tactical 
J!UC 24 . A' F 
from the United States. · • • tr • orce. • 

ln December- the Fifth Jumy aridved before the . Euly in January the French Corps, under General 
entrance to the Cassino corridor to Rome. The 2d Juin, took over t!1e. right sector of the Fifth. Ar~y Front 
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from the United States VI Corps, which was with­
drawn to prepare for the Anzio landings. The Fifth 
Army then launched its attack against the line of the 

• Garigliano River. 

. To disrupt communications in the rear of German 
forces in the Cassino area, the VI Corps landed on 
beaches near Anzio, 25 miles south of Rome, on 22 

January. The landing forces included the 3d United 
States Division, a British infantry division, and Ameri-. 
can Ranger and parachute units. Reacting swiftly to 
_the threat to his rear, the enemy rushed both infantry 
and armor to the Anzio area; the Hermann Goering 
Panzer Division was hastily shifted to the beachhead 
area and other divisions were sent down from Northern 
Italy. By the end of January the Allied troops in the 
beachhead faced a perimeter of strong German forces. 
With observation from the surrounding hills the Ger­
mans were able to deliver persistent accurate artillery 
fire throughout the flat beachhead and against ships 
near the shore. 

Defeating the initial effort to capture Cisterna, the 
enemy drove in an attack to split the beachhead and 
annihilate our forces ashore. A masterful defense, in 
which the 3d and 45th Divisions suffered heavily but 
fought magnificently, halted the counterattacks which 
reached their peak of intensity on 17 February. Later 
in the month, the Hermann Goering and 29th Panzer 
Grenadier Divisions Jed another unsuccessful drive 
aimed at Anzio. 

Further south the Fifth Army offensive had been 
halted before strong defenses of Cassino. Some of the 
bitterest fighting of the war raged at this point. De­
termined attempts to capture the town failed in the· 
face of fanatical resistance by cr~ck German units­
notably the 1st Parachute Division, which General 
Alexander termed the best German division on any 
front. Lt. Gen. Jacob L. Devers, Deputy Allied Com-
.mander, wrote me on 22 March: • 

We arc struggling here with time. On March 15th I 
thought we were going to lick it by the attack on Cassino and 
advance up the Liri Valley. We used air, artillery, and tanks, 
~ollowcd closely by infantry. I witnessed the attack from 

.cross the vailey. It got off to a start with excellent weather. 
The bombing ~as excellent and severe, and the anillery bar­
rage which followed it and lasted for t~~ ho~rs was even more 
_evere and acc:urate, with 900 guns part1c1paung. T~o-groups 
f medium bombers, followed by JI groups of hcav~es, fol­

·•owcd by three groups of mediums, started on the ~anute at 
d:30 a. m, and dosed at r2:oo noon, the groups coming over 
very 10 minutes up to 9:oo oclock and thereafter every 15 

. • d with excellent support all after-
minutes. In spite of all this an .

11 
fi the groWld forces have 

noon with dive bombers and a~ cry re, tl the tanks 
- th • fi b. ective Consequen y, 

not yet attained cir rst O l • tart d These 
which were to atta~k in mass could ;./;~~nU: had bttn 
results were a sobc.rmg shock to me. . th no'rth 

• h five miles to c 
withdrawn in the early morning ou~s - f Cassino at 
of Cassino. When they ar,1ivcd back m the town ° th. ,..._ 

heh· d th barrage c ..... r-approximatcly 1 :oo o'clock close Ill - e ' d 
mans were still there, were able to slow up their adv31tcc an 
even to reinforce themselves during tl_lc ni~ht by some 
unaccountable means. • 

The attack is still going on but it is my opioi~D that a~ we 
will gain will be the town of Cassino and possibly a bndge­
hcad over the Rapido in that vicinity; General Alexander must 

then stop and regroup his forces, which he hopes to accom­
plish by the 15th of April. 

After regrouping, the Fifth and Eighth Armies 
launched a coordinated offensive on II May. As tlie 
attack got underway, the U. S. VI Corps, now under 
Maj. Gen. L. K. Truscott, struck out from Anzio beam•. 

'head on 23 May.- The attack was made by the 3d, 
34th, and 45th Infantry Divisions, the 1st Armored 
Division, the 1st Special Service Force, the 100th Japa• 
nese Infantry Battalion, composed. of Americans of 
Japanese descent, and two British divisions. The 1st 
Special Service Force drove east to pave• the way for a 
junction on 25 May with other Fifth Army forces-ad­
vancing northwest along the coast. These forces in­
cluded the 88th and 85th Divisions which had recently 
arrived from the United States and entered the lmc in 
March and April. Activated after 7 December 1941 

and composed almost entirely of selectees, these two 
new divisions fought as veteran units in their fint com• 
bat assignment, overcoming extremely' heavy resistance::. 
This was the first confirmation from the battlefield of 
the soundness of our division activation and training 
program, which was described in detail in• my last 
report. 

The units from the south then moved to Anzio 
from which the beachhead forces were already thrust­
ing northeastward for the final drive on Rome. On 
their right the French Corps under General Juin 
struck into the heart of the Gc:;rman positions covering 
the Liri Valley and precipitated a genecal withdrawal 
to the north of Rome. The Italian capital fell to the 
Fifth Army on 4 June, two days before Allied forces 
began the invasion of France. 

We were weakened seriously in the intense fight­
ing along the approaches to Rome by our inability 
to replace the casualties pro~ptly. On 4 February 
General Devers had reported: 

l • 
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Casualties have been unusually heav" for the "" t da · I I • . , r-S 10 ys, 
particu ar y ,n infantry Clark report 3d 0 · • · 1 . • s 1v1sion casua ties 
~one total 2 ,_400 infantry. A shortage in th~ 34th Division 
IS I 3 00 and '" th 6 h n· . . . . . • . e 3 t IV1S1on, 31000. Smee present oper-
a_tions involve simultaneous use of all divisions, it· is impera­
tive that table of organization strength be maintained. 

Two weeks later he again ~eported: • : 

Rc:~lacemcnts allocated to this theater arc not adequate to 

s~stam oper~~ions in Italy on the present scale. At the present 
tJrne the Unued States part of the Fifth Army has an effective 
net shortage of 131072 officers and mtn. 

This shortage of men needed so desperately in. our 
battle line resulted from the inability of the Selective 
Service System to meet the Army's call for manpower 
the previous summer. In July, Selective Service had 
delivered 194,000 men of the Army's call of 235,000. 

In August and September the Army had requested 
175,000 men a month and received 131,000• in August • 
and 122,000 in September.. . . . • ' . · 

• ~ 

I• 

. , 

.. Pursuit to the North ·" ,, ' ' ' . 
,,11 .... . )1

1 
•' . 

Pursuit of the enemy was energetic ev~n :tho~gh ., 
we were now .making heavy withdrawals in prcpara-'' 
tion for ANVIL, the attack in Southern France wh:ch 
was scheduled for August; Between m.id-june and the 
Jast of July more than a division a week was withdrawn 
from the forces in Italy to train and stage for this opcr• 
ation. The 45th was ordered out of the line on· 14 

- • ' June, the 3d on 17 June, and the 36th on 27 June. The 
United States IV· Corps·under Maj. Gen. W. D. Crit• 
tcnberger moved into the line in place of the VI Corps, 
which had been withdrawn 13 ·June. · The French 
Corps of four divisions (nt Motorized Moroccan, 3d 
Algerian_ Infantry, · 4th Moroccan Mountain, and 2d 
Moroccan Infantry) were withdrawn between ·2 and 

. 2i July, 'and replaced by the ll Corps which had been 
• out of the line for a rest. • • -; . ·1 

: To compensate partially for this heavy drain on 
• his resources a.,:id t9 utilize more fully antiaircraft units 
which were no longer required in such large numbers 
as ~ result of o,ur increasing air supedority, the theater 
commander retrained several groups as infantry to form 
the 473d Infantry. At this ti~e the 442d Infantry Rcgi• 
mcnt, composed of Americans of Japanese descent, was 

: .figliting with dist~ction onr the left flank of the Fifth 
Army.' Thus, by the end' of June, Pescara, 95 mile~ east 
of Ro~c, had. been c~ptured and the Allied line ex­
tended' acr~ss the peninsula through Lake Trasimcno. 
In. July the Fifth and Eighth Armies gained ~o miles. 

Aftct heavy fighting lasting two weeks, Florence fell 
to British troops of the Fifth Army. , Five days later 
United States troops captured Pisa. ... Meanwhile, the 
Eighth ArmY'bad passed through the Apennine Divide, 
and on 21 September captured Rimini in the valley 
of the Po. ·., ·~ • ~, ' · ·I·, -~ 1 : 

During the withdrawal of troops for ANVIL, one 
American division, the 9ut, . had arrived to reinforce 
the Fifth Army. On 15 September a combat team of 
the Brazilian Expeditionary Force moved into the Fifth 
Army-line in the Valley of the Serchio River. Before 
the end of autuIQn the entire Brazilian division was .in 
the line. During this ~me period one of the Army's 
two Negro divisions, the 92d, whkh had reached Italy 
during the late summer and fall, was assigned to the 
IV.Corps. ~ ·• • 1 r· •. ,.:-. 

• ·: The· advances · had brought General Al~der's • 
· Allied armies up against the "Gothic Linet. an clabo­
·rate trarupcninsular defense system_ which the Germans 
had been prep:uing since early in the year. • Despite the 
heavy 'diversion "of troops to other theaters it was de­
cidedi to launch another general otfensivc on 10 Sep­
tember for·the purpose of breaking through the Apen• 
nines info the Po Valley. While the U. S. Fifth Arrp.y 
assaulted the Gothic Linc frontally through the moun­
tains,' the British 'Eighth Army, now commanded by 
Lt-. Gen. Sir R. L. Mccreery attacked northwest from 
"Rimini; This offensive involved our troops in some of 
th_c bittcrcsti·-ahd most difficult fighting· of. the Italian 
campaig•n,,,,'fhe jagged Apennines and bad weather 
seemed almost insurmountable obstacles. 

After three mon~s of this· costly but successful pen• 
etration of the ·Gothic Linc, the Allied command pre­

: p-ared in December to drive · on Bologna, but pressure 
'against' the western flank of the Fifth Army and diver• 
sion of Eighth Army units to meet the political crisis 
in Greece disrupted these plans. Meanwhile the Ger­
mans had time ·to refit and strengthen their forces ~d 
establish a new defensive position. Kesselring was 
under orders to hold south of Bologna. In addition to 
German replacements; the enemy brought up units -of 
Mussolini's ' Fascist Republican Army, which had a 
strength of four new Italian divisions. 

On 12 December 1944 Field Marshal Al~xander 
1 ·replac1:d Gen. Sir Henry Maitland Wilson as Supreme· 
• Commander in the Mediterrane~n area. General Wil-
• son was promoted to Field Marshal and senior. repre­

• sentative in Washington of the British Chiefs of Sta1i. 
: Lt. Gen. Mark W. Clark moved up to command the 

! 



Allied armies in Italy .and Lt. Gen; Lucian •K. Truscott 
assumed command of the Fifth Army. 

In January the Fifth Army was .reinforced by the 
10th U. S. Mountain Division which gave a fine ex­
hibition of battle efficiency on its initial employment. 
During the winter, three Italian combat groups entered 
the line of the Eighth Army. These small gains were 
more than offset by a February directive from the Com­
bined Chiefs of Staff which ordered the transfer of 
five British and · Canadian divisions to the European 
Theater. The djrective was later amended to send 
three to France, one to the eastern Mediterranean, and 
retain one division in Italy for possible use in the im­
pending final battle. This movement of more than 
125,000 combat troops was 3ccomplished in complete 
secrecy and gave Marshal Montgomery's Northern 
Army Group on the Rhine additional power to the 
surprise of the enemy. 

During the fall and winter months, the Tactical 
and Strategic Air Forc:es pounded away at communica­
tions over the Alps and in Northern Italy. With op­
posing ground forces so nearly equal in strength, the Air 
Forces represent,ed our margin of advantage and made 
the maintenance of German forces in Northern Italy 
most difficult while our own was unmolested. In addi­
tion, Italy-based aircraft assisted the Yugoslav patriots. 
Closely coordinated with the attacks staged from 
Britain, tl:ie Strategic Air Forces struck heavy blows at 
oil and rail targets in Austria and southern Germany, 
averaglng weekly bombloads of nearly 4,000 tons. 

The Fina! Phases 

Ground action on the Italian front m the late 
winter was limited to small but important advances 
in the mountains southwest of Bologna. The strategic 
aircraft kept up the pressure on com~unications and 
industrial targets beyond the Alps, reaching as far north 
as Berlin. 

On 9 April, General Clark's Fifteenth Army Group 
launched its spring drive, known as operation GRAPE 

. SHOT. The Eighth Army led off with an attack 
across the Senio River west of Ravenna. In spite 
of unusually heavy air and artillery preparation, 
th~ offensive met stiff opposition from the German 
Tenth Army in approaching the Argenta Gap. Five 
days later, after the enemy had presumably had time 
to .dispose himself to meet the Eighth Army attack, the 
II and IV Corps -of the Fifth Army threw their weight 

into th~• offen.sive from pos11:1ons in the Apennines 
south and southwest of Bologna. 

After a week of heavy fighting our troops broke 
·into the Po Valley and entered Bologna from the west 
and south. At the same time, Polish forces of the 
Eighth Army entered the city from the east. The 
Fifth Army colu.mns beyond the city swept up the great 
highway leading to Piacenza-the ancient Via Emilia­
and, by-passing Modena to the east, drove toward the 
Po south of Mantua. Pursuing the disorganized enemy 
to the river, bridgeheads were quickly established across 
tlie Po on 23 April. The Eighth Army met determined 
resistance in Ferrara, ~·ut by the 25th had crossed the 
Po in force. On the same day, our forces on the 
Ligurian Coas't captured La Spezia with its naval base. 
The German armies were virtually destroyed south of 
the Po, . ·the bulk of their equipment being either 
destroyed or abandoned. • 

The final week of the war in Italy brought wide 
advances- throughout northern Italy. Bridging many 
rivers that Bow south from the Alps, the Eighth Army 
swept northeas~ along the Adriatic coastal plain, liber­
ating Padua, Venice, . and Treviso. While Fifth 
Army infantry and mountain troops drove into the 
foothills of the Alps along the Brenner route, other 
armored columns and motorized infantry raced up 
the valley of the Po and by 29. April ha·d reac;hed the 
gn~at city of Milan. 

On every sid~ effective support was received from 
the Italian patriots. After seizing Genoa, our Ligurian 
forces drove beyond Savona to make contact with the 
French. Advance elements of the 442d Japanese-Amer­
ican regiment reached Turin. Resistance collapsed 
everywhere; more ~han 160,000 prisoners wer_e taken by 
the Allied armies. By the first of May, Eighth Army 
troops advancing on Trieste had made contact with 

Yugoslav partisans at Monfalcone. On 2 Miy 1945 the 
I 

commander of the German armies in Northern Italy 
found it impossible to continue the bloody struggle and 
capitulated. 

The Italian triumph is a striking demo~;;~ntior, of 

the solidarity of the United Nations. Fighting under 

the Fifteenth Army Group, at some time during the 

Italian campaign, were Americans, British, Canadians, 

Fr~nch, New Zealanders, South Africans, Po\es, In­

dians, Brazilians, Italians, Greeks,-Moroccans·; Algerians, 

Arabs, Goums, Senegales~, and .a brigade of Jewish 
soldiers. 

--~: ·-
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The entire campaign was slow and bitter. The 
Allied troops did not have the superiority they enjoyed 
in Western Europe, where geography had compelled 
us to make the great effort. None-theless, the Italian 
campaign made a heavy contribution to the ~uccesses on 
the Western front, pinning down German forces which 

Hider needed badly to reinforce his weakened armi~s, 
both in the east and west. The troops participating m 
the Italian campaign should feel as great a satisfaction 
in the defeat of the Axis enemy as those of the larger 
forces which drove into the heart of Germany from 
the west and made contact with the Red armies. 

ORDER OP BATTLE MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OP OPERATIONS AS OF 2 MAY 1945 

[The order of batdc of our Allies is not shown below Army level, cl(cept to show U. S. division under their opcratioiw control.] 

17,.u Commandu LocaUo,s 
Fifteenth Army Group .. ..... ........ .. .. . ..... .. . . ....... .. Gen. Mark W. Clark ... ........ . .. ..... ... . ... . .. .... Florc11cc, Italy 

Fifth Army . . ............ . . . . . ... . . .. . . .. , . .. ... . .. . . : .. Lr. Gen. Lucian K. Truscott . . .. . , ... , , , ........... , , • Verona, haly. 
II Corps .. ... . . : .. . .... . . . .. . .. . .. . ...... .. . . ...... Lt, Gen. Geoffrey Keyes . ............. . .. . ....• . • • • • Italy. 

10th Mounta.in Division .. . . .. .... .. . . .. . . .. ...... Maj, Gen. George P. Hays . . . .... . ... .. .. .. .... . • • • ,•••. Iwy. 
85th lnfamry Division. . . . . . . .. .. . . . .. ... . •. . . . . . Maj. Gen. John B. Coulter . . . ...... .. , . . . . . , , . , . • • • • Italy. 
88th Infantry Division , .. ... . . ..... . . ... . , . , . , , . Maj. Gen. Paul W. Ken,bll. . ... . . . .... ..... . ..... • .. • Italy. 

IV Corps ..... ... . .... ...... . . .. . . ...... .. .. . ...... . Maj. Gen. Willis D. Criuwbcrgcr .. . ·: .. .. .. ....... .... • Italy. 
JSt Armored Division ...... ......... .... .. . . .. ... Maj. Gen. Vernon E.· Prichard ................ .... . • • lwy. 
341h Infantry Division . .. ........ , ..... . ... ... . . , . Maj. Gen. Charles L. Bohc . . . . . .. .... . . .•. . , • •• • • • • Italy. 
92d1 Infantry Division . . . ..... . .. ... . . ... ........ . Maj. Gen . . Edward M. Almond .. ...... ..... . . • .•• ,• - , • Iwy. 

British Eighth Anny. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lt. Gen. Sir R. L. McCrccry . . .. . ,. . .. ... .•..••• • • , •••• • Iwy. 
9ut ln&ntry Division .. ... . . . ..... . ... ...... .. .. ... .. Maj: Gen. William· G. Lh·cs2y . .. : ....... .. ; ••• • - - • • • - Iwy. 

U. S. Anny Air Fon:a in MTO . .... . .. .. .. . ............. . .. . . Lt. Gen. J. K. Cannon ...... . ......... ••.••• , • • - • •. • Cascru, Italy. 
Twelfth Air Force . ...... . .. ... . . .... .' ..... . . . . .. . . . . . .. . Maj. Gen. B. W. Chidlaw. . .... • .... . .. .. ••• •• •.• • •• • • Florence, lcdy. 

XXII Tactial Air Command. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brig. Gen. T. C. Darcy .. . . • . . . , .. . .. . . .. , • - • •••• , • • , Italy. 
Fifteenth Air Force . ..... . . ... . . . . ... ....... .... . . .. .. .. .. Maj. Gen. N. F. Twining .. ... .. .. . . .• . • •• ••••• ••••• Bari, Italy. 

XV Fighter Command ... _. .. ...... ......... .. .. . ... . Brig. Gen. D. C. Strother .. . ......... ...... ...... ... Italy • 

. . , 

. . , 

•· . · . .. 



Operation OVERLORD 
In November and·December 1943, the Combined Ch" f 
of_ S~aff had met with President Roosevelt and Pr;; 
Mm1ster Churchill at the SEXTANT C f . C · on erence m 

au:o and then with the President, Prime Minister 
Marshal Stalin and rus Military adviser at Tcheran' 
By that time it was clear how the defeat of German; 
~ould be brought about-but the Allies were beset by 
mn_umerable specific problems of implementing the 
desired strategy. 

• Th~ greatest, of these by far was the critical shortage 
of lan~mg craft. Those available for_ the top priority 
operation OVERLORD in Normandy still seemed in­
sufficient and there were many other vital operations 
that had to be undertaken if we were to maintain the 
initiative on the global battlefronts. Even though an 
attack in the south of France was considered essential 
to the success of OVERLORD, the Combined Chiefs • 
of Staff had previously directed that 68 landing ships 
be returned from the ~editerranean Theater to the 
United Kingdom beginning 15 Jal)uary to ~eet tlie 
·requirements of the cross Channel assault as then • 
planned. Despite these ad~itional ship~, it l,ecame 
evident that there would not be sufficient landing craft 
in Great Britain by the invasion target date to provide 
a sufficient margin of safety for the hazardous amphibi­
ous assault. -Therefore, upon their return to Cairo from 
Tehera·n, the Combined Chiefs resolved that more 
strenuous measures must be t~en td permit a broaden­
ing Qf the initial landing in Normandy. The Mediter-. 
ranean Theater could be bled no further. Only suf­
.6cfont resources were left there for an assault force of 
two divisions for Southern France, and military in­
telligence indicated that while this force could probably 
overcome anticdpated German resistance on the Riviera 
coast, the rapid development of the operation north­
ward up ·the Rhone valley would not permit further 
r,educri()>n. The remaining possible source for additional 
landing shi_P.s was· in the shipyards of Great Britain 
and tlic United States. Such an increase in time for 
@VERLQRID would require a miracle of production 

smcc· tBese shipyards were already overcrowded and 

w.ng at furious speed to maintain the heavy existing 

5 . , h're oi lane:ling craft production, as well as that 
nstroctian of: d¢Stroy~rs and destroyer escorts 

iCS,_q~ircd to comb.at the German submarines. 
. , c::empJication at this time was the possibil-

ity that Turkey might enter the war on the side of the 
United Nations, exposing herself to attack by Bulgaria. 
The possibility of operations to support her in the eastern 
Mediterranean had to be considered. 

At the same time there was grave concern over the 
situation then obtaining in Asia. The Generalissimo, 
Chiang Kai-shek, met with President Roosevelt, Prime 
Minister Churchill, and their military advisc::rs at Cairo, 
and all were convinced that a determined effort must 
be made to reestablish surface communications with our 
Chinese All_ies in 1944. Agreement was reached for 
operation CAP IT AL in which the forces of Admiral 
Mountbatten and General Stilwell were given the mis:­
sion of investing Northern and Central Burma. It was 
ri;alized that the success of these operations could be . 
made much more certain by an amphibiou~ lan<!ing in 
the Bay of Bengal, but there were not sufficient landing 
craft t~ insure the success of our European offensive and 
at the same time undertake a landing on the shores of 
Burma. • • • 

Victory in_this global war depended on the success­
ful ·e:,cecution of · OVERLORD. That must not fail. 
Yet tbe Japanese could not be permitted meanwhile to 
eiitrench in their stolen empire, and China must not be 
allowed to fall victim to further Japanese assaults. -
Allied resources were searched through again and 
again, and strategy reconsidered in the light of the 
deficiencies. These conclusions seemed inescapable:_ 
France must be invaded in 1944, to shorten the war by 
facilitating the advance westward of the Soviet forces. 
At the same time German technological advances such 
as in the development of atomic explosives made it im~ 
perativc that we attack before these terrible weapons 
could be turned against us. In addition, the pressure 
on the Japanese in the Pacific must not be relaxed. 
Communications with China must be· reopened. Re­
sources were allocated accordingly. The balance was 
extremely delicate but we had to go ahead. 

When General Eisenhower was selec;ted as the 
Supreme Allied Commander for OVERLORD after the 
resumption of the conference at Cairo in December, 

he received this directive: 

You will entcr the continent of Europe and, in conjunction 
with the other Allied Nations, unde1takc operations aimed at 
the heart of Germany and the destruction of her armed 

forces. • 



, . 

. , . 

· , . 

1 .H 

... 

s f A •.· · ,. ... _ 

OPERA Tl ON OVERLORD 

Thi• i• d11• JlC.r,p;,cJi\'c,vith whidi Liu, ,o\Uic~: S,up1·crn" ~;ommood~r 

vi,...,.~J h,, p,·ul>l~.m. The Euglill.t Channel w;,, th~ ;,,n,l diffi,ult 
iw1id· ti, the in"'•~im, of W.:,,wrn Europe bcc•~&rof.dw o~,i~·J• 

., 'rhm:,_) '.fi...,,nf, ,n,l the ~xrr,mr tidal v~n,,.ion nf.',lt~ l'hc Frend; 
C<>J\ I, Bur ,1.ncc J1rmlr l<hort:, anpl'l1e1·1• frr1m the l,·,wl,.md, o, rh• 
fmn.;·o-Spanirh bqrdcr, l'l,cre would L-.. u11limitcd f o'e~dom of 
IJlJ.nC'IIVcr and ~n1plc opportunirj,' to imprl')vi,t: ~"011111)\n1k:ition~ 

f.or i:hr :\cmi~rdrl\1 i11g on chl' G~~11n~n .hc:urfoJJd . • ~. • , ..... - ~·· 
JO:\ 



·•·. 

~·; 
-. ·choum~nl 

,/r l 
• a 

)f 

)ri,Jof 
0 ' 

• ' 

. ' 

,.; 

"' • :,;• ,,H•~• ." 

,· 

,.. 

' ' 

' . ; 

N 

-/IJur,oilln 
""I 

,· .. 

s 

..... ,. 

f A 

Oordouux 

... .. . . . , 

,.·· 

- ·., &• .r 
·c. ·· ~-

I· . 

"·• - . . 
• .. 4 •• ~ 

. ..~,: ~ ....... r . ;:: 

-. ·, 
··~..: =·,; 
J: · " • . ] 

. j 
·•• • c, J 

-· 
'.' 

·,. 



Accompanied by his Deputy Commander, Air 
Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder, General Eisenhower 
arrived in Britain in mid-January. Almost imme­
diately he wrote: 

It is obvious that strong and positive action is needed 
here in several directions. The location of various head­
quarters, the exact pattern of command, the tactics of the 
assault, and the ·strength in units and equipment, arc all 
questio!ls that have not yet been definitely settled. The most 
important of all these questions is that of increasing the 
strength of the initial assault wave in OVERLORD. 

The search for greater resources for OVERLORD 
continued until it seemed that the time and energy of 
the Allied commanders was almost completely ab­
sorbed by ;1 problem that defied solution. We had 
gone to the shippmg experts and the shipyard owners 
to urge them to bend greater than human efforts to 
step-up the output of their precious landing craft .. 
The shipyards broke all records to meet our require­
ments but there still were not enough landing craft 
in sight. 

After intensive calculations which taxed the en­
durance of the milibry and naval planners, two major 
decisions were made. The target date of invasion was 
advanced from early May. to early June, even though 
this pushed us closer to the time when weather con­
ditions would turn against us. The operations in 
Southern France, which were originally to be ma~e 
simultaneously with the attack on Normandy, were 
delayed months so that landing craft could be used 
first in the Channei then rushed to the Mediterranean 
to do double duty both in OVERLORD and ANVIL. 

The Preparations 

At the time of the QUADRANT .Conference at 
Quebec in August 1943, there had been but a single 
United States division in the United Kingdom and 
our trans-Atlantic shipping effort was concentrated on 
fillin the heavy requirements of the Mediterr~can 
camp~ign. By late August 1943, shipping ":as partially 
released from this heavy southern commitment and 
troops again began to pour into the British _Isles. On 

.J 6 J e 1nAA the strength of the Umted States D-uay, un :N"T' • . • 

.Army in that theater was 1,533,000; ID the mterun an 

f 000 men had been transported each 
average o 150, . 

month. h . h 
The build-up of this force, togct er _wit . a corre-

sponding accumulation of supplies of all kmds, involved 

a tremend~us job of transportation, and special credit 
must be give.n to the Navy for its vital part in the under­
taking. An enormous administrati~e task was. ~lso 
involved since facilities for quartenng and trammg 
such lar~e forces had to be provided with~ the limited 
area of the United Kingdom. The efficiency of the 
preinvasion build-up is exemplified by ~e spe~d wi~ 
which units landing in Britain were provided with their 
essential arms and equipment. Through a system of 
preshipping and storing, the Aimy Servic~ :or.ces were 
able to have equipment distributed and wa1tmg for each 
unit on its arrival. Within a maximum of 30 days 
after debarkfog, divisions were fully equipped and 
ready for action. 

The units arriving in the United Kingdom from 
America were well trained, especially in fast-moving 
corps and army operations over large areas; those com-:­
ing from the Mediterranean were battle-tested. None-. 
theless, everything possible was done during the~r 
staging period in the United Kingdom to increase thetr 
combat efficiency despite the limited terrain available 
in a densely populated and cultivated countryside • . 
The-troops whi~h were to make the assault Ian~~ 
maneuvered realistically on beaches and ground which 
approximated the target areas. In the early spring of 
1944, joint exercises of the ground, sea, and air forces 
wl:iich were to make the attack were held along the 
southern coast of England. It was a full~es·s rehearsal. 

Thre~ weeks before the invasion General Eisen­
hower wrote: 

There is no question at all as to the readiness of the ttoops. 
They arc well trained, fit, and impatient to get the job staned 
and completed. In forecasting future possibilities, it is, of 
course, necessary that we seek ways and· means to bring to bear 
those factors in which we enjoy a great superiority over the 
enemy. These are control of ·the sea, command of the air, 
including resources in air~mc troops and armor. I am trying 
to visualiz~ an operation in which we would bring in behind the 
initial beachhead a great strength in armor and seek an oppor­
tunity to launch a big armored attack in conjunction with a 
deep and very heavy penetration by airborne troops. 

Victory In The Air . 

By 1 July 1943 the Allied strategic air assault of 
Air Chief Marshal A. T. Harris' Royal Air Force 
Bomber, Command by night and General Eaker' s 
Eighth Air Force by day on the fortress of Europe was 
in full swing and was producing important results. 
Single raids in which the air force delivered bomb 



loads of more than 500 tons had b . d . . een carne out. 
Serious mroads had been made on th b e com at power 
of the German fighter force. 

"These results had been obtained w1·th A . · fl an men-
can au . eet of less than I ooo heavy bomb . d 1 ' • ers an 1,000 
p a~es of 0ther _types. By D-day, the strength of the 
United States au forces in the United K ' d 

d d 
mg om ex-

cee e 3 ooo h b b • . , eavy om ers and 6,500 first-lme planes 
of_ ot~~r types. The attacks on Germany continued 
with m • • • creasmg mtenstty and shattering power. 

The climax in air war came in February 1944 
when the Luftwaffe made a powerful effort to swee~ 
our day bombers from the skies. The battle raged for 
a wee~. It was fought over Regensburg, Merscburg, 
Schweinfurt, and other critical industrial centers. The 
German fighter force was severely crippled, and our 
attacks continued with unabated fury. 

From the time of the Eighth Air Force's first heavy 
bomber attack on 17 August 1942 until _ V-E Day, 
United States airmen had dropped more than 1,550,000 

tons of bombs on western European targets. . During 
1943, following successful attacks on the enemy's sub-· 
marine yards and bases, the effort of. our • precision 
bombers was concentrated against aircraft and ball­
bearing manufacturing plants, airdromes, and com­
munications. The German fighter command, already 
outclassed in • aerial combat, -was further · reduced by 
inability to get replacements. The RAF-Bomber Com­
mand concentrated upon the destruction of the Ruhr­
Rhineland industries and - the undermining of the 
morale of industrial workers. 

In order to exploit more fully the flexibility of our 
bombardment, particularly against German . industrial 
targets, the Eighth • and Fifteenth U. S. Air Forces 
were combined on r January 1944 to form "The U. S. 
Strategic Air Forces in Europe." Lt. Gen. Carl Spaatz 
w:~s placed in command. The component forces con~ . 
tinued to 'be based in the United Kingdom and in 
Italy respectively. 

In the late spring of .1944, synthetic fuel plants 
and €rude oil refineries became the prime targets. 
Captured documents now show that the bombing 
t.arnp

0

aign succeeded in reducing production between 
Maiy and October 1944 to five percent of the former • 

monahl y output. 
, The attack on German industry was coupled with 

strikeSi on German communications. Vital rail junc-
~ . 

t!ians and the. canals which were: so important in the 
' ·'!Ilcm,i's tr~pa~tion syste!ll were repeatediy bombed. 

During a single month-May 1944-more tha~ goo 
locomotives 'and 16,000 freight ~ars were destroyed in 
Western Europe. The effects of this phase of the air. 
assault were enormous, for transpprtation and commu­
nications are the life arteries of a modern i.{ldustrial 
sta~e engaged in total war. _ 

Medium bombers and fighter-bombers 0£ J.t. Oen. 
Lewis H. Bre.i:eton's Ninth Air Force, whkh moved 
from the Middle East during the f~ll of 1943, struck 
enemy airfields in diversionary attacks so titri~a. as to 
reduce the concenlration of enemy fighter~ whidt,might 
oppose the passage of the heavy U11itcd States bomber 
formations. Diversionary fighter sweeps rut ther . dis­
located the enemy's air opposition. As the ,range of 
fighters was increased through the installation of ad<l.i­
tional fuel tanks, they were ~mployed more and more 
to escort bomlxrs to targets, ~eep in Gcr.i;nan;y. 

As the aerial offensive mount~d the enemy was 
forced to withdraw fighte.r-s from the support of lps 
armies in the East- to .meet die threat from ·the West. 
This. was an important factor in eq,abling the Saviet air 
forces to maintain s~eriority on the~ front. 

7 - -It was riot merdy·overwhelming nllmber.s of pl►.mcs 
• w~ich gave our air assa~lt its greatcffeGtivtmess; Tl!ere 
·: were important, almost .revolution.ary, im_prov~meats 
in techniques and in equipment. To redu.cc the o:-

• •cessive aircraft losses in long, round-trip bombing flights 
ex~sed to constant enemy ~terception, a system of 
shuttle-bombing between bases in the United Kingdom 
and North Africa was initiated in mid-August 1943. 
The shuttle-~mbing run was shortened as the advance 
in._ Italy continued. • A shuttle system between Italy and 
the U. S. S. B.: was inaugurated with a heavy raid on 
rail communications in Central Europe on 2 June 1944. 
Soon thereaft.er, shuttle-flights were made between the 
United Kingdom and the new Ukrainian bases. 

Radar bombing technique, first employed in the fall 
of 1943, improved constaqtly. All-weather bombing 
approached reality; our bombers used the cover of dark­
ness and inclement weather to achieve surprise, yet ·still 
hit their target with precision . 

. In the spring of 1944, three months before D-day, the 
Allied air forces, while still hammering at their strategic 
targets,. began directly to prepare the way for. the in­
vasion. • . Through destructive attacks on key bridges 
and rail centers, the "invasion coast" was effectively 
isolated. As a result of this preparatory bo.rpbing, the 
ability of the enemy to shift reserves to the critical 
area was severely restricted. Since the outcome of 3;I) 
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amphibious operation hinges on the relative ability of 
the opposing forces to build up strength in the critical 
areas, this air preparation was a decisive factor in the 
success of OVERLORD. Even with favorable Channd 
weather, it would have required at least 15 weeks for 
the Allies tq ]and as many divisions as the Germans had 
available in Belgium and Northern France. 

The Assault 

The beaches of Normandy were chosen for the 

assault after long study of the strength of German 
coastal defenses and the disposition of German di­
visions. The absence of large ports in the area was 
a serious obstacle, but it was off set in some measure 
by the relative weakness of the German defenses and 
elaborate construction in Britain of two artificial har­
bors to be emplaced off the beaches. 

The selection of target dates and hours for the 
assault required an accurate forecast of the optimum 

cornbin?tion of favorable weather, tide, and light con­
ditions. Moonlight was desirable for the airborne op­
erations. D-day was scheduled for 5 June; thls· date 
was changed to 6 June because of unfavorable but 
clearing weather. Hundreds of craft, en route from 
distant ports on the west coast of England, were already 
approaching the invasion area; they had to backtrack 

or seek shelter in the overcrowded harbors on the south 
coast. The final forecast for the attack day predicted 
high winds; the sea was still rough, but rather than 
accept a delay of several weeks until tide and moon 
provided another favorable moment, General Eisen­
hower made the fateful decision to go ahead. 

At 0200 hours on 6 June 1944, the American 82d 
and toISt Airborne Divisions, as well as British air­
borne troops, were dropped in vital areas in the rear 
of German coastal defenses guarding the Normandy 
beaches from Cherbourg to Caen. 

The seaborne assault under the over-all command 
of Field Marshal Montgomery was made on a broad 
front; British and Canadian forces commanded by 
Lt. Gen. Sir Miles C. Dempsey and American forces 
commanded by Lt. Gen. Omar N. Bradley deployed 
against 50 miles of coast line. Aerial bombardment 
of beach defenses along the coast began at 0314, pre­
liminary naval bombardment at 0550, shortly after sun­
rise. At 0630 the first waves of assault infantry and 
tanks landed on the invasion beaches. 

German defenses on all beaches were formidable ; 
they consisted first of bands of underwater obstacles 
designed to break up formations of landing craft; 
mines ·were freely· used to make these obstacles mo:= 

lethal. The beaches themselves were heavily mir.t,::: 
and strung with wire. Concrete pillboxes and gu::: 



~:nplacements were sited to deliver withering cross­
::re along the beaches. All exits leading inland from 
rhc beaches were blocked by antitank walls and ditches, 
;nine fields, and barbed wire. Further inland, mor­
:.1rs and artillery were sited to deliver indirect fire on 

the beaches. Open fields were blocked against glider 
landings by patterns of heavy stakes, but complete intel­
ligence gathered up to the moment· of assault provided 
detailed knowledge of enemy dispositions and enabled 
the troops to breach the defenses. 

In the American sector, the beach areas totaled 
ro,ooo y~rds in length. Every 75 yards a landing craft 
loaded with assault infantry touched down at H-hour. 
Assault veterans charged down the ramps, picked their 
way through the bands of obstacles, ~nd immediately 
provided cover for the work of naval and engineer 
demolition crews which followed close behind. Each 
crew had a specific task to perform in clearing lanes fnr 

subsequent waves of craft carrying infantry, artillery, 
vehicles, and supplies. Naval gunfire and air bom­
bardment hammered at artillery .and mortar positions, 
pillboxes, and gun emplacements. 

Resistance by German ground elements was stub­
born, and bitter fighting developed in many sectors. 
Our long campaign against the Luftwaffe had greatly 
weakened its capacity for combat and, as a result, there 
was no effective air opposition to our highly vulnerable 
initial landings. Reinforcements continued to pour 
ashore, and by nightfall on D-day, five American divi­
sions, the 1st, 4th, 29th, and 82d and rorst Airborne, with 
tanks, artillery and other reinforcements, were firmly 
established. Also ashore were advance detachments of 
the headquarters of Maj. Gen. Leonard T. Gerow's V 
Corps and Maj. Gen. J. Lawton Collins' VII Corps. 
The British build-up in their sector w.1s on a corre­
sponding scale. Additional divisions still afloat were 
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being landed in a steady stream, constantly augmenting 
the superiority which our assault troops had already 
established over the German defenders. 

By the second morning it was clear that the beach­
head was secure and that the greatest and longest step 
toward the destruction of the German armies of the 
west had been taken. The "crust" of the German 

fell on 27 June to the 4th, 9th, and 79th Divisions of 
General Collins' VII Corps. Damage 41 th~ harbor wa.s 
so ~xtensive and ditijcult oj r,pairs that until the late 
faj_l thousands of tons of matbiel :,;ere still pouring 
over the beaches. 0ther Allied forces h:td, by I July-, 
deepened -the beachhead by ;!dvam:es up to 20 miles 
in the area between Caen and St. Joo a~irrst im:rtasingly 
stubborn resistance in tlie aggressively defended hedge­
rows of the Cotentin Pcminsola. 

General Eisenhower wrore on 5 July: 

-coastal defense system had been broken. The German 
boast that an invading force could not remain ashore 
for nine hours had been Rung back on the now desper­
ate defenders. h The going is ex!remely, tough, with three main causes 

S ortly after D-day .the Combined Chiefs of Staff responsibie. The first oi these, as always, is the fighting 
met in London in order to be immediately available, quality of 1fie Ge-rman soldier. The sec_wi<I is the nature of 
should an emergency arise requiring a prompt decision the country. Our whole attack Bas to fight its :way out of 

o_n some matter beyond General Eisenhower's jurisdic- ,·crJ narrow bQt1i1~9ecks flanlc:cd 'hy matshcs and ag-ainst an 
tion as Supreme Commander. The assault went so en~my w,ho has a doubk hcdgermv l:lnd an jnte.rVcning ditch 
well that it was possible on 

12 
June for the Combin.ed· almost every, 50 yards as rcat.ly-mad_e strorg poiots. The trurd 

cause is the weather. ©ur a,r has bcc.n unable tQ operate 
Chiefs to visit the beaches of Normandy and observe at maximum effid~nCJ and on top of this the rain ind mud 
at first hand the magnitude of the undertaking and were so bad during my visit tltat 1 was reminded' of Tunisian 
the gallant and skilfull manner in which the Allied wint'crtimc. It was lllmost imp§'s.sible to locate artillery tar-
forces were overcoming the resistance of the veteran gets although we h,1ve plentY, of guns -available. Even with 
German soldiers. • clear weather. it is c;xtra-9rdinarilf difficult 'ti> point out a target 

Our Army feels great pri~e in the Normandy as- . th@t is an appropr:iarc one for either air or artillery. 

sault. So must the Na¥y and our British Allies. The . -In spite of the Jack of a major, port, the build-up 
Navy's m~ssion was to transport the -troops across the • in. the liieatlih~d was compl~ed l_atc_ ~ lulr- On 1: • 

Channel, to l~nd them properly on the beaches, and to . AugQst the 12qi U. S. Ai:my Group; lateI' designated 
.. support the landings with gun and rocket 6;re. If tft~· • d'ie Ccna:al Group of Armi~s, bec~e opc_rational 

Allied navies had not perfor,med this task brilliantly,, undett the. wmmand of General Bradley. Its two 

the invasion would have failed befor,e it was well begun. armies-the First) under Lt. Gen. Courmey H. Hodges, 
The combined planning of British and American staffs; . and the Tnitd, under Lt. Gm. George S. Patton, Jr., 
working together as a single team with excellent totaling J3 infantry and 5-armored divislons? had been 
knowledge of cn~my di'$positions, resulted in preciser assembled in the bt!aehhead area. The Canadian First 
execution of an operation so (Omp].cated that it almost Ar.my under General Crerar and the Brl_tish Second 
defies descrjption ; its success must be attributed in great Army· under General D:mpscy conlposcd the 21s~ 
measure to wholehearted Allied cooperation, as well aS" • Arm! Group, later desigt)ated the Northern Group of 
to the stout hearts and fearless courage of the men. The Armies, co~manded by Field ~shal Montgomery. 
destruction of rail and road communications by the· air These arm~es were still dependent 9n beachhead sup-
forces and their constant strafing of the highways con- ply for the1r sustenance. Even ·with unseasonable bad 
tinlled to prevent the enemy from con~entrating a weather whic~ severely damaged and almost d~.troyed 
superior force against the bcac;:hheac:f. one of the two artificia_l port installations and halted 

unloading operations. many times, an average of some 
30,000 tons of supplie-s and 30,000 troops were handled 
e~Ql'Y d~y. These a..chicvements, without precedent in 
history, we.re not anticipated by the German defenders 
and, cbnsequtntly, their plans for the defense of the 
French coast bad not taken them ~to account. 

The Breakout 

Tht second phase of the inv~ion had two ohjec-- . 
tives1 fust, the capture of the port of Cherbourg; and, 
second, tfie build-up of sufficient forces and materiel to 
cnaole die forces to break ou.t from the beachhead and 
sttile towai:d Germani. Now th-c fighting grew 
fier.G€r. .After a 6ittcr and costly strug.glc, Che.rl>ourg 

1 U. S. 01visions, in France, 27 July· 19 5 
Infa . • d 

~h th 8 h lh 8 4 ,, ntry. ist, ~ ' 
- 4 , 5 , . t ' 9 ' 2 th, 29th, 30th, 35th, 79th, 83d, 90;h; 
~ .Armored. ~c:I, 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th. 
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General Bradley was able, on 25 July, to mount the 
l')ffensive which broke out of the beachhead at St. Lo 
dlld Avranches and carried the lines swiftly forward to 
.1e Meuse River. Preceding the ground attack 1,500 
eavy bombers and hundreds of other combat aircraft 

"' d • _ roppe more than 3,390 tons of bombs on enemy posi-
tt~ns on a nai:row front. The crushing power of the 
cilf·attack and 1.ts _paralyzing effect on the enemy's move­
_jent blasted the way for rapid penetration of German 
·.nes. While observing preparations for the attack, one 
£ the Army's outstanding soldiers, Lt. Gen. Lesley J. 

\fcNair, was killed by misdirected bombs of our own 
:tir force. Though his loss was a tremendous shock t.o 
-.>ur divisions, which 'he had organized and trained, he 
...ndoubtedly died in the way he preferred-in battle. 
1eneral McNair was utterly fearless. 

The break-out gave General Eisenhower an oppor­
t:unity-to deliver mighty blows at the shaken enemy. 
At the height of this action he wrote: 

My entire preoccupation these days is to secure the de­
;truction of a substantial portion of the enemy forces facing 
·u. Patton's Third Army, on the marching wing of ~ur forces, 
is closing in as rapidly as possible. His deployment through the 
aottlcneck near Avranchcs was exceedingly difficult but we 
have now got the strength on that wing to proceed definitely 
about our business. We have detached only one corps for the 
conquest of the Brittany Peninsula so as to have the maximum 
forces for the main battle. Within a week there should be 
real developments on the present front. 

He seized his opportunity, directing a vigorous pur­
suit of the shattered German forces. There followed a 
campaign.which for speed and boldness has few paral­
lel$. Following the First Army's· break-through, the 
Third Army, under General Patton, utilizing a heavy 
preponderance of armor, thrust forward from the 
A vranches breach-on 2 August and cut off the Brit­
tany Peninsula by 6 August, isolating the bulk of the 
.2d Parachute and 265th, 266th and 343d German In­
fantry, Divisions. The next move . was to establish a 
~outhern Rank along the Loire to protect our main effort 
heading eastward against attack from the south. There 

1 were pr,cparatory moves. While they were in progress, 
Gcnecal Hodges' First Army and the British Secor.cl 
Army were repulsing and crushing heavy attacks which 
the cn~my launched in the desperate hope of driving 

1 a wedge to the sea through Avranches to cut off Gen-
eral Patton's forces. . 

On 13 August the Third Army swept J1orth fro~ 

1 
~ · ~s aro1md the southern flank of the German 
mirfii:;-dy . pcajtion in the direction of Argentan. 

Simultaneously, Canadian forces of the British Second 
Army drove south from Caen toward Falaise. This 
pincers movement created the "Falaise pocket," in 
which 100,000 enemy troops were captured, thousands 
more were killed or wounded, and thousands more 
thrown into disorder as they escaped toward the Seine 
through the "Falaise-Argentan corridor" held open. by 
desperate German resistance. The Germans realized 
that the battle for Normandy was lost :md they began 
withdrawing beyond the Seine under heavy pressure 
from both the ground and the air. The Seine crossings 
were raked by fighter patrols. Turning eastwar~ from 
Le Mans and Argentan, the Third Army raced for the 
river with such speed that supply by air was often 
necessary to maintain its momentun1. By the capture . 
of Mantes on 18 August the German escape route was 
confined to crossings of the lower Seine northwest of 
Elbeuf. 

Continental Envelopment 
. -

Meanwhile, on 15 August, ·operation ANVIL was 
executed by the U. S. Seventh Army under Lt. Gen. 
Alexander M. Patch in landings on the southern coast 
of France, which further weakened the fast-deteriorat­
ing position of the German Army in France. Prepara­
tions for this operation under the genera) supervision 
of the Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterranean 
Theater of Operations, had been under way, while the 
campaign~ in Italy and Northern France were in prog­
ress. The very threat of such a landing had held su~ 
stan"tial German forces of the First and Nineteenth 
armies immobilized .in the south of France, preventing 
their deployment against· our forces in Normandy. A 
naval force, comparable in size to the one which partici­
pated in the American landings in Normandy, had 
been assembled. An air offensive, conducted chiefly by 
the Allied Strategic Air Forces, prepared the way for 
the invasion by sustained attacks on vital enemy com­
munications and installations in· Southern France. 

The Seventh Army landed southwest of Cannes 
in ideal weather. The area had been selected as the 
most favorable approach to the Rhone Valley. The 
landing force consisted of elements of General Truscott's 
VI Corps, our 1st Special Service Force, and French 
commandos. A British-American'Airborne Task Force 
jumped astride the Argens River west of St. Raphael 
the night preceding the seaborne assault and seized 
the pass through which our forces would debouch. By 
28 August ·the beachheads were firmly established and 
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'ie advance up _the Rhon~ Valley was well under way. 
The operations had been substantially aided by 

the efforts of the French undergroun,d. The landing of 
"ur -y1 Corps h.ad been (ollowed up immediately by the 
:11dmg of divi~ion~ of the French I and II Corps of 
eneral de Tass1gny s First French Army, which quickly 
l ptured Marseille and Toulon; by I September Nice 

"ad fallen. While the main force swept west to· the 
r<.hone, before moving northward a task force from the . , 
• unencan 36th Division under Brig. Gen. Frederic B. 

_:utler headed directly north from the landing beaches 
u ough Gap, seizeq Grenoble and then turned north~ 
·est toward the· Rhone to cut off the German columns 

-~treating up the Rhone Valley. · This drive into the 
rear of the German Nineteenth Army .greatly facilitated 
..Jle rapid advance of the main body of the VI ·Corps up 
..ie ~~ne Valley. Lyon fell on 3 September and the 
.dvance northward continued unabated. 

On 15 September other United States and French. 
(orces were combined into the 6th Army Group (later 
<:lesignated the Southern Group of ,A.rmies) commanded 
llY Lt. Gen. Jacob L. Devers. He was succeeded as 
...>eputy Theater Commander in the Mediterranean by 
-... t. Gen. Joseph ,T. McNamey, former Deputy Chief of 
'ltaff of the U.S. Army. 

The Liberation of France 

. On 25 August the 2d French Armored Division of 
he First U. S. Army entered Paris, as the battered 
·eIIUta11t.s of the German· army which had defended the 
"Normandy· coast ·.fell back north of the Seine. The 
Gcrmaf!S had su.ffe!ed at least 400,000 casua~ties, of 
which more than 200,000 were prisoners of .wat. The 
.1nits · which· had. esc,aped destruction were forced to 
1bandon. the maj0t portion of their equipment. 

As the enemy withdrew he had left behind substan­
~iat garrisons t~ defend the c.r'itical seaports: Brest, St. 
Nazaire, Lorient, DieppcJ and LeHavre. In order to 
-,revent the A,l~es fr~m developing ~arbor fa~ilities· to 
.. ustain_ the advance of the gathering. millions, the Ge~-
nans .tredy expended thousands of men to make 
he supply p.roblem diflic~lt if not impossible of 
i.aomplishment. , • • • 

, Despite these obstructions, by 5 September (D+go) 
~,oS~o .Allied troops and 3,446,000 tons of ~tores had 
~ fiut ash.a.rse in France. ');".his was an ·<?utstanding 
o~ ~chicvcm,cnt, b~t nevertheless we were still in • 

~ ·uf , t _,,~ of additional p~r~ if we ·.wer~ to support 

• 

. adequately the fast-moving offensive across France that 
was operating on a dangerously thin supply basis·. Many 
divisions had a very limited supply on hand. • 

On 5 September the Ninth -U. S. Army under the 
command of Lt. Gen. William H. Simpson began 
operations under the 12th Army Group for the reduc­
tion of Brest and other-French ports, where four Ge!­
ma"n divisions were bottled up. Dieppe fell on 31 
·August; LeHavre on 11 September.; Brest on 19 Sep­
tember'. Tfi_e most strenuous efforts were made to put 
th~se ports into operating condition. _ Tonnage began 
moving through Dieppe on 7 September and through 
L_e Havre on 9' October. Brest was too heavily damaged 
and too distant fr9m future .fields of • operations to 
justify immediate , rec.onstruction . 

The defeated German armies now were streaming 
across France, heading for the shelter of the Siegfried , .:·­
Line. They were under constant air attack. On the , .. 
-ground Gene~al Bradley's First and Third Armies, driv.:?' 
ing northeast from Melun and Troyes reached the Aisnc 
and the Marne, sweeping aside the German rear gu:uds. 
Field Marshal Montgomer:y's forces crossed the lower · 
Seine, invested LeHavre, and pushed on to the So~e . 
On crossing the Aisne, the ,-th Corps of the First Army· 
turnea'northward and raced·on to Mons in a brilliant 
stroke that cut off five of the retreating Gen!}an division~. 
The pocket thus formed yielde~ ov~r 22,000 prisoners 
with heavy. additional losses of killed and wounded. 

Overrun~g Reims and Chalons, our Third Army 
pushed eastward, _nourished· often by air• supply, · :md 
by 7. September had reached the line of the Moselle 
from Nancy to the vicinity of Metz. On n September 
elements of the Third Army contacted Seventh Army 
columns northwest of Dijon, Four days later the 6th 
Aimy Group passed to operational control of Supreme 
Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Forces, severing its 
fighting connection with the Mediterranean theater, 
though' its supply was continued for some time from 
Italy: On 16 September approximately 20,o~ occupa­
tional troops of the German Army from the Biscayne 
Bay area, moving northeastward toward Germany, sur­
rendered to the commander of the U. S. 83d Division 
southwest of Orleans. • 

, To the north, our First Army had crossed the Bel­
gian frontier on 2 September, captured Liege on the 
8th, cro~sed LuxembQurg, and entered Germany on the 
nth. The ene~y had been kept compl~tely off bal-

. ·ance. As the Allies approached the German border, 
· supply lines were stretched to the lim,it and the march-
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ing columns of the armies were maintained only by 
the full use of air transportation, fast double-lane, one­
way track routes, such as the famous Red Ball Express 
from the Normandy beaches to Paris, and other emer­
gency measures. . L?gistical difficulties now began to 
·slow down the advance. Time w.as needed for the 
opening of additional ports and for the relaying and 
repair of hundreds of miles of French railroads. 

• The following extract "from a report by General 
Eisenhower indicates the severity· of. the campaign' in 
France and illustrates the tremendous needs of our 
armies during this campaign, in addition to the routine 
consumption of huge quantities of gasoline and rations: 

Losses of ordnance equipment have ~n extremely high. 
For instance, we mus~ have as replacement items each month 
36,000 small arms, 700 monars, 500 tanks, 2,400 vehicles, 100 
field pieces. Consumption of artillery and mortar ammuni­
tion in northwestern Europe averages 8,000,000 rounds a 
month. Our combat troops use _up an average bf 66,400· mil~ 
of one type of .field wire ~ch month: (The AEF during the 
entire First World War expended less than io,000,000 rounds 
of artillery ahd. mortar ammunition.) 

The British 21st Army Group liberated Brusscl_s 
on 3 September and Antwerp the next day. They 
crossed the Dutch frontier ·on 12 September .and by th~ 
15th the Channel -coast was cleared as far nor~ as 
Zeebrugge with the exception of the· isolated enemy 
forces holding out in key ports: 

On 9 September 1944 General Eisenhower re- . 
ported: 

The hostile occupauon in force 0£ the Dutch Islands at 
the mouth of the Scheide is cert.ail) to delay the utilizatipn of 
Antw~rp as a port and thus will_ ~italiY. influence the: •. full 
development of our strategy. 

Again on 21 September he wrote: 

Right now' our. prospects arc tied up eJoscly with our 
success in capturing the approaches to Antwerp. . All along 
the line maintenance is in a bad state-remini~nt of the early 
days in Tunisi2....:but if we can only get to using Antwerp it 
will have the effc~t oh blood transfusion. 

The efforts of the British _forces on the north Bank 
were to be devoted for severai weeks to clcarin~ the 
enemy from the5C islands. Afte~ bitter fighting in­
·volving heavy· losses, featured ~y river crossip~s and 

1 amphibious landings, me last of the positions . was 
cl~~ ori 9 "November. By 27 Nov~mbcr the por.t of 
Al,l.twcrp was in opci:ation but under. peavy fire of the 

vi~io)lS ~mm V-wcaponi \vlilch_ fell at one ~e ·at 
oµe evert •12½ minutes and caused thou-

sands of Allied civilian and military casualties and 
cast grave doubt for a time as to the advisability of 
continuing the operation of the port. 

The ports of southern France were vital to the 
U. S. Seventh Army and th~ French First kmy in the 
Southern· Group of Armies. Toulon and Marseille were 
in operation late in September. Since then 14 divisions 
were moved through Southern French ports, in addition 
to an a~rag«t daily unloading of over 18,000 tons of 
supplies. Two raj1ways were placed in car_[y, operation, 
including the double.track main line through Lyon and 
Dijon, and thousands of tons of supplies mov~d daily 
over these lines and by truck to forward railhead">. 
Port capacities and transportation faeilities were suffi­
cient, to meet the requirements .of the .entire· Southci"J;i 
Group· of Armies and also to assist in the supply of -the 
Central Group of Armies until the stubborn defense 
of the ·water entrance to &twerp was reduced.· 

·After the port of Antwerp bccam~ operational, it 
handled on an average of ov~ 25,000 tons of stores 
daify, despite the V bombs. This tremendous 'intrease 
in our over-all • port capacity ·made· it unnecessary to 
devote more preciou, time and manpow~r to teopcn the 
shattered pons in Brittany; which, altho~gh now in 
our hands, were much more -distant from the front • 
line~ than Antwerp. 

Having ovc_rcome the acute shC?fta'ge of pqrt facili­
ties, the pr.qnary bottleneck in the supply line the!! 
became transportation from die port supply dumps to 
th'e front· lines! To improve this situation om Engi­
neers, T.r:ansportation Co.rps, and other supply, ·troops . . 
in Lt . . Gen .. J. C.· H. Lee's communications zone pcr-
forme~ miracles .in .repairing and _building railways, 

. operating large high.speed truck convoys; and extend­
ing fuel pipelines from die ports and terminals of 16 
cross-Channel pipelines to the forward areas-. At one 
time 'JO ~iles of pipe were being laid in a single day. 

The Westwall 

As the Siegfried_ Linc was approached, and the por t 
and enlarged transportation. facilities became adequate, 
.Gener~ Eisenhower advised-the War Department that 
tactical plans for tl_ie fin;µ assault of this fortification 
rcqu~ed greater. ammunition resources than those pro­
vided, and requested. a . maximum production effort in 

. the United ~tates. He forccas~ the expenditure of some 
6,~00,000 ar#}lery ancf 2,000,000 mortar shells· monthly 
in order to reduce th~ Siegfried Line. In this country 
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an urgent demand was made for maximum production; 
fast rail and water transportation was u tilized to make 
shipments direct from the production lines to the gun 
positions, and rationing to less active theaters, as well as 
stabilized fronts i.n the Europe'an theater itself, became 
rigid. Only by these measures was it possible to serve 
the thousands of guns behind the major assault efforts 
and secure an adequate supply of ammunition for the 
fina l battles against Germany. • 
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Field Marshal Montgomery struck through the air 

at the northern flank of the Seigfried Line on 17 and 18 
Sept.ember. The U . S. 82d and 101st and one British 
airborne division, all elements of Lt. Gen. Lewis H . 
Br~reton 's newly formed Fi.rst Allied Airborne Army, 
landed in Holland astride the Meuse, V/aal, and Lower 
Rhine rivers in the Eindhoven-Arnhem area. This was 
the largest airborne operation ever attempted, requiring 
the employment on the first two days of 2,800 planes 
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and over 1,6oo gliders. Several airborne operations had into Germany thro\lgh th~ Cologne plain for reasons 
been planned for the period following the break-through which the map makcs-obviou,. • • 
in Normandy, hut so rapid was the Allied advance th.at Early in October I made a hurried 9-(lay inspcc-
events overtook the plans in each instance. The opera- tion trip to the Western Front, visiting American corps 
tion in HoJland achieved only partial success. The and divisions from th~ Vosgcs Mountains .riorth to 
American 82d and 101st Airborne Divisions, landing Holland. At that time m,any: 0£ the mfmrrymen had 
near Eindhoven, seized crossings of the Meuse and Waal been· in almos~ c~nstant combat csinct D-day in June. 
Rivers. The British Second Army was able to establish After many computations ~d exchanges of radio m~ 
contact with these divisions after the second day. The • sages with the War J)epaittncnt to dctenninc the cff~t 
important bridgeheads were held in the .face of. des- on our hard-pressed and delicately balanc~d shipping sit~ 
pcrate Ge~man counterattacks. The British airborne uation, it was decided to rush the movc;mcnt from the 
division, landing in the more remote and expqsed Arn- United States of tlie infantry rcgimenQ of 9 of the JI 

hem area north of the Lower Rhine, was subjected to remaining divisioJJs ahead of the scheduled d~es 
concentrated attacks by superior enemy forces. It was of the entire divisions. This was for the pwpqse of 
finally forced to withdraw south of the river. relieving those regiments which had been in combat 

Meanwhile, to die south, our First Army was for an cxecssively long period :md to give immediate 
forcing its way into Germany. Aachen was strongly increased strength and· ~triki.og power to our ~mies 
defended, and a bitter battle ensued before it fell on facing a most difficult winter caoipaigp. • 
21 October. On 3 October the Ninth Army had been • With the promjse of ;1 large increase of supplies 
brought up from the western coast of France and through the port df Antwap in late. November, and 
entered the line between the First and Third Armies. with more than 3,000,000 troops on the Continent, 
Then on 23 October the Ninth Army was moved to the General Eisenhower m mid:-Novcmbc( launcncd a 
northern flank of the First Army above Aachen. By . charging offensive to penetrate the Siegfried Linc and 
the end of November the Third Army, driving toward . pl~ce· himself .in position to· aoss the Rhine-. . 
the Saar, had reduced the formidable Metz area and the · . Not in y~ars had' Euiopcan weather been so un­
defenses along the Moselle arid Seille Rivers. A South- ' ~· favorable·_ for• grand-scale milira,ry operati9ns. Re-
em Army Group offensive into Alsace-Lorraine brought sistancc was bitter. The Siegfried defenses were fonni- • 
the 2d French Armored Division of the U.S. Seventh dable as anticipated, and our divisions paid heavily for · 
Army to Strasbourg on the Rhine in late November each inch of ground they tore from the fanatical Nazi" 
and the First French Army to the river ~etween Mul- defenders. Nevertheless, by 4 December the Second 
house and the Swiss border. Between the two armies British Army had cleared the west bank· of the Meuse 
remained a sizable porti~n of the Alsace known as the and the Ninth Axmy had ~cached the Roer., East ·of 
Colmar pocket. ~achen troops of the First Army fought splendidly 

During the third week in September the Com- through bloody Hurtgen Forest, taking heavy casualties 
bined Chiefs of Staff ·were again in conference ;t and inflicting heavy losses on the stubborn enemy. The 

dams of the Ro..~r were seriously inhibiting General Quebec with Pr.esident Roosevelt and Prime Minister 
Eisenhower's progress. He wrote: 

Churchill. The whole of Northern France and sub-
He ( the enemy) isi assisted in that area, however, by the stantial parts of Bel01um and Luxembourg were in J:1 d d d. · £ th R · 

o· oo e con 1t1on o e ocr River: and the capability he has 
Allied hands. But General Eisenhower ,reported that of producing a sudden rush of water by blowing the clams 

enemy resistance was stiffening as he approached the near Schmi,dt. Bradley has about come to the conclusion that 
German frontier. He reported that it was his intention we must take that area by a very difficult attack from the 

west and southwest, 
to prepare with all speed to destroy the German armies Th 

ere can he no question of the value of o\U' present 
in the west and occupy the German homeland. He u· Th G • • h . opera-·~· ons. e erman 1s t rowmg into the 11·ne som d. · · . . • e 1v1s1ons 
considered that his best opportunity to defeat the de- with. on!! six weeks training, a fact that contributes materiaJly 
fenders in the west was to strike at the Ruhr and Saar, to his high c2sualty rate. As explained in my most t • . h recen 
confident the enemy would be compelled to concen- appr_eciation to t e Combined Chiefs of Staff, our problem is ro 
trate most of his available resources in defense of these ~ont1nue our attacks as long as the results achieved arc so much 

m our favor,_ while at the same time preparing for a full~ut 
essential areas. He preferred the 'northern approach heavy offensive when weather conditions become favorable , 
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assumi~g ~he enemy holds out. Unless some trouble: develops 
from within Germany, a possibility of which· there is now no 
real evidence, he should be able to maintain a strong defensive 
front for some time, assisted by wrather, Boods, and muddy 
ground. 

The Wehrmacht's Last Blow 

north and from the south, outstanding among which 
were the 1st, 2d, 4th, and 99th Divisions. 

The Ardennes battie deserves a prominent place in 
the history of the U. S. Army. The splendid stand of 
the 7th Armored Division at St. Vith, the tenacity of 
the 101st Airborne and elements of the 10th Armored 
Division at Bastogne, and the numerous examples of 

General Eisenhower was determined to give Ger. superb fighting qualities shown by the troops of other 
ma~y no chance to recoup from the blows·. ~eady_ units were in the finest American tradition. 
d~~1vered. pespite shortages in troops and ~upp~tes, his The tide of battle began to turn when the U. S. 
attitude was offensive, and, consequently, he was· com• . Third Army brought its full weight to bear on the south.• 
pelled to hold some sectors of the front with com- ern Rank of the salient, where General Patton stopped 
p~ra~i~ely weak forces in order to gather strength at the advance of the German columns with available re-
his pomts of att~ck. To the 75 miles between Monschau serves and was attacking on a two-corps front" by 22 
and Trier he· could assign only four divisions of the December with the III and XII Corps. This shift from 
First Army, or sacrifice his effort to bring about a . •. an, offensive across the Saar to a general attack in south-
decision elsewhere. It was here that . tQe ·German -~m:-:I:uxembourg was a brilliant military accomplish-
armies of _the west, commanded by Field Marsb~(Y4i>O.. ntcm_tf including corps and army staff work of the 
Rundstedt ahd acting on the direct orders of llitl;i-; '1ighc~t ·.order. Elements of the 5th Division which 
made ·their last desperate effort to stave off the disaster. • we~c fighting in the Saar bridgehead on the morning 

On 16 December von Rundstedt attacked with a .,9.f-'20 De_cember moved 69 miles, and were in contact 
force of 24 divisions. ·ae had been able, because of . : with ·the enemy north of the Sauer River by nightfall. 
heavy fog which continued for ~lay~, to assemble his . GeJ!eral Devers' 6th Army Group was required to 
forces in secrecy in the heavily forested foreground. assume responsibility for the· entire front from Saar. 
When the blow came, eight panzer divisions broke brucken .. south, adding over 25 miles to its already ex-
through our VIII Corps line on a 40-mile front. Dive~- tended front. In order to defend this front adequately, 
sionary attacks in other sectors and considerable air and : full use was made in the Seventh Army of the infantry 
artillery support assist~d the main offensive in Luxem- ~egiments of thre~ div~sions which were just arriving 
bourg. • m the theater from the United States in advance of 

Ge~era_l Eisenhower reacted pro~ptly and deci- their division headquarters and supporting troops. • 
sively and subsequent results have proved the eminent • .The weather ceased to favor the enemy between 
soundness of his plan. . All available reserves in .the 23 and 26 December, permitting our overwhelming 
Central Army Group were used to strengthen the north~ ~-actical air. forces to strike terrific blows at the German 
ern and south.cm .Ranks of the penetration and the XXX • armor and supply columns. On 26 December the 4th 
British Corps of the Northern ArmY. Group was de- ~~ored Division _relieved encircled Bastogne. The 
ployed to hold the line of the Meuse and the vital Liege cns15 had passed, for by this time the German salient 
area. With communications seriously disrupted, Field was being_ assaulted from the north, west, and south. 
~arshal Montgomery was charged with the operation At_ the pomts of extreme penetration, the enemy had 
·of forces north of the penetration, irtvolving temporary dnven more than 5° miles into the American lines, 
operatiopal • control over most of the U. S. First and ~ut he was u~able to shake loose our valiant units-fight-
Ninth Armies while General Bradley coordinated the ID~ desperately to hold the critical shoulders of the 

. , bulge. The depth of his d • 
effort from the south: The 82d and 1out Airborne limi d d . . a vancc was accordingly 
Divisions were brought up fr:om theater reserve to re- te .an it was possible to interdict by artillery fire 
tard the momentum of the enemy thrust, with the 1out, al! the ~mportant supply roads for the leadirtg troops 

at the .tip of the salient. 
reinforced by armer and artillery, holding the impor- Th 

. e reduction of the Ardennes salient irtvolveJ 
tal).t road center at Bastognc. ~e shoulders of the p d 
penetration at Monschau and Echternach were stub- our 1rs~ an Third Armies irt heavy fighting under 
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at. ~ ,1 • severe wmter conditions,. but progress was steady and 
uorlll;y held by infantry divisio~lS moved in from the b th d f J th Y e en ° anuary c bulge wa, climinao:d at I 

.. , ... 



.c_ost which later proved fatal to the enemy. In the 
sm~le day of 22 January, the -air force destroyed or 
damaged more than 4,192 pieces of heavy e • . qu1pment, 
.ncludmg locomotives rail cars tanks and d ' • , motor an 
'1orse-drawn vehicles. 

1 
The Germans gained an initial tactical success and 

tmpos~d ~ delay of about six weeks on the main Allied 
, off~ns~ve m the north, but failed to seize their primary 

.:>bJect~ves o! Liege and Namur. They lost 220,000 

_"Den, mcludmg 110,000 prisoners, and more than 1,400 

tanks and assault guns. The operation was carried out 
' by the Fifth and Sixth Panzer Armies, supported by 

the Seventh Army, thus stripping the Reich of all 
, strategic reserves and. seriously depleting the resources 

.required to meet the powerful Soviet offensive in 
January. 

"Possibly more serious," reported General Eisenhower, "was . 
the widespread disillusionment ensuing from the failure to 
seize any really imponant objective and the realization that 
this oflensive for whi~h every effort had been brought to 
bear and on which such great hopes were pinned, had in 
no sense achieved a~ything decisive." 

In mid-January the Second British Army launched 
an attack in the Sittard area and within a fortnight 
reached the Roer Valley, ro miles inside the Reich. 
Regrouping of the Allied armies for further offensive 
action proceeded d~ing January. _ 

In an effort to divert the punishing blows from his 
forces withdrawing from the Ardennes, the enemy at­
tacked in the Bavarian Palatinate. Here there was 
ground to give, and the U. S. Seventh Army withdrew 
to the Maginot defenses west of the Rhine, permitting 
the detachment of divisions for the heavy fighting in 

the Bulge. 
Closing The Rhine 

On 20 January the First French Army launched an 
attack in the southern Alsace to destroy the enemy's 

"' forces in the Colmar pocket and clear the west bank 
of the Rhine. The operation involved a drive through 
Colmar ·by the American XXI Corps, commanded by 

' Maj. Gen. F. W . Milburn, and simultaneous attacks by 
• forces of the First French Army under General de Tas­

signy from the Mulhouse area. The_ climax of rhe bat-
~ tie was a night assault on the bndgehead town of 

Neuf-Brisach by infantry of the U. S. 3d Division using 
assault boats and scaling bdders on the moat,s and walls 
of the fortified town, very much after the fashion of 
mediev~l battles. After this aggressive action, the Ger­
man position in the Alsace rapidly deteriorated and by 

9 
February the Allies held a loosely defcnc.kJ line along 



the west bank of the Rhine from Strasbourg to the 
Swiss border, freeing troops for use in other sectors. 
The offensive in the Alsace cost the Germans more than 
25,000 men. 

The reduction of the Colmar pocket and the seiz­
ure of the ~oer River dams to the north in the v:icinity 
of Schmidt were_both necessary preludes to clearing the 

· enemy from the west.bank of the-Rhine and a full-scale 
. drive into the heart of Germany·. The U.S. First Army 
now ~ttacked toward Schmidt while the Third Army 

• • threw its weight against the ·Siegfried Linc in the 
Priim-Trier area. By 10 February the First Army had 
.obtained control of the Erft and the Schwammenauel 
·dams, and the following day. had cleared tli~ entire west 
bank of the Rocr. Although failing · to prevent the 
flooding of the Roer Valley, this· action forced the Ger­
·mans to release the waters at a time when our opera­
tions would ~ot be 6ldangered, thus removing th~ most 
serious threat to General Eisenhower's plan for the 
invasion of northern Germany. 

The Combined· Chiefs of Staff met at Malta in 
early February preliminary to a meeting with President 
Roosevelt, Prime Minist~ Churchill, and Marshal Stalin 
in the' ARGONAUT Conference at Yalta· a few days 
later. En route to· the Conference, 1 • met .Gener.al 
Eisenhower briefly at a secret rendezvous near Mar­
seilles where we discussed his future plans that were 
later appr~vcd · at Malta, providing for the closing of 
the. Rhine, the destruction of enemy forces west of ·the 
river, the seizure of bridgeheads across the river in the 
north and south and coordinated drives into the heart 
of Ger~ny. At-Yalta the gene!al plan for the final 
destruction of Nazi Germany was established. • 

In executing_ General Eisenhower's plan, a ~oordi~ 
nated . drive • by the First Canadian Army from the 
Nijmegen bridgehead along_the watershed between the 
Meuse and the Rhine was necessary and an attack by 
the U.S. Ninth Army across the Roer toward Dusseldorf 
was to follow shortly afterward. On 8 February the 
First Canadian Army began its attack following a heavy 
air and artillery preparation. Initially, the Canadian 
advance was rapid, but Hooded terrain delayed the start 
of the Ninth Army attack, permitting the enemy to 

• concentrate against the Canadians. . 
'. In preparation for the Ninth Army offensive, the 

Tactical and Strategic Air Forces flew almost ·10,000 

sorties oQ 22 February, covering rail and transportation 
targets throughout the length and breadth of Germany. 
These blows fro~ British, French, _!Ind Italian bases 

4f, 

·1 · t and were designed to paralyze the German rai sys em . 
isolate the Western Front. The next day the Ninth 

• Army attack was launched and, although there was 
some delay in establishing bridgeheads over the floode~ 

• 'd By I March Roer, the general progress was qwte rap1 • 
Roermond and Munchen-Gladbach were captured and 
the following day the armored columns reache~ ~e 
Rhine north and south of Dusseldorf. Meanwhile., m 
the Prum-Trier-area, ,die Third Army drove across the 
Our and Sauer Rivers, capturing Prum on 13 February. 
Successive bridgeheads were established across the Saar 
and the Kyll Rivers and on 2 March Trie, fell to our 
troops. • From the launching of the opera~ons on. 8 
February to I March more than 66,ooo German pns­
·oners were captured by the Northern and Central 
Army Groups. 

The Wat&h That Failed 

• Advancing on ·the r.ight of the -~inth /umy, the 
First Army captured the ruins of Cologne on 7 March 
against stout resistance. On the same day elements of 
its 9th Armored Division, probing to the Rhine further 
south; found the Ludendorfl Bridge at Rcmagen in­
tact and immediately crossed to die east bank, ~evelop­
ing a small bridgehead. Such a windfall had been 
hoped for but not expected. The prompt seizure and 
exploitation of the crossing demonstrated American 
initative and adap'tability at its best, from the daring 
actio_n of the platoon leader· to the Army commander 
who quickly redirected all his moving colUlJlllS in a 
demonstration of br:illiant staff management. He es­
tablished powerful clements across the river immedi­
ately in accordance with direct orders from General 
Eisenhower. The bridgehead provided a serious threat 
to the heart . of Germany,- a diversion of incalculable 
val~e both to the main effort in the Ruhr· and to the 
reduction of the Saar-Palatinate. It became a spring-
boarcf for the final offensive to come. • 

In the meantime, the Third Army was forcing its 
way through the rugged Eifel hills. By 7 March, con­
stant pressure had crushed the German front north of 
the Moselle. General Patton's armor broke out and 
dashed forward to the Rhine near Koblenz on the 9th. 
Contact was established with General Hodges' First 
Army units routheast of Rernagen, and by n March 
the -A,llies controlled the west bank of the Rhine from 
Nijmegen ill Holland to its junction with the Moselle 
at Koblenz. 

I 
I 
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Once the Eifel sector had been mopped up, General 
• ~tton was ready to assist the Seventh Army in reduc­
.... g the. Saar pocket. General Eisenhower wrote me: 

The Knockoul 

In six weeks the combined efforts of the Allied 
aro:iies had achieved a major objective. The GcrJDan 

Tomorrow rrior1:1ing the XX Corps of Patton's Army be- soil west of the Rhine had been cleared of all hostile 
·ns a local attack in the Trier area as· a preliminary to the 

~~neral attack by Seventh Army on the isth . . So far as w~ forces. The river itself had been forced in two fortUi-
~an determine there is not a single reserve division in this . tous crossings, and the freedom of action of the German 

hole area:. If we ~n get a quick ~rcak-through, the advance defense on the cast bank ,-.as seriously curtailed. Gcn-
\ ould go very rapidly and success in the region will multiply eral Eisenhower ".Vas now ready to launch his otfcnsivc 

~he advantage we have secured in the brid~hr.d at Rcmagcn. beyond the Rhine. . 
.. L will probably be a nasty business breaking through the forti: ' Several considerations governed the selection of 

.ed lines, but once this is accomplished losses should not be 
,eat and we should capture another big bag of prisoners . .f the area north of the Ruhr for the n;1ain effort. A 

nave given Seventh Army 14 divisions for their part of the job, drive in this sector was the quickest me;lDS of denying 
... nd XX Corps (Third Army) jumps off with four. Patton • what vestiges remained of the once rich Ruhr -indus-

,ill throw in another subsidiary effort from north to south tries to the enemy. That stretch of the Rhine between 
'\cross the Moselle with about four to five divisions. • Emmerich and W csel was one of the two-best sites 

On ~4 March General Patton established a bridge-. for a forced crossing, and the Germans had brought • 
head across the Moselle, southwest of Koblenz. • The up only relatively inferior forces to oppose such an '. 
following day his troops lunged southward from the operation. Once across that river the gently rolling 
Moselle bridgehead, other Third Army forces drove terrain north of the Ruhr was mo.suuitable for mobile· 
east from Trier, and-the Seventh Army attacked north- · • and tank operations, the type of warfare it was ~.esired 
ward between Saarbrucken and the Rhine; . Despite • to force upon the enemy because of his shortages in 
den:se mine fields and the formidable Siegfried Line •. tanks, vehicles, and motor fuel. . . 
fortifications, the Seventh gained steadily, pinning down .After a heavy aerial and artillery preparation, the 
strong enemy formations and leaving the Third Army .';; Second British Anny began an assault crossing of the 
tanks free to cut to pieces the rear of the German posi- • Rhine -during the evening 0£ 23 March. Nex~· morn­
tion. On 16 March a spearhead of the 4th Armored. ing; the U. S. 1j7th and the 6th British Airborne Divi- .~ 
Division broke th.rough for a gain of 32 miles and seized sions were dropped north ~d northeast of W esel. 
two bridge;·ac.ross the Nahe River south of Bad Kreuz- British troops crossing the river soon established con-
nach. From this point o.p, resistance sputh 0£ the • tact with the_ airborne forces. The U.S. Ninth Army 
Moselle crumbled. • Armored divisions of the 'Third and . crossed between W escl and Duisburg early on the . 
Seventh Armies enveloped the Saar, and the Rhine cities _ 24th, meeting lig~t to moqerate resistance. Witliin iwo ' 

1 
of Worms and' ~ fell to our swi,ft columns. . days seven bridges bad been built across the river and 

While pocketed German forces in the Saar were the British-American bridgehead stretched 25 miles 
still in process of being mopped up, Third Army in~ along ·the Rhine to a maximum depth of 6 miles. 
fan.tty of the Corps UJ}der Maj. Gen. Manton S. Eddy, General Eisenhower was with the Ninth when it 
aclii.evcd a brilliant surprise by crossing the Rhine at jumped off. He described the attack in a Jetter: 
Op_penl>.(:iJn soutn of Mainz _late on 22 March with de- I have j~st finished a rapid tour of the battle front. Y cs-
cid.~1-y: sketchy and improvised means. In two days this terday and the day before I wa.s with the Ninth Army to wit-
tiridgchcad was C:lllpanded to a width of 15 miles, and _ ncss its jump-off and the early stag~s of the Rhine crossing. 
o@J:lie tlii-d day tic 4th Armored Division broke Simpson performed in his usual outslaJlding style. Our losses 

· · d th mil in kijled, during the crossing, were 15 in one assault division 
tlrou Ii t1m cm.emy lines to a ep 0£ 27 • es, seizing and 16 in the other. I stayed up most of one night to wi.t• 
~~d bridge over the Main River. The daring ness t}lc preliminary bombardment by 1,250 guns. It was 

~ts 4i the Saar had cuiss-ctrosscd and inter- an especially interesting sight because of the fact that all the 
• mingled dc,mcnts, of the two armies. Under the skill- guns were spread out on a plain so that the flashes from one 

full direction of General Bradley and General Devers, end of the line to the other were all plainly visible. It was 

die limiy commanders· regrouped their mingled corps 
~d e:liivisiont without loss. to the D)omcntum of the ~ 
olf msiv.c;. ' • • • • - 1 

• • 

realdrumfi~. • 
,·-, I have noted _so ni.any un~ual and outstanding incidents 
in the forward areas that it would almost weary you to tell 
you of the fuie pc;rfor,inan~ of American and other troops. 

'17 
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For example, the Engineers of VII Corps laid a Treadway 
bridge across the Rhine in 10 hours and JI minutes. While 
not actually under fire, this job was done under battlefield con­
ditions with all the necessary precautions taken to prevent 
unusual damage by a sudden concentration of enemy artillery 
fire. It was a brilliant pcrfo(maoce. 

During the critical week ending 22 March, United 
States aircraft alone made 14,430 heavy bomber attacks, 
7,262 medium bomber attacks, and 29,981 fighter sor­
ties against targets in Europe. 

By 25 March hard fighting in the Remagen area 
had extended the bridgehead to a depth of 10 miles 
ar)d a length of over 30. The German High Command, 
expecting an immediate drive on the Ruhr from this di­
rection, had ~oncentrated strong forces of Army Group 
"B" north of the Sieg River. To their great · surprise, 
General Hodges broke out of the bridgehead to the 
southeast on 26 March, when his armor drove to Lim­
burg, seized a bridge over the Lahn River, and raced 
along the superhighway toward Frankfurt. Other 

. armored columns of the First Army, speeding eastward 
as fast as 40 miles a day, reached Marburg and Giessen by 
.28 March, and then swung north ward through the hill 
country west of Kassel. Troops of the Third Army 
crossed the river at Mainz to reduce the German pocket 
bypassed betwe,en Mainz and Frankfurt while, to the 
.east, other Third Army forces drove on to-ward Kassel . 
and the line of the Fulda River. With solid contact 
between their advancing corps, the First and Third 
Armies were now executing a massive thrust to the 
northeast into the heart of Germany. The complete 
rout of the German military cstablii;hment was now 
under way. 

In the sector of Field Marshal Montgomery's 
Northern Army Group, the U. S. Ninth Army pressed_ 
into the northwest section of the Ruhr. Still further to 
the north, resistance on the right flank of the British 
Second Army slackened considerably toward the end of 
March, and armored troops broke through to Dulmen. 
Meanwhile, on the left flank of the Second Army, the 
enemy withdrew, and British units crossed the Dutch 
border on a 30-mile front. 

During the Jast week• of March both of General 
Devers' armies i~ the south -crossed the Rhine . . The 

1 Seventh sent the XV Corps, commanded by Maj. Gen. 
y.J. H. J-{aislip, across on a 15-mile fron~ between 
Gernsheim and Mannheim. Our troops took Mann­
heim and ad'{anced 25 miles east of the Rhine. The 
Ii Corps of the First French Army crossed _the Rhine 

So 

near Germersheim and established contact with the 
Seventh Army south of Heidelberg. B_y I April, 
French troops had advanced 18 miles. 

The magnitude of the o.ffenrive smothcrc~ re• 
sistance all along the Western Front. The shattered I 
condition of the German transpprt system ~nd the sw-­
tained speed of the Allied adva'nce prevented the enemy 
from coo;djnating a __ defensive _line in any sector.. He I 
did offer bitter Fesistance at isolated points but these· 
were bypassed by the armored colunws, leaYing pockets . 

1 to be mopped up later. During the month of March 
nearly 350,000 prisoners were taken o~ the Western 

Fr~n;he entran:e·o~ th~ Fifteenth ~;;.y~-u~der com- I 
mand of Lt. Gen. L. T. Gerow, into ilie line of the 
12th Army Group on 30 March gave more freedom of 
action to the First and Ninth Armies, enablin_g them 
to increase the weight of the o.ffeqsivc into Germany. 
Ninth Army tanks immeqiatdy brok~ out of the area 
north of th~ Ruhr and swept eastward .~ a powerful 
thrust toward Munster.·· On· I April the enveloping , , 
columns of these armies made ~ntact west of Pader- • 
born, cutting off the Ruhr and a ]arge ar.ea to the south, · 
in the largest pocket of envelopment in the history of 
.warfare. .. . • 

Elements of 18 German divisions from the First 
Parachute, Fifth Panzer, and Fifteenth Armies were en­
circled in this skillful maneuver. Leaving strong forces 
to contain and reduce this giant encirclement, the First 
and Ninth Armies continued eastward toward the line 
of the Weser. ~pearheading the Allied offensive, they 
headed for Leipzig and a prearranged junction with 
the Soviet forces. There was no loss of momentum , 
no respite for the enemy forces, and by the end of the 
first week of April both armi~s had crossed the _Weser 
m the area north of Kassel. 

On 6 April, General Eisenhower wrote me: 

As you can see from the reports, our plans have been de­
veloping almost in exact accordance with original concep­
tions. You must expect, now, a period in which the lines 
on your map will not advance as rapidly as they .did during 
the past several weeks because we must pause to digest the big 
mouthful that we have swallowed in the Ruhr area. It 
should not take too long and, of course, in the meantime, 
mainte~ancc will be pushed to the limit to support our next 
main thrust. My G-2 [Major General Strong of the British 
Army 1 figures that there may be I 50,000 German soldiers left 
in the Ruhr but a number of these will change into civilian 
clothes before we liquidate the whole thing. He is confident 
however, that we will capture at least 100,000. [Actuall;, 



.300,000 were captured.] The enemy ~as been making cf. __ 1n Austria and to preven~ any ~tfective reorganization 
forts ~o break ~ut of the _arc~ but our persistent policy of • of. the enemy remnants in mountainous regions to the 
'cnocking o~t. his ._co~un1cat1on~ to the. east~ard, and his ,'.' .south.' On the right, tNe Seventh Army encountered 
tack of mobility w1thm the pocket, both make 1t very difficult . . . N" be b • kl · d th 
:or him to· launch a really conccned attack. 1 am confident bitter resistattce m urn rg~ ut qwc ! cap~e c 
•.hat.h~ can do ncithing about it; • city and then swµng south intoihc Bavarian plain ... On 

• the first of ·May the Third Army was ·advancing into. 
The Ninth· Army advance from the· Weser to the • : Czechoslovakia on a hundred-mile front· southeast of 

Elbe was- featured by armored gain~ of ~o to 30 miles . _.. Asch; along the Danube other clements had driven 20. 

1 day against little or no resistance·. By mid-April out : miles into Austria. -·The Seventh Army had .. taken 
troops were aJong the Elbe near Wittenberge·aQd Mag- , .. _ Munich; binhplacc of the Nazi party, and-was_·sw:c:cp­
d~burg arid had established ·-bridgeheads across-·the . ~ ing southward toward the lnn-ltiy_et. -Aiong the upper 
rivei:. In rear of_ the armored col~s, the cities of • ~'. Rhine, the First French Arr;ny ~pro.red .lu:rlsruhe and· 
H~nover and Bruns.wick fell to Ninth Army infantry. ·.··-. -~tuttgart in tum and proceeded with the redu':_rlon o_f 
IBypassing Leipzig and strong resi~tance in th_e Harz. :-~- enemy fofces caught in th( Black Forest ~y thc••fust 
Forest, th~ .First :Army drove eastward to. ~t Mul4e .·of.May· the Ftench had c;leared the Sw~s _borger west·:­
Valley south of Dessau. • . • :-,,.:: •. •• _ .. , • · -of Lake €onstance and were • driving into wc;stem . 
• While these extensive . operations continued,: .. the . ':: Austria ·alongside the-~dventh /umy■-:: ~~,; " :_: • • .- • 

b~ttle progresse~ against the trapped German~ in th,e , __ '>, _,_In nordiem Germany, the British Second. Army, -. i 
Ruhr. Witµ the Fifteenth. Army holding the west · ,,. reiiiforced by, tht; XVIII 'Amirjcan Corps under Maj. 
face of ~e ·pocket along the Rhine, and armor and in- '.'.:'.:!·_- Qcr.i. Matthew · B~ Ridpay, broke out from the Elbe- -
fantry of the Ninth and First Armies driving in from · .~,; ·River late in April· and reached -the B~tic on 2 -May . . 
the nor~, east, and south, the formidable enemy f6rc~s .; :: :This action. established . contact with Spvi~ forces at 
were ~bed in just 18 days. More than 309,900. prIS-·. ·-: Wisinar and cut off ·thc-DaJ!ish Peninsula; . Further • •. 
oners were taken iii this unique victory, won far 15elijnd r '. tesisfutce O.fi this frdnt w~ lio~l~;·, O.n.."5 May, the··. ,: 
our forward positions and squarely astride our lin~:of \ ;_: @ermail coirimander-surrendered all force~ •lll D:O~• . : . 

communication . . - . - -t :;..,h!1:7'.'l _T.•.:. w· · estGenrimy· Holland and---udimark: J ·"·~:· . -. -·· _ -_ 
. . .... . . • ..._ ... , • , - .. - t • • 

Soon Leipzig and. the H~ Mouiltains ~e~(~ .. : \,.\~-~/-Along ·~e Danub.c, th~ Third Anqy continued the 
American hands; and the Ninth and First Ar.~e!?, ··_:. ad.van~e into Austria and entered {.inion 5May. _ Next 
closed on the· line of the Elhc;Mulde; the foiwara lilllit/:.. ~ '~ day-Pilsen fefi • to our for~ iri Czcchosl~vaki~. General. · • 
which had b_cen· ar;~ged with the Soviets: -.T~ ~st~~-: .. ;:, Patch's Seventh Army swept across ~e Inn en a wide .. -' 
lish • contact with our Allies from _the Eastern' ;F.r;_ont;.~ .~:. firont an~· drove 40 miles to cap~ ~alzburg and Hit• . , • 
First Army patroi.s· pushed ~~t of the Mulde· to Tor~~':-:- .'.i ler's-stronghold'at Bercht~sgadcn~-· Other Seventh Army 
where the lo~g-a~~tcd juncture ~ith the lt~d -~mf.'/: troops who had take~- Innsbruck _dr~vc -~oug~ the 
occurred _on 25 April. _. _ _ •. . . • . • 1 . . : : 1. ~reru:i~ P~s to_cstab~,con~ct .w1th the F~ .Arm_Y 
• 10 • the north, tlic British Second Anny advancing : ·~ at :•V1p1tcmo. Smee its landmg ~n -the Riviera, the 

th O b •• k B • • had d th W • Seventh Army had advanctd an average of more than on e sna rue • remen axis crosse e cser . 1, - _. • - • - • . • 

b d fr Mind 1 . A il d. • ,,. ,. 3 nulcs a day agamst what .bad been ~e most fonrud-
on a roa ont near en car y m pr an was bl • . th Id At 6 M • - " - . · . . • - . . . - • • • a e army m e wor . n<X?n• on · ay, .n.rmy 
at the out~kirts of Breme~ by the Dll~~le of ~e_mo~tb. _ ·Group "G," comprising all German forces in Austria, 
F.r:om their Weser crossmgs the British struclc. north- · :: surrendered unconditionally to our Sixth Army Group, 
ward toward Ha~urg', reaching the Elbe_ southcast .• ·._ just II months after the l_;mding in Normandy. 
of the city. The_ ~adians £~recd the lj~,c~ River alld : .. - The powcrful ·Wehrmach~ had disintegrated w:,.der 
pressed on tJirough .the Dutch tow:ns, liberating the :: the combined Allied blows, and the swift advances into 
remaining scc~on~ of eastern and northern H«:>lland. _· ;· '.1 the mountains of Aiistria and Bohemia had prevented 

. 'Far to the south, the Third.Army, after aapturing the. cstablis~e~t-of an iPner fortress. Surrounded on_ 
Miihlhauscn, Gotha, and Erfurt, crossed the S,aalc River . ·-~ fronts·by cha~ and ~verwbclming defeat, th~ emis-_ 
and wrncd sou~cast toward the _mou~rains of Czecbo-: ··; saries of the German government surrendered_ to th~ 
slovakia and the ))~iibe Valley: Thia advance •W.a;s . ,. Allies at Rciins on 7 May 1945, all land, sea, and air 
designed to establish mm cono(t with the Sovie~forccs ! 'F mccs of the Reich. . • . .'· . C ·I,. _ .... .-:· .--.- : _- : 

. -. ·." ! •. . ,' . • •• • : ~ . ..... , • ' • • ,· . .:~ 
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ORDER OF BATTLE EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (.AS OF 7 MAY 194,) 

[The order of battle of our Allies is nc:,t shown below Army ,eve!, except where American forcn ve uqdet th.tic oper.ational coauol.] 

Unit 

··1preme Headquartera ~lied Expeditionary Forces ......... • ... . 

.1,«tlllon 
. Commandtr . , Ven.ailln · 

General of the Army, Dwight D. Ei,enhower. . . . . . . Maio He.ad~, 
Fr.atJce. 

Advance ·Headqu.atten, Rbeim,, 

I 
, , Pr.aooe 

,,rthem Group of ~mica (21st Army Group) . ........ , ..... ,. F/M Sir Bernard L. Montgomery ... •... .... . . ....... Sachcelo, Germ.any. 
First Canadi211 Army .. ...... .... , ...................... , . Gen. H. o. G. ·crera.r ., . .. .•... , . , . '. ........ , . . . . . . Holla.od. 
Second British Army ................................... : . Lt ,.,._ s· U!J C ....... ,,,. _ y _ • u-c:D. 1r .. ., es . .....,mptey.. . .. . . . .... . .. . . . .. unu,&O , . . 

XVDI Corps (Airborne). : .... . ." ...... , . ............. Maj. Geo. M, B. Ridgway ........ ,' .. : ............. Germany. 
.,th Armored Division .... .... ,,,. . .... : ...... , . : Maj. Geo. i., B. Oliver .... .'· ..... .' .... ....... ~. •.... Gttmaoy. 
7th Armored Division .................... -:-...... Maj. Gen. ll. W. Hasbrouck. ..... , ....... . ........ , .. Germ.aay. 
82d Airborne Division ....... : ... · ., . . ......... • .. M • G J M ,.,. • -'-•Ay a,J. en. . •. uaVID ........ , ..... , .. . .. .. . .. . . l:rcu,.... • 

8th Infa.otry Division . , . . ... , . .. .' .•. . .'. , .... • ... ; M&J. Gen. ·B. B. Moore: .. : . ·: . .. ; ...... : ... , .. . . . . Germany. 
~"tltral Group of Armies (12th Army Group) ............... •.. Gen. Omu N ... Budley ..... ,, ............. .-. . . . . . Wieslndeo, Gcnupy. 

Ninth Army ................................... • ....... •.•. Lt ,.._ w·111 H s· Bra ch • g G-•Ay . u-c:n, I alD • .IIDplOD,. ·••. , .. • . . , . .... , , , , , UDI WJe , c•-- • 

XIll Corps . ... . ................... . • .... : ........... : Maj. 'Gen. A. C. Gillem, Jr .. .' ...... .'. ............ Germany. 

I 

I 

• 3Sth Infantry Division , .. .' ... . . ,,.•:• .... . 1 .. : ..... ' . Ma). Gen. Paul W. Baade, .... : .................. Germany, 
84th Infanay Division .... ..... .......... , ....... Ma). Gen, A. R. Bolling ..... · .····· .... , ............ . Germ.any. 
102d Infantry ~vi•i~o ............. ..... : ........ . Ma). Gen. F. A. Keating ........ : ..... .... , . •. . . . . Ger1D&Dy. 

XVICorps .. , .... ..•.. . : . ........... .' .... ~, ·, ...... , . . Maj. Geo.J. B. Ao~mon: .... . . ·.' ..... '. ....... .... . Gttmaoy. • 
29th lnfaotryDi~sion ..... _. ..... .-... . .. .' .. ~ .', ..... Ma): Geo. C.H. Gerhardt .. , .. :.' ....... : . . , .... •. ,:. Germany. 
75th Infantry Di?i1ioo ............... .' ....... :. .. Maj. Geo. R. E.. Poru~ ...................... :.... Germany. 
79th lofa.nay ~billioo ........ : ." ... .'' .. : . , .• .. , . . .: M&j. Geo. I .. T. Wyche. :· ........ .'· .... .' ......... _.. f.ermaoY·. 
95i:h Infantry Divi&ioo. u, . • •_. . ......... : .•.• • • • ... ,'. Maj. Gen. H. L. Twaddle, ..... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . Germ.any. 

JCI.?r Corp .. '. ........ , .'. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maj. Gen. ll. S. McLain ..... .. -~ ...... ·, .. . . . •. . . . . Gumany. 
2d Armored Division ..... .-:. ............. .' ...... •. ~1 Maj. Geo. I. D. Whii:e." ... : .. : . ............ ~· .. :. Germany. 
8th Armored Diviaioo ... . ..... : ..... : .... : .. ." .. :-.. Maj. Gen. J.M. Devine.:·.-... ::.................. Gennmy . 

I . 

. 30th Infantry Division .... ·~· ....... . ..... : ..... . .. Maj. Geo. L. S. Hobbs .. : . . • .. · ........ . :.......... Ge:ruuany. • 
• 8)d lnfaoay Diviaioo .. ..... ......... . : . . : .. ....... • MAj. 9':o. R . . C. Macon ...... , .................. , G6m.any. 

Fiat Army ........ , .......... : ., ... -......... . ......•... , Gen. Courtney H. Hodges .. , ................ . :. .. Weimu, Germa.oy. 
7Bi:h Infaoay Division ....... , ..... -.,~- .... ,.', ... ; Maj. Gen. E. P. Park~, Jr. :-.......... ... ........ Germany. 

' • • • " J • ,.._JI· VD Corp ... ~ ..... . ..... . ... , . ...... ,............... Lt. Gen. J. L . ...., 1.111 ••••.•.• _. · ........ ~·. ··- . ; • •••• 
1

; Germ.any. 
3d Armorecl DiYisioo.-.. . ...... , ~•.• ...... ::.: .. _. . , ._. ' B~ig. Geo. Doyle O: Hickey.: .......... ..... .... •.. Germany • 

• 9th ~ay Divis.ion ..................... . .. ~.:..... M&j. Gen, L /i:,. Ciai,g ... : .• : , .... : , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Germany. 
• 69.th lnfaoayDiviaiod ...... . .......... ~ .. ,.' .... . Maj.Gen.Bu)il F.Reiohardt ... _. ........ .' ............ Germany., ,r 

. . ' . · ' .... Ail • • • • • 
104i:h Infantry Division' . ... :. .. .' ..... .. .... . .. :·.. . Maj. Gen. Terry en .; .. . ......... ... ... ,........ Germany~ 

vm Corps. ~ ..... :_ ......... ·~ •.. , . .' . ... . ; . . :.': .... . ': .. •. ~I- Gen. Troy H .. •Middlet0n. : ..:: . : ... ... . . • ... • .. •. Germany ••••••• 
• 6th Armored Diriaion ..... ........ .. : ...... . ~ .. ~•,•.: BrJJ. Gen. George W. Read,Jr .........•.......•. : German:, •. 

• · • • •• • , Ma. Geo ~rtl' 1L Sch ·d ' • r---76th lofaotry Divirioa ..... ....... ;•····· · · ··· ··.. 1: , 1 JUD 1111 t .... . ... .. . ... : •••• ....... ~,. 
87.th Infantry Divisiop .... · .. : .. : .......... .' .. , ..... :: Ma.j1 Gen. Fta.o~ J;,. Culio, Jr .. , ..... .,,.. . . . ........ Germaiiy. • 

. 89th Wancir Division· ..........•.... ,, .. , .. . .. : ·-~· Maj. Gen. ~onw D. Finley •••• , •..•• : ............ Genn&oy. 
Third Army., ............... ,.. : . ........ : ..... , ... ., . .. . . Gen. George S. Patton, Jr •.. .• : .............. _. . . . Edangeu, Germany. 

◄i:h Inf&Dtry·Div.woa.'.· ... · ...... : ..... : . . . .. .. .. . Maj. Gto •. Harold .W. Blake~ey ..... , .... , ... . ....... • Germapy.· 
70th W.Otry Diviaion. -.. :. , .... ; .... : .....•.... .- M•i• Gen. A. J .. Barnen •.•• , •.. ; ..••. ,, ........ :. Germany • 

m Corp, ....... '. ........... : ... .. .. . , ............ .' .• Mal, Geo. James .A. Van Fleet ••...•.. •.••...... : . Germany. 
· 14th Armored°Div}tioo ..... .-.. •.• .... ·'• ., ..... :. . . Mal, Gen.•Albert C. Smith .' ••••.. : .. ... ... ........ Gfflnany. 

99th Iaf&DCI)' Diiriaion .... : . . . . . . . .• . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Maj. Geo. \¥alter E. I,aaer •••.••••••• , •.• , •• , . • • • • • Getman:,. 

V r- Maj. Geo. CJ_ arence R. Huebner ................ , . . . Germany . ...... r· •··· ···· .. .-·.~··, ·, ···•··· .. •··· ·• ····• ........ .. 
""'- "--d Di-Jti'oa , M•J• Geo. John W, Leonard ...•....• : . . ~ •.....••. . Gcnnany. • 71o11.AI"-•• • •" .. H .. .,,, • . , • •" • .,,. • 

1 ..... ,. ____ ... Di··.1•1IOD· Bri1. Gen:Jobn L Pierce ., ..... ,,... .... ........ . Czechollovakia. 
- • llollll- • •••,.,••:•".'"!"""''" 

lat 1.afaaay Diviiion ..... ; , . ... , . r , i ...... , •• ,.. Maj. Geo. Clifc Andr111-. :· •••• ••••••••••••. • ., ••••• : Clech91lovwa. 
2d 1Dfa11csy·oivwon,., . ... , ...... , . .. . .. .. . ... . Maj. Gen. Walter M. Roberuoo .................... . Czecho,lovakia. 

. '7rh lnlaairy Diviaiod .... , . .................... Brig. Gen. Milroa B. HalNy.. . .......... .... .. • . •.. Clechoaloukia. 
XU Cotpa . . : . ..... , Maj. Geo. Su.tf'ord broy Irwin .. .' .•. .'.... . ....... Germany. . 

' ◄•'- Ar·:_:~Di· ·: ·j· :,:.: " .. . . , . . .... .. •. .. i-d.·1• Gffl. Wflllam !rf. Hoge.,. , ............ ,.. . . Caechoalo•aki• 
loll 1111.111.11 'f IIVl,I • ... •.. •.••• • • • , ~ •••• I •• ' • ,... 

l 
.. a ... _J DJ • Ion • ........... Ma). Gen. Holmea E. Dager • • . , ....... 1 ••• ,.... . •.• Austria. ..c n.rmo~- vu . •·. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . E . . • . . 
• 1. •-L.- D' • 1 , Ma), Gen. Albert . Brown.;.................. .. Germany '"' ........ uy ivu on .. ' ... • ..... .... . .. ,..... •• • ·11-·..1 S p ul • • 
·" Y-6 o· ._, • Maj. Geo. W1 llnl • • ·~ ....... ' ... ... ·".. ... Auatria. 26"4" lllBIDEr)' JVluOD .. , " .. • ... " • " "· • " • "· 1.. L Ea 

.,,,._h J-6 o· ' I . . • . ' . . Mat:Gen. Her...,rt • rne1t ••. ••.•••.•.• ... . .•. . . . .Ciecboalovdda 
-• 1111JJID' 1v11 on •••••••• , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • alk • • Lt. Gen, Wahon H. W er .. : : .... . : . . . . . . . . . . . . Genl!any. 

XX Cor,-., · · ' · · , · ,;. · ' • · • · • ' · · ·• · ••••• ~ • ~ •• , ••• ~ •• ' • • • Gen J ho Millik 
l)ch Armored•Divi1ion .... , ......... , • • • • • • • • ·.. Maj. • • • 0 

~ · • • ~; ••• • • • • • • • • ••• • • • • • • • • Germany • 
.,_

6
__ Di : . Maj. Gen. Stanley.E. Reinhart ..... ~. . . . . . . . . . . . . Auuria. • 

6Si:h .a.w:autry YJIIOD •••• , • , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • II d G W 1 • 

D
. . 

1 
Ma). Ge11. Wl ar • yman . . ....... • .. ; . . . . . . . Auattia. ' 

n,c IDfaacry 1'¥11 OIL • • • ; • ,. • .. " " • ' " " • " •• ' ff L McJ • d 
8Cltb Inf&Dtry.Diviaioo ........ ·,· ... .. . • , .. . . . . . . . Maj. Geo. orace • r1 e •••••••• ,-••• • ••••••• ' Au1cria. 
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I 

I 

.,i.. 



Ccorral Group of Armies-Continued 
Fifteenth Army.. . . . . . . . . . . . . L G ~ _;;. d T G ., _ _. ,.r ~L~ ""--"-

66 h I f D
. .. • ...... · ...... .. ......... r. en . .LCUnar , . erow .... , ................. .uau ~,eun....-, ~lllly. 

t n antry 1vision.. .. .. .. . .. -
106th Infantry Division .. ...... • .. :::. . .......... Maj. Gen. ijerman F. Kramer, •••••••••••••• , .... . .. Jlr.mc:e. 

XXII Co .. .. .. .. .. .. Maj. Gen. Donald A. Stroh . .. . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . Puna. 
rP1: • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · • • • •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ma). Gen. Emeac N. Harmon . ... , ... , . . . . . . . . . . . . Germany. 

17th Airborne Division • • •. 
h I 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • . . . . . . . . . Ma). Gen. Wjlliam M. Miley .•. . .... , . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ -

xxriteor~~t~~ .~~~i·s·i~~.-... •. •. '.:::::::::::: : •. • .. • .•.•. •. •. • .• Maj. Gem, Hli.rry J. ~lo~. .. .. • .. • .. .. • .. • • • •• • Gcrlila4y. 
Maj. Gen. Hup J. Gaffe)! . .. . . .. ... . .. .. .... : . . . . German1,. 

• h G 28th Infantry Division .... .. ................ ·.. . . Maj. Gm. Norman D. Cota-..................... Germany, 
,outse.m roup of Arm, ies (6th Army Group).. . ......... . . .. ,.._ J b L ...,_ • " u~,d 11s..-c "'~-~ • ""'n. aro . ..,.,.vm. , •.••• · ••·•••• •••••· ••·• " • nca e--&• ~ ......... y. 

eventh Army. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L G Al d M p ch LL , L :'._11:. _ _., G-•ft t . .en. e•an _er . at .. .. .. . :, • . , , . .. . . ... . ,_,,....,JKUFllllll, .. ._y. 
12th Armored Division. . .. .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . .. . Majf Gen. R.oderick &. Allen ..... ,., ....... . ...... ~~- • 
63d Infantry Division...... ......... . ... . ....... Maj( Gm. Loui1 Hlblis . . . .. ........ L ..... ~ ...... Gcqnaay, 
45th Infantry Division. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maj. Gen. Rohen T. Prederid,.. ...... mm:,.. • 
100th In(:mtry Division ... . ..... . . : .... . . .. .... . Ma1, Gen. W. Ai.. ;Butt~•·.. .. .......... .,. 

XXI Corps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maj. Gen . .Fta.nk W,. Milbm<a .• , , .• -· •. - • 
101st Airborne Division .. , . .. . .......... . . . . : . . . . Maj. ~n. Muwell D. TaylPJ' . ..•... . 
36th Infantry Division . ........ . ............ ..... • tdaj. Gm. JobJI B. Dalll~t,. . . • .. 

XV Corps .. .. .. .. ... ... .. ... . ... . .. . .... .. ......... • Lt. Gen. Wade H. Haidip .. ... . . . 
20th Armored Division . ...... ·............. ...... Maj. Gen. Orlando Ward , .. ..... . 
3d Infantry Division............................ Maj•. G~n . .Jo1in W. 0'l>anfel.,, , . 
42d Infantry Division. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . MAj. Gen. Harry J. C!.ollw .. .. 
86th Infantry Divi, ion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mai, Gen. Hll!ri• Ml. ~rd 

VI Corps ...... . . . .... ...... ........... ..... ......... Maj,-~n. Ed 
10th Armored Divi,i<lll . . .. ...... ... . .... ,,. . . . . . . . Maj. Gen. . 
44th Infantry Division. . .. . .. . . . . . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . Maj. Gen. 
103d Infantry Division ..... ; .................... '., Maj:r Ge 

First French Army ......... . .. .. .. ..... . . ..... .. ... , . , . . . Gen,.Je 
, HAEF Reserve , 

First Allied Airborne Army . .................. : . .. . .. . . .. ,Lt. 
13th Airborne Division ... ..... .. ........ . . .. ; .. · ....•. 

US Strategic .Air Forces in Europe* ..... .. ... . ... • .......... , .. Ge 
Eighth Air Force ................ : ...... :. • ............. - . Et. • ..... ,..,..ic.•_-. ED1• 

1st Air Division ... . ... . .. ....... : .......... : .. ; 
2d Air Division . . . . .. .. ....... ., .. . . . .- . . . .. ... . •• 
3d Air Divisio.n ........... ....... . .. , .... .. . .. . 

Ninth Ail Force .. ... ......... . ........... _. ..... . ...... , 
IX Bomb Division . . ............... ...... . .. . ..... . . 
IX Tactical Ail Com111a11d ...................•. . ....• . 
XIX Tactical Air ColDIIWld ...... : .. . . : . : . : . . ..... .. 
XXIX Tactical Air Command .... ... ... , ...•.... .,, .... . 

. Fim Tact.ic:al Air Force (Prov.) ..... : .. .. : ..... .. . .. _. , . ,'., 
Xll Tactical Air Comm:a.nd .. , ... ... ... . .. • . .. .. . . .". . • B 
be French Air Command ..... . ... .. , .. . . . . .. . .. . .. .. • • 
IX Troop Carrier Commant , . . ... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maj, Gen, 

•&m:isecl operational conrrol ov~r Pif~tb /Jr Poree 1Bowa•'iindcr 

I, 

y. 
many. 
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T/ 1-CTORY OVER JAPAl\f 
Th_e l{_oad To China 

Of all the battle fronts of the global war, the situa­
tion in East Asia two years ago was the .bleakest for the 
United Nations. In seeking to capitalize on the pre­
occupation of the Western Powers i..p Europe and the 
sheak attack on the American fleet at Pearl Harbor, 
the Japanese had established an immense perimeter of 
conquest in the Far East. By July 1942 it extended 
more than halfway across the Pacific, southward almost 
to Australia, and westward to the mountain barriers of 
the India-Burma front. The advance eastward of the 
Japanese had been halted in the critical battles of Mid­
way and the Coral Sea. But Japan still held tremendous 
areas replete with the natural resources essential to the 
conduct of modern warfare. 

So far, our advance back over these areas taken by 
the Japanese in their initial stride had been slow and 
painful. It seemed to many Americans that if we 
had to repeat agam and again the bloody struggles for 
Guadalcanal and the Papuan ·coast of New Guinea by 
what was popularly termed "island hopping," the de­
cision in the war with Japan was distant many years. 
Army and Navy commanders were welfaware of the 
difficulties and paucity of means. Nevertheless, we had 
undertaken offensive operations in the Pacific and Far 
East with only the small forces then available because 
it was imperative that the Japanese be halted and placed 
on the defensive. 

Japan''s rush into Burma had isolated China except 
• for the th1n line of air supply over the 500 miles of the 
Himalayan Hump between Assam, India, and the Yun­
nan plateau. The Japanese had attacked China at' the 
most propitious time for carrying out their dreams of 
conquest of Asia and Oceania. In the face of almost a 
complete lack of war materiel, China had refused to 
submit. • But her condition by the early summer of • 
1943 had gr.own truly desperate. 

China'3 most crifical needs were in trucks and 
rolling Stock, artillery, tanks, and other heavy equip­
ment. It was impossible to fly this materiel over the 
Hi~alayas in the essential q~antities. In fact, except· 
as it supplied the American Fourteenth Air Force com­
mandecl by General Chennault with gasoline, bombs, 
and ammunition, the Hump air route at that time gave 

China little material assistance. If the armies and gov­
ernment of Generalissimo Chiang Kai~shek had been 
finally defeated, Japan would have been left free to 
exploit the tremendous resources of China without 
harassment. It might have made it possible when the 
United States and Britain had finished the job in 
Europe, and assaulted the Japanese home islands, for 
the government to flee to China, and continue the war 
on a great and rich land mass. 

The Combined Chiefs of Staff recognized that 
Germany had to be defeated first and that die quickest 

• approach to Japan was across the Pacific, spearheaded 
by our Navy. Nevertheless, they believed that China 
must be given sufficient support to keep her in the war. 

Accordingly, when this critical phase of the global 
war was discussed at Casablanca in J ~nuary 1943, the 
Combined Chiefs direcJed that preparations be made 
to reestablish surface communications to China and to 
step up the flow of supply over the Hump even though 
at that time Allied resources were being heavily taxed 
to bring the N~rth African campaign to a successful 

I . -
conclu~ion and to extend control over the Mediter~ 
ranean. We knew they would be much more heavily 
taxed as we gathered our strength for the invasion of 
France. 

At the TRIDENT Conference in Washington four 
months later the position of the Allies in Asia was re­
considered, and it was agreed that top priority must 
be given the Air Transport Command to increase -the 
capacity of the aerial route over the Hump -to 10,000 

tons a month. It was also resolved that vigorous action 
must be taken to begin a Burma campaign in the fall 
at the end of the 1943 monsoon. 

Three months later in the •QUADRANT Confer­
ence plans were laid in greater detail to realize the 
maximum effect that could be obtained in Asia with 
the resources then available. The penetration into 
Burma from India was a task of unusual difficulty. 
Communications between the Port of Calcutta and 
Assam were limited t.o one railroad which changes 
from broad to meter gauge and which must cross the 
sweeping Brahmaputra River in ferries because the 
monsoon floods make bridging impossible. Nowhere 



• 

• 

al_ong the India-Burma front,ier is there an easy west-to­
east passage. The jungles that cover the barrier of the 
Himalaya.Q 'foothills are malari~-ridden, infested with 
acutt dysenteries and endemic typhus. 

The United States and Great Britain had insuf­
ficient · landing vessels even to give assurance of the 
success to the operations planned for the Mediterranean 
and Western Europe. It was• impossible at that time to 
mount an amphibious attack on Burma from the south. 

Operation CA~I'T AL 

At the QUADRANT Conference. the Southeast 
Asia Command was created 'under. Admiral, the Lord 
Louis Mountqatten. Lt. Gen. Stilwell, who commanded 
the China-Burma-India U. S. Theater, was made his 
deputy. All 'the resources the United States could make 
available to him were allocated for the task ot re­
establishing land communications to China. Jt was 
urgently desired to furnish greater Allied resources in 
the East than w~re· allotted. They simply were not 
available. 

In the new command structure the Combined 
Chiefs of Staff. continued to exercise general jurisdic­
tion over operations in Southeast Asi~ and over the 
a Vocation of American and British resources. · Opera­
tions in .the Chinese theater of war were under the 
command of the Generalissimo, with Stilwell as his 
Chief of Staff. All Royal Air Force and Army Air 
Forces combat strength on the Burma front, including 
the U. S; Tenth Air ,Force, was formed into the 
Eastern Air Command under Maj. Gen. George E. 
Stratemeyer. 

It was decided that an offensive in North Burma 
should be undertaken in. the winter of 1943 and 1944, 
and that the Ledo Road from Assam, then under con­
struction by American engineers, should be extended 
to the old .Burma Road at Mongyu as rapidly as the 
offensive operations progressed. It was also decided to 
build a pipe line from Calcutta to Assam and another 
one paralleling the Ledo Road. • These lines would 
greatly in.crease the flow of motor fuels to .China. 

At the same ·conference it was decided to enlarge 
the cap~city o~ the Hump route to 20,000 tons a month. 
The pl~ for the bombing of the Japanese Islands 
by : B-29's operating out of China was reviewed and 
accepted at the QUADRANT Conference. The air 
plan for the reduction of Japan, adopted at the con­
ference, for~saw the · establishment of supe,rfortress 

bases in the Pacific to subject Japan to the sa:me dev-
. astating air attack that ~,as to prepare Germany for 
assault by 9ur ground forces. The target of the air 
route and new overland supply route to China estab­
lished at this ;irst Quebec c~nfer_ence, was. 85,000 tons 
per month of general stores and 54,000 tons of petroleum 
products, which would move via the pipe line. 

These decisions regarding the Ledo Road, the in­
crease of Hump tonnage, the construction of pipe lines, 
and the campaign in North Burma generally presented 
a most difficult and trying problem to the Combined 
Chiefs of Staff. Ocean tonnage, transpor~ planes for 
possible airborne operations to break die stalemate in 
Italy, an increase~ the inflow of troops into the United 
Kingdom for OVERLORD, assistance for General Mac­
Arthur's campaign in the Southwest Pac:ific, and other 
urgent requir.ements all had to be taken into consider­
ation m the light of our limitations in resources. Sacri­
fices would be required somewhere but if made at the 
wrong place they would cost the lives of Allied soldiers 
and delay final victory. 

Since the ope~ations in Burma could not begin 
until the monsoon had ended in Assam and the floods 
had receded, the Allied staff chiefs with the President 
and Prime Minister had the opportunity to meet with 
Chiang Kai-shek • in Cairo in November 1943 before 
our projected offensive began. At the Cairo Confer­
ence the Combined Chiefs of Staff made further efforts 
to ,find the resources to increase the scope of ~e Burma 
campaign by adding amphibious operations in the Bay 
of Bengal. These resources were available nowhere in 
this world unless we abandoned the great basic de­
cision to dose •with the German enemy in Westeri: 
Em:ope in 1944.· The alternative would have per­
mitted the Japanese to exploit their prizes of conquest 
in the Pacific islands. It was determined, however, 
that by means of the projected Allied attacks acr_oss the 
India-Burma frontier, it would be possible to drive 
the Japanese from Northern Burma and achieve the 
objective of reopening surface communications to 
China. 

The preliminaries to these operntions began late 
in October just prior to the conference at Cairo and 
Teheran. The Chinese 22d 2nd 38th Divisions moved 
from their forward positions in front of the advancing 
Ledo Road into the Hukawng Valley. These troops 
had been trained in the center established at Ramgarh, 
India, through the energy and wisdom of G=neral Stil­
well .and with the approval of the Generalissimo. 
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In February the Chinese advan~es down the Hu­
k;wng Valley were joined by a specially trained Amer­
ican infantry combat team known as the GALAHAD 
Force commanded by Brig. Gen. Frank D. Merrill. 
These ·troops had been gathered in a call for volun­
teers that-went to all United States jungle trained and 
veteran infantry units in the 'Paci.fit and in the Western 
Hemispher.e. Marching over the ·most difficult ter­
rain under intolerable weather conditions, the Chinese 
and American forces virtually destroyed the Japanese 
18th Division, which had captured Singapore in the 
Japanese advance. In May 1944 they fought 'their 
way into the airfield at Myitkyina, the key to Northern 
Burma. 

During most of this campaign the Japanese were 
effectively blocked from reinforcing Northern Burma 
through the Irrawaddy Valley by columns of seasoned 
British and Indian jungle tro9ps, com}nahded by the 
late Maj. Gen. Orde C. Wingate. These columns were 
known as long-range penetration groups. Some of 
them marched from India to establish their strangle­
holds on Japanese communications; others were taken 
in by glider in an airborne operation directed by U. S. 
Col. Philip G . Cochran, who commanded a specially 
organized composite air group known as Air Com­
mandos. While General Srilwell's forces · were ad­
vancing on Myitkyina troops of the Generalissimo 
commanded by Marshal Wei· Li Hai.mg crossed the 
Salween River from the east. 

Patrols of the two forces finally met at Tengchung 
in the summer of 1944, establishing the first thin hold 
on Northern Burma. • 

During the fall of 1943 the Japanese, anticipating 
the attack in Burma; had been building their strength 
for a counteroffensive to prevent the reestablishme_nt 
of surface communications with China. Japanese 
forces attacked eastward across the Salween ·in the 
Lungling ·area and were met and stopped by the 
Chinese in time to permit completion of the road 
from Ledo. Another strong Japanese force struck to­
ward India while Lhe Allied operations were in prog. 
ress in an effort to seize the large British base at 
Imphal and sever the Bengal-Assam Railroad below the 
bases on which Hump air tr~sportation and General 
Stilwell's operations were dependent. By April 1944 
Imphal _was cut off and the Japanese threatened Dima­
pur ,on the railroad. British and Indian troops fl.own 
to the sector met the attack, turned it back, and re­
established contact with the Indian divisions in the 
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Imphal plain. A'{t'er . heavy a.hd prolonged fighting, 
the hostile divisions were cfl.spersed and cut up with 
heavy losses. At the same time, British' ·and J apan~se 
troops in the Arakan to the · so~th were engaging in 
see-saw fighting along the -coast of the Bay of B~n'gal. 

The reentry into Burma was the mosf'a~hitious 
campaign yet waged on·the end of an airborne supply 
line. From ·the first advance by the Chinese into the 
Hukaw?g Valley in October until ~ter the fall of 
Myitkyina town the next August ther~ were at all times 

• between 25,000. and 109,000 troops in,volved • in fight­
ing al).d dependent largely or entirely on food, equip­
ment, and ammunition that . could be aiMupp}ied, 
either·by parachute, free drop, or air-landed. 

The air supply was maintained by troop carrier 
squadrons, British and American,- commanded by Brig . . 
Gen. William D. Old, under .the direction of General 
Stratemeyer's Eastern Air Cori:uhand._ Night and day 
troop carrier C-46's and 47's shuttled from numerous 
bases and air strips in the Brahmaputra Valley to points 

• of rehdezvous with the Allied ground· columns in the 
Bum).a junglet Each trip had to be How.n o~er one or 
more of the steep spines which the Himalayas shove 
southward along the India-Burma frontier to establish 
one of the most formidable barriers to military opera­
tions in the world. The troop carrier 5quadrons at the 
height of the campaign averaged 236 hours of flying 
time for each serviceable plane a month for three months. 
The normal average m·onthly flying time is 120 hours. 

At two critical stages of the campaign the troop 
carrier· squadrons assisted ,by. Air Transport Command 
planes made major troop lllovements in a matter of 
hours and days -thaf would have ·required weeks and 
months by surface transport. 

The first was the movem~nt of British and Indian 
troops to meet the threat on the Bengal-Assam Railroad 
at Dimapur. The second was the movement of two 
Chinese divisions, the 14th and 50th, from Yunnan, 

• China, ·across the Hump to the troop carrier base at 
Sookerating, in Assam, India. This operation was ac­
complished in just eight days. The Chinese troops were 
picked up by Air Tr~sport Command planes in China 
a~d landed at the troop carrier field where they were 
entirely refitted, armed, and flown to a staging area in 
the· Hukawng from where they entered the battle for 
Myitky.ina. 

Only by air supply was the Burma campaign at 
all possible. The jungle co'vered ridges betwe_en India 
and Burma have effectively resisted the advance of 
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civilizations. They are inhabited by mountain tribes 
of Kachins, Chins, and the headhunting Nagas. Be­
fore United States Engineers accomplished the H er­
culean job of driving the Ledo Road,now known as 
the Stilwell Road , across the mountains and through 
the jungles, a road from the Brahmaputra to the 
Irrawaddy Valley was considered an impossibility. 

Fall of Burma 

The m1ss10n that the Joint Chiefs of Staff had 
given General Stilwell in Asia was one of the most 
difficult of the war. He was out at the end of the 
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Europe and the Pacific campaign, which were clearly 
the most vital to final victory, exceeded our resources 
in many items of materiel and equipment and all but 
absorbed everything else we had. General Stilwell 
could have only what was left and that was extremely 
thin. He had a most difficult physical problem of 
great d istances, almost impassable terrain, widespread 
disease and unfavorable climate; he faced an extremely 
difficult political problem and his purely military prob­
lem of opposing large numbers of enemy with few 
resources was unmatched in any theater. 

Nevertheless General Stilwell sought with amaz­
ing vigor to carry out his mission exactly as· it had 
been stated. His great efforts brought a natural con-
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Rict of personalities. He stood, as it were, the midple~ 
man between two great governme~ts . other than _his 
own, with slender resources and problems somewhat 
overwhelming in their corpplexity. As a consequence 
it was deemed necessary in the fall of 1944 to relieve 
General Stilwell of the burden of his • heavy respon­
sibilities in A,sia and give him a respite from attempt­
ing the impossible. 

At the same time it became obvious the mission 
of reestablishing communications with China would 
be -accomplished, and as the future objectives of the 
forces in Southeast Asia and China were to grow con­
tinually more divergent, it appeared advisable to make 
a clear division of the two theaters. Accordingly, the 
American administr~tiv~ area of China-Burma-India 
was separated into the India-Burma and the China 
theaters. Lt. Gen. Daniel I. Sultan, who had been 
General Stilwell's deputy, was given command of the 
India-Burma theater. .Maj. Gen. Albert C. Wede­
meyer, formerly Chief of the War Department Stra-

• tegicai Planners and later a member of Admiral 
Mountbatten's staff, was appointed commander of our 
forces in China, succeeding General Stilwell as the Gen­
eralissimo's Chief of Staff. 

No American officer had demonstrated more 
clearly his knowledge of the strength and weakness 
of the Japanese forces than General Stilwell ;md the 
steps necessary to defeat them in Asia. He was 
brought back to the United States to reorient the train­
ing of the Army Ground Forces for the war against 
Japan. Then after the death of General Buckner on 
Okinav{a he was returned to the field to command 
the U. S. Tenth Army. 

The Burma campaign continu1td with intensity 
during the monsoon season of 1944. Chinese1 Ameri­
can, and British troops were then disposed along the 
Chindwin River north of Kalewa and from the upper 
Irrawaddy to Lungling. It ".Vas planned to drive south­
ward through Central Burrria to Mandalay, and Ad­
mira.I:-Mountbatten. H.repared for operation DRACULA 
to seize Rangoon am~J}ibious1y : from • the south. At 
the close of the mon'soon, Chinese, American, and 
British troops under the immediate co~and of Gen­
era! Sultan advanced southward astride the Irrawaddy, 
captured· Shwegu in early November, and by December 
had cleared the projected trace of the 3upply road to 
Bharno. 

The Japanese in Burma had never recovered from 
General Stilwell's thrusts and from the 'losses inflicted 
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by British and Indian forces on their 15th, 31st, and 
33d Divisions in their abortive effort to se\·er c.he Ben­

gal-Assam Railroad. As fast as the combat force~ 
moved ahead, 1/nited States Engineers, comma:.cei by 
Brig. Gen. Lewis A. Pick, shoved the roaci fo:-;i.-:;rrl 
behind th~m, operating their bulldozers so fa:- ~c­
ward that they were frequently under fire. Or. ::.5 
January 1945 a convoy of American trucks and :::.;­
tfoel from India crossed the Burma-China_ fromie. 
The Stilwell Road was open. 

In Wes tern Burma the British broke south through 
Tiddim across the Chindwin against Japanese delaying 
actions. Southward in the Araka'n, British operacions 
deared the Kaladan River delta on the Arakan Coast 
and provided air strip·s at Akyab and on Ramree Island. 

The Japanese retreat in Burma was in full swing 
by the e.nd of January 1945. General Mac.Arth\lr's 
successive landings in the Philippines a.nd United States 
fleet operations in the Chin; Sea had cut the Japanese 
supply line to Bµrma. In mid-February, a British 
column crossed the Irrawaddy n~ar Pagan and drove 
to Meiktila. The seizure of this road and rail center 
with its airfields undermined the whole Japanese posi­
tion in Central Burma. In the meantime, other Brit­
ish-Indian forces were closing on Mandalay 'from the 
north and west. Japanese trapped in Mandalay held 
out against the British until 21 March. Forty days_ later 
British airborne troops descended along the western 
shore of the ·Rangoqn River south of the port and as­
r,iult troops cam~ ashore the following day. The Japa­
nese had already fle.d • Rangoon and tht British forces 
entered on 3 May. The port facilities were captured in 
good.condition. . 

The Bu·rma campaign had all but ended. A few 
Japanese units were able to withdraw eastward into 
Thailand and into the Moulmein area of Southern 
Burma, but thousands of the enemy were cut off in 
isoiated pockets with little hope of escape. AdII).iral 
Mountbatten repor·ted the fighting had already cost 
Japan 300,000 casualties of which 97,000 were counted 
dead. 

The Asiatic operations had been maintained at 
the end of the most precarious supply lines in history. 
The efforts of the United States service forces to 
strengthen them were prodigious. United States port 
battalions at Calcutta worked in intolerable heat and 
humidity with native labor weakened by disease, heat, 
and famine. Despite tnese handicaps, they estabilshed 
records exceeding- those of every other military port in 
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the world for quick unloading and turn-around of our 
ships. At the same time, the capacity of the tiny 
Bengal-Assam Railroad was more than doubled 'by 
American railway battalions which refused to let the 
disease and heat of the steaming Brahmaputra Valley 
dissipate their energies as they have weakened white 
men and brown for centuries. During 1943 and 1944 

_ the flow of United States arms and materiel through 
Calcutta and up the valley had become great enough 
to support not only the Herculean job of building the 
Ledo Road and destroying the Japanese forces in its 
path, but to increase steadily the capacity of the Hima­
layan air route and the flow of arms to tlu: under­
nourished armies of China. 

'• 

Reverse in China 

In the latter stages'of the Burma campaign, Ameri­
can troops of the MARS force, a brigade of two regi­
ments which succeeded the GALAHAD force, were 
Rown to China together with two of the Chin~se divi- . 
sions that had ~een fighting in Burma. 

By January 1945, Hump cargo had been increased 
to the amazing rate of 46,000 tons a month. This vital 
·and hazardous traffic stands as one of the great logistical 
accomplishments of the war against Japan. It alone 
made possible the indispensable support which General 
Chennault's Fourteenth Air Force was able to give the . 
Chinese armies and the attacks by China-based super­
fortresses on Japan's home isJands. In June of this 
year when the Marianas bases had, been sufficiently 
developed, the China-based B-29"s were sent • to the 
Pacific where they could be more. easily ·supplied. 

In May 1944, however, the Japanese had launched 
a strong drive southward from Tung Ting Lake in 
Hunan Pr,ovince. In the late summer they began a 
complementary drive west from Canton. · These 
salients joined near the American air base ~t K Vl:'eilin 
severing: unoccupied China, and overran seven of the 
principal bases from whiih the Fourteenth Air Force 
had been duowing its weight against shipping in the 

China Sea. In April 1945, the Japanese drove out of 
Paoching against our important air base at Chihkiang. 
Supported by the Fourteenth Air Force, Chinese troops 
slowed, stopped, then threw back this Japanese column 
with heavy losses. The offensives in Chin;i w~re . the 
most serious the Japan~c were able to _mount m 1944 

and 1945. . 
By the spring c;,f this year the impact of the ~mash-

ing attack across the Pacific islands had been felt deep 
in Asia. Fearing for the safety of their homeland, 
the Japanese had begun to withdraw large forces 
from South and Central China. Behind them Chinese 
troops were applying every pressure their present 
strength would permit. Under Gem;:ral Wedemeyer, 
American officers in increasing nu~bers were helping 
speed the retraining and reequipping of Chinese sol~ 
diers who had been fighting the Japanese for eight 
long years. The War Department made available to 
him two of · th~ Army commanders who had helped 
defeat the German Wehrmacht, General Truscott of 
the Fifth Army in Italy and General Simpson of the 
Ninth Army. At the same time the Air Forces in 
China were reorganized, the 10th Air Force from 
India was moved i.r:Jto China and both the 10th and 
14th were placed under the gereral direction of Gen­
eral Stratemeyer. While this reorganization was in 
progress, General Chennault; who had commanded 
the original American Volunteer Group of "Flying 
Tigers'' and then pecame the first commander of the 
14th Air Force, asked_ to be relieved. The War De­
partment granted his request- and named Maj. Gen . . 
Charles B. Stone to succeed him. 

General Stillwell ·had been able to . provide some 
training and equipment· for 35 Chinese divisions in his 
training centers in Yunnan. Under the direction of the 
Generalissimo, General Wedemeyer was continuing this 
mission with full vigor and greatly increased resources 
now moving over the road from India. We. were 
determined that when the· final battle of Japan was 
fought the armies of the Emperor would find no com­
fort anywhere on earth. 

OB:Dl!R OP BA1TLE U.S. FORO:S IN CHINA THEATER (AS OP 14 AUGUST 194S) 

• 'Unil . • • Camm,mlw L«111ion 
• 'Fbe•ter. , ......... Lt. Gen. A. C. Wedemeyer .. , • • . . . . . . • . . . . .. . . . Cbungking, China. 

a 'Jlhearcr ... , , .. , . . Lr. Gen. G. B. Stratemeyer ........... , ....... , Chungking, China . 
. . . . . . , ...... , ... . . Maj. Gen. H. C. Davidsoo. • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Uuchow, Chi~a . 
. . .. . .. .. ..... . , .. .. Maj. Gen. C. ~- Stone, 3d, • , . ·, ..... , .. . .. . .. .. Kunming, China, 
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Unremitting Pressure 
It had always been the concept of the United States 
Ch~efs o~ Staff tha~ Japan could best be defeat~d by a 
sencs of amphibious attacks across the far reaches of 
the P~cific. Oceans are • formidable barriers, but for 
the nation enjoying naval superiority they become high­
roads of invasion. 

Japan's attack on our fleet at Pearl Harbor gave he~ 
a tremendous but, nevertheless, temporary advantage. 
The Japanese· had reckoned without the shipyards of 
America and the fighting tradition of the United States 
Navy. Even before parity with the Japanese fleet had 
been regained, the Navy successfully maintained com­
munications with Australia and had undertaken lim­
ited offensives in the Solomons to halt . the enemy 
advance. A desperate courage stopped the Japanese 
before Australia in the now historic battle of the Coral 
Sea and then shortly a&erward utterly smashed the 
Japanese advance toward the United States itself.in the 
decisive action at Midway. 

The broad strategic allocation of resources among 
the theaters was controlled by the Combined Chiefs of 
Staff, but the actual control of operations in the J>acific 
had been retained by the U .. s: Chiefs of Staff. At the 
Casablanca Conference, the Combined Chiefs agreed 
that Japan must be prohibited from further expansion 
and from consolic;fating and expJoiting her current 
holdings. This resolution was agreed upon even . 
though we were at the very moment having great 
difficulty in concentrating sufficient r-esources to defeat 
the European Axis. • 

It has been declared axiomatic that a nation can­
not successfully·wage·war on two fronts. With a full 
appreciation of the difficulties and hazards involved> 
we felt compelled to wage a war not only on two 

. fronts, but on many fronts. Thus · we arrived at the 
concept of global w~ in_ which the vast power of 
American democracy was ta be deployed all over the 

earth. 
At the TRIDENT Conference of May 1943 in 

·washington when the specific strategy 'of the · global · 
war was conceived, it was determined to step up the 
pace of the advance ,oQ Japan . . Then a few months 

• later~ in August i943, at' the QUADRANT Conference 
in Quebec, the specific ·routes of the advance on Japan 
.were laid-out. G~n. Dpuglas MacArthur was directed . . . 

• ••• I . . · 
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to continue his operations up the New Guinea coast to 
reach the Philippines by the fall of 1944. Operations 
in the Gilberts, the Marshalls, and the Marianas were 
agreed to, and it was forecast that by the spring of 
1945 we would be able to secure a lodgment in the 
Ryukyus .on the threshhold of the Japanese homeland. 

Ad,miral King was confident that somewhere dur­
ing these advances, probably during the Marianas or 
the Philippine campaigns, the United States fleets 
would meet and decisively defeat the Japanese Navy. 
No long-range military forecast could have been more 
accuraJe. 

At the QUADRANT Conference General Arnold 
proposed an air plan for the softening of Japan. It 
was later approved and carried into execution. It called 
for the establishment. of bases in China, in the Mari­
anas, and other Pacific Island~ from which would 
operate the huge B-29 superfortresses then only just 
going into production. 

Paci.fie Pincers 

At the turn of the year 1943 Army forces in the 
South Pacific area were added to General MacArthur's 
strategic command. It was the intention of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff to maintain the initiative, advancing by 
amphibious Banking actions on the Philippines and the 
Japanese Islands from the south and from the east. 
The advance across the tremendous reaches of the 
Central Pacific was placed under command of Admiral 
Chester W. Nimitz. There were two axes of the op­
erations on the southern flank-one in New Guinea 
commanded by Lt. Gen. Walter Krueger, the other 
in the Solomons under Admiral William F. Halsey . 

It was General MacArthur's intention to proceed 
by a series of envelopme~ts up the coast of New Guinea 
and into the Philippines. We now enjoyed superiority 
both on the sea and in the air. He was therefore able 
to land his troops where the Japanese were weakest 
and confine their stronger forces in pockets from which, 
because of incredibly difficult terrain and our air and 
sea superiority, they could never break out. As a re­
sult there were at the time of surrender hundreds of 
thousands of Japanese troops isolated in the jungles of 
the Pacific islands, dying on the vine and of no fur~er 
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use to their Emperor. As General MacArthur reported 
toward the end of 1944: 

The .enemy garrisons which have been bypassed in the 
Solomons and New Guinea represent no menace to current 
or future operations. Their capacity for organized offensive 
effort has passed. The various processes of attrition will 
eventually account for their final disposition. The actual time 
of their destruction is of little or no importance and their in­
Auence as a contributing factor to tl1e war is already negligible. 
The actual process of their immediate destruction by assault 
methods would unquestionably involve heavy loss of life with­
out adequate compensating strategic advantages. 

Even with the intense preoccupation in the cam­
paigns in 'Europe dming the past two years, this great 
nation had been able steadily to increase the resources 
available in the Pacific until at the moment of German 
collapse General MacArthur and Admiral Nimitz were 
established on the threshold of the Japanese homela·nd 
and the industries and cities of Japan were crumbling 
under o,ur aerial bombardment. The U. S. Navy 
dominated the Pacific. The Commonwealth Govern­
ment, under President Osmefia, had been reestablished 
in power and in residence in the Philippines. 

On I July- 1943, General MacArthur had four 

American divisions and six Australian divisions under 

his control. His air force had l~ss than 150 .-heavy 

bombers. Admiral Nimitz had nine Army and Marine 
divisions. Yet in the spring of 1945 these two com­
manders were ejecting the Japanese from the Philippines 
and the Ryukyus-already on the. horn<: stretch to 
Japan. 

Following the completion of the extremely difficult 
Buna campaign late in June 1943, difficult because of 
the paucity of facilities and the character of the terrain, 
two regimental combat teams landed on Woodlark and 
Kiriwina Islands off the eastern tip of New Guiriea. 
The operation was small but it was typical of the gen­
eral method of the offensive in the Southwest Pacific. 
Deceived by feints, the Japanese were ta·ken by sur­
prise. Airfields were quickly established on these two 
islands, from which effective support could be provided 
for the operations which were to follow, and which 
permitted the rapid transit of fighter aircraft, if neces­
sary, between the Solomons and New Guinea. 

The capture of ·New Georgia Island with its im-
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portant M,.mda -airfield was accomplished by Maj. Gen. 
Oscar W. Griswold's XIV Corps: The first landing in 
force was made 30 June on nearby Rendova Island . 
Jap;mese ground reaction was slight, ~ut in the air 
th~ enemy tried hard to disrupt the landing. The next 
day Marine 155-mm guns on Rendova were shelling 
Munda airdrome six miles across the water. Elements 
of 37th and 43d Divisions then landed on New Georgia 
enveloping the western end of the island. After our 
forces were reinforced by troops of the 25th Division, 
Munda was captured on 5 August. Bypassing tbe 
strongly held island of Kolombangara, the XIV Corps 
had captu~ed Vella Lavella by 9 October._ 

General MacArthur reduced Salamaua with an 
Australian force which advanced overland from the 
west and an American regimental combat team which 
made an amphibious landing south of the town. On 
4 September, while the Japanese were still resisting at 
Salamaua, an .:Australian force landed a few miles east 
of Lae. The -nex_t day, supported by air and screened 
by smoke, a U. S. parachute regiment dropped to seize 
the airdrome at Nadzab, 19 miles nortI:west of the town. 

This daring move permitted the airborne movement to 
Nadzao of an Australian division, which then partici­
pated with their forces to the eas~ in a concentric attack 
on Lac. After difficult fighting the town was occupied 
on 16 September. 

Salamaua had fallen five days previously. General 
MacArthur then moved quickly toward Finschhafen. 
Employing mostly Australian forces, he occupied the 
town on 2 October. By February 1944 the Huon Penin­
sula was completely in our hands. During these opera­
tions and those which followed, extensive air attacks 
were maintained against the enemy's supply lines, 
barges, and airfields, contributing materially to the 
success of the ground operations. 

Meantime New Zealand troops occupied two 
isla~c!s. in the Treasury Group of the northern Solo­
mons late in October. Preceded by diversionary land­
ings in northwest Choiseul, the 3d Marine Division 
of Lt. Gen. A. A. Vandegrift's I Marine Amphibious 
Corps landed on I November at Empress Augusta Bay 
in western Bougainville. This permitted the estab­
lishment of a naval base and three airfields within 
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fighter range of the_ enemy concentrations at Rabaul, 
235 miles distant. From th~se airfields the remaining 
Japanese installations in the Solomons could more ex­
tensively be neutralized by Maj. Gen. Nathan F. 
Twining's Thirteenth Air Force, thus obviating the 
immediate necessity of conducting a campaign to anni­
hilate the enemy or to comp~ete the capture of the 
islands. On 11 November elements of the 37th Divi­
sion entered the line, and on 15 December command 
of the beachhead passed to our XIV Corps, which 
had oeen rcinfor~d by the America} Division. Mean­
while . a naval task force under Admiral Halsey had 

smothered Japanese air and naval po.wer at Rabaul. 
In the Central Pacific Area the primary mission of 

the Army command under Lt. Gen. Robert C. Richard­
son, Jr., was the training of units en route to th 

e com-
bat zones further south and west. Amphibi . d . l . . ous an 
Junge trammg centers were established und b l 

d . . er att e-
teste instructors m the Hawaiian Islands. Th ff 
• f h' . . e e ec-tivc:ness o t 1s trammg was demonstrated m· 

. every area of the Pacific O~ean. 

In the fall of 1943 a series of ope a· 
• • • d h' h I h ra ons was m1t1ate w . 1c , ess t an a year later h d · 

. . • a given us 
mastery of the Pacific. Attacks directed · th against e 
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enemy along several axes forced him to deploy his 
relatively mferior air strength over a wide area, with­
out sufficient strength at critical points. The vast sea 
area- favored the employment of_ superior American 
naval strength. "The small islands were not suitable for 
the employment·of large Japanese· ground forces. 

• I 

The first step was the seizure of the Gilbert 
Islands, designated operation. GALVANIC. Preluded 
by attacks by_ 'carrier task forces on Marcus and 
key islands in the Marshalls, Baker, Nukufetu, and 
Nanumea Islands were occupied by United : States 
forces at the beginning of Septe~ber. Early in Oc­
tober, Wake ~as heavily bombarded. After a· prepara­
tory naval a'.nd air bombardment by both Marine and 
N~vy planes and Maj. Gen. Willis fi. Hale's Seventh 
Air. Force, · the invasion of the Gilberts began on 21 
November. The 2d Marine Division landed on Tarawa. 
A combat team of the 27th Division landed on Makin. 
The Jap fought stubbornly on both islands. The larger 
enemy force 1on Tarawa made the operation difficult 
and costly for ·our troops. Abemama to the south ~as 
seized without opposi~on. 

These operations ~pened a phase of warrare new 
to most of our troops. The enemy was concentrated 
within restricted areas, heavily fortified in pillboxes, 
and protected by mines ~nd _beach obstacles. . Landing 
forces faced intense cross-fires. The enemy could. be 
dislodged only by shattering bombardment and power­
ful-hand-to-hand in4ntry assault. Amphibious trac­
tors prov~ to be one ~f the effective assault weapons. 
They could_ be floated beyond the rarige of shore ba~­
teries, • deployed in normal fanding-,boat formations, 
and driven over the fringing reefs on to and up the 
beaches. 

From the Gilberts, Admiral Nimitz turned to oper­
ation FLINTLOCK-the seizure of several atolls in the 
Marshall Islands. On 31 January 1944, after two days 
of .int~se air and naval bombard~~nt, the 7th Divi­
sion, veteran of. Attu, landed on the southern islands 
of Kwajaleip. Atoll, while the 4th Marine Division at­
tacjed the northern tip at Namur and Roi. These 
divisions were part of the V Marine Amphibious Corps, 

0

commaaded by Maj. Gen. Holland M. Smith. By 8 
February. all resistance had ceased. General Richardson 
wrote me after a ffight to the Marshalls: 

As a• result of the air, naval, and artillery bombardment, 
the scene at KwaJalein was one of great devas1.ation. The de­
suuction was complete. Upon approaching it from the lagoon 
side, it gave the appearance ·of no-man's land in World War I 

and was even greater, I think, than that of Betio on Tarawa. 
With the exception of rubble left by concrete structures, there 
were no buildings standing. All those which had been made 
of any other material except concrete had been completely 
burned or destroyed. The result was that there were prac­
tically no stores left except a few packages of rice ·and a little 
clothing and ammunition scattered here· and there, 

Majuro, with its excellent naval anchorage, was also 
occupied. Then a&er heavy attacks by carrier planes, 
a combat team of the 27th Division and a Marine com­
bat team landed on Eniwetok Atoll on 19 February 
and completed its capture on 22 February. Control of 
the . Marshalls enabled the interdiction by air of the 
enemy naval base. at Truk until the advance into the 
Carolines could defuu:tely isolate it. Truk also came 
,under attack by Thirteenth_ Air Force B""24's based in 
the Admiralties. 

Concurrent . with these moves were operations in 
the Southwest against the ·western end of New Britain, 
to establish control of Vitiaz and Dampier Straits. On 
15 December :J943 a reinforced cavalry regiment landed 
on three beaches in the Arawe area. The airdrome on 
Cape Glouce~ter was a desirable link in the chain of 
bases necessary ·to permit the air forces to pave the way 
for further advances. During a period of- weeks the 
area was subjected to intensive aerial bombardment 
ahd on 26 .December the 1st Marine Division landed 
and 4 days later captured the airdromi:. By ~d-March 
joint operations of the Marines_ and the Army's Arawe 
Force had secured western New Britain. While this 
fightl.11,g was in progress General MacArthur,_s ad­
vance westward continued. On 2 January 1944 a regi­
mental combat team of the 32d Division made 3 jump 
of no miles to land near Saidor, on the nor~ coast of 
New Guin~a, and by 7 January an airstrip was in use. 

The Admiralty Islands, lying west of the Bismarck 
Archipelago, were strategically· important because of 
their airfields and harbor. An operation was orig­
inally scheduled for April 1944, but on 29 February 
General MacArthur accompanied advance elements of 
the 1st Cavalry Division, transported on Vice Admir~l 
Thomas C. Kinkaid's Seventh Fleet destroyers and 
high-speed tr~sports to reconnoiter Los Negros Island. 
He was prepared to follow in force if the situation war­
ranted. Little opposition was found, and the re­
mainder of the division was committed. Momote air­
<home was captured, and the beachhead secured after 
a series of fanatical counterattacks. During the re­
mainder of March and the earlv part of April, the 



'!Ccupation of Manus and the adjacent islands was 
--ompleted. 

The next move to Holla:ndia and Aitape on 22 
• 1pril involved a leapfrog advance westward of more 
,1an 400 miles. Since the landings were beyond the 
ffective range of Army fighters, a~ support was pro­

··ided by naval carriers. At Hollandia were located three 
"'.Xcellent Jap airfields, and Humboldt Bay was suitable 
JS an advanced naval and supply base. The airfields 
J ere found to ,be hard to reach overland, so General • 
facArthur occupied Aitape and based fighters on the 
icstrip there. Three main landings were made by 

•roops of the 24th, 32d, and 41st _Divisions of Lt. Gen. 
tlobert L. Eichelberger's I Corps, one just east of Aitape, 
,me in Humboldt Bay, and one in Tanahmcrah Bay. 
:he Jap was taken by surprise; fewer than 5,000 of his 
,oops were in the entire Hollandia area. By 30 April 
irfields there were in our hands. General Krueger's 

°'°'th Army Headquarters moved into Hollandia 6 July 
(944; General MacArthur brought his headquarters up 
Lrom Brisbane on ·8 September 1944. On this same date 
,eneral Eichelberger was assigned • to command the 
1ewly activated Eighth Army with headquarters' also 
"'t Hollandia. I• 

The Hollandia-Aitape operation cut off more than 
50,000 Japanese troops to the eastward. The advance 
~estward was continued in mid-May when element_s 
Jf the 41st Division· made an unopposed landing near 
\rara. A few days later a regiment of the same di­

·,ision captured the offshore island of Wakde with its 
~irstrip and extended the beachhead on the mainland 
co include Maffui Bay. 

Later in the month our 41st Division landed 330 
__niles farther west on Biak Island, strategically located 
,ff Gcelvink Bay. The 8,000 well-equipped Japanese 
~roops on the island put up fierce resistance, and it was 
u June before Bialc's three airfields were in use. In 
another -surprise attack, this time supported by ~ara­
..roops, a regimental combat team occupied Noemfoor 
island in early July. The possession of the. airfield at 
:his point gave much needed breadth and depth to the • 
,ir deployment, permitting the further penetration and 
dislocatian of enemy supply lines in the Southwest 
Pacific. By this time Japanese air ~iad almost disap­
peared from the New Guinea area excep~ for an oc­
..asimw raid on landing craft or over established ~ach-

\~ds. 
A landing at Sansapor on 30 July by elements of 

• our 6th Division secured air and naval bases still further 
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west~ on the Vogelkop Peninsula. Although 18,000 

Japanese garrisoned the Vogelkop Peninsula, General 
MacArthur again caught ·the enemy ofl balance and 
resistance was slight. 

In a little over 12 months American forces in the 
Southwest Pacific with the assistance of Australian 

' • units, had pushed ·1,3~ miles closer to the heart· of the 
Japanese Empire, cutting off more than 135,000 enemy 
troops beyond h~pe' of rescue. The operations . had 
been conducted under adverse weather conditions and 
over formidable terrain, which lacked roads in almost 
every area occupied, and made troop movements and 
supply extraordinarily difficult. Malaria was a serious 
hazard, but with suppressive treatment and rigid mos­
quito c~mtrol, it no longer was a serious limitation to 
tactical operations. 

In the Pacific, men who had engaged in coinbat 
for long months had to b~ withdrawn to rear positions 
to recuperate.· Consequently, the theater commanders 
endeavored to maintain replacement pools sufficiently 
large to provide a margin for the lost ti.me of recupera­
tion and transportation to and from the battle area. 
For every unit engaged in combat operations, more 
than its equivalent had to be preseJJ,t in the theater to 
assure this margin. 
• The prompt "roll up" of the bases, personnel, and 

materiel in Australia and the islands of the South Pa­
cific permitted the same equipment to be utilized again 
and again, so that despite µie lower priority given 
Pacific operations they could be continued. Only 
skeleton organizations remained µi Australia, to pro­
cure supplies and maintain air transport. 

Similar to the preparation of Western Europe 
for invasion, each advance northward toward Japan 
was.preluded by air attack. Under Lt. Gen. George 
C. Kenney, the Fifth Air Force and later the Far East 
Air. Forces, which included both the Fifth . com­
manded by Maj. Gen. Ennis C. Whitehead and the 
Thirteenth commanded by Maj. Gen. St. Clair Streett, 
effectively stopped the flow of supplies to bypassed 
Japanese·units. The Japanese aerial threat to our own 
operations was swept from the skies, and direct sup­
port was provided for the successive amphibious ad­
vances. At the same time,. General Kenney's forces 
forayed far to the westward, striking powerful blows 
at strategic targets in Timer, the Celebes, Java, and 
Borneo. Th,ese attacks seriously impaired the ability 
of the Japanese to maintain their widely scattered 
forces and reminded the captive peoples of those 
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Ulds that Allied strength was rapidly growing and 
• ~ enemy's hold was becoming more and more 
--secure. 

Operation FORAGER to capture. the Marianas 
, as next on Admiral Nimitz's schedule. On 15 °June 

.. Gen. Holland M. Smith's V Marine Amphibious 
rps, consisting of_ the 2d and 4th Marine Divisions, 

1lowed by the 27th Infantry Division, landed on 
"ipan. On 9 July, after 25 days of extremely heavy 
•~hting, the island was in their- possession, though 
.... opping-up operations continued for months. 

On 21 July the 77th Infantry Division, the 3d 
:arine Division, and a Marine brigade of the Ill Ma-

• 1.e Amphibious Corps under Maj. Gen. R. S. Geiger 
"nded on Guam. The assault made steady progress. 
r\esistance ceased on IO August. Shortly after the Sai­
.,m operation had ended our XXIV Corps artillery, 
. hich had supported that action, began the neutraliza­
:m of Tinian, assisted by fighter aircraft of the Seventh 

• .ir Force. On 24 July elements of the 2d and 4th 
¼arine Divisions assaulted that island and secured it 
m 9 days of heavy fighting. 

Bombers of the Seventh Air Force, now operating 
:om Saipan under Maj. Gen. Robert W. Douglass, 
oon were striking lwo Jima and Chichi Jima in the 

't\onins. Ev«:n before the capture of the Marianas was 
<'.:Omplete, airfields were under construction on Saipan 
and Guam, from which Superfortresses could begin the 
.,trategic bombardment of the· main Japanese Island of 
·1onshµ. . The first major strike was delivered 24 
~ovember 1944 

W'ith the rapid increase in the size of the Pacific 
tJcean Co~mand, it beca~e necessary to consolidate the 
.:entral and South Pacific Army forces. On I August 
.:944, Headquarters, U. S. Army Forces, Pacific Ocean 
\reas, was established under. General Richardson's 

·--:ommand. Concurrently, two subordinate adminis­
trative commands, the Central Pacific Base Command 
,md the South Pacific Base Command, were organized. 
All Army Air Forces iJi the area were placed under 
:ieadquarters, U. S. Army Air Forces in the Pacific 
Ocean Area, (:ommanded by the late Lt. Gen. Millard 
F. Harmon, who came from the South Pacific Area. 
In addition, General Harmon was designated Deputy 
Commander of the Twentieth Air Force to represent 
Gentral Arnold in the theater. General Harmon after 
a long record of splendid service was lost in a trans­
Pacific flight, on .28· February 1945. He was succeeded 
by Lt. Gen. Barney McK. Giles who at the time of his 

appointment was Deputy Commander and Chief of 
Staff of the Army Air Forces. 

Reconquest Of The Philippines 

Toward the end of August Admiral Halsey's 
Third Fleet began a probing operation in the western 
Carolines and the Philippines. His carrier planes struck 
at Yap and the Palau Islands on 7 and 8 September, 
and the next two days bombed Mindanao. On the 
morning of the 12th, Admiral Halsey struck the central 
Philippines and arrived at a conclusion which stepped 
up the schedule by months. 

The OCTAGON Conference was then in progress 
at Quebec. The Joint Chiefs of Staff received a copy 
of a communication from Admiral Halsey to Admiral 
Nimitz on 13 • September. He recommended that 
three projected intermediate operations against Yap, 
Mindanao, and Talaud and Sangihe Islands to the 
southward be canceled, and that our forces attack 
Leyte in the central. Phjlippines as soon as possible. 
The same day Admiral Nimitz offered to place Vice 
Admiral Theodore S. Wilkinson and the 3d Amphibi. 
ou~ Force which included the XXIV Army Corps, 
then loading in Hawaii for the Yap operation, at Gen­
eral MacArthur's disposal for an attack on Leyte. 
General MacArthur's views were requested and 2 days 
later he advised us that he was already prepared to 
shift his plans to land on Leyte 20 October, instead of 20 

December as previously intended. It was a remarkable 
administrative achievement. 

The message from MacArthur arrived at Quebec 
at night, and Admiral Leahy, Admiral King, General 

·Arnold, and I were being entertained at a formal din­
ner by Canadian officers. It was read by the appro­
priate staff officers who suggested an immediate affirma­
tive answer. The message, with their recommenda­
tions, was rushed to us and we left the table for a con­
ference. Having the utmost confidence in General 
MacArthur, Adrrural Nimitz, and Admiral Halsey, it 
was not a difficult decision to make. Within 90 min­
utes after the signal had been received in Quebec, Gen­
eral MacArthur and Admiral Nimitz had received their 
instructions to execute the Leyte operation on the target 
date 20 October, abandoning the three previously ap­
proved intermediary landings. General MacArthur's 
acknowledgement of his new instructions reached me 

while en route from the dinner to my quarters in 
Quebec. · 
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That -day the 1st Marine Division of General 
Geiger's III Marine Amphibious Corps, with a combat 
team of the 81st Infantry Division in reserve landed 
in_ ~e~eliu in the Palau group. Two days late/ the 81st 
Divmon landed on Angaur, an island south of Peleliu. 

The War Department on 16 September relayed to 
General MacArthur a report from General Stilwell to 
the effect that the Japanese offensive in central China 
would soon result in capture of the eastern China air-. 
fields from which Maj. Gen. Claire L. Chennault's 
~ourt~enth Air Force had planned to support opera­
tions m the northern Philippines. MacArthur replied 
that Admiral Halsey's carrier task force had sc severelv 
reduced hostile air capabilities in the Philippines, For­
mosa, and the Ryukyus that it would be possible to 
m?ve directly from Leyte to Lingayen Gulf without 
the support of Chennault's air force. Admiral Hal­
sey's carric;:r planes had destroyed almost 2,000 Japanese 
aircraft in the probing attacks during September. 

On 22 September another combat team of the 8ist 

Division moved to Peleliu, where heavy r.esist.tnce was 
being met. Capture of this island was completed by 
30 September except for a few isolated enemy groups 
which held out in caves for 'another two months. On 
21 September, patrols of the But Division landed on 
Ulithi, meeting no opposition. The main body landed 
two days l;itcr. • : • - • • -:i: .. 

The landing on Peldiu coincided with General 
MacArthur's move to se~e Morotai north of Halma­
hera with the 31st and 32d Divisions. Despite uni­
formly stubborn resistance the Japanese had lost a series 
of islapds which were important stepping stones for 
the return to the Philippines an~ the ultimate conquest 
of Japan." : ; ·,1 • 

• • The advance of our forces westward across tht:. 
Pacific had been accompanied by the steadily expand­
ing strategic operations of the Eleventh Army Air 
Force in Alaska, the Seventh Air Force in the Central 
Pacinc, and.the Fifth and Thirteenth Air Forces in the 
Southwest Pacific.' In the operations fleet carriers had 
played a vital part. During the campaigns through 
the Southwest Pacific and the western mandated is­
lands, General Kenney's aircraft aod those of the Pa­
cific Ocean' Areas swung their powerful attacks back 
and forth in mutual support of the various operations. 
At the same time the westward advance had resulted in 

• an ability to strike from the air at the foundations of 
the Japanese war potential-their shipping, petroleum, 
and aircraft industries. 

Battle Of The Visayas 

-On 19 October two assault forces, the ' 3d com­
manded by Admiral Wilkinson and the 7th com­
manded by Rear Admiral Daniei E. Barbey, approached 
the east coast of Leyte with the Sixth Army under Gen­
eral Krueger aboard. It was an armada of combat and 
assault vessels that stretched across the vast Pacific 
horizon. In the covering naval forces were the battle­
ship~ California, Mississippi, Maryland, PcnnsylvaniaJ 
Tennessee, and West Virginia with their screen of 
cruisers and destroyers. The troops and materiel with 
which we wel'e to seize Leyte were loaded in 53 assault 
transports, 54 assault cargo ships, 151 landing ships 
(tank), 72 landing craft (infantry), 16 rocket ships, and 
over 400 other assorted amphibious craft. The air cover 
was provided by planes from 18 escort carriers. 

Out to sea Admiral Halsey's mighty carrier task 
force, which helped prepare the way for the landings 
by air bombc(J'dment, now stood watch for possible 
Japa.Qese ~aval opposition to the landings. That day 
a Japanese search plane discovered this great amphib­
ious force and reported its presence to Admiral Kurita's 
Singapore fleet, which then constituted 6o percent of 
Japan's major naval units. This report precipitated 
one of the 'decisive battles of history. 

. . _The X and XXIV Corps of the Sixth Army went 
ashore on schedule the following day after the Navy 
had paved its way with drum-fire bombardment. 
Three days later General MacArthur directed the 
ground forces to secure their beach areas and await 
the outcome of the naval battle which was now im­
pending. The Japanese made the decision to com­
mit their fleet in the battle to prevent America's return 
to the Philippines. Admiral King has described the 
great naval action which followed in his recent report. 
Every American who reads it must be filled with tre­
mendous pride in the achievements of our fighting 
Navy. 

By the 26th it was apparent that the Third and 
~eventh Fleets had virtually eliminated Japan as a sea 
power,- Her fleet had suffered a crippling blow. 

ln April 1944 the defense of the Philippines, the 
Japanese Empire of conquest in the south and west, 
the Netherlands Indies, Malaya, Thailand, Borneo, 
French Indo-China, the Moluccas and New Guinea, 
had been in charge of Field Marshal Count Hisaichi 
Terauchi. From his headquarters at Manila he con­
trolled 17 Japanese armies totaling about 925,000 men. 



Terauchi was a typical Japanese jingoist. He had been 
Minister of War and commanded the armies which 
se~ out in 1937 to sac;k China. In the fall of 1943 he 
had assumed command of the southern armies with 
headquarters at Singapore. He moved ·his headquar­
ters to Manila a half . year later when the Philippines • 
were added to his area. The 14th Arca Army in the 
Philippines was then under command of Lt. Gen. Shi­
genori Kuroda. A month before the forces of General 

. MacArthur and Adn;iiral Nimitz were at his throat, 
Terauchi's staff had prepared for him the following 
estimate of American intentions: 

A two-pronged attack on Luzon- is pla~ned. M~c~ 
Arthur's Army, aided by naval cooperation from Nimitz, will 
advance in the southerh Philippine Islands. The other attack 
will be directed at the northern Philippines from the Pacific 
Ocean. ~ •. ·,·.• . _ • .. •. i-. • .. • 

Nimitz will provide MacArthur's forces with direct co­
~peration support with a part of bis ~aval fQrces. His main 
forces will be prepared to engage our navy in the northern . 
Philippines and Taiwan area and overcome any air ;csistance. • 

• The anti-axis Far East. Air Army undi:r Kenney will over­
come any air resistance· over the Philippines and together with 
the enemy, air force stationed in ~hioa will operate over the 
North China Sea to isolate the Philippines. ,• • : ~: ·'j, -~r; ~-

. • In the six days of tbe~great.naval action the Japands; 
position in the Philippines.had become extremely criti­
cal Most of the servicca&le ~lemcnts of tlie Japanese 
Navy had been committed ti> the battle with disastrous 
results. inc strike nad miscarried; and General MaC: 
Arthur's land wedge was firmly· implanted in the· vul­
nerable flank of the ~nemy. • Terauchi no _longer had 
an effective Beet to cover his forces in the Philippines or 
his communications to tlie empire of Malaysia so easily 
conquered two and one.half years before. There were 
200,000 Japanese troops scattered over the Philippines • 
but most of them might as well have been on the other 
side of the world so far as the enemy's a~ility to shift 

• them tq meet the American thrusts was concerned. 'If 
General MacArthur succeeded in establishing himself 
in the Visayas where he could stage, exploit, and spread 
under cover of o¥crwhelming nav~l and air superiority, 
nothing could prevent him from overrunning the 
Philippines. • 

Tcrauchi decided that the battle must be fought in 
the difficult tcr,ain of the Lcyte mountains and rice 
pad(ifies. • He relieved Kurada as commander of the 
4th Arca Afmy and replaced him with General 
TGmoy.oki Yamashi~ who had conquered Singapore 
in 1~ and then nio_ved to the Philippines to wind up 
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the campaign after Lt. Gen. Masaharu Homma had 
been unable ~o budge the American forces Jiolding out 
on Bataan. Yamashita was one of Japan's best known 
~encrals. For his victories .in Singapore and Bataan he 
had been given the Firsf &ea Aimy in M3nchuria, 
one of the two top .field ~ommands in the ~ wantung 
Army: • . , .. 1 ,·, . • • , • • 

.. To General Makina, commander of the 16th Di­
vision, then fighting a delaying actio~ against the U. S. 
Sixth Army uoder General Krueger, Yamashita rc~ay¢"d 
this ~essage: , . 
r The Army h~ received the following or~cr £.rom hi• 
Majesty, the Emperor: ·... .·.. . ' • • • .,: ,.. .. ,.J 

J : "~ncmy ground forces wiU be destroyed." . , , .-

~~~ral . Ma~Arthur's ad~~cc· ~ontfuued. . After 
s~~ing the high ground overlooking Lcytc Gulf, Maj. 
Gen. J. R. Hodge's XXIV Corps penetrated inland to 

• secu(e.Dagami and Buraueo.,, The , X Corps, under 
Maj. Gen. F, ~- Sibert, swept across the ·san Juanico 
Str;iit. to seize the south· coast of Samar and land(:d 
troops in • a short aJ])ph.ibious opcratio.il on the north 
~oast of Lcyt~. ·;_ .,: ., .. ; .. , . •. . . .- " •. 

. ·.)·. By 51'-fo~embcr th~ .Amcri~ foices had ra.ched 
the vicinity of Limon at the northern end of. the valley 
toad leading to Ormoo, the principal Japanc$C iristalla-

. tion o.n the island. Bitter fighting for Lcytc was ~ow 
in progress, rend,:red the more difficult by typhoons 
which inaugurated the.rainy season. , . •. _ _ ., . 
_ .;: During the ~aval battle and the weeks follo'wiog, 
the J apancse were able to tra.ospon reinforcements to 
Lcytc, but by mid-Decembcl- General Kcnney's land­
ba_sed fighters and Admiral Halsey's ~icr planes had . 
s'tranglep this stream of reinforcements. On I Novcm- •• 
bcr United States air patrols located four large trans­
ports unloading, escorted by four destroyers and two 
destroyer escorts, . 
, .. Army planes struck and '~ ·o~e,. pos~ibly ~~~ • • 
transports. On 3 Nov!!mbcr, another: three u-ansports 
were seen unlo~ding at 9rmoc, but the Japanese main­
tained sufficient air patrol overhead and co~.:- d 

'k" th U • d uuUC sttl mg c nitc States fields on the east 
tha th . 

1 
d" coast so 

t cu- un oa 10g operations could not . l 1 L. • comp etc y 
°" interrupted, On 7 November .three large transports 
and four small transports unloaded, covered by seven 
destroyers and two destroyer escorts O N be . . • n9 oycmr 
ten destroyers and two heavy c.truiscrs brought in four . 
m~e large troop transports. Kcnncy's planes attacked 
and sank two transports, one destroyer~ ;md six freighters. 

. I 



On II Noven~.ber another convoy started into Ormoc It was at Kilometer 79 on the Ormoc highway that 
Bay. Carrier planes, now reinforced after the great the Japanese 1st, Di':ision command post, defended by 
naval battle, attacked. Two transports ·were sunk. 500 exhausted, defeated soldiers made the fast stand. 
Four destroyers were also sent to the bottom and the This. little band, made up of every clement General 
fifth was badly damaged. One desq-oyer escort was. Kataoka had been able·to reassemble, quit on the night 
sunk. On 7 December ari entire convoy of six trans- of 21 December and Aed soulh and west. Men of the 
ports, four destroyers, and three destroyer escorts were 32d Division found tliis letter, written by an unknown 
sunk in San Isidra Bay by United States planes. On 'Japanese soldier: • , . 
II December three transports and three destroyers were I am exhausted. We have no food. The enemy arc now 
sunk off Palompam, and the following day another within 500 meters &om us. Mother, my dear wife and SQD, I 
destroyer was sunk and one destroyer escort and two am writing this letter to you by dim candle light. Out end • 
transports were badly damaged. By now the Japanese is near. What will be the future of Japan if "this island should 

· fall into enemy hands? Our air force h;1s not arrived. General 
were able to commit no more of their valuable ships to y amashita has Qot arrived. Hundreds of pale soldiers of 
the battle for th~ central Philippines and attempted to Japan arc awaiting our glorious end and nothing else. This 
supply their troops already on Lcyte by sailboat. • • is a repetition of what occurred in the Solomons, New ~rgia, 

The Japanese took heavy troop losses in these re- and other 'islands. How wdl arc the people of Japa.n pre-
peated sin.kings, but they had at the same time made pared to fight the decisive battle with the will to win • • • ? 

some formidable reinforcements. By the middle of Marshal Terauchi, realizing• that the Philippines 
November troops of the U. S. 24th Division, reachin~ w;re slipping from his grasp fled with his headquarters 
into the remnants of the Japanese 16th Division west .. to Saigon, Indo-China. 
of J aro, killed a messenger and learned that the J apa- • Command of th~ battle of Leyte passed to Eichel­
nese 1s~ Division was now _on the island. Yamashita . berger's Eighth Army on l,(i D~emher. For Krueger's 
was therefore committing his best troops. The 1st • S4tth Atmy there was other bu~incss. 
Division was one of Japan's finest from the g,wantung : . While mopping-np continued on Leyte, General 
Army. . MacArthur, had sent a lan9ing force of two regiments 

When United S~tes forces from the south ,and _ . into so1.Jthcrn Mindoro. With.in 24 hours American 
across the Pacific began to gather speed, the lst Japa- \ planes and PT boats were operating off the southern 
nese Division had been moved to China. After Gen- coast of Luzon. _. 
cral MacArthur's assault force had been sighted, the 
1st Division was rushed from Shanghai to Manila and 
then on to Lcyte. 

In the Ormoc valley the JaJ>anese ISt Division fought 
fiercely and delayed but could not stop·Krueger's ad­
vance~ By the end· of ~ovember American troops wer~ 
closing on Limon and another column threatened 
Ormoc fro.m the south. Violent rain storms and deep 
mud harassed the supply lines. Forward, units were 
dependent on hand<arry. Casualties were evacuated 
by native bearers. 

But by I December seven divisions were well es­
tahlished ashore, five airfields were in operation, and 
the waters of the Visayas under firm naval control. 

The 7Jth Division landed south of Ormoc on 7 
December and captured the town four days later along 
with great quantities of enemy supplies. Toward the 
end of December the ?th, ~th, _µd, ;,th, and ¢th 
Divisions, the 1st Cavalry Qivision, and the nth Air­
borne Division closed out organized Japanese resistance 

. on. the waQ_d. • • 

Battle uf Luzon 

In the first week of January a new American as­
sault force gathered east of Lcyte, slipped through the 
Surigao Strait over the s\lllken wrecks of Japanese 
warships that had gone down in their attempt to turn 
aside the invasion more than two month:, before;. .and 
passed into the Mindanao and Sulu Seas. This Amer­
ican force was treading its way through the heart of 
the Philippine .Archipelago and through waters where 

• the Japanese Navy and air forces had for two years 
maintained unchallenged supremacy, to invade Luzon 
by efiecting·a _landing in Lingayen Gulf, its classic point 
of greatest vulnerability. 

• No opportunity was ~verlooked to conceal th.is bold 
plan from the Japanese. While the assault force was 
proceeding up the west coast·of Luzon, Kenney's planes 
and the guerillas under M~cAnhur's direction concen­
trated on the destruction of roads, bridges, and tunnels 
to prevent General Yamashita from shifting forces to 
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} THEATERS OF OPERATIONS ' 
• The decision to puol the reS(Jurces of the United States and Great 

·' Brit.un in joinc effort to defeat Germany, Italy and Japan was taken 

in the initial War Conference berween the President, the P rin1e Minisu:r 
• ,~ with their Chiefs of Staff held in Washington in December, 1941; To 

\ •• implement this decision and establish this coordin:ate<l strategic control, 
.-, • there was created the agenq• known :a.s the Combined Chiefs of Su lf. 

•• It w:i.s the minion of the Combined Chiefs to propo.sc the oper:ations 
'a to be undertaken, allocacc tho resources of the two nuions accordingly, 

ddine Thc.itcrs of Opcn1inns, and rccommenJ the Allied Cornm:anders 
•' for thcie thcatcrs. The map show, rhc 011era1ion:1.I are;i.s cst.:tblished. 

The Combined Chief~ met periodically, llH1ally with their Chiefs of 
Sure, in the 1nrcrnacional Conforcnces, hen: shown. 
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meet the assault. The- guerrillas in southern Luzon 
conducted noisy demonstrations to <liven Japanese at­
tentiq_n to the south. Navy mine sweepers swept 
the Balayan, Batangas, and Tayabas Bays on the south 
coast of Luzon. Landing ships and merchantmen ap­
proached the beaches until they drew fire, then slipped 
out under cover of night. United States transport 
planes fiew over Batangas and Tayabas and dropped 
dummies to simulate an airborne invasion. The Tokyo 
radio reported that American troops were trying to 
land on Luzon but had been driven off. Japanese 
forces on the island, harassed by guerrillas and by air, 
drove north, south, cast, and west in confusion, became 
tangled in traffic jams on ,the roads, and generally dis­
sipated what chance they might have had to repel the 
landing force. On 9 January the U. S. Sixth. Army, 
now composed of the I and XIV Corps, hit the beaches 
in Lingayen Gulf. By nighdall, ~8,ooo troops were 
ashore and in control of a 15-mile beachhead, 6,000 
yards deep. 

The landing had caught every major hostile com­
bat unit in motion with the exception of the 23d 
Infantry Division to the southeast of the beachhead 
in the central Luzon plain and its supporting 58th 
independent mix_ed brigade 25 miles to the north of 
Lingayen Gulf. Yamashita's inability to cope with 
General MacArthur's swift moves, his desired reaction 
to the deception measures, the guerrillas, and General 
Kenncy's aircraft combined to place the Japanese in an 
impossible situation. The enemy was forced into a 
piecemeal commitment of his troops. The Japanese 10th 
and 105th Divisions in the Manila area which were to 
secure Highway No. 5 on the eastern edge of the central 
Luzon plain failed to arrive in time. The brunt of 
dcfendilig this withdrawal road to the north fell to the 
2d Japanese ·Armored Division which seemingly should 
have been defendin_g the road to Clark Field. 

General MacArthur had deployed a strong portion 
of his assault force on his left or eastern Hank to pro­
vide protection for the beachhead against the strong 
J apanesc forces to the north and cast. 

In appreciation of the enemy's predicament the 
Sixth Army immediately launched its advance toward 
Manila acro.ss the bend of the Agno which presumably 
should have been a strongly held Japanese defense line. 

The troops met little resistance until they ap­
proached Clark Field. The I Corps, commanded by 
Maj. Gen. Innis P. Swift, had heavy fighting on the cast 
flank where the Japanese were strongly entrenched i.q 

hill positions. For the hme being they were to be held 
there to keep the supply line for the advance on Manila 
secure. 

On :z9 January troops of General Hall's XI Corps 
under strategic direction of the Eighth Army lan~ed 
on the -west coast of Luzon near Sobie Bay, meetmg 
light opposition. They drove eastward to cut off the 
Bataan peninsula where General MacArthur had made 
his stand ·three years before, denying the Japanese the 
use of Manila harbor for months. 

• The nth Airborne Division on 31 January m~de 
an unopposed amphibious landing at Nasugbu in Ba­
tangas Province south of Manila. Three days later 
the division's parachute regiment jumped to-Tagaytay 
ridge dominating the Cavite area. That night troops 
of the 1st Cavalry Division raced through Novaliches 
and reached Grace Park in the northeastern portion of 
the city of Manila. On 6 February the airborne _troops 
reached Nichols Field·. As the troops of the Sixth 
Army closed on Manila from the north, northwest, and 
south, the situation of Japanese forces in the city was 
rendered hopeless but they fought bitterly from house 
to-house. Organized resistance ceased on 23 February 
when American infantry penetrated the old walled city. 

Preceded by heavy air and naval bombardment, 
clements of the 38th Division landed on 15 February 
at Marivclcs on the tip of Bataan. Resistance was light 
and our soldiers rapidly advanced along the perimeter 
r~ad west of Manila Bay. While the battle for the city 
still raged, MacArthur moved to open Manila Bay and 
begin preparation of the Philippines as a major base for 
the next United States advances in the far Pacific. 

Corregidor had gone under Allied bombardment 
on i3 January, and in less than a month Kenney's air­
men dropped 3,128 tons of bombs on the two and 
three-fourths square-mile isl;md that controls Manila 
Bay. 

On the morning of 16 February, two long trains 
of Army C-47 transports approached the "R--'- " I 

h 
. • V\.&, c ose 

to t c 5~foot sheer chffs. A sudden i8-mi'l h · d · · e-an- our 
wrn swept ~e air clear of the smoke and dust of the 
naval and air bombardment that h, d d . . a cease a few 
mmutes earlier. Then the troop carrier b 
th k 'Ch . 5 egan to sow 

e s y. utes spilled out white and troops of the 
veteran 503d Parachute Regiment drift d d 
t d th r hth e ownward 
ow_ar e ig ouse and golf course on the little island 

agamst scattered small arms fire fro th J ' 
d s· ul m e aps on the 

gro~ • 1?1 tancously,_ troops of the 34th Infantry 
Regiment hit the -shore in assault boats at San Jose 



South Dock. They ran into a heavy mine field cover­

ing the entire length of the beach, but little fire from 

Japs on the island. 
Fighting in the tunnels built by Americans in an 

attempt to make Corregidor impregnable prior to 

World War II, the Japs continued their suicidal resist­

ance for nearly two weeks. Toward the end there was 

a series of terrific explosions on the islands as the Japs 

destroyed the tunnel system and themselves with it. 

Americans sealed up remaining caves and an estimated 

300 Japs. A total of 4,215 Japs were killed on the island, 

an unknown number blown up. Of the 3,038 Ameri-

cans who took back Corregidor, 136 were killed, 8 were 
missing, and 53r wounded. 

Manila Bay was open in early March. In less than 
two months General MacArthur accomplished what 
the Japanese had needed six to do after Pearl Harbor. 

In late February, elements of the Eighth Army's 
41st Division effected an unopposed landing at Puerto 
Princesa, Palawan Island. The force captured the 
·town with its two airstrips and completely qccupied 
Puerto Princesa Peninsula. The airfields gave control 
of a wide area of th.e China Sea greatly facilitating the 
severance of Japanese communication with Malaysfa 
and Burma. 
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On 10 March other 41st Division troops landed on 
the western tip of Mindanao, second largest island in 
i:he Philippine group. Initial resistance was light and 
the city of Zamboanga fell the following day, but heavy 
fighting followed in the foothills ::!nd continued for 
weeks. 

Landings were made during March on Panay, 
8ebu, and Negros. Reconnaissance parties went 
~bore on Jolo, Tawitawi, and other islands in the Sulu 
A.rchipelago, extending our holdings to within 40 miles 
of Borneo. In each case the landings were effected 
most skillfully with a ~fuimum of resistance but stub­
born and prolonged fighting usually followed in the 
nills. 

Driving north from the central plain of Luzon, the 
5ixth Army Divisions met a fanatical enemy in the 
mc:untain ranges between Baguio and Balete Pass. 
East of Manila, infantry fought for long weeks across 
successive, bitteriy-contested mountain ridges. Other 
elements cleared the area south of Laguna de Bay and 
advanced along the highway toward the Bicol Penin­
sula. On I April, a reinforced combat team landed at 
Legaspi in so1,theast Luzon. With the help of guer­
rillas, this force cleared the southeastern tip of the 
island and th.:n moved northward toward our other 
troops advancing from central Luzon. 

In mid-April~ with the campaign in the Visayas 
drawing to a close, General Eichelberger sent the X 

• Corps of hi! Eighth Army ashore on Central Min­
danao north of Cotabato. By this time our troops were 
well established in the Zamboanga area and guerrilla 
forces were in possession of large areas in Northern 
Mindanao. Driving eastward to Davao Gulf, infantry 
of the 24th Division, X Corps, took Davao City on 4 
May after house-to-house fighting. A column of the 
31st Division drove north up the valley of the Pulangi 
River to Kibawe. Meanwhile, on Luzon, the important 
city of Baguio had fallen to the 33d and 37th Divisions. 

Allied gains in the Southwest Pacific were ex­
tended on 1 May by an amphibious force of Australian 
and Netherland East Indies troops which landed on 
oil-rich Tarakan Island, off the northeast coast of 
Borneo. By the end of the month all important in­
stallations on the island were in Allied hands. 

In mid-May another landing was made on· Min­
danao this time at Agusan on the guerrilla-held north 
coast. ' In .two days the assault troops had driven 12 
miles ·south and seized the town and airfield ·of Del 

Monte. 
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On 13 May, after months of extremely hard fight­
ing, Balete· Pass, gateway to the Cagayan Valley, was 
captured. East of Manila, on the same day, the 1st 
Cavalry Division reached the sea at Binangonan Point, 
thus dividing tl{e last enemy pocket irt central Luzon • 
and cutting to the rear of the strong enemy positions 

in the Marik.ina watershed. 

The Net Closes 

The superforts were now blasting the great cities 
of the Japanese Islands on an ever-increasing scale. 
Chief targets were aircraft plants. Docks and small 
manufacturing plants received their share of the 

punishment. 
On 19 February the V Marine Corps supported 

by Admiral R. A. Spruance's Fifth Fleet landed along 
the south coast of I wo Jima, 775 miles from the main 
Japanese Island of Honshu. The fighting was excep­
tionally heavy and it was a month before organized 
resistance terminated. The Japanese defense grew more 
desperate as our advance moved toward the shores of 

their homeland. 
lwo Jima was of vital importance to the air as­

sault on Japan. Japanese interceptors which came up 
to meet the B-29 strike on Tokyo on 7 April 1945 
found a strong Mustang escort with our bombers. 
The Iwo fields saved hundreds of battle-damaged 
B-29's unable to make the full return flight to their 
bases in the Marianas, 800 miles further to the south. 

Meanwhile Philippine-based aircraft were estab­
lishing co.nup.and over Formosa and the China Coast 
and our naval carrier planes, as well as the superforts, 
_del.ivered strikes at the very heart of Japan. It was 
now possible to drive forward into the Ryukyus along 
the main Japanese archipelago bordering the East 
China Sea. 

The offensive on the R yukyus was launched on 
26 March when the 77th Division of Lt. Gen. Simon 
B. Buckner's Tenth Army landed on Kerama Retto 
west of Okinawa. In three days the force had secured 
all islands in the Kerama chain and had emplaced 
artillery within range of the key island, Okinawa. 

Under cover of an intense naval bombardment, the 
XXIV Army Corps and the III Marine Corps established 
beachheads on the west coast of long, narrow Okinawa 
on I April. Aided by a realistic feint toward the 
thickly populated southern tip of the island, our forces 





met little resistance in the landing and in consoli­
iating positions ashore. After driving across the 
island, the Marines swung northward against light to 
moderate opposition; the Army corps turned south 
toward Naha, principal city of the island, "'.here it was 
confronted by the main Japanese force elaborately 
entrenched. 

By the end of the first week, four United Statc;s 
divisions were ashore and Marine fighters were opcrat- • 
ing from the Yontan airfield. The III Marine Corps 
had driven 20 miles northward. 

General Hodge, commander of the XXIV Army 

Corps wrote: 
It is going to be really tough. There are 65,000 to 70,000 

fighting Japs holed up in the south end of the island, and I 
s~ no way to get them out except blast them out yard by 
yard. Our attack is set to go soon, and I think we arc ready. 

The Japs have trcmcndou~ amounts of artillery and have, 
, used it far more intelligently than I have ever seen them u,e 

Jb. 

it to date. With best estimate, it shows around 500 or more 
individual weapons of 75-mm or better, including some 169-
175 of caliber 105 or better. The most powerful weapon of 
long-range we have encountered to date is the 150 rifle with 
range: of ~7,000 yards which fires occasionally upon the two air­
fields from the: vicinity of Shuri. They are using quite a few 
of the Spigot mortars (320-mm), 250-mm mortars, and aerial 
bo_mbs up to . 250 kilograms fitted as rockets. They arc also 
using large sized rockets somewhere in the 5-, 6- to 8-inch 
class. 

The terrain is dc_cidcdly rugged and cut up with many cliffs, 
natural and m~n-made, limestone and coral caves, and organized 
over long periods of time, and well-manned. 

. After mopping-up all of the northern part of the 
tslaod, the Marines took ov~ a sector in the south to 
throw their • h • . weig t into the drive for Naha. Prog-
ress continued slo • • th b' . . · w against c ltterest sort of oppo-
siu?n but by tbe middle of June, our troops had broken 
tbrough the heavily fortified Naha and Shuri Jefense 



lines and had wmpressed the Japanese into two pockets 
on southern Okinawa. 

The ferocity of the ground fighting was matched 
by frequent Japanese air assaults on-~our shipping in 
the Okinawa area. By the middle of June, 33 U. S. 
ships ·had been sunk and 45 damaged, principally by 
aerial attacks. In the Philippines campaign U.S.. forces 
first met the full fury of the kamikaze or suicide attacks, 
but at Okinawa the Japanese procedure was better or­
ganized and involved larger numbers of planes; also 
the Baka plane appeared, something quite new and 
deadly. This small, short range, rocket-accelerated air-

• craft, carried more than a ton of explosives in its war 
head. It was designed to be carried to the attack, 
slung beneath a medium bomber, then directed in a 
rocket-assisted dive to the target by its suicide pilot. 
It was in effect, a piloted version of the German V-1. 

By mid-June, the Japanese had lost twenty percent 
of their total combat aircraft strength in the battle for 
Okinawa; in all, 3,400 Japanese planes were shot down 
over the Ryukyus and Kyushu and 800 more were de­
stroyed on the ground. During the same peri9d our 
losses totaled more than a thousand aircraft. 

The pattern. of fanatical Japanese resistance con-'· 
tinued in the southernmost tip of the island. Each 
successive strong point wa:s cleared only by heroic efforts 
of our soldiers and marines. By the end of June we 
h_ad suffered 39,000 casualties in the Okinawa cam­
paign, which included losses of over 10,000 among naval 
personnel o{ the supporting Beet. By the same date, 
109,629 Japanese had been killed and 7,871 _taken 
prisoner. 

With victory just within his grasp, the Tenth· Army 
Commander, General Buckner, was forward with his 
assault infantry, observing the progress of this final drive 
to clean up the island on 18· June. An enemy artillery 
salvo. squarely bracketed his observation post, and 
Gcnc.ral Bu~er died a. soldier's death a few minutes 
later. Th.is splendid leader was replaced by General 
Joseph W. Stilwell, then Commander of the Army 
Ground Forces. The Ground Forces Command was 
given to General Jacob L. Devers, the veteran com­
mander of the Southern Group of Eisenhower's Armies. 

. General Buckner had won his battle. Within three 
clays of his death, all organized resistance had ceased 
on Okinawa, our first st:r.ategic base within the shadow 
oi the Japanese· homeland. • 

• • 'Fh'€ 9th A~stralian Division on 10 June made .lI\ 
unopposed landing at Brunei Bay, in northwest Borneo, 

seizing the naval anchorage and airfields. By over­
land and amphibious operations the Australians quickly 
drove south to important oilfields at Seria and Miri. 
The establishment of air and naval facilities at Brunei 
Bay, combined with those in the Philippines, completed 
a chain of mutually supporting strategic bases from 
which Allied air and naval forces could cover the Asiatic 
coast from Singapore to Shanghai, interdicting the 
ene.tny's overland communications and escape routes in 
Indo-China and Malaya. 

Meanwhile, General Krueger began the final oper­
ations against the Japanese on Luzon when the 37th 
Division drove northward from Balete Pass into the 
Cagayan Valley. North of Baguio, our forces met stiff 
resistance from Japanese remnants who had gathered 
for a last stand among the precipitous mountains. 
Further north, Philippine guerrillas cleared large areas 
of northwest Luzon. On 21 June these forces, assisted • 
by Rangers of the Sixth U.S. Army, captured Aparri, 
Luzon's northernmost port, and were astride the main 
road through the valley at Tuguegarao. 
• - On 23 June a paratroop force of the 11th Airborne 

Division dropped just south of Aparri. This force drove 
25 miles southward during the next three days to 
establish contact with forward elements of the 37th 
Division. 

_ The seizure of the Cagayan Valley virtually termi­
nated the campaign in Luzon, though sizable pockets 
of desperate Japanese remained to be eliminated. In 
the liberation of the ·Philippine Islands, General Mac­
Arthur's armies had killed by that time 317,000 and 
captured 7,236 Japanese against a U. S. casualty figure 
of approximately 6o,628"killed, wounded, and missing. 

On I July Australian forces landed at Balikpapan in 
southeastern Borneo. Preceded by a heavy aerial and 
naval bombardment, assault troops suffered only light 
casualties in seizing their beachheads. By the middle 
of July, Balikpapan Harbor was open to Allied 
skipping. _ 

From California to the coast of China the vast 
Pacific abounded with American power. In the Philip­
pines, the Marianas and the Ryukyus, our forces under 
steadily increasing reinforcements from the European 
continent massed for the final phase of the Pacific war. 
The enemy's shipping had been largely sunk or driven 
from the seas. The few remaining fragments of his 
once powerful naval force were virtually harbor bound 
and the industries and communications of Japan were 
rapidly crumbling under the mounting tempo of our 



aerial bombardment. Lord Mountbatten's forces in 
southeastern Asia were closing in on Malaysia and 
the Netherlands East Indies. Chinese armies, newly 
equipped, trained, and determinedly led, were gradually 
assuming the offensive. 

The day of final reckoning for a treacherous enemy 
was at hand. 

Final Victory 

By direction of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General 
MacArthur assumed command of all Uniu:d States 
Army Forces in the Pacific on April 6. Both he and 
Admiral Nimitz, Commander of Naval Forces in the 
Pacific, were directed to prepare for the final opera­
lions against Japan. By June General MacArthur had 
created a new command known as the United States 
Army Forces in the Western Pacific under Lt. Gen. 1 

W. D. Styer to replace the old Southwest Pacific Area. 
General Richardson was redesignated Commander of 
the Army Forces of the Middle Pacific. 

On 10 July the Joint Chiefs of Staff ordered 
another re~ision of the Pacific Command. 

The formerly China-based 20th and 21st Bomber 
Commands were deactivated. The 21st became the 
20th Air Force· and the personnel of the 20th Bomber 
Command was transferred to the Eighth Air Force, 
which had been redeployed from Europe. General 
Twining, who had started in the Pacific war with the 
13th Air Force in the Solomons, later moved to com­
mand of the 15th Air Force in Italy, was given com­
mand of the new 20th Air Force. General Doolittle 
retained command of the 8th. 

Both Air Forces which now controlled the mighti­
est fleet of superbombers ever assembled, were com­

bined into the U.S. Strategic Air Force, the Command 
which controlled the American· Air assault on Ger­
many. General Spaatz retained command of USST AF 
in the Pacific. General Giles became his deputy. Gen­
eral LeMay, who once had commanded the B-29 fleet 
in China, then built up the superfortress attack in the 
Pacific, became his Chief of Sta.ff. 

S~rategic control of the superfortress fleet remained 
with the Joint Chiefs of Staff with General Arnold as 

Jheir agent, , . 
-- During July the superbombers had steadily in­

cr~ased the scale of their attacks on the Japanese home-
- land. From the Marianas bases, the B-29's averaged 

1,200 sorties a week.. Okinawa airfields which now 

occupied almost all suitable space on the island began lO 

fill with heavy bombers, mediums and fighters which 
united in the aerial assault on the Japanese islands, her 
positions on the Asiatic mainland and what was left 
of her shipping. Fighters from lwo Jima swept the 
air over the Japanese Islands, sn-afed Japanese dromes 
and communication; and gave the superbombers free­
dom of operation. The Third Fleet augmented by 
British units hammered Japan with its planes and guns 
sailing boldly into Japanese coastal waters. The war­
ships repeatedly and effectively shelled industries along 

the coasts. 
These mighty attacks met little opposition. Ter­

rific air losses during the fierce battles of Japan's inter­
defenses had made the enemy desperate: Knowing 
that invasion was not long off, he husbanded his now 
waning resources for the final battle. Defending the 
homelan_d the enemy had an army of 2,000,000, _ a re­
maining air strength of 8,000 planes of all types, 
training arid_ combat. -

General MacAr~ur was massing troops and planes 
in the Philippines and in Okinawa and in bases to the 
south of _the Philippines for the showdo~n. He, in 
cooperation with Admiral N_imitz, • was preparing to 
execute two plans for the invasion of Japm: the first 
~nown _ as operation OLYMPIC, provided for a three- . 
pronged assault on southern. Kyushu in the fall of 
1945 by the Sixth United ~tates Army, consisting of • 
the I and the XI Army Corps and the V Marine Am­
phibious Corps. The three groups were to land in the 
order named at Miyazaki, Ariaka Wan, and on the -
beaches west of Kagoshima to isolate the southernmost 
Japar:iese· island and destroy the defending forces there. 
Prece~ing ~he ma~ _assault were to be preliminary 
operations m Kosh1k1 Retto and a diversionary feint 

- off Shikoku by the IX Corps. 
. The second phase of the Japanese invasion, opera­

t10~ CORONET, was to be carried out in the early 
s~r~ng off 19_46 •. The Eigh~ ~~d Tenth Armies, con-. 

• s_1sting o nme mfantry d1vJS1ons, two armored divi­
sions and three Marine divisions were to assault the 
Kanta or Tokyo plain of eastern Honshu Th . • ese two 
veteran Pacific Armies were to be folio d h b • th · . , we as ore y 
. e Fll'st Army, which had spearheaded our Victory 
In Europe and w~s now to be redeployed for the final 
battle of the Pacific. lh this attack th F' Ar 

Id h 
. _e trst my 

wou ave contained 10. infantry divisions. The three 

•Naval aspects of the plans arc not discussed here. 





:\rmies had the mission of destroying the Japanese On 6 August the bomb was dropped. The·rcmlts 

.nrm y on the main home island and to occupy the are well known . 
.. okyo-Yokohoma area. On Kyushu we would have Two days later the Soviet Union declared war on 
.dd a one-corps reserve of three infantry cHvisions • Japan and within a few, hours the Red Army was 
.1d one airborne. From here the plan was to fan out again on the march this time driving with pow.ctful 
, the north and clean up the remainder of the Jap- bl~WSJI into the prid~ of Japanae military izowu, the 

Kwantuna. A1:mv of Manchuria" The first Red oifcn-
1ese islands. Supporting the clean-up would ulti-· e, 1' th 

sivcs were across th,c Manchuria borders and sou -
1ately have been an air garrison equjv.alent to 50 Th d b th 

ward on the island of S-axba,lin. c a v:ance Y c 
~roups. Rc:d divisians wa~ s~ift. They stn1ck fir.st to is?latc 

These w~re our plans for final victory in Wol'ld Manchuria and then Korea. In rapid tlirus~ from 
War II should Japan fight to a last! ditch n-ational sui- outer Mongolia and 1"rans~aikal, the Soviet forces 
dde. But 'lie had other plans which we anticipated dr.ovc deep into Manchuria and struck the K.hinghan 
.night bring a much speedier end to the war. For range, captured die com~unications center and bases 
, ears the full resources of .American and 13ritish science at Haila:.r: and crossed the Khinghan barrier into 
.ad been working on the principfc of atomic ,fission. Harbin, key ci:ity,,, 0£ ce;itral Manchuria. To the south 
'y the spring oi this year we knew that success· was stI;ong mobile forces erosscd the desolate Gobi desert 
t hand. Whlle Preside-nt Truman was mcetin~ with toward sautliei:'n Manchuria. 
i.e British Prime Minister and Gcncm.lissimo Stalin - 'Fne~ oo 9 Au~st, the Strategic Air Forces 

~t Potsdam, a new and terrible bomb' was taken co ii • , loosed a second atomic bomb on Nagasaki, whim 
,teserted area of New Mexico and detonated.. 'F&c fo. . ; dis:eiafed gteate.r. destructi\l'e blast and fire than the 

5ults were even more terrifying than was antitipatcd. _- H1~0shima bomb. The ~moke of ~e Nagasaki ?~l<>-

h d th S 
t. w· .1 ~t.: nat110a Fese .50,000 feet irito the am and was vtsible 

A report was rus c to e ecretary Oil aJi ane me ', -. t.~ th i1 , . 
. . • . wI mo.1e an 175 m es • 

. 'resident at Pots~a:m, Germany, and it was deE1ded to . 'li'h • _n. f 6 • .,.., t h ... ;2 L -- f ift 
• • J.'. e wee.JS,, o nugus ""' ocen one o sw 

.;e this weapon immediately in an effort to slioFt~ • and sudden' clisastai to the nation whim fired the msli 
'1e war and save thousands ofi Amer,iean. lives. · From • shot in die s_e~ies of conflk tSi that fod to World War 

-...:>tsdam General Spaatz retcived orders to dr@p The Jlf. fapan was being· made to pay in full for her 
~omic bomb on the industrial instaUations of one of tread1eries at Mukden ancl at Shanghai, ali Pearl 

c,ur selcc:ted cities from which lie could make his own Harbor and at Bafaan. The enemy situation was 
,~}ection according· to weather and target any time . hopele~_s. • Ori 10 August the Japanese Government 
after the 3d of August. He chose 'the military b:Jse sued for peace on the general terms enunciated by the 
'"ity of Hiroshima. Allied powers at the Potsdam Conference. 



ORDER OF BATILE U.S. ARMY FORCES IN THE PACIFIC (AS OP 14 AUGUST 1945) 

,._A,,,., LK11tiutt 
Unit ..,.,,H,_ '" 

:-,neral Headqu:i.rter,, U. S. Army Forces in the General of the Army Douglas MacArthur •• ·•••• Manila, Luzon, Philippine Islands • 

.'aci6c. 
• •th Army ............... ,, ...................... Gen. Walter Krueger ..............••••••••••• • Luzon, Philippine Islands. 

•oth I r tt o· · · Br,·g. Gen. D. J. Myers . . . .. . ........... . . . . ••. Panay, Phi_li_ppi_ne blands. , a an y 1v1s1on .. . ............ .... .. 
11 th Airborne Division ................. .. . Maj. Geo. J. M. Swing .... .. .. .. .. . ... . ... . . .. Luzon, Ph'.l~pp'.ne blands. 

l Corps . ... .... .... ...... ........ .. ..... . . . . . Maj. Gen. I. P. Swift ................ . ....... . Luzon, Ph1l1ppme Islands. 
25th Infantry Division .. .. .. .... .. . ........ Maj. Gen. C. L. Mullins .........•.• •••• · ••••• Luzon, Ph!l!pp!oe Islands. 
33d Infantry Division .... .. . . . . ....... .... . Maj. Gen. P. W. Clarkson . ... .. . .. , . .. , • •• •.•• Luwn, Philippine Islands. 
41st Infa.ncry Division . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . Maj. Gen. J. A. Doe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • Mindanao, Philippine Islands. 

IX Corps ..................................... Maj. Gen. C. W. Ryder ....................... Leyte, Philippine Islands. 
77th Infantry Division ....... . .. . ....... . . . Maj. Gen. A. D. Bruce ..... . ................• . Cebu, Philippine Islands. 
81st Infantry Division .. .. .. .... .. ... .... .. Maj. Gen. P. J. Mueller .... .. . . .. .. . .. ..•. . ... Leyte, Philippine Islands. 

XI Corps ... . ........... . ..................... Lt. Geo. C. P. Hall .. ....... .. ................ Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
43d Infantry Division ... .... ........... . ... Maj. Gen. L. F. Wing .................. . : .... Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
Americal Infantry Division .. .. . . . ..... .... . Maj. Gen. W. H. Arnold .. .. . ................. Cebu, Philippine Islands. 
1st Cavalry Division . .. .... . . . .. : ...... . .. . Ma j. Gen. W. C. Chase . ........ ...... .. ..•... Lu.zoo, Philippine Islands. 

ghth Army . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. . Lt. Gen. R. L. Eichelberger . . . . . . . . . . .. . . • . . .. Leyte, Philippine hi ands. 
93d lnlantty Division ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... Maj. Gen. H. H. Johnson ..................... Morotai Island, New Gwnea, and Philippine 

Islands. 
96th Infantry Division . ... . .. ... .......... . M_~i- Gen. Jam~s L. Bradley . .... ... ... . ... .. . . Okinawa, Ryukyus Islands, and Mindanao, 

Philippine Islands. 
X Corps. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maj. Gen. F. C. Sibert. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mindanao, Philippine Islands. 

24th Infancry Division . .. .. ... .. . .... . . . .. . Maj. Gen. R. B. Woodruff .. .. ........ . . . .. . ... Mindanao, Philippiae Islands. 
31st Infantry Division . . .. .. . ... .... .. ... . . Maj. Gen. C. A. Martin . .. . . .. . . ...... ... .. . .. Mindanao, Philippine Islands. 

XIV Corps. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lt. Gen. 0 . W. Griswold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
6th Infantty Division .... . .... . ......... . .. Maj. Gen. C. E. Hurdis ... • ....... . ............ Lu.zoo, Philippine Islands. 
32d Infantry Division .. ...... .... ....... . . . Maj. Gen. W. H. Gill . .. .... .. . ........ ... .... Luzon, Philippioe Islands. 
37th Infantty Division ....... .. ........ . ... Maj. Gen. R. S. Beighcler ..... . ..... . .. . .. , ... Luwn, Philippine Islands. 
38th Infantry Division ...... ... ........ ... . Maj. Gen. F. A. Irving ........................ Luzon, Philippine Islands. 

·tenth Army ... . .. . ....... . ......... . ... . . . ... . . .. Geo. J. W. Stilwell . . ............... .. ...... . . Okinawa, Ryukyus Islands. 
XXIV Corps .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . Lt. Gen. J. R. Hodge. .. . .. .. . . .. .. . . . . . . .. .. . Okinawa, Ryukyus Islands. 

7th Infantty Divis.ion . ..... . . ........ ..... .. Maj. Gen. A. V. Arnold .... .. . .. . . ..... .. .... . Okinawa, Ryukyus Islands. 
27th Infanl!'y Division ...... ... .......... . . Maj. Geo. G. W. Griner, Jc ..... . .. .... .. . . ... le Shima and Okinawa, Ryukvus Islands. 

U.S. Army Forces, Middle Paci6c . ... ..... ..... Lt. Gen. R. C. Richardson, Jr ... . ...... ... ..... Oahu, Hawaiian Islands. 
98th lnfanrry Division .. . . ... .......... ... . Maj. Gen. A. M. Harper .... .... ....... . ..... . Oahu, Hawaiian Islands. 

U.S. Army_ Forces, Western Paci6c .... . .... . .. .. Lt. Geo. W. D. Styer ...... . . . . . ... ... . ... .... Luzon, Philippine Islands. 
Far Ease Air Forces. . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. .. .. .. .. . . Gen. G. C. Kenney. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . .. . Okinawa, Ryukyus Isbnds. 

Fifth Air Force . . .. ... ... ..... , .. ... . ... ... Lt. Gen. E. C. Whitehead ............... . ..... Okinawa, Ryukyus Islands. 
Scvcoch Air Force ..... .. ..... . ... .... .... . Brig. Geo. T. D. White ... . . ... .. . ... . . . . .. ... Saipan, Marianas Islands. 
Thirteenth Air Force ..... . ...... ... ....... Maj. Gen. P. B. Wartsmith . ... . .. . . . ... .... . .. Leyte, Philippine Islands. 

ORDER OP BATTLE U.S. ARMY STRATEGIC AJR FORCES (AS OF 14 AUGUST 1945) 

Headq11arrcn, U.S. Army Suategic Air Forces, Guam, Marianas Islands: 
Commandiag General. • . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gen. Carl Spaan:. 
Depucy C.0.111111a11det • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • , • , • , ••• , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • Lt. Gen. B. McK. Giles. 
CbiefofSraf'. • • : . • ••• ••••• • ••• • • •••• ••• •••• • •. • . •••. ·· · .. , ... . . .. . , . . . . Maj. Geo. C. E. 'LeMay. 

Eighi:h Air Poree, Okinawa, Ryu~yu1 bland,: 

C.Ommmdios GmuaJ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ·: • • • • • • • • •• • • • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lt. Gen. James H. Doolittle. 
T,wenricch Air Poree, Guam, Mariana, blands: 

«:cmuiianding GcOtt'aJ. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • , •. .... . ,. , .. ... . . Lr. Gen. Nathan F. Twining. 
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the l;>iows of die Red divisions and American power 
massing for invasion, Japan made final payment on the 
ueacheries of 'Mukdea, Shanghai, Pearl Harbor,. and . 

• surrendered. , : . 
_ The Japanese isia~ds lint pame uoder bombardment 

of China-based B-29's on 15 June 1944. Thu ~saulr was 
joined by Superfortresses based in the Marianas on 24 
November 194'4. The Navy began iu carrier .strikes that ' 
denied che Japanese Beets 1he safety of iu home .harbors 
on 16 February 1945. In July the coastal cities of Japan 
came undc:-r the ,guns of our wa.r~ips and oo 6 .August 
rhe m.ightiesr bfow of warfatt, the firsc atomic bomb, wllS 

dropped oo ~c:- milifal)' base ,icy of Hiroshima. • , . . 
Two days later the SOYiet Union joined the assault 

on )11pan. A ~nd 1ttomic bomb blasted Nagas_akj OD 

9 Aug11St Wichfo • 24 hour, r.he aggtl!Sror nation rbat 
. bad m,:J ,he lit~t shot of die SJri" of Wars that led up 
a, du, greaten f'f alJ. c:onlJicu sued /or die J>eac.e it .bad 
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O·CCUP ATION 
Orderly civil administration must be_ maintained in 
support of military operations in liberated and occupied 
territories. In previous wars, the United States had 
no prepared plan for this purpose. In this war it was 
necessary to mobilize the full resources of both liberated 
and occupied countries to aid in defeating the enemy. 
The security of lines of communication and channels 
of supply, the prevention of sabotage, the control of 
epidemics, the restoration of production in order to 
decrease import needs, the maintenance of good order 
in general, all were factors involved. It was important 
to transform the inhabitants of liberated countries into 

fighting allies. 
The Civil Affairs Division was created on I March 

r943 to establish War Department p~licies designeJ 
to handle these problems. In joint operations, the 
Division works closely with a similar agency in the 
Navy Department, as well as with related civilian agen­
cies to determine and td implement United States poli­
cies. The Army and Navy are represented on the Joint 
Civil Affairs Committee under the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
which is charged with planning for civil affairs in 
both Europe and the Pacific. L1 combined operations, 
United States policies are coordinated with those of 
the British through the Combined Civil Affairs Com­
mittee of the Combined Chiefs of Staff. 

Army officers were trained at the School of Mili­
tary Government established at the University of Vir­
ginia and at Civil Affairs training schools to serve in 
military government and civil affairs activities in the 
field. The operation of these schools is a responsibility 
of The Provost Marshal General, under directives 
prepared by the Civil Affairs Division. 

In French North Africa the civil administration 
was conducted by the French Government. The Brit­
ish managed civil affairs in the territory east of the 
Tunis-Tripoli border. 

In Sicily for the first time, civil affairs officers, 
Americarr and British in equal numbers, went ashore 
with assault troops. For the remainder of the Sicilian 
campaign these officers accompanied combat troops into 
towns and areas where their services were necessary. 
In the initial stages of the Sicilian campaign, military 
government was a responsibility of combat command­

ers; and civil affairs officers went with fighting troops 
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to take the burden of dealing with the civil populace 
off the commander's shoulders. They organized the 
civil administration so as to secure the cooperation of 
the Sicilians, and thus relieve tactical commanders from 
the necessity of diverting detachments from combat 
troops for security. Allied Military Government of 
Occupied Territories was extended in Sicily as rapidly 
as the enemy was cleared from a community. 

A similar procedure was ioliowed in the early 
phases of the invasion of the Italian mainland. Civil 
affairs officers, attached to the 15th Army Group, were 
placed under the commanding generals of the Fifth and 
Eighth Armies. A mobile Allied Military Govern­
ment headquarters moved with each army. 

After Italy capitulated and became a cobelligerent 
against Germany, the Allied Control Commission for 
Italy was established by the Combined Chiefs of Staff 
to supervise the activities of the Italian Government 
and to insure that the terms of the surrender were ob­
served. The Supreme Ailied Commander in the Medi­
terranean Theater is president of the Commission. 
Originally, it was a United States-British military 
agency. Now the percentage of civilian personnel is 
progressively increasing; Early ii::J 1945 the Allies. re­
established diplomatic relations with Italy and since that 
time diplomatic representatives have dealt with politi­
cal matters. The major portion of the Italian peninsula 
has been transferred from the control of AMG to that 

of the Italian Government. 
Experience gained in Sicily and Italy and practices 

followed there have been utilized in all subsequent 

operations. 
Public safety, health, supply, agricultural, and other 

experts in the various phases of civil affairs accom­
panied the invasion forces into Sicily and Italy. The 
security of the armies and their property, the protection 
of local resources fur the use of the armies, and the 
keeping of public order were achieved by publit.: safety 
officers who worked largely through the Royal Cara­
binieri and other Italian police. Emergency civilian 
relief supplies, food, medicine, soap, and coal were 
accumulated in North Africa before and during the 
Italian campaign. They were supplemented by ship­
ments from the United Kingdom and the United States .. 

In one year more than two million long tons of relief 
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supplies were distributed in Italy. However, scarcity 
of food remained the most difficult civil affairs problem 
in that country. This was complicated by the Fascist­
born black market, by lack of shipping space for non­
military goods, and by partial paralysis of inland trans­
portation facilities which had been crippled by the 
enemy and by Allied bombings. Yet the bread ration 
rose from 125 to 200 grams, and finally to 300. 

Conditions favorable to epidemics were crea~ed by 
undernourishment, lack of soap and water, broken 
sewers, dead animals, overcrowding, and refugees. 
The united efforts of the medical personnel of the 
armies and the public h~alth experts of AMG, who 
directed and assisted the Italian medical profession, 
kept epidemics under control. Outbreaks of typhus 
were suppressed. The public was informed of the 
danger from rodents 2nd vermin as plague carriers. 
Refugees were deloused. Demolished water supply 
and sewer systems were restored. The services of a 
few experts prevented malaria from levving a heavy"toil 
on our fighting men. 

Many fugitives from Nazi oppression, chiefly Yugo­
slavs, had escaped into Italy. They have been cared 
for by the Army, and thousands have been evacuated 
to the Near E3:st. A camp, capable of housing a group 
of 40,000 displaced persons, was opened by the Army 
at Philippeville, Algeria, and approximately 1,000 such 
refugees have been established in a temporary camp at 
Oswego, N. Y. 

Upon recommendation of the American Commis­
sion for the Protection and Salvage of Artistic and His­
toric Monuments in War Areas, s~lected officers were 
assigned to the Mediterranean and European Theaters 
to furnish technical advice on the preservation and 
restoration of art and archives. As a result of a con­
certed program of education, troops have been able to 
save many priceless works from destruction. 

In France and other liberated countries of North­
western Europe, the a.ims and activities of civil affairs 
personnel were the same as in Italy. However, special 
conditions required revised methods. In Italy there 
was a progressive movement from full military govern­
ment toward looser forms of control, including in­
creased participation by civilians and the Italian Gov­
ernment. In the Europeao Theater of Operations, civil 
affairs personnel was required to shift abruptly from 
cooperative management of civil affairs in liberated 
areas to full blown military government in Germany. 

The War Department coordinated negotiations on 

the United States military level with the French Com­
mittee of National Liberation. They drew up agree­
men.ts for· the administration of civil . a.ff airs and, after 
approval by the U. S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, these were 
signed by General Eis'enhower for the United States 
and General Koenig for the French Committee. The 
British executed a similar agreement on a governmental 
level. 

Under ~hese agreements, civil affairs in Corsica 
and France were effected through a French Delegate 
acting in accordance with French Jaw. Later General 
Eisenhower was represented by a SHAEF Military Mis­
sion in France. The French civil administration co­
operated effectively and it was unnecessary for General 
Eisenhower to .invoke his paramount powers of con­
trol eveu in forward areas. So well did this under­
standing work that, as early as 24 October 1944, a zone 
of interior was proclaimed in France, which had the 
effect of formally restoring practically complete control 
over all governmental problems to the French Provi­
sional Government. United States and United King­
dom officials had the aid of French officers in helping 
the armies keep their lines of communication open and 
supplies flowing forward. The French Provisional Gov­
ernment furthered the campaign in a variety of ways. 
During the autumn ra.ins, "duckbill" type tread exten­
sions were needed to give-tanks better traction on muddy 
terrain. The French contributed 600 tons of their sparse 
steel stocks to make 400,0 00 "duckbills". They provided 
storm boats for the spring campaign requiring rivc:r 
crossings. It I .. 1s been estimated that by the end of 
February 1945 the French Provisional Government had 
made available to the Allies supplies, labor, services, in­
stallations, transportation, and other facilities valued 
at approximately 225 million dollars. 

Prior° to the invasion of Normandy, the Govern­
ments of Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and 
Norway had military missions attached to the staff of 
the Supreme Allied Commander in London. As these 
governments were reestablished on the continent, 
General Eisenhower designated a SHAEF Military 
Mission to each nation. 

In Albania, Greece, and Yugoslavia, the interests 
of the United States in the administration of civil affairs 
is limited to the activities concerned with relief and 
rehabilitation. 

Since D-day in Europe, our military authorities 
have carried out a civilian relief import program for 
the liberated peoples of Europe in coordination with 
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the British. The relief supplies have consisted mostly 
of limited quantities of food, medical supplies, cloth­
ing and fuel.. The: Unitc:d States share: of this p~ogram, 
exclusive of petroleum products, for the northwest 
Europe and the Meait<::rranean areas, is approximately 

3,900,000 tons for the: year ending 30 June 1945. 
In addition to imports of specific supplies for the 

civilian populations, the military ·authorities have ac­
tive! y assisted the -liberated countries in the construction 
or repair of railroads, highways, and bridges, the reac­
tivation of public utility services, and the construction 
or repair of port facilities and inland waterways. The 
Army has also been of assistance to the liberated gov­
ernments in its efforts to aid in the resumption of essen-
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tial industries such as coal mining, fishing, and others 
which would provide supplies to further the military 
effort and reduce shipping required for relief impom. 

Military responsibility for provision of civiliar. 
supplies, except coal, for France was terminated 1 M,i:. 
1945. It is expected that termination of military respon­
sibility for furnishing civilian supplies throughot:: 
liberated northwest Europe, including coal for Franc~ 
will be terminated on or about 1 September 1945. 

The: American Armies have accumulated so gr!~: 
a crop of prisoners that their handling has been a pr~: -
!em of immense complexity. Following the termi:::­
tion of hostilities in Europe our forces were hole!::; 
130,000 Italian prisoners and 3,050,000 German pris: • 



·• s as ~ell as an aad1t1onal 3,000,000 German troops who 
ere disarmed after the unconditional surrender. Of 

, , ese, 370,?°° German and 50,000 Italian prisoners arc 
the Umted State.s and Hawaii and th • d. • • 

,c; . , eu 1spos1t1on 
a matter of unmediate concern. It is the policy of the 

1'1 ar _I?epartment to return to Europe all prisoners 
.dd _m the United States as soon as this movement is 
:acticable logistically. 

The total captui- • b" d Eu • • cm com me ropean operations 
' as been divided equally between the United States and 

t b.e British Commonwealth Governments. In addition 
•0 those P_risoners who were the direct responsibility 
..,f the United States, this Government agreed to take 
75,000 of the Britis~ captures with the understanding 
~ey would be returned as soon as possible. 

The country has benefited from the utilization of 
the labor of these prisoners of war. Our critical man-­
powe~ shortage has been rdieved by 62,075,Soo prisoner 
.vorkmg days; the U.S. Treasury has been enriched by. 
i35,1¢,8oo paid 

1
by private contractors for this labor. 

In addition,· their use on military installations has an 
estimated value of $108,825,469. After the capitulation 
of Italy, 110,000 Italian prisoners· volunteered for Italian 
Service Units which perform noncoinbatartt work help­
ful to the Allied war effort. . • . • • . . . : ~ 

In the utilization of prisoners of war in continental 
United States, under the direction of The Provost Mar­
shal General, the principle has been followed that such 
labor will not be permitted to compete with American 
civilian labor or to impair American wage standards and 
working conditions. Before a private contractor may 
employ prisoner of war labor, he must obtain from either 
the War Manpower Commission or the War Foods Ad­
ministration a certification that civilian labor is not 
available for the prof ect. • • • - : 

The policy of ~e United States with respect to 
• treatment to be accorded t~ prisoners of war held by this 

country is in accordance with Geneva Prisoners of War 
Convention, which was ratified by· the United States on 
16 January 1932,_ and thus has the power of law. In 
following the provisions of the convention, the enemy 
prisoners have received firm treatment. At the same 
time a program of reorientation has been instituted to 
impress upon prisoners the vitality am) strength of demo. 
cratic institutions in the United States . . 

Prior to the uncomlitional surrender, military gov­
ernment in Germany was est.iblished hy Genei:al Eisen­
hower throughout the .ireas occupie,1 by his forces. 
Military government dc:tachmenrs followed in the wake 

of the advancing armed fo~ces and established rigid con­
trol over the civ~ population, ~aking the first steps neces­
sary to reestablish German administration free from 
Nazi influence. Some 5,500,000 displaced civilians and 
liberated United Nations prisoners of war were un­

.~ovcred in Germany. By. the end of J~.e nearly 
3,000,000 had_ been repatriated to their home • lands. 
Suspected war criminals and persons whose freedorp 
might endanger ' the security of the occ;upymg forces 
were taken intQ cust<><f y. • . 

• The remarkable e_fficiency of ~ndling both pris­
oners an<{ displaced persons alo-ng the routes of an 
advancing victorious army was the fruit of an inten­
sive effort to establish a new conception in the organ~ 
ization of military police. Our experience 10 the old 
AEF indicated that a highly. trained military police 
for~e could be of tremendous value to military opera­
tions. Up to that 'time military police were .used 
simply to enforce, .discipline and the regulations to 
which troops were subjecL A careful s~udy of World 
War operations • coupled with experience in the first 
maneuvers brought the. concept of QStng military 
police for helpful control of' military traffic moving 
tQ• and during battle. For this purpose special train­
ing schools were C$tablished by the Provost Marshal 
General.·. Insofar as possible 9lder men were selected 
for , the training. The , returns on , this effort were 
especially· rith in the drive across France which 
hea~ily depended on the forwarding ~£ the troops 
and supplies which had been put ashore in Nor­
mandy: : Later in the collapse oI German resistance 
the • military police performed mi.acles in regulating 
the dense, rather chaotic traffic on the roads, burdene~ 
with· cc;,mbat troops and. their . supplies surging for­
ward and millions of prisoners or displaced persons 
straggling in the opposite direction. 

• With ,the unconditional surrender of the Germau 
armed forces on 8 May, rigid military government was 
established throughout the whole of General Eisen­
hower's area of responsibility, The redeployment of 
forces into the national zones of occupation agreed 
upon by the four powers io the European Advisory 
Commission began. On 5 June General Eisenhower 
~ct in Berlin with Field Marsh.ii Montgomery, Marshal 
Zhukov, and General De Littre and on behalf of the 
United States signed the tieclaration by which the four 

. governments assume<I supreme authority and power in 
Germany . . The Control Council in Germany was set 

· up in accordance-with the four-power protocol of the 
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European Advisory Commission. At the end of June, 
General Eisenhower's responsibility as a Supreme 
Allied Commander for military government in Ger­
many terminated and, as Commander in Chief of the· 
United States Occupation Forces in Germany, he became 
responsible for the military government of the United° 
States zone of occupation. The United States zone of 
occupation includes the whole of Bavaria, Wurtem­
burg, Hesse and Hesse-Nassau, and the northern par­
don of Baden, and, in addition, a portion of Berlin 
md the ports of Bremen and Bremerhaven. Lieuten­
mt General Lucius DuB. Clay serves as Deputy Mili­
~ary Governor of the United States zone and as General 
.Eisenhower's representative on the Coordinating Com­
mittee of the Control Council. He is assisted by a staff 
.,£ specially chosen civilian and military experts. 

In the closing days of the German campaign Allied 
'\1ilitary Government was established in Austria. Offi­
rers and men, especially trained to deal with the prob-
1ems of Austria, accompanied the tactical forces into 
.,1ose portions of the country occupied by United States, 

- ;ritish, and French· forces and -took over control of ·an 
ivi! affairs. The military government in Austria dif­

c0 .rs substantially from that in Germany. Although. 
the program of denazification and demilitarization of 
uermany is being extended in Austria, the United 
_ lations will endeavor to promote conditions which 

ill- lead to . the establishment of a free and inde­
~ndent Austria. Allied control in Austria is con­

'·1cted through quadripartite administration by Soviet, 
-<ritish, French, and United States commanders, each 
,i. whom has been made responsible for a zone of oc­
.Jpation. Combined command of United States and 
'itish forces in Austria has been terminated. Matters 

• concern to Austria as a whole are dealt with by the 
' Ur national commanders sitting in Vienna ..... General 
·tark has been designated the Commanding General 
,( United States forces in Austria and, as such, will be 
.~.! United States representative on the Governirig Body 

the Allied Administration in Austria.' Though 

Austria has become ~ part of the European Theater of 
Operations, General Clark, in his role as the United 
States representative in the Allied Administration in 
Austria, is responsible directly to the United States Joint 
Chiefs of ~taff. 

The liberation of the Philippines would have in­
volved .major problems of civil affairs had the Com­
monwealth Government and local officials of inflexible 
loyalty not shown from the very first landings immedi­
ate competence to reorganize administration and re­
establish orderly government. By agreement with the 
Commonwealth Government it has been understood 
throughout the whole of the Philippine campaign that 
military responsibility ' for civil affairs was limited to 
the pr~vision of necessary emergency relief to the pop­
u lation. • Through military channels 140,000 tons of 
civil relief supplies were shipped to the Philippines be­
tween November 1944 and I July 1945. • 

The first major operation requiring the establish­
ment of military government over large numbers of 
Japanese people was at Okinawa . . In that testing 
ground of policies, for the main islands of Japan, 
valuable experience was .gained by mili~ govern­
ment personnel of the Army working• with naval 
personnel. 

The capitulation of Japan has been followed by 
the occupation of various strategic portions of the four 
main Japanese Islands by Allied Forces under the 
supreme command of General MacArthur. 

An important element of the surrender, was the 
clear statement by the Allied Powers that from the 
moment of the capitulation, the Emperor and the 
Japanese Government would be under the absolute 
authority of the Supreme Commander. Initially, mili­
tary government has not been· established in the same 
manner as in Italy or Germany. The will of the' 
Allied Powers as exemplified in the surrender instru­
ment is being imposed upon the Japanese through 
the channel of the Emperor and the Japanese govern­
mental machinery. 

,. 
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OUR WEAPONS 
THE Nation's state of unpreparedness along with that 
of the British Empire gave the Axis nations an over. 
whelming initial advantage in materiel. The Japanese 
campaigns in China, the Italian campaign in Ethiopia, 
and the participation of German and Italian troops in 
the Spanish Civil War afforded these enemies an op. 
portunity to test their new weapons on the battlefield. 
This is a matter of very great importance, preliminary 
to decisions for quantity production of any weapon. 
Since we had some time in which to mobilize our re. 
sources, the vastly superior industrial establis):tment of 
the United States eventually overcame the initial ad• 
vantage of the enemy. 

During the past two years the United States Army 
was well armed and well equipped. The fact is we 
dared to mount operations all over the world with a 
strategic inferiority in numbers of troops. Were it not 
for superiority in the air and on the sea, in mobility 
and in firepower we could not have achieved tactical 
superiority at the points chosen for attack nor 'have. 
prevented the enemy from bringing greater. forces to 
bear against us. ' 

From the time of the landing in France to the time 
the Allies had reached the German frontiers, the Ger• 
man armies of the West exceeded ·numeri~ally the 
attacking forces. General • MacArthur invaded the 
Philippines with a lesser .force tha·n • th~t with which 
the Japan~se held the islands. In the un~ediate ·stra:. 
tegic area Japanese strength far outnumbrred us . • By 
no other criterion can •• the quality an'd quantity of oux: 
weapon~ hetter be judged. Yet we were in some in. 
~tances· 'outdone by both· Germany and Japan in the 
development of specific weapons. It is truly r~mark. 
able that our superiority was as general 'li'.nd as decisive 
as it proved to be. ' • 

Overshadowing all other tech~·ological advance of 
the war was the Allied development of the atomic 
explosive. The tremendous military advantage of this 
terrifying weapon fell to us through a combination of 
good luck, good management and prodigious effort. 
The harnessing of atomic power should give Ameri. 
cans confidence in their destiny but at the same time 
we must be extremely careful not to fall victim to over­
conndcnce. . This tremendous discovery will not be 
ours exclusively indefinitely. In the years of peace 

between the two world wars we permitted Germap.y 
to far outpace us in the development of instruments 
which· might have military use. As a consequence 
German development of long.range rockets and pilot­
less aircraft, • stemming- from years of peacetime -re• 
search, was far. more advanced than our own, whic~ 
began in earnest only after the war had already started. 
The fact that we overtook Germany's head start on 
the atomic explosive is comforting, but catainly shouia 
not lull us again into a state of complacent inertfa. 

In the development of aircraft and ships U. S. 
factories and productive ·"know-how'' ~oon gave the 
Allies both a qualitative and quantitative advantage 
over Germany and Japan. By the time the great 
air battles of Europe and the far Pacific were joined, 
U. S. planes were superior in numbers an<) types to the 
enemy's. • Our development of the long.range heavy 
bomber, now exemplified by the B:-29, has been un• 
matched. The Germans themselves admit they did not 
even foresee our developments in the long.range fight­
er. · )"ney ftrst introduced the jet' engine in com• 
bat, but this was not because-we had mad_e no progress 
in this field. By the time their jet lighters were ready 
to take the air; the only areas in which· they could give 
them •• operational • tes'ts • were swept by our· .fighters. 

• I ' • They had either _to test them m cornball or not at all. 
The· German j'et lighters were limited to a maximum 
endurance ·of a little' over an hour. Ours already had 
the endurance· to fly nonstop from San Franci~o to 
New York: 

t . f j • • • 

Another noteworthy example of German supe-
riority · was in the heavy tank. From tbe • summer of 
1943 to the spring of 1945 the German Tiger and 
Panther· tanks outmatcheJ our Sherman tanks- in direct 
combat. This stemmed largely from different con-' 
cepts of armored warfare held by us and the Germans, 
and the radical difference ip our approach to the battle. 
field. Our tanks had to .be shipped thousands of miles 
overseas and landed on hosti.le shores amphibiously. 
They had to be able to c.ross innumerable rivers on tem­
porary bridges, since when we attacked we sought to 
destroy the permanent bridges behind the enemy lines 
from the air. , Those that our planes missed were de­
stroyed by the enemy when he retreated. Therefore our 
tanks could not well be of the hea\1y type. We designed 
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our armor as a weapon of exploitation. In other words, 
we desired to use our tanks in long-range thrusts deep 
into the enemy's rear where they could chew t.lp his 
supply installations and communications. This re­
quired great endurance-low cons-umption of gasoline 
and ability to move great distances without_ break-down. 

But while that was · the tnost i)rofitable use 
of the tank, it became unavoidable in stagnant pre­
p~ed-line fighting to escape tank-to-tank battles. In 
this combat, our medium tank was at a disadvantage, 
when forced into a head-on engagement with the Ger­
man heavies. Early in 1944 it was decided that a heavy 
American tank, on which our Ordna~ce experts had 
~een continuously experimenting since before the war, 
must be put into mass production. As a result the 
M-26 (Pershing) tank began to reach the battle lines 
last winter. This tank was equal in direct combat to· 
any the Germans had and still enjoyed a great advan-

- tage in lighter weight (43 t<.ms), speed, and endurance. 
At the same time work was be·gun on two new 
models, the T-29 and T-30, ~hich weighed 64 tons, 
one mounting a high-velocity 105-mm .r:ifle, the· other a 
155-mm rifle. _ • • 

Following the· fierce figh.ting in North Afri~a and 
in the Papuan campaign in New Guinea, it became clear 
that our lack of preparedn~ss and research -in milita;y 
instruments during peacetime would have to be over­
come by extreme measures. Accordingly, in. the late 
spring ·of 1943 I selected an expe~t ordnance officer, 
Col. William A. Borden, and .directed him to work 
under me independently of normal War Department 
channels in the developinent and modification of 
weapons a~d improved techniques. His first efforts 
were ·devoted to increasing the effectiveness of our 
weapons against the Japanese in jungle .fighting. As a 
result, the 105-mm and 155-mm morta'rs, flame· throw­
ers, ground rockets, improved l~un~hing' devices; skid 
pans for towing heavy artillery in . mud, improved 
bazooka ammunition, and colored smoke grenades 
were_. developed and th~ production and shipment to 
the theaters were expedited. • ••• • 1 i' • . • 

Later the Secretary of War decided to establish a 
division of the War Dep;utment Special Staff to be 
ch~ged with coordinating the e~perience of our troops 
in the field with the Nation's scientific developments .. ) 

in order to keep us abreast in the race for newer and 
more deadly means for waging war. The New De­
v;elopments Division was . organized by Maj. Gen. 
Stephen G. Henry in October 1943.:. Officers were sent 
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to the theaters to observe troops in combat to search f~r 
ways in which to apply our civilian scientific knowledge 
to the problems of the battlefield. They then returned 
and coordinated and expedited ~xperimentation ~ith 
new types of weapons and equipment by the app~opnatc 
Army Service Forces agency. When some item was 
developed it was taken to the 'cheaters for trial and ~ 
successful put into production. Some examples: flam~­
throwing tanks, air rockets, improved ground rockets, 
self-propelled heavy a~tillery and electr~:mic de~ices for 
locating enemy mortar and gun· positions. 

In addition, die New Developments Division 
studied and· interpreted the intelligence available on 
new en.emy weapons, particularly the proposc;d target11 
for air bombardment of the V-x launching sites and 
suppiy channels to them. The air reduction for these 
sites so seriously interfered ·with the effectiveness· of 
the V-1 that its threat to the invasion of France; never 
materialized. 

In August 1944 Brig. Gen. Borden succeeded Gen­
erai f!enry as Chief of the. New Develop~ents Division 
when the latter officer · was appointed Chief of the Per­
sonnel Division of the War Department. General Staff. 
Sp~cial empha~is was then placed on the development 
of guided missiles, heavy tanks, recoilless artillery, 
rockets,' radar, and night viewing devices, a~ well as 
expediting the production and shipment overseas of im­
proved types of many of our new weapons or devices. 

In most respects, our battle clothing was as good as 
can be supplied to any soldier of any country. The 
"layering" principle saves the greatest possible. protec­
tion, and at the same time the greatest freedom of 
~ovement. The rubber-bottomed, leather-topped 
shoepac, worn with heavy ski socks and a felt inner­
sole, overcame the heavy incidence of trench foot 
among our troops fighting i~ cold and ext~emely wet 
climates. No clothing has ever been invented that will 
make the exposure men must endure in combat pleas­
ant. I~ has been possible only to develop sufficient 
protection t~ rrevent large-scale casualties from such 
exposure. 1 lus we accomplished both • E tn urope· 
and in the battlefields of the East The p • . I di.ffi . . . . . • nnc1pa _ 
culty m meetmg this problem was contr l f h • • . o o t e waste-
ful habits of our men in their use a -d • f . . n misuse o the 
clothmg and eq111pment issued. • • • 

The American Army was unque..: • bl b f. . . s~,ona . y etter ed 
than any m history. However feed' . • b . . ' mg m com at can 
never be hke that m garrison or ca t . n onment, nor . re-
motely like home cooking. • Field r r· . b a tons must . e non~ 
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peri~hable, compact, and easily carried by the individual . 
s?l~ier. The problem of providing troops with appe­
tizi~g food has plagued armies down through the cen-· 
t~nes. The development of field rations for the United 
States Arm • h" 1 Y m t 1s war was a most revolutionary. 
The combat rations "C" an· d "K" • were given a 
range of variety that combat troops would not have 
~reamed of a few years ago. The "C" ration, the suh­
Je_ct of much amusing criticism, was supplied with 10 

d1ff erent meat components: meat and beans; meat and 
vegetable stew; meat and spaghetti; ham, eggs, and 
potatoes; meat and noodles; meat and rice; frankfurters 
and beans; pork and beans; ham and lima beans; and 
chicken and vegetables. These were rations that could 
be made available to men actually under heavy fire ... 
Where there was more time for the preparation of food, 
troops were given the " io-in-1" ration which contains ' 
canned vegetables and fruits, canned desserts, chocolates 
and other candies, roast beef, roast p~rk and similar: 
meat components, even canned hapiburgers: When 
troops in the field were· not under fire, they were fe? the • 
"B" ration which offered a wide sele~tion considering'· 
the circums~ces. Since under conditio:Os where the 
"B" rati?n was fed, ther_e were usually few, if any, fadl- ' 
ities for refrige.ration and preserving foods, this ration • 
was composed of canned vegetables, meats, fruits: and : 
dehydrated potat~ and eggs an4 similar items. · Jt 
certainly did not compare with the fresh eggs and meats · 
and vegetables common to the American family tabl~, . 
but it was a vast improvement over past issues ·of cam-: 
paign rations. In the rear areas where food could be. : 
shipped quickly and preserved u,nder refrigeration, the 
"A" ;ation was fed. This is as good, food as can be 
se~ed large numbers of men. Compared 'Yith these 
American Army rations was the Japanese ration of 1% 
pounds of rice ·and small quantities of meat or fish a 
day._ The Japanese soldier,_however, thrived .on ~is 
diet because he had been accustomed -to little more at 
home. .. 

In major ground c~paigns to destroy the enemy's : 
forces and end his resistance, such as we fought in North 
Africa Italy, France, and Germany, one of the basic 

:, nd • 
factors in the final decision is the armament a equip-. 
ment of the infantry divisions and the manner in which 
they, are empJoyed. A nati~n with the . belligerent 

· tradition of Germany, concentrating its resources on a : 
powerful army and enjoying every- initial . advantage • 

. from years' of preparation for war, should have the upper 
hand in many if not all of the basic inf~try weapons. 

• In two of thes~ basic ite~s -th~ German ~my held 
an advantage almost to the end of the war. The first 
was· the triple-threat 88-mm ti6e which our ttoops first 
encount~red in North Africa. Ev~p ~t that time the 
U. S. Army had a similar weapon, the go-mm riOe, wmi 
greater penetrating powet but the Germans had theirs 
on the battlefields and m qufutity, with die <l&ugs'' 
worked out iii previous battle experience over a period 
of years: The United States forces "did not .have the 
90-mm in quantify at the time and were compelled to 
work out its sh?rtcomings ~ -_opposjtfo_n to a prQv~n 
weapon. 

As a result the 88 was a ~werful German weapon, 
ahead of ours m quantity and technique a1~o-st to the 

. 1 

end of the war. In ,pie Spanish Civil War the Ger-
mans were' careful to. conceal the role• Qf the 88 a$ an 
antitank ~nd an.tipersonnel ,;_,eap~:m, revealing. it only 
as an antiaircraft p,iece. When we first enfuuntcred 
it, it

1 

was serving ·a11 three purposd with dcad,Iy eff,;ct. 
A single 88 ·could _fire several rounds of arm~r-piercing. 
shells at our tanks, then • $Uddeoly begin firing- air:­
bursting fra~entati~n shells at our infantry following 
their tanks, and a few minutes latu.1:hrow up an anti­
airc;aft fire at plan~ supporting ili,e grounsl operation. 
The '~mm rifle ha<{ ~o su~h flexibility. It could not 
he • depresse'a iow • enough, for effective antitink fue:-
0~ 'technigu~ of handling the gun had not been suffi-' 
ciently d~v~lop~d ~o ·.that interchangeable 'ammunition 

. was ·available to the gun wheii it was needed~ ap.d we 
. . . ' ' . . ' 

did not have ilie numbers of the weapons the Germans 
had.· . . . • ' . . . \ ' . . ~ 

. A. second marked German advantag,; during most 
• " • I • • • • - ,· • 

of the European war was in powder. German ammu-
nitio~ was charged with smokeless, flashless po'Yder· 
which in both night md day fighting helped the enemy 
tremendo~sly· in concealing his fire po.s1~ions .• United 
States riflemen; machine gunne{s,, and gunners o{ all 
types hacl t~ expo~ tlieir positions with telltale muzzle 
flashes or plills of p_owd~r . ~~oke_.. . German prepara-. 

. tions had given them time to dcv~lo~ ~is high-grade. 
powder and ~anufac;ture tremendous quantities of it. 
They had it there ~nd they used i~ These facts should 
be considered along with our pol~cy regarding the man: 
ufacture ~f explosive~ after the last war and the scien- . 
tific development ~at should or wowd ·have followed 
in the plants of the great commercial manufacturers 
had they not been sub}ected to bitter attack as "Mer-
chants of death." ' • • • 

Careful planning and husbanc:lry of • the ~my's 
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·'leager peacetime resources and the nature of this Na­
♦ion' s machine economy gave the American armies in 
€u-rope two good advantages over the GerQ.1an enemy. 
Jne of ours was the Garand semi-automatic rifle, which 
.1e Germans were never able to duplicate. It is inter­
iting to trace the planning and decisions that gave us 

·\e Garand .rifle and the tremendous small arms fue 
,..,ower that went with it, noting especially that the 
Mar Department program for the Garand was sttenu:. 
, .isly opposed. · • • • • 

The base of fire_ of a ~iflc platoon .is its automatic 
·•eapons. The riflemen ~once~uate their fire on the 

:'Ilpact area blocked out by the automatics. The base 
of fire of a United States riff.e squad in this war has 
..,een its Browning automatic rifle. Prior to the war 
.1e Army had several hundred thousand of . these 
·capons in war reserve. The developments of the war 

• '1dicated it might be well to replace the automatic ;i.Ae 
_with another type of small automatic weapon, but if 

Ne had, we would have jammed production facilitie~, • 
eplacing a type ~f weapon already in ·stock. Instead,' 
: was decided to modify thc..automatic rifle· and devote 

"'roduction to the Garand rifle. . '. • · • • ' 
• The Germans, on the' other· hand; shifted theh- • 

,:ille squad automatic • weapon to a new type: of light:·. 
..J1achinc gun. developed just bef~re the war. Theii.-_ 
.:andard tiBe at the en.d of the war was still bolt--oper'~ _' . 
ted. They nad produced a fc~ semi-automatic rifles 

fiut they were n~ver effective and did n;t reach the bat-
• idield in numbers. In their efforts to improve the 
. .irepower of their infantry, the Germans then beat us 
> quantity production of the· machine pistol, which 
vc did not have in large number~ on the battlefields 
until well near the end of the European war. Our 
.. uperiority in infantry firepower, stemming from ihe 
.Jse of the semi-automatic rifle,' was never overcome. · 

Tlic greatest advantage in equipment th~ United 
~rates h'aS c~joyec! on the; ground .in 'the fighting so far 
nas lea\ m our.multiple:.drive motor equipment, princi­
r1all, the jeep and the 2½-ton truclc. These arc the ' 
1sn:umenu which have moved and supplied United 

~taw troops in batde wliilc the German Army, despite 
t.he fearful reputation of its "panzer armies" early in the' 
~ mli depehd~d heavily on animal transport for its 
egula, infantry, di\lisions. The United States, profit-

• "lg trom die mass procluc:tlon achievements of its 
!lutometiv~ indus~y, made' all its forces truck-drawn 
d.Dci &a.cl cnougll uuw le(t over to supply the British, 
.rmics wit! large numbe.r 0£ motor vehicles and send 
rcmcndpus q~an~tics to the Red Army,. 1 . • 

A _ _______ _ 

The advantage of motor vehicle transport did not 
become . strikingly clear u~til we had reached the 
beaches of Normandy. The truck had difficulty in the 
mountains of Tunisia . and Italy, but once ashore . in 
France our divisions had mobility that completely out.; 

classed ~he enemy. The· Germans discover~d too late 
the error of the doctrine which a member of their gen­
eral staff expressed to General Wedemeyer, then in 
Berlin, in the late thirties: "The truck has no place on 
the battlefield." He meant by this that an unarmored 
vehicle was too vulnerable to be brought within imme-
diate fire areas. • 

The appearance of an unusually effective enemy 
weapon, or of a particularly attractive item of enemy 
equipmeht usually provoked animated public discus­
sion in this co·u'ntry, especially when stimulated by 
criticism of the.Army's supposed failures to provide the 
best. Such incidents posed a very difficult problem for 
the War Dep~tment. -In the first place,.the morale of 
th~ fighting 'man is. a 1:'l~tter of primary importance. 
To d~troy his confidence in his weapons or in the higher · 
command is the_ constant and 'intense desire of the en­
emy: The American soldier has a very active imagi­
nation and usually, at least for the time being, covets 
anything new and is inclined to endow the c;leath-deal­
ing weapons of the enemy with exuaordinary qualities 
since any weapon seems much more formidable to the 
man receiving its fue than to the man delivering it . 
If given slight encouragement, the reaction can be fatal 
to the success of our forces. Comm~ders must always 
make every effort to show· their men how. to make bet­
ter, more effective use of what they, have. The tech­
nique of handling a weapon can often be 'made more 
devastating than the power of the weapon itself. This 
was best illustrated by the correct, the intended, tactical 
employment of the United States medium tank. 

Another factor involved is 'the advantage given to 
the enemy by informing him which of his weapons ·is 
hurting us most. And along with this goes the similar 
embarrassment of not wishing to disclose to the enemy 
the s~ate of the measures you are most certainly taking 
to correct a~y demonstrated weakness in a particular 
weapon or m armament generally. If a machine gun 
is found to ja~ ~er one or two bursts or at high alti­
tudes you don t give the enemy this importa t · f . . . n m or-
mauon: Nor do you wish to sacrifice surprise b d · 
• h" • d ya vis-
mg un m a vance of the improved w,.apo t • . • '" n ocome 
or actually m process of deployment. , . . . . . -
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In some of the public discussions of such matters, 
-.. iticism was leveled at the Ordnance Department for 
t\Ot producing better weapons. This D~partment pro­
.. uced with rare efficiency what it _was told to produce, 
_ • .td these instructions came from the General Staff of 

hich I am the responsible head, transmitting the rc­
'lved views of the officers with the combat troops or 
:r forces, of the commanders in the.field .. 

In the other categories of weapons and equipment 
nf the infantry divisions, machine guns, mortars, artil­
.cry, individual equipment, the United States and the 
..,erman armies were so nearly equal that neither had 
.1y marked advantage. The German infantry rocket, 
\ e . Panzerfaust, had greater hitting power than the 

YTnited States bazooka which had been developed first. 
We believe that our use of massed heavy artillery .fire 
.vas far more effective than the German techniques a~d 
Jearly outclassed the Japanese. Though our heavy 
rtillery from the 105-mm up was generally matched by 
he Germans, our method of ·employment 'of these_ 

"<\'capons has been one of the decisive factors of our 
~ound campaigns throughout the world. ; · , . 

In the field of aircraft armament, United· States 
JJ.ateriel was excellent. The .50<aliber aircraft machine 
J'\IJl was one of the most reliable weapons of the war. 
,:-he latest version of this gun had a cyclic rate of 1,200 

-ounds a minute. The German 30-mm aircraft cannon 
had as an American counterpart a 37-mm aircraft can­
.ion. The newest version· of this United States weapon 
uad a velocity of 3,000 foot-seconds. The Japanese pri­
narily used a 37~mm gun built on obsolete design prin­
-iples. The 75-mm aircraft cannon which· some United 
States planes carry was a heavier gun than any other air 
.corce has ever mounted. • • 

American bombs and the newest fusing and con­
rol devices which guide them to their targets had no 
1ounterpart. United States heavy military equipment 
.,uch as tractors, earth-moving machinery, railroads and 
rolling stock, bridging equipment, and similar items 
.. tood the test of battle splendidly. 

Radar equipment developed by the United States 
md Britain was superior to the electronics devices 
of either Germany or Japan. Our radar instruments, 
for example, which tracked aircraft in flight and di­
.tccted the fire of antiaircraft guns was more accurate 
.han any possessed by the enemy. American radar de- • 
.,cction equipment, which picked up planes in the air 
and ships at sea~ had gre~ter range than' the German. 
Japanese radar was greatly inferior. 

Great emphasis was placed on airborne radar 
by the United States and British and the we of this 
de~ice was a very important factor in the control of the 
submarine menace; • Close • personal supervision over 
tlus War Department' progra~ was exercised by the 
&cretary of· War. Radar bombsights together: with 
radio navigational aids permitted accurate bomb­
ing of German and_ Japanese targets under adverse • 
weather conditions. • • • 

In the field of amphibious assault craft, the United 
States and Great Britain made great progress. This 
resulted from the fact that in every major campaign 
we waged • in 'this . war, we had to cross water 
and attack . enct1_1y-held positions. There was nothing 
anywhere which compared or even resembled our 
big landing ships. with riJmp prows and the dozens 
of other type craft which have put our armies 
ashore from North Africa to Okinawa. The initial 
development of these special types was stimulated by 
Lord Louis Mountbatten · ~d the' staff of the special 
British Commando forces under his direction. 

• • • Not only did the· Nation's industrial establishinent 
c-quip our Army, but it also contributed heavily to the 
hitting power of the other United Nations. The 
allocation of military lend-lease materiel to the Amed 
Powers exceeded a dollar value of 20 billions. A 
United States armored division can be fully equipped 
for 34 ·millions. The equipment of an infantr-y divi­
sion represents a dollar expenditure of 10 miJlions. 
Translated into these terms; the dollar value of the 
arms alone turned over to our Allies would equip 
588 armored divisions, or 2,000 infantry divisions. 

To the British Empire went enough ai~cra~t t~ 
equip four air forces the size of our Ninth as it went 
into action on D-day in Western Europe. At that time 
.the Ninth was the largest air force in the world._ Amer­
ican raw materials made p~ssible a large percentage of 
Britain's own war production. But in addition fully 
fabricated equipment shipped to Britain in the last two 
years included 76,737 jeeps, g8,2.<Y7 trucks, 12,43~ tanks, 
and 1,031 pieces of heavy artillery. • 

The Soviet Union received thousands of tons of 
American raw materials to feed its own factories as 
well as fully fabricated equipment. In the two years 
cove.red by this report we shipped the Soviets 28,356 
jeeps, 218,888 trucks, 4,177 tanks, and 252 pieces of 
heavy artillery. The mobility and suppiy of the great 
Red Army was further increased by American loco­
motives, rails, and rolling stock. Aircraft sufficient to 
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eqmp two arr forces the size of the Ninth were 
sent to the Soviets. 

I 

Almost all of the equipment used by the revitaliz~d 
French Army, which had r2 fully equipped divisions 
in action at the time of Germany's surrender-, came 
from the United States. The French tactical air force 
which largely covered the operations of this army was 
also American-equipped. -. ,· . . , • . 

The amount of aid that could be give~ to C~a 
was curtailed by the limitations of the air route over 
the high altitudes and storms of the Himalayan Moun­
tains. The Chinese divisions and supporting troops 
which played a major part in the opening of the Stilwell 
.road were American trained and equipped. The Chi­
nese armies which successfully stopped the Japanese ad­
vance short of Chungking and Kunming had some 
American equipment. Total aid to China now exceeds 
$500,000,000, and to this should be added the trem~n­
dous expenditures in war resources, planes, a~d facili­
ties required in Indi~ and Bl!rma i~. order to transpo~t 
the material into China . . :. 1, •• , , _.,_ :-:,., - , ,, i.:; 1 

In .return for lend-lease arms and materiel, United 

.·;, .. . i , ; 
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States forces fighting over the ~grld rcctivcd reciprocal 
aid known as reverse lentUc:.a~ frQJD. those Allies in a 
position to give it-i . By the end 0€ T.9'44 rccipr()(a} aid 
had reached a dollar vahrc of 4 billi9ns. lt consisted 
largeiy of housing fadlitics, b.ase intt-allAtions, and food­
stuffs .. 

1

,During the ~dod of the b~d-up fer ~c, Euro­
pean .invasion, United $tares .forces m the Br1ush Isles 
received the equjvalent of one .ship!oad of equjpment, 
food, and materiel for e:YerJ two shipped them from 
the Unit~d States. . .. 

1 
. • • • 

• RatiQns of our troo'ps·in the Upited Kingdom w~rc 
supple~eoted by :436,000,epp pounds of foodstulf s, prin­
cipally fre1h fruits ~nd vegetabl~_, gr~wn in Britain, and 
tea and cocoa and other products .imported from the 
Emgire._ :_For our forces in . the P.-acific and Asia, Aus­
tralia supplied 1,835,000,000 pounds of foodstuffs; New 
~ala~d~ Soo,000,000 pounds; and India, ™,000,000... A 
large percentage of our base -construction in Australia, 
New Zealand, and Iµ_dia was done under re:v'e.l"se lend­
-lease.·;. From th.e Brjtisli i:.c.fineries at .Abadan, .in the: 
.Persjan, Gulf, oui: .f orce_s received 259,000,000 gallons of 
• aviation fuel. • : • - • , 

--,-;1, .... 



THE TROOPS 
.. ' 

' ' 

I ., 

Man poWer. -.·.Balance _.- • 
' . ' ' 

The process of mobilization for this war r~ached its techniqu~ to secure victory' at the smailest cost in 
peak and immediately started to decline with the lives of our men. These various' efforts demanded 
surrender of Germany. • In the summer of 1943 the large numbers of men and' women, and necessitated 
firm decision was reached to build up the Army to their allocation among the· various programs with 
an effective strength of 7,700,000 enlisted men be;- · exceeding care, · so that the .right' numbers of ·men 
lieved necessary to meet our strategic commi.trnents. would be doing the most important things at the most 

At the close of the European war the operating important time. The mere statement of this require- . 
strength of the Army plus ineffectives was approxi- ment fails to indicate the e~ceeding difficulty involv~d 
mately 8,300,000. The ineffectives_ consisted of 500,000 in its application to the special claims of each industry 
men undergoing hospitalization, including 100,000 in and the demands of each theater commander. · To re-
the process of being discharged because they were no solve the conflicting requirements posed a most difficult 
longer fit for either active or limited service, and problem for a democracy at war. • ·' • • • • • ' 

·, 

100,000 en route overseas as replacements, in all total- • It was estimated that the absolute ceiling on the 
ing approximately 6oo,ooo men. : number of American men physically fit for active war 

This spring, as it became evident that victory in service lay between 15 and 16 million. The require-
Europe was dose at hand, a new strength ceiling of ments of the naval and merchant shipping program 
6,¢8,ooo officers and men was• set, based on the re- had to be given a high order of priority. The Army 
quirements of war in the Pacific only. It then became decided to establish. its strength ceiling at 7,700,000. 
possible to proceed immediately with the demobiliza-• B½fore we could bring the enemy to battle we had 
tion of those individuals who were most entitled to to secure our lines of communication and build our 
discharge. training and service installations. Within this total 

The technique for the mobilization of America~ strength of the Army the minimum requirements of 
manpower ~ this war was unique . . The special the Service Forces were set at 1,751,000. It was de-
nature of the war introduced many new factors. . cided at the outset that the first offensive blows we 

. Perhaps greater than any other single advantage of the could deliver upon· the enemy would be tlu-ough th~ 
United Nations was the productive capacity of Ameri- air, and anticipated that the heavier and more eflec-
can industry. It was therefore necessary not to cut tiv~· our air assault, the sooner the enemy's capacity 
too deeply into the manpower of the Nation in · the to resist would be destroyed. So the Air Forces were 
process of acquirmg the men urgently needed by the authorized to bring their strength • to 2,340,000 men 
Army and the Navy. We had the problems of arm- and were given the highest priority for the best quali-
ing both ourselves and the Allied Nations while, at fied both phy-sically and by educational and technical 
the same time, we created huge armed forces neces- ability of the military manpower pool. . . 
sary to the successful prosecution of the war. Fur- Each theater of operations had requirements for 
theirmore, our lines of communication were to be ex- men over and above those allocated for its armies, air 
tended entirely around the world, requiring large forces, and service installations. The 'troop basis al-
forces of men to work them and absorbing even lowed 423,000 men for these troops wµich would be 
larger forces in transit over the thousands of miles directly attached to theater headquarters and major 
to and fro without pr9.6.t to the military enterprise. command installations throughout the world. • 

Fighting across the oceans, we needed a very This left the Ground Forces with a maximum of 
powerful Navy and a large merchant fleet to trans- 3,186,000 men within the .limitations of the 7,700,ooo 
port and maintain our armies and to carry muni- . effective trO(!p strength. Yet when we entered the: 
tions to our Allies. At the same time, it was our war it was almost impossible to compute accurately 
pwpose to exploit every possible scientific device and . how many ground combat troops we would need to 

., . 



win. The precise results to be attained by modern 
aerial warfare could only be an educated guess. 

It was known that we would take our heaviest 
casualities both from gunfire and disease on the 
ground where men must fight on the most intimate 
terms with the enemy. We had to estimate accurately 
the strength and the quality of the ground forces 
with which the enemy nations could oppose us, and 
we also had to estimate with a reasonable degree of 
accuracy the forces_ the, Allied N~tions could put into 
the battle. Fr~m 7 December 1941, until after Stalin­
grad and El Alamein, it was almost impossible to 
forecast what would be the results of the seesawing 
groun~ battles raging · in Eastern Europe and . North 
Africa. In addition, the decisions as . to the relative 
strength of our various combat arms were limited by 
the capacity of our training establishment, which was 

which .. the over-all ~~tc.;. ~~e sufficiently Ml 
to permit more precise planning. This amounted t 
a reducion of .548,~ men. The projected ~umber < 
divisions was reduced to go, including three special Cl 

•. ·"light". divisions that were being trained for _j~gl 
and ·mountain warfare. Later the 2d Cavalry D1v1s101 
then in , North ·Africa, was inactivated to. provul 
urgently required senice , troops . to support the all1 

phibious landing in southern France. • At the sam 
time the. Air Forces mobilization was fixed a~ ZJ. 

then in process· of being expanded. , ~ , : 
With all these unknown guan~ties, in ·early 1942 , 

we established a troop basis. of_ 3,000,000 meri which 
would permit the organization of 71, divisions: 59 in~ 
fantry (including 18 National Guard), 10 • armored, 
and two cavalry. This force was the largest we th~n: 
had the ability to train, equip, and provide a nucleus 
of trained officers ·and non~ommissioii~d office~s. 1 In 
mid-1942, when the original build:up .~ : the .:United 
Kingdom for tht: invasion of Fran~e _ an~. _the ~orth, 
African opercltion began to take shape, we t.ound w,e • 
needed more and still more service • troops. : The d~ 
ma~d was insatiable. The over-all strength of _. the: 
Army by the end of the year had increased to 5,397,-
674 men. • Throughout 1942, however, the planners 
were at work estimating the requirements for 1943 
which we believed would carry the Army to its peak 
of mobilization and would give us the necessary 
strength to force a victorious decision. The projection 
was 8,248,000 officers and men. At firs~ it was esti­
mated this would provide th~ Arrpy with 105 divi­
sions. Later it became· evident that the men for only 
100 divisions could be found within this strength. By 
the middle of 1943 we determined that this projected 
mobilization might impose too great a strain on the 
Nation's manpower, if all of the ambitious efforts 
planned for the global war were to remain in balanc.e. 
Fortunately for our dilemma, Stalingr~d was now 
past history and the great Soviet armies were showing 
a steadily increasing offensive power. The ·ceiling was 
therefore reduced to 7,700,000 shortly after the TRI­
DENT Conference in . Washington, the meeting at 

· combat grQups containing five very heavy bombardmcn 
(B-29's ao·a _µ's), · ¢ hmvy bombardment (Flyinf 
F ortresscs and Liberators), 26 mee:iium bombardment 
8 light bombardment, 87 ·fighter, 27 troop carr~er~ ~cl 
24 reconnaissance groups. ;, , ··, • ' ., :..,·-~- • •. • • 
. : On the face of it this appeared to ~ a criti~y 
small ground force for a nation as Jarge • as_ ours. 
Germany with a prewar population of ·So,000,000 was 
mqbilizing • 313 divisions. Japan was putting 120 in 
the field; ltaly 70; Hungary 23; Rumania 17; Bul­
garia. 18. , Among the major Allies, the Soviets had 
a. program for more than 550 divisiqns; the' British 
for in ore than 50; the Chinese more than 300, though 
.their.· divi~ional strength- was often .little more than 
r~gim.ental according to our method of computati(?n. 
We ·were, however, second of the Allies in the mo-: 
bilization of men and women for military service,. 
third am,ong all the belligerent nations; .• Tlie S~vict 
war effon was putting 22,0()0,000 men and women 
into the fight. By the time of their defeat, the Ger­
mans had mobilized· 17,000,000. . Our peak mobiliza­
tion for 'the military services was 14,000,000. • The' 
British Empire mobilized 12,000,000; China 6,000,000. 

•. · This war brought an estimated total of 93,000,-

000 men and women of the Axis ·and tJ nitcd Na­
tions into the conflict. And fortunately for us the· 
great weight ·of numbers .was on the side of the 
United Nations. Total Allied mobilization exceeded 
62,000,000; total enemy mobilization, 30,000,oc;>o. The 
figures show how heavily the United States was con­
centrating on aerial warfare, on the production and 
movement of arms for its own troops arid those of its 
Allies, and the meaning in terms of manpower • of 
waging war from 3,000 to 9,000 miles from our 
shores. . 

Our ground strength was, · for the size of our 
population, proportionately much smaller than that -
of the other belligerents. On the other hand it was, 
in effect, greater than a simple comparison of figures 



wou1d indicate, for we had set up a system ·of train­
ing individual replacements that \\'.ould maintain 8g 
divisions of ground troops ~nd 273 combat air groµps 
at full effective strength, enabling .these units to con-
• tinue in combat for protracted period_s. ln past wars 
it had been the accepted practice to organize as many 
divisions as manpower resources would permit, fight 
those divisions until casualties had reduced them to 
bare skeletons, then withdraw them from the line 
and rebuild them in a rear area. In 1918 the AEF 
was forced to reduce the strength of divisions and 
finally to disband newly arrived divisions in France 
in order . to maintain the already limited strength of 
those engaged in battle. The system we adopted for 
this · war involved a Bow of inclividual replacements . 
from training centers to the divisions so they _would 
be constantly at full . strength. The Air Forces estab­
lished a similar Aow to replace combat ~a~ualtics and 
provide relief qews. •. . . ,· .. 

. This system enabled ·us. to pursue· tremen.dou:r 
naval and shipping programs, the air bombardment 
programs and unprecedented, almost • unbelieyable, 
production and supply programs, and at the sapie 

·time· to gather the ~trength necessary to deliver the 
knock-out blows on the ground. Thee~ were .other. 
advantages. The more divisionJ an Atm, .com-. 
mander has under his ~ontrol, the more $1.lppofting • 
troops· he must maintain and th~~ greate11 ar,c _ his 
traffic and supply problems. H his divisinns are 
fewer in number but maintained at full strength, the. 
power for attack continues . while the logistical prob-
lems arc greatly simplified. • •'. . 

When we had planned the ~izc of the Army it 
had . been. impossible to forcscc all of the ways in 
which the circumstances of waging three-dimensional 
war over the w<i°rld would dr~in our manpower. It 
was clear that in this, as in all wars, men would fall 
victim to enemy action and disease; others wou!d be­
come ineffective because of sheer .nervous and physi­
cal weariness that comes after long months of active 
• participation in battle. But since the nature and 
technique of war, if not the fundamc~tals, arc ever .. 
changing, it is impossible to forecast casualties in one 
war f-rom the experience of past ones. Both the in­
tensity and the natu~~ of our casualties have varied 
from month to month throughout this war, dcpcnd­
_ing an the tcr~ain and climate in which ·our; forces 
we're fighting and . the quality; of enemy .resistance. 
Qnce. an error was disco.vercd it tequired months to 

• I! '· • ' • • ' • ' ' ' 

correct it because of the days and distances between 
the training camps in the United States and the battle 
fronts of the world. Yet • the necessity of estimating 
approximately a ye~r in advance the numbers of men 
that would be needed in the various elements of the 
Army and the total over-all strength required that 

. both the . casualty rates and the requirements for 
transportation, rest, - and rehabilitation be forecast 
accurately . . 

. Some of the forecasts were accurate; others were 
not. An exact forecast of the rate of ground force 
attrition had • to be tied directly to the effectiveness of 
such factors as aerial bombardment, artillery, enemy 
morale, cnemy':6ghting ability, and·a myriad others that 
defied long-range calculation. As the war progressed 
we learned,. by unceasing ·study of die experience we 
were ga_ining daily, what to expect in specific situations. 
But eveIJ, here these calculations could never be-made 
absolute. After the North African campaign, it seemed 
that we could reasonably expect heavy casualties in our 

• armQred units: So in preparation for the Sicilian oper# 
ation we built up a sizable backlog of tank drivers and 
crewmen and at the same time gear~d the training 
-progra~ in the United States to this expectation. 
•. But once ashore in Sicily our armor raced around 
the island. against feeble opposition and received few 
casualties. : Them we moved directly into the battle 
for Italy1s jagged terrain,• where armor was difficult . 
to employ, and found ourselves with a surplus of 
armor personnel and a critical shortage of infantry­
men for the job of clearing -a clever and stubborn 
enemy out of positions ideal for defense. , 

The final manpower crisis occurred during the 
prolonged and very heavy fighting in the fall of 1944 

and the winter of 1944-45, both in Europe and in the 
Philippines. However, our own tribulations of this 
nature were much less serious, it is believed, than 
those of our Allies and certainly of the German enemy, 

. whose divisions at times were reduced below 5,000. 
• lh. the Siegfried Line fighting prior to the final · 

advance to the Rhine, the weather was atrocious and 
most of the troops had been continuously engaged 
since the-landing in ·Normandy in June. The lack 
of port facilities prior to the opening ~f Antwerp to 
AJlied shipping made it impossible to maintain divi­
sions in . normal corps reserve and thus permit the r~ 
tation of units between the fighting line and comfort­
able billets in rear areas. Divisions for this purpose 
were available jn England and in northwestern 
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France, but the state -of the ·railroads and the Bow of 
supplies made it.impos~ible. to maintain them at the 
front. All this resulted in a great strain on the fight­
ing troops, and when a shortage in replacements was 
added, the situation grew very serious. It was just 
at this moment that the Germans launched their finaf' 
offensive effort in the Ardennes. 

This shortage in replacements at such a vital 
moment was th~ final effect of long-accumulating 
circumstances. The Army's manpower balance had 
been disturbed in the fall of 1943 by shortages in de­
liverie-s of inductees by the Selective Ser'fice- System, 
which amounted during one 3-month period to about 
100,000 men. A second factor was the miscalculation 
after North Africa that resulted in too many men 
being trained • for the armored forces, the artillery 
and special troops, and too few by far for the infan­
try. ·Another factor was our failure in the;: early 
phases of the war to compensate in the over-all • 
strength ceiling for the number of men who would 
be required to .fill. the lo~g overseas· pipelines and the 
time involved between the completion of the training 
of die individual in the United States and his final .. 
arrival in the division. Still another was the heavy • 
pressure brought to bear on the War' Department to 
hold down or reduce its demands· for manpower. It 
will be recalled that for more than a year a r,ather 
vigorous attack. was maintained against the War De: 
partment's estimates:" of manpower requirements. 
This limited our ability to get the men we needed 
when we needed them. ·: 

The Air Forces became involved in their own 
special type of imponderables. It was fouud that 
casualties suffered in the air had a serious reaction 

1 Army Ground Forces: 
Antiaircraft Atrillcry . , . : . . . .. .... : . . Fort Bliss, Tex. 
Armored . .. .. , ... .,, . . , . .. . . . .. . 1• Fort Knox, ·Ky. 
Cavalry . ..... ...... . .. .. : .. . ..... . Port Riley, Kans. 
Field Artillery . ....... ... . ......... Fort Bragg, N. C. 
Field Artillery, ... . . ... , ... . . . . ... . Fort Sill, Okla. 
Infantry . . . . . ..... . ....... . . .. , , . , . Camp Bla~ding, Fla. 
Jnfaniry . ... . , . .' ... , .. . . ...... .. . . , Camp Croft, S. C. 
Jnfan~y .......... , . . , .... , . ....... Camp Fannin, Tell, 
Infantry. , ...... , ... . .. , . . ... .... , . Camp Gordon, Ga. 
Infantry . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . Camp Hood, Tex. 
Infantry . .. . . , ... , .. . . ..... , . , . . . , . Camp Livingston, La. 
JnfantrY .... , , . ...... , . , . . . . . . . . . . . Camp Roliens, Calif. 
JnfanLry . .. .. .. .. ..... . .. . . , . . . . . . . . Camp Rucker, Ala. 
Infant,Y. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Camp Wheeler, Ga. 
Infantry . ...... , ... . .. . . , ... ... . .. Camp Wolters, Tex. 
Infantry . .. , ....... , ..... , ... , ..... Fon McClellan, Ala. 
JnfanLry Advanced , ... , , . . . , . . , . , . . Camp Howze, Tex, 
Infantry Advanced . .... ·, . , . , . , . . . . . Camp Mau)', Tex. 
lnfa.ntry Advanced. , . . . •. . . . . . . . . . . . Camp Robinson, Ark. 
Tank Desuoyer, .. .' .. , . . . . . , . . . . . . Camp Hood, Tex. 

on the fighting effectiveness unless they were re­
placed the· same day. Vacant chairs at mess had 
an unexpectedly depressing effect on the survivors of 
heavy fighting. The strain of frequent missions pro­
duced an unanticipateJ degree of fatigue· which re­
quired relief crews in addition to the normal comple­
ment. It was finally found necessary during the·period 
of the Eighth Air Force's heaviest fighti~g and losses 
to provide three combat cre~s per operating plane 
and to return the men to· the United States after 25 
missions. In the Mediterranean where the losses at 
this time were much lighter, 50 missions· could · be 
flown before the strain demanded the relief of the 
crews. 

For a considerable period in the southwest Pacific 
and in the Aleutian Islands, the. Air Forces carried 
an almost intolerable burden of · fighting and endur­
an~e. • The climate~ the isolation; the insufficiency of 
numbers in the face of Japanese opposition all com­
bined to. make necessary a heavy increase in replace­
ments. • 

• Another unknown factor was discovered in the 
tropical . regions. It was found that the ground serv­
ice crews had to work all night virtually every night 
in maintaining their planes, and were consequently 
exposed to 'the malaria) mosquito during her most 

•• active hours. These ·men suffered so much from over­
fatigue and the cumulative diect of heavy doses of 
a~abrine that their replacement tor recuperation be-

• came necessary long before the estimated period. 
• To i.mplement the replace-ment system we had 

established the Ground and Service Force Replace­
ment Training Centers.1 It required more than a year 
to train the many elements of a new division because 

A~m)' Service Forces: 

Adjutant General ... . . .... .. , . . . . . . . Camp Lcc, Va. 
.Chemical Warfare Service . . . . .. , . .. . . Camp Lee, Va. 
Eni:inecn . , .. . .. , . . . .. .. ... . . .. .. , Fort Bclvoir, Va. 
Engineers ... .. . . , , , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Camp Claiborne, La. 
Engineers .. . . ... ... . . .. . .. . . . .. . .. Fort Lewis, Wash. 
Engineers ... ... , .. . . . . , . . . .. .. . . . . Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. 

Finance, , . , . .. . .. . . , .. . .. . .. . .. .. . Foft Benjamin Harrison, Ind. 
Medical .... .. : , , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Camp Crowder, Mo, 
Mcdical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fort Lewis, Wash. 
Ordnance ... . •• . .. , . .. . , . . . . . . . . . . )\bcrdttn Proving Ground, Md. 
Ordnance . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . , . . . . Flora, Miss. 

Quartermaster Corps . ..... . . .. . ... .. Fon Francis E. Warren, Wro. 
Quartermaster Corps . ... .. .. ... . . . . . Camp~- Va. 
Signal , . , .... .. . , . . .. .. .. . . .... . . . Camp Cr~wdcr, Mo. 
Special Service . .. . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Camp Lee, Va. 
Transpnr'tation Corps . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . Camp Gordon Johnston, Fla. 
Transponation Corps, . .. .. ... ... . . .. Indiantown Gap, Pa. 
Transponaiion Corps . .. , . . . . . , . . . . . Camp Plauche, La. 
Traniportation Corps ... ,. , . . .. . .. . . Fort Francis E. Warren, Wyo. 

1 
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of the difficulties of teaching men and units the tcam­
wor~ so essential under the trying conditions of battle. 
~ut it was possible and practicable in a much shorter 
tune to train an individual soldier so that he was com­
petent to join a veteran team as a replacement where 
,the b~t~~ experienced soldier can quickly fit him into 
the div1510nal structure.. At the replacement training 
centers men were made ready to join the divisions and 
replace casualties in a concentrated training period of 
? weeks. At these training centers they wer~ given 
stx weeks of basic military training and. intense physi­
cal. conditioning. In the remaining period they ac­
:i_~ed competence in han~g the weapons with 
which they would fight or the equipmerlt'with which 
they would work and in learning the tactics of squads; 
platoons, companies, and battalions, the tactical units 
which actually engaged in combat. .. 1 .. • • 

• • • ' J • \ 1 

An infantryman, for example, became pr~ficieht 
in his primary w~pons and familiarized with the M1 
rifle, the carbine, the hand grenade, the rifle gren~de, 
the automatic ri8e, the .30 caliber medium machine 
gun, the 6o-mm mortar, and the two-man rocket 
launcher. These were the wca~ns thar ever., ilian,try 
rifleman might he called upon to use._ Not 9nly. _were 
men taugh • to handle their weapons with proficiency_ 
in the ttplaccment training centers, but they ' were 
taught to take care of f:bemsclvcs personally.,i.There 
was intensive instruction in personal sanitation, malaria • 
control, processing of contaminated water, ~ooking, 
and keeping dry in the open and all th<: other l~re 
that a good soldier must unde.rstand. But most iin­
portant, our replacements ~ae taught the tricks of 
survival in battle. As the Aimy acquired battle vet­
erans, both officers and enlisted men were returned to 
the United States f.or duty as instructors in the re­
placement training cent~s. These veterans, . who 
learned how to survive in a,mbat, passed on knowledge 
'".o new m.en and thereby increased both their e.ff ective­
ncss and the, chances of survival in their first ex­
perience in combat. The training of replacements was 
.made as realistic ~ possible to .manage in training. 
ProbJCIDS of street fighting, jungle fighting, tllld close 
combat were staged in r~listic fashion with live _ am­
munition, and men learned to crawl under supporting 
machine gun fire, to use grenades, and advance under 
live artillery barrages just as they must in battle. Al-, 
th~ this training cost us a few casualµes 1Jl this 
~~~ ~ is certain tllat for every casualty we took in 

' this manner, we saved the lives of many men in battle. . . . 

After the complctjon of their replacement ttain­
~g, m~n received a ~dough at home· before reporting 
to oversea replacement depots where their Jong j~mr­
ney to the fighting fronts began. In _the theaters of 
operations they again staged through rcpla~ment de­
pots which were established in the rear of each army 
group, army, and corps. When division commanders 
needed new men to replace casualties, they called on 
corps replacement depots and the men moved forward 
to the line. , , ,- .. , 1. , r • ; : 1 , , • •. -.,· ~- 1 

Where it was possible, the replacements were ab-1 

sorbed ~ the divisio!1 in it~ inactive vcriods, ~ in 
regiments in reserve positions, and each new man was 
teamed up . with a veteran so 'that he could learn to 

' · . ! · ' ' 
know his squadmates before he saw ac:tion. But when ' 
the ~attic was movipg at, 

1
a fa.st pace, replacements ;~ 

times had to join units engaged with the enemy. 
• • ✓ 

. By the spring of 1944, ~ most of µie shortcom-. • 
ings of the ,replacement ·system had become evident, 
the War Department· took vigorous corrective action.. 
A, ,direc~v~. was sent· to ev~ry theater requiring . the t 

establishment of retraining·cent~rs so that every maµ 
~ -the Army would . be put to his most efficient use. • 
: JII Since the early . critical days ·of the mobilization, I • 

th~_':service forces, . the Ground For~ training· com­
mands; ·and 'particularly the Air Forces had acquired 
great numbers of the best qualified of our men. • The •. 
shortage of physically q~lified men for infantry and. • 
artillery became apparent about midway in the: a~tiva- • 
tion of the new divisions. Late.r we started approach-' 
ing the bottom of the manpower bared, and it grew· 
increasingly difficult to get men physically fit for com­
bat out of the remaining civilian manpower pools. 
The' only w~y in which the battle line could be kept 
firm was with suitable men alr~ady in the Army. To do 
this we speeded up the training program and stripped 
the divisions training in this country of nearly 90,000 
infantrymen. At this same time the overseas divisions 
were returning increasing numbers of sick, wounde~ 
and injured men to the hospitals as the intensity of 
the fighting developed and sickness took its toll. It 
was our purpose to fill up the service units with these 
hospitalized men who still could serve their country 
but no longer could endure the extreme hardships of 
the fox holes, and to send forward fresh men to take 
their plac~, after a ncc~ssary period of retraining. . 

In the United States we resolved to move QUt all 
physically fit ·men from the service and training com­
mands and replace ·them wi~ men who bad been 
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wounded or weakened by disease and the hardships 
of the front, with men who had b.een overseas so long 
that they were entitled to return home under the rota­
tion policy, and where possible with civilians. 
. To re~uce the requirements for military personnel 
m the U mted States in order to send the maximum 
number of physically fit men overseas, expert personnel 
audit teams under the direction of the War Manpower 
Board headed by Major General Lorenzo D. Gasset 
were dispatched to every service and training command. 
General Gasser's teams achieved remarkable results. 

Through the economies effected by the personnel 
audit teams and the policies established by the War De­
partment Personnel Division, 143,000 combat-fit men in 
the Ground Forces training installations and units, such 
as antiaircraft DC? longer necessary because of our air 
superiority, were placed in retraining for use as infan­
try. The Air Forces gave up another 65,000; the Service 
Forces 25,000. From the defense commands 12,000 
men were extracted and at the same time the theaters 
produced 100,000 from their communication zones for 
the retrainihg program. 

To ass~t General Eisenhower in c~mbing ~ut 
able-bodied men from his Communications Zone and 
replacing them with battle casualties, Lt Gen. Ben 
Lear, who was then commanding the Army Ground 
Forces, was made Deputy Commander of the European 
Theater. This gave Eisenhower 'an outstanding gen­
eral officer who would devote his entire attention to this 
critical readjustment of personnel. 

To keep the over-all effective strength of the 
Army within the troop basis of 7,700,000, the call on 
Selective Service had been reduced from 16o,ooo a 
·month in early .1944 to 6o,ooo in the fall. But when 
the replacement crisis reached its peak in the winter,. 
there was no remaining alternative but again to call 
on Selective Service for more men. The call was in­
creased to 80,000 in February of this year and 100,000 
a month thereafter to the end of June. • 

No opportunity was overlooked to replace men 
with personnel of the Women's Army Corps, both in 
the United States and overseas. The WAC, now in its 
fourth year, presently has a strength of approximately 
100,000, including 61000 officers. Approximately 17,000 
arc on duty in the theaters. The Corps also contributed 
greatly to the critical shortage of hospital personnel by 
recruiting and training 100 general hospital companies 
to assist Army doctors and nurses in caring for the sick 
and wounded. Training of WAC personnel was con-
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solidated at Fort Des Moines in July with the closing of 
the center at Fort Oglethorpe, Ga. • 

Early in 1944 the Army imposed restrictions .on 
the movement overseas of combat replacements under 
the age of 19~ It was the policy to send no man 
under this age to the battle- lines so long as others 
were availabie. A few months later the policy wa~ 
stiffened to prevent the use of men under 19. in in-

. fantry and armored units under any circumstances. 
By fall the Army had exhausted these resources, yet 
the need for men in General Eisenhower', armies 
continued to grow more pressing. The· replacement . 
training centers were filled largely with men who bad 
been inducted when they reached the age of 18. It 
was a clear question of either relinquishing our ma:­
mentum in the ·battles of Europe or using troops of 
this age. Certainly there i$ no military reason for 
not doing so. Men of 18, 19, and 20 make our .finest 
soldiers. The excellent Marine divisions are made up 
largely of men of these age groups. They have stam­
ina and recuperativ~ power far beyond that of older 
meq and this physical superiority often determines the 
issue in heavy and prolonged .fighting. The only 
reason for not _using 18-year olds in combat was tlie 
expressed preference of a great many Americans who 
felt there were moral reasons for not exposing men 
so young to the g1eat risk of battle.' The Aimy made • • eYery effort to accede to these views, but • when it 
became a question of risking the victory or using men· 
who could make it possible., there was no alternative. 
A new policy was then adopted to supersede the use 
of men under 19 in combat as soon as Germany sur-· 
rendered and the terrific pressure on • our available 
manpower was • relieved. Congress in extending the 
S~lective Service Act in May 1945 imposed a formal 
requirement, that 18-year-olds have at least a total of six 
months of training before they were sent into battle. 

It is 'remarkable how exactly the mobilization plan 
fitted the requirements for victory. When Admiral 
Doeni_tz surr:~~e_red the _German Governmen_t, every 
American d1vmon was m the operational theaters. 
All but two had seen action; one had the mission 
of securing the vital installations in the Hawaiian 
Islands; the other was an airbdrne divisi.on in SHAEF 
Reserve. To give General Eisenhower the impetus 
for final destruction of the German armies of the 
west, two divisions, already earmarked for future opera­
tions in the Pacific, the 86t~ and 97th, were halted on 
the West Coast in February, rushed across the United 
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States and onto fast s_hips for Europe. When these 
troops left the New York Port of Embarkation there 
were no combat divisions remaining in the United States. 
The formed military forces of the nation . were com­
~letel y committed overseas to bring about our victory 
tn Europe and keep·sufficient pressure on Japan so that 
she could not dig in and stave off final defeat. 

The significance of these: facts should be carefully 

' I • I , • ,, t. f 

~ ' ', • . , . ··~: ! '~ 

considered. Even with two-thirds of the German 
Army engaged by Russia, it took every man the Nation 
saw tit to mobilize to do our part of the job in Europe 
and at the same time keep the Japanese enemy under 
control in the Pacific. What would have been the 
result had the Red Army been defeated and the British 
Islands invaded, we can only guess. The possibility is 
rather terrifying. 

' . 

.. l?rice. o·f ·Victory .... · ... · 
. , ... .. 1·J ' '. 

·o•:\ i · i ti '. 1: 

I I f ' f • • I. I • I • •• :· I'• 'J• \ -,_ 
Even with our , overwhelming cohcentration of air 
power and fire power, ~s war has been the m~st .~~stly., 
of any in which the: Nation has been engaged.: ·.The. 
victory in Europe aione cost us 772,626 battl~ 'ca~ualties • 
of which 16o,045 are dead. The price of victory in ~e. 
Pacific was 170,59'> including\1,.322 dead. '~ Army battle 
deaths since ']' December 1941 were gr~ater than the 
combined losses, Union and Confederate, of the Civil 
War. I present the following comparisons of the battle 
deaths we have suffered in all our wars so that there can· 
be ·no misunderstanding of the enoim~us co~t of this­
conBict, for which we were so completely unprepared: • 

• . . ,l , • I·.• , • • • 

• " • I Numb" JJJ . • , • At1rr111r h,111/r . 
montl,1 Totlll h,111~ d,atht PM 

dur121ion • dr111lu montl, 

~maA JteVolUtioD • : • • : • n • • • ~• • So ~ 1 I 4, 044 • 
War of 1812 .• . --~ ••• , • ., .... , ., •. 30 • ;i, 877 
Mc:aic:a.o War. .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. 20 1, 721 
Ci~I War fUniou Loua) ..•... .'. 48 • • 110,070 • 
~ril War ceo.nfcdcrarc i->., ., 41 . • -14. 524 
S~•Amuic:an .. ~ ......... ... : 4 345 

... , -- • 1· " • ~d wul .. • . ..... L· .. -. ... .. : 111 ' • • 50.,10 J I .,. 2, 658 

\Y~~Warll, ,•1~•••1•• .. •• .. qt•"' : 4-f f l ' , 201,3(i7 , 1 (• 4.576 

J t f • I 't 1 .._ ~ f 

Aimy camiltics in all th~crs from 7 Decem-
::_~.1~ 1p , X94·li until the end of the period of this report total 

inc1uding' ·201,367 Jlliled, • 570,783 wounded, 
~risoncrs, s6,86; missing; of the total wounded, 

' D rs, Of missing mdrc t1\ah 633.200 have returned .. 
auty, or have been evacuated to the United States; : 

T 

I · I • 'I 

• :::: The gre~t strat~gic bombardment strikes 01i Gcr--r .. 
many and the inauguration of the Mediterranean cam-
paign pushed our total casualty rate ·above 5,000 a 
month in 1943. In the .first five months of i:944 the in-

I c;casing tempo of the · air attack and the Bgh'ting in' 
Italy l;lrove our lasses,' killed, wounded, missing and 

• prisoners, to 13,700 men· a month. Once asl:.orc in 
W csterri Europe, the casualty rate leaped to 48,000 a 

month and increased to 81,000 by December. The 
average for the last seven months of the year was 59,000. 

• • 
1 Out in the Pacific the advance: on Japan cost 3,200 

men a month throughout 1944. In the .first seven 
months of this year the rate increased to 12,750 as we 
closed on the Japanese Islands. 

The heaviest losses have been on the ground w~ere 
the fighting never ceases nigh~ or day. Disregarding . 
their heavy losses to disease and exposure, the combat 
divisions have taken more than 81 percent of all our 
casualties. However, though the percentage of the to­
tal is small, the casualties among the combat air crews 
have been very severe. By the end of July the Army 
Air Forces had taken nearly 120,000 casualties. Of this 
total 36,6g8 had died. The air raids· over enemy terri­
tory gave Air Force casualties the heaviest ~eighting of 
permanency: · The · wounded of the Ground Forces 
drove their total casualties high, but with the excep­
tional medicai' •care the Army has had in this war, the 
wounded had good chances to reccv~r. • •• • • ' • • • 



The following break-down for the European The­
ater of Operations ( which does not include Italy) 
demonstrates where our casualties were taken: 

Auignm~n, 
N,m,l,a of Ptrant,1gt 
rnmaltitt of eamaltin 

Theater troops ... .. . .. . . ... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 094 
Army Rroup, :army and corps troops. . . . . . . . . . . 60, 998 
1nfontry divisions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . -392, 9go 
Armored divisions. .. .. . . ... ...... . . ....... ... 62,417 
Airbnrnc divisions ... .. . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ;i2, oo8 

• Tot:11 ~ombat division.s . .. .... ... ... . ... 477,415 
Total field forces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 539, 507 

Troops under air comman°ders ... . . ~. . . . . . . . . . 1, 699 
Strategic :air forces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37, 500 
Tactical air forces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6, 346 

:rot:al air forces... ..... ... .. .. . .. .. . .. 45,545 

. 18 
10.35 
66.69 
10. 60 

3.73 
81. 02 
91.55 

= 
, 29 

6. 36 
1.08 

7.73 

Communications zone troops. . . ... .. . .. .. .... . . 4, 217 . 7z 

Gr:ind tot1I..... ... . . . . .... . .. ...... . 589, 269 100. oo 

In the Army at large, the infantry comprises _only 
20.5 percent of total strength overseas, yet it has taken 
70 percent of th~ total casualties. Enemy fire is no 
respecter of rank in this war; 10.2 percent of the casu­
alties have been officers, a rate slightly higher than that 
for' enlisted men. • 

'· 
. The improvement of battle surgery and medical 

~re, on the other hand, reduced the rate of death 
from wounds to less than one-half the rate in World 
War. I, and permitted more than 58.8 percent of men 
wounded in this war to return to duty in the theaters 

of op~rations. . .,. . 
As staggering as our • casualties. have been, the 

enemy forces opposing us suffered many times more 
heavily; 1,592,6oo Germans, Italians, and Japanese troops 
were killed for the 201,3&; American soldiers who died. 
It is estimated that permanently disabled enemy total 
303,700. We captured and disarmed 8,150,447 enemy 

ttoops. 
The brtr.lk-<iown of German and ltaHan losses 

against Amerkan, British, and French forces in the war 

in Europe follows: 

Permanmtly 
BIAltle dead . di111Mtd Cap111r1:d Total 

Tunisia .. . .. . .. . . . 19,600 19,000 130, 0011 168, 600 

Sicily ... . .. .. . .. . .. 5, 00D 2,000 7,100 • 14,100 

Italy ... ... .. . , .. · • • • 86,ooo 15,000 357,089 458,089 

Western Front . , . ... 2.63, 000 49,000 7,614,794 1 ,. 926,794 

,' ,' Total. ..... ·: 373, 600 

' 
85,000 8, 1c8, 983' 8,567,583 

'Includes 3,404,949 diurmed cncn;iy forces. 
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The break-down of Japanese losses in the Eastern 
battlefronts, including China, since Pearl Harbor is as 
follows: 

Pt:rmanently 
Bafllt:drad di1ahltd Cap111red Total 

Suuthl·rn Pacific .... ... 684, (1()0 69,000 19,806 77~ 806 

Central Pacific ..... , .. . 273, 000 6,000 17,472 ':2.96, 4'72. 

I ndia-Dun113 . . .. .... , . . 128,000 38,000 3,097 169,097 

China .. .... . . . ... .. ' 126, 000 126,000 I, 059 253,059 
Akuti:,n, . . . . . ..... . . . 8,oou ,. 000 30 9,030 

Tot;I . . . . . . . . . . . I, 219, 000 240,000 41,464 1,500,464 

Constant efforts were made to ameliorate condi­
tions under . which American prisoners of war were 
held in Germany. The number of Americans taken 
prisoner by Germarw and her satellites in the European 
war reached a final total of approximately 98,000. Un­
til the • final stages of administrative disintegration 
bmught about by the success of our arms, it was possible 
to make our protests known and to secure some meas­
ure of relief for U niteq States personnel in enemy 
hands. Nevertheless, Germany consistently failed to 
respect its obligations to provide a proper scale of food 
and clothing for Allied prisoners. When our forces 
overran prisoner. camps, it was discovered that outra­
geous brutalities and atrocities had been inflicted upori 
Allied personnel. Every case is being investigated. 
The perpetrators will be punished. 

Every effort was made to better the situation of 
American prisoners of war in Japanese hands but they 
produced only limited results. Though the United 
States did secure from ~he Japanese Gover~ment an 
agreement to accept the Geneva Prisoners of War 
_Convention, to which Japan is not a party, in treat­
ment of American prisoners and civilian internees, 

• that Government • failed to observe its oblig~tions. 
With the cooperation of the Soviet Gov~rnment there 
was inaugurated in 1944 a service for transmission 0 £ 
mail and some supplies to prisoners of war and civilian 
internees in the Far_ East. Funds were made avail­
able, to the maximum extent permitted by the Japanese 
Government, for prisoners of war and civilian internees 
in Japan proper, China, Manchuria, and the Nether­
lands East Indies. The Japanese did n t . o agree to 
exchange sick and wounded prisoners of war, and our 
prisoners taken by the Japanese enemy . d . were recovere 
only as a result of successful military ope tt· N 1 . ra ons. ear y 
16,000 Amencans were taken prisoner in the fighting 
with Japan. 



Am!!rican tro.ops who have been prisoners of the 
!nem~ a~e returned to the United States, with the high­
~st pnonty next to that of sick and wounded and 
high-point personnel of the forward combat 'units 
who are being returned for discharge. Rehabilitation 
ueatment has been given them both overseas and in 
:he United States. Sixty days temporary duty at home 
:s granted each prisoner to permit him to rest and 
,:ecuperate. Exprisoners from the Philippines have 
been promoted one grade since their release. Oppor­
tunity also is being given to all prisoners r~covered in 
Europe to achieve the rank or grade which they pre­
sumably would have acquired but for the fact of cap­
ture. Many of these former prisoners of war are being 
discharged on the point system and other separation 
procedures. . 

. The remarkable reduction in the percentage of 
deaths from battle wounds is- one of the most direct 
and startling evidences of the great work of the Army 
medical service. In the last two years Army hospitals 
tteated 9,000,000 patients; another 2,000,000 -yvere 
treated in quarters ·and more than 80,000,000 cases 
passed through the dispensaries and received out­
patient tratment. This trememlous task was accom­
plished by 45JOOO Army. doctors .sisted by a like 
nUlnher of nurses and by, more than one-half million en­
listed men, including battalion-aid. men, whose courage 
and devotion to duty under. fire has been as great as 
that of the fighting men -they assisted. • • ! • • 

,. ©.ne of the great achievements of the Medical De­
partmcncr w.as the development of ·penicillin therapy 
which has already ~ved the lives of thous-ands. • Two 
yearSJ ago pencillin, because of an extraordinarily com­
plicated manufacturing, process, was so scarce:: ·the small 
amounts a¥ailable were priceless. Since then mass pro­
duction tahniqµes have been devdop_ed and the Army 
is now: using 2,000,000 ampoules a month. • '· 

Despite the fact that United States troops lived 
and £aught in some of the most disease-infested areas 
.of the world, me death'. rate from nonbattlc: caus~s • 
in the .Army- in the last: ·two year-s was approxi­
mately that of the corresponding age group in civil • 

, life-aoout 3 per 1,000 per. year. The greater ~xposur_c 
of uQDps w:as counterbalanced by the general un~un_1- • 

:lion from suc;:h diseases as typhoid, typhus, cholera, 
za db .• 1 

, teunus; s~lpox, and yellow fever,- an , o v1ous y, 
fj the 'fatt that men in the Army were: selected for . 

Y! . ' 
fficir physical fitness. • • . • . 

• The comparison of,the nonoattle death tate m th1~ 

and other wars is impressive. • During the Mexican 
War, IO percent of officers and enlisted men died each 
year of disease; the rate was reduced to 7.2 percent of 
Union troops in the Civil War; to 1.6 percent in the 
Spanish War and the Philippirte Insurrection; to 1.3 
percent in World War I; and to o.6 percent of the 
troops in this war. 

Insect-borne diseases had a great influence on 
the course of operations throughout • military history. 
Our campaigns on the remote Pacific Islands would 
have been far more difficult than they were except for 
the most rigid sanitary discipline and the development 
of highly effective insecticides and repellents. The 
most powerful weapon against disease-bearing lice, 
mosquitoes, flies; fleas, and other insects was a 
new chemical compound commonly known as DDT. 
In December 1943 and early 1944, a serious -typhus 
epidemic developed in Naples. The incidence had 

. reached 50 cases a day. DDT dusting stations were 
set up and by March more than a million and a quarter 
persons had been processed. through them. These 
measures and ·an extensive vaccination program brought 
the epidemic under control within a month. Shortly 
after the invasion of Saipan • an epidemic of dengue 
fever developed among the troops. After extensive 
aerial spraying of DDT in mosquito-breeding areas, 
the number of new cases a day fell more than 8o per- • 
cent in two weeks. The danger of scrub typhus in the 
Pacific Islands and in Burma and China was reduced 

. measurably by the impregnation of clothing with 
dimethyl phth~late. 

• The treatment of battle neurosis progressed stead­
ily so that between 40 and 6o percent of men "".ho 
broke down in battle returned to combat and another 
20 to 30 percent returned to limited duties. In the 
early stages of the War less than IO percent of these 
men were reclaimed for any duty. 

The. development of methods _of handling whole 
blood on the battlefield was a great contribution 
to battle surgery. Though very useful, plasma is not 
nearly as effective in combating ~hock and preparing 
wounded for surgery as whole blood. Blood banks 
were established in every theater and additional quan- 1 

ticies were shipped by air from the United States, _as _a 
result of che contribution of thousands of patnot1c 
Americans. An expendable refrigerator was developed 
to preserve blood in the advanced surgical stations for 
a period of usefulness of 21 days. 

So that no casualty is discharged from the Army un-
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til he has received full benefit of the finest hospital care 
this Nation can provide, the Medical Service has estab- . 
lished a reconditioning program. Its purpose is to 
restore to fullest possible physical and m~n'tal he·alth 
any soldier who has been wounded or fallen ill in the· 

h3ve· full opportunity t~ s_clcct any vocation~! training 
or recreational activity, or both, they may desire. Men, 
for example, who have be~n disabled by loss of arms 
or legs arc fitted with artificial limbs and taught _to use 
them skillfully in their former cjvilian occupation or, 
any new OI)e they may select. Extreme care fs taken to 
insure that m~n suffe'ring from mental and nervous 
disorders. resulting from combat are nQt returne~ . to 
civil life until they have been given every poss1bl~ 
treatment and regained their psychological bal~ce. • 

service of his country, • 1 • ' • • • 

To insure -that men are properly prepared for re­
turn to civilian life the Aimy ·established 25 speciai 
convalescent centers. At these centers men receive 
not only highly specialized medical tteatment, . but 
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It is impossible for the Natiop. to compen~~t~ ior th~. petccnt, }4edical' Pci-sonnel 6.o percent, and all other 1 

serYices of a-.fighting.man. There is no pay scale that . arms and sezyices,,14.7.percent. ,• 1 ,1; : .... ,. • 

is high enough to buy the services of a .single soldier . • -11•. 'Th~ War 'Department has designated 34 specific . 
durmg even a fevv minutes 0£.the ago,Qy Qf comb~t, the , campaigns · duringi'the course of this war. For par-. 
physical miseries qf the campai~, or of the extrcm~ , tfoipatipn in ~ach, of these campaigns a small stat of 
·pusonal. inconvenience of leaving Jiis, home to go out : . hi::qAze. metal is authorized to be worn on the theater ; 
to the ~ost unpleasant and dangerous spots on earth to . service ribbon; a star of silver metal to be worn in lieu : 
serve his Nation . . But so that our troops might know·· of five bronze stars.·, : A small bronze arrowhead • is ; 

award~d.for thos .. c ·who qiake combat p.aradiute,jumps 
that the Nation realizes· this simple truth, the · Army lid 

1 
d' . L . th 

. . .. or g er an mgs ,or wno arc m c assault wave of l 
made 1t a determined policy to decorate men promptly • h'b' .• I d' F . . _ 

1 
th h . , . • an;ip . 1 1ous an mgs. .. or : cxamp c,, c men w o 1 

for, arduous service and for acts of gallantry while they f h~ ·th th t d d th 1 f o· • • . fi ,__ ~ . . . •. . •. . , . oug ,. wi e Is , 3 , an 9 n antry 1v1s1ons i were guong • \ • .. ,, • ' .; • · " ·' • { ,.. · ' · 
•' _ . • . . _. . ; . , '\ \ . . .J • from the invasion of North Africa to the defeat of Ger~ q_ 

ExclusJYe of the Purple Heart, Whic~ a man re-- many arc entitled to wear the bronze assault arrow.:- : 
ceives·whcn he is wounded, o(ten J"ight at ilie forward.,,. head and eight bronze battle stars.. In addition to the ~ 
dressing station., the Army awar~ed 1,400,409 decora:;; • specific campaigns approved by th'c Wat Department . i 
tions for gallantry and meritorious service since we· : a thcl\tcr: commander may authorize additional bronz; 
entered the war. The Nation's highest award, the ,, stars for ·, antisubmarine, . ajr, ·: and . ,groUnd • ~ombat· 

. Congressional Medal of Honor, was made to 239·men, ; participation not inclu.ded within· these campaigns.1, :,, . 
• moie than 40 percent qf whom died in their . herojc · • Since my las~ rcpOJ"t, two infantry badges and a i: 

sen-ice·; 3,178 Distingµished Service Crosses have been , ~edjcal badge) have . been au~ho.rizctl. ',( The · iexpen 
awarded; 630 Distinguished Service· Meclals; 7,19.2 r I mfann:,y bad~e w~ aw3.i:ded· to those vrho dcinon- .• 

. i ; . ., • . . . strated pro.6c1~ncy m thefr specific duti f awards of the .u:gion of Ment; 521831- Silver Stars; '-' 1 . . f . : •. es a ter com-:·, 
p etion o tra1mng, , The combat infantrv b d 

103,7tfa Distinguished Flying Cross~s; • 8,592 Soldiers •• ainn t~ those wh h ·sh , . a ge_ Vlas : 
. . .. . d . •.J ~ o· • . . o ave own outstan~mg skill as . 

Medals, 189,309 Bronze Stars, an 1,034,676 Air Meu- infantrym~ m combat and th ·d' I b -
.. . , • • , • ~ me 1ca_ adge was, ' 

als, Exclusive of die .Air Medal and the Purple Heart, presented to recognize the medi"c l 
1 

• • 
• • • • 1 ., • • a · pe_rsonne who, 

the Infantry received 34:.5 percent of all decorations, went into, combiit with infati"•v troops d 
• • • 1 ~ • , , , .I>&, .. , , un.arme to 

the .Air Co.rps 34,1 percent, the Field Artdlery 10~7 serve the tnJurcd. .~ • 
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Battle participation stars had been aw,arded for the 
following camp~igns up to the time of the Japanese 
surrender: 

European-African-Middle ~astern 'theater 

Egypt-Libya ....... . ..... . 
Air Offensive, Europe .... , 
Algeria-French Morocco . .. . 
Tunisia: 

Air .................. . 
Ground .•... . .......... 

Sicily: 

Air . . ....... . .. . ..... . 
Ground . . ...... .' ..... . 

Naplcs-Foggia: 
Air·: ... . . .. . ... . .... . 
Ground ..... . ..... . .. . 

Aomc-Arno ..... . ....... . 
Normandy ... , ....... . .. . . 
Northern F= ......... . 
Southern France .. . ...... . 
North Apennines .. . . : ..... . 
Rhineland ...... • ..... : • .. . 
An!cnni::s ... •. • • . . • . . . . • .• ' 
Ccnml Europe .......... . 
Po Valley ..... .' .. •. ; . . ... . 

11 June 1942 to i:z February 1943 
4 July 1942, to 5 June 1944 • 
8 to 11 November 1942 

8 November 1942 lo 13 May 1943 
17 November 1942 to 13 May 1943 

1~ May to 17 August 1943 
9 July to 17 August 1943 

18 August 1943 to :n January 1944 
9 September 1943 to 21 January 1944 

22 January to 9 September 1944 
6 June to 24 July 1944 

as.July to 14 Sq,tcmbcr 1944 
15 Angus~ to 14 September 1944 
10 September 1944 to 4 April 1945 .. 
15 September 1944 to 21 March 1945 
16 Drcrmbcr 1944 to 25 January 1945 • 
2;1 March toll May 1945 

5 April lO 8 ~y 1945 

• • • • - ·, • f , 1, 

Asiatic-Pacific Theater 

Central Padfic:............ 7 December 1911 to 6 December 1943 
Burma ... . . ......... :.,. 1 December 1941' to 26 May 194:a 

Philippine hlands ......... • 7 December 1941 to 10 May 194:z 
East Indies .. . . , . . ....... . 1 January to 22 July 1942 
India-Burma .......... ,.. . 2 April 1942 to 28 January 1945 
Air Offensive, Japan.. . . . . . 17 April 1942 (campaign not yet co,mplctcd) 
Aleutian Islands , .' .. : : . . . . . 3 June 1942 to ::z4 Augu.,t 1943 
China ... , ... ·, . . , • .... , . . '4 July 1942 ( campaign n'ot yet completed) 
P.apu.a . ...... . . ... ........ , ::z3 July 194::z to 23 Januaiy 1943 
Guadalcanal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 August 1942 to :21 February 1943 
New Guinea ... . ....... ,. 24 January 1943 to 31 December 1944• 
Northern Solomons .. , , . . .. 2:z February 1943 to :i1 November .1944• 
Eastern Mandates: 

Air ....... . ........ . . .' 7 December 1943 to l 6 April 1944• 
Ground . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 January to 14 June 1944• 

Bism.arck Archipelago . .. ... 15 December 1943 to 27 November 1944• 
Western Pacific: 

Air . . ·.• .. . ...... ; ..... . 

Ground ......... . .... . 

Southern Philippine, .... . . . 
Luzon., . ........ . ..... . 
Central Burm.a ........ : . . 
Ryukyus ....... . ........ . 

17 Aprii' 1944 to (campaign not yet com­
pleted) 

15 June 1944 lo (c.ampaign not yet com• 
pieced) 

17 October 1944 10 4 July 1945• 
9 J.anuary 1945 to 4 July 1945• 

29 J.anu.ary 1945 to 15 July 1945 
26 March 1945 lo 2 July 1945• 

•Batde participation credit (or the campaigns noted by asterisks m:ay be 
awarded by the appropriate theater commander to units or individu.als who • 
acru.aJly cngagc4 the enemy in the com~t wne after the closing date. • 

·-. 

Iriforriiation .. -~nd . Recreation . 
' ... 

• · In this war a very special effort was made to 
care for the minds of men in service •as well as their 
bodies. • Tliis 'is ·continuing during the occupation and 
demobilization period. Millions of • Americans have ' 
now bee11 over-seas in many parts of the world for 
several ·years. The conditions under which they lived 
during die war, the exposure to extreme danger, the 
monotony, the • starvation for the. comforts • of liv­
.ing ,to which citizens of our Nation arc accsustomcd· 
plaetd heavy strains on their mental and nervous proc­
~- ~ Fram the beginning, the Army recognized that 
this strain, must be:, counteracted by hct!lthy informa-
tional ad recrcat-ional activities. • • • 

. ~At fust, r,csponsibility for both information and 
r,ccration was gi:v:c..n to the Special Scrvjccs Division of 
the Mmy Service Fo1ccs. l!..atcr, to permit greater 

specialization, this section was relieved of its informa­
tional duties and the .Information and Education Divi­
sion was created. 

The· Special Services Division continues to estab­
lish policy and assist the theaters in establishing and 
9perating recreational and entertainment programs. 
Each month it has shipped to the theaters, for example, 
more· than 4,000,000 copies of books selected by ~e 
Council on Books in W artiine, and 10,000,000 maga­
zines to keep troops supplied with reading material. 
In each theater a ,Special Service officer directs the 
distributic;>n of motion pictures, athletic and other 
recreational -equipment, the routing of entertainment 
groups selected by the United Service Organizations, 
and the activities of the Red Cross Military Welfare 
Services Program. In each unit other Special Service 

Ill 



,,ficers are asigned to make the fullest use of all facil­
.es offered by the theater command and improvise, 
herever possible, additional recreational and entertain­
'ent programs. 

During the past two years the theaters of operations 
1ave done outstanding jobs in organizing shows and 
.hletic programs of their own with soldier talent to 
.pplement that shipped from the United States. 

The Information and Education program is dc­
.:'{ned to keep our troops abreast of developments in 
·neir own areas and throughout the world. This divi­
.• on publishes the magazine "Yank," and assists the 

·erseas theaters in publishing their own daily and 
eckly newspapers. At the present time there arc 

:~ht editions of the daily newspaper "Stars and Stripes" 
"Ublished in England, France, Germany, Italy, Africa, 
•• id Hawaii. In the Asiatic theater there is a weekly 
.:wspaper known as the "CBI Roundup," published 
New Delhi. 

For men .still in h~spitals who arc separated from 
·"-cit units by reason of injury or illness, Information 
ind Education Division also publishes • the weekly 
..,urnal "Outfit" devoted solely to bringing news of 

mbat and service units 'to their absent members, who 
hcrwisc lost all touch with their organizations and 

·,Hcrcd a feeling of abandonment or ingratitude. 
••ifty.:.fivc thousand copies of this magazine arc dis­
• ibutcd each week.in 154 hospitals all .over the world. 

The Information and Education Division also con­
Jets periodic surveys of how our troops arc thinking­
\ldies which the .War Department utilizes in deter­

"'ining polici~s which affect troops individually. The 
,oint system of discharge was based directly on these 
.,.:pert surveys of soldier opinions. . 

It operates the Army News Service, an objective 
·gest of United States press association and newspaper 
'ports radioed ov~r the world each day to supply news 

·"r Army newspapers and mimeographed or typewrit- . 
~n daily news sheets which arc made available to troops 
. / unit Information and Education officers. Informa-
,n and Educ,ation ~lso prepares and distributes radio 
·ograms for broadcast to troops throughout the world: 

'uring the great Campaign these programs were made 
•vailable even in the moat forward ar~as by mobile 
.dio transmitters. Thia is the well-known Armed 
.>recs Radio Service radio which carries·· a flavor of 
>me to Americ~• from Germany to the islands of 

\,e far Pacific, 
Through the Armed Force• Institute, which has 
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established 10 oversea branche!I, troops have an oppor• 
tunity to improve their educational or technical back­
ground. Prior to the end of the war more than a 
million members of the Armed Forces had taken ad­
vantage: of 'these cdrres.P,Ondencc courses, self-teaching 

materials, and off .duty classes. 
The information program also includes the small 

pocket-sized soldier guides to the customs and lan­
guages of the countries where our pien serve, the 
weekly news map series published world-wid~, and edu­
cational posters covering a wide field of subjects from 
promotion of bond sales among the troops to malaria 
control. The division also distributes information filnu 
such as Colonel Frank Capra's "Why We Fight" 
series, a series known as 11GI Movies" and the Army­
Navy Screen Magazine. "GI Movies" is a compilation 
of existing commercial short subjects and those pro­
duced by the Army Pictorial Service, sQch as comedies, 
travelogues, and similar educational subjects. The 
Army-Navy Screen Magazine is a periodic compilation 
of newsreel and new short subjects of special interest to 
troops. It includes the "By Request" .6lms. A group 
of men in New Guinea wanted to sec pictures of a 
snowstorm. Soldiers all over the world,, asked for pie-. 
tures of the Statute of Liberty. One enlisted man 
wanted to hear a quartet sing "Down By the Old Mill 
Stream.•~ These and similar requests arc met in the 
Army-Navy Screen Magazine. 

The big job ahead for both Information and Edu­
cation and Special Services is the pr9vision of construe-· 
_ tive activity for troops in Europe awaiting return to 
the United States, and ser.ving in our occupation forces. 

At the present time, there is in full swing in the 
European theater a tremendous program of education 
and recreation to make sure that American soldicn 
~ave .healthy and profitable activities for their spare 
tune m .the months they must wait for shipping space 
to become available to return them to the U nitcd Stat 
for discharge. . cs 

Three extensive programs offering educational 
• • 11 op. portu01t1cs to a _who would take advantage of them 

have btcn established. The broadest is the sch 1 . 
program for men in die smaller units n ~ 

• • both. th ow • oper-
ating m e European and Medit----ca th 

h 
.,,u...... n caters. 

T ese schools arc conducted on the battal' •. 
• 10n or regi-

m~ntal level._ Prior to V-E Day theaters had been 
shipped sufficient text books by the Armed r 1 . . rorccs. n-
st1tutc to get these schools promptly under way. The 
courses. have been selected from the entire range of 
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.. «ondary and vocational schooling, including subjects 
.l' the j1Jnior college level-algebra, elementary chemis­
ry, history, languages, etc. Literacy training is also 

·,eing provided. Individual soldiers may select any 
-ourse of study they wish and pursue it in their own 

1mits while awaiting shipment home. 

Opportunity for advanced study and technical re-
J"esher courses have also been provided. A central­
.led technical school has been established at Tidworth, 
:ngland, with a capacity of 4,000 students for each 
wo-month period. It opened in mid-August to troops 
'nd WAC personnel who wish to· refresh th~ir voca­
•ional skills pr.ior to returning to their civilian jobs. 
rintrance qualifications require that applicants have 
~hree or more years of apprentice training in their 
_raft. A university center has been established at 
,hrivenliam, England, and another in France. These 
·enters conduct a series of five 2-month courses at col-
1ege level. Each has a capacity of 4,000 students per 
oeriod. The qualifications for entrance in these 
courses are at least a high school education. Instruc­
cion is by Army personnel chosen for their civilian 
.:xperienc~ in education and these will be supplemented 
·,y eminent United States educators. Men who do.not 

. , 

want to enroll in any of the conducted courses will still 
have the opportunity to take correspondence courses. 

Troops on occupational duty now have little le~ 
sure, but as Europe stabilizes they will find more and 
more opportunity for profitable work. It is anticipated 
that 1,250,000 men and women in the European thea­
ter will take advantage of this opportunity to improve 
their education . 

At the same• time the recreational programs will 
be carried on at full pace. An extra allocation of 
equipment was on hand in Europe the day of German 
surrender. Baseball, football, golf, swimming; tennis, 
and other equipment that Americans use in sport is _ 
available to the troops. Motion pictures are on hand 
everywhere since fighting ceased. Numerous post ex­
changes have been established throughout the occu­
pation zone. The exchanges offer food and refresh­
ment as they do in the United States and sales counters 
where soldiers can buy Swiss watches, French per­
fumes, and other authentic European goods at non­
inflationary prices. . 
•• • In the Pacific both the educational and recreational 
programs will be stepped up to meet the need • of 
troops in occupation there. 

·· ··-··· 
I • -•• 

Ariiiy Management 

,)uring the past t~o years the contributions to the wa~ 
~tfort of three major commands and the War Depart-
11ent General Staff have been on a vast scale. 
• • The Air Forces have developed in a remarkable 
manner. Young commanders and staff officers, cata­
pulted into high rank by reason of the vast e}Cpansion, 
.md then seasoned by wide experience, riow ·give the 
\ir arm the most effective form of military leader-
,hi~the vigorous direction of young men with the 
ltnowledge and judgment of veterans. Theoretical 
conceptions have b~en sµcce~sfully demonstrated in 
action and modified or elabor-ated accordi_ngly; • new 

conceptions are welcomed and quickly tested; the 
young pilots and combat crews daily carry out the dan­
gerous and difficult missions with a minimum of losses 
and ·a maximum of destruction for the enemy. In per­
sonnel, in planes, technique, and leadership, the Army 
Air Forces of more than two million men have made 
an immense coi:itribution to our victories. Through 
aggressive tactics and the concept of strategical preci­
sion bombing they have made these victories possible 
with a minimum of casualties. ' 

The Army Ground Force Command performed 
the extremely difficult mission of organizing our 



largest Army in an amazingly short time and at 
the same time training another 1,100,000 men ·to 
replace casualties. The Ground Forces hcadqu'arters 
has just completed a cycle in its operations. It began 
with the organization and training of the divisions, 
then deployment of the Ground Forces overseas and 
replacement o( their casualties. • Finally, in June of this 
year the Ground Forces began receiving the .first of 
these divisions back under its control after the victory 
in Europe. . 

The tasks of the A,rn:iy Service Forces. have been 
difficult and complex beyond description. The efforts 
of this organization arc only vaguely appreciated by 
the public, or even by the rank and file of the Army 
itself. The requirements for the support of the Army 
and the great oversea operations impinge frequently on 
conditions at home, giving rise to a succession of criti­
cisms, largely unjustified in my opinion, since the critics 
seldom arc aware of the salient facts and basic require­
ments. With thousands of miles of communications 
between the United States and the battlefronts, the 
necessity for reserve stocks here and abroad and the 
sudden rapid changes of requirements in various the­
atas have made it necessary for the Scrvia: Forces ~o 
be prepared for the uncxpccte~. 'A minute change at 
the center of the circle usually results in miles of altera- . 
tions along the cirrumfcrencc. . 

One consideration in particular is often ignored 
by the civilian in judging a condition which interferes 
or restricts with the daily life of America. The burden 
of supplying the .fighting man at the place and at the 
time of his requirement rests squarely on a responsible 
officer. Excuses and explanations are not acceptable 
to the soldier and would not be to!erai:cd by the political 
lead~rs, however inconsistent with the previous pressures 
on the home front which may have been in a measure 
responsible for the shortcomings. 

The Service Forces have accomplished a prodigious 
task during the past two years in the supply of food, 
clothing, munitions, transportation, including the 
operation of a Beet of 1,537 ships; in. the handling of 
pay and .allowances amounting to 22.4 billion dollars; 
in the processing • of -approximately 75 billion dollars 
in contracts; in the management of 3,700 post or 
cantonment installations in continental United States; 
in the operation of great base port organizations cen­
tered in Boston, New York, Hampton Roads, ·New 
Orleans, Los Angeles, San Franc~o. _and Seattle, in 
liandling 7,370,000 men and 101,750,000 measurement 

tons of cargo; in the administration of the medical 
seIVice which has treated 9,o83,ooo hospital cases and 
operated 791,000 hospital beds; in the direction of_ P_05l 
exchanges now doing a· monthly business of 9'> million 
dollars and the organizati9n and management of enter­
tainment and educational opportunities; in the conduct 
of the administration of the Army and ..finally in the 
enormous tasks of redeployment an~ demobilization. 

In the midst of handling this problem we have 
the constantly increasing pressure of families of the 
men for their release from the service. This has proved 
particularly vexatious in the case of high-point men on 
duty in the installations at home which must at this time 
bear the triple burden of supplying the requirements ~f 
the Pacific war, carrying out the,regroupme.nt and rede­
ployment of troops in the United States, and accom­
plishing the demobiliz~tion of thousands of men daily. 
For the· actual discharge of men, the required time for 
the preparation of papers, records, and accounts, and 
final payments has been reduced from approximately 
the 12 days· of World War I to a minimum of 2 days, 
but even so the slightest increase over the minimum 

• period produces a storm of protest. . These reactions 
would ordinarily be accepted as normal to America 
but at this particular time they are bound to have a very 
disturbing effect on the morale of the forces overseas: 

Almost as complex as the administrative manage­
ment ~f these tremendous fighting forces has been the 
strategic direction of our global operations by the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. Without the endless effort and the 
clear thinking of the officers in the various special 
groups or agencies attached directly to the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff to assist them in plan11ing our operations and 
allocating our resources correctly, the great ~ictories to 
which we arc becoming accustomed would have been 
impossible. 

I wish to make official acknowledgment of the sup-, 
port given me by the War Department.General and 
Special St1:1.ffs, which has been beyond all praise in the 
understanding and handling of the countless problems 
of global warfare. Denied both publi~ appreciation of 
their work and the desired opportunity for command in 
the field, these officers have made a "great and scl8ess 
contribution to the war effort. The duration of the war 
has permitted a number of these officers to be given over­
seas assignments and at the same time, veterans of the 
fighting could be recalled to duty in the War Depart­
ment. 

No comment is necessary here to inform the . 
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public of the leadership given the Amerkan Armie~ 
by the Commanders-in-Chief in the theaters of opera­
tions. Their work has been, in my opinion, well 
nigh fau_ltless considering the hazards and unexpected 
developments of war on the vast scale in which it 
has been conducted. J am sure that in years to come 
our people will take constantly increasing pride in th~ 
~plendid contribution of these officers to the prestige of 
America and the ~est interests of• the world gtmerallY,. 

To the Members of Congress I wish to express 
my thanks for the complete support given the Army 
by their willingness to provide the huge sums of 
money and the necessru:y legislative authorizations 
requested by the War Department for the: prosecu-
tion of the war. ' • • • 

• During ·the past two years the Secretary of War 
has supported the Army with a courage and a singular 
integrity of purpose to a degree rarely evidenced m 
public officials. • 

. , I cherish a feeling of d~epc:st gratitude for the 
. confidence Pr~sident Roosevelt gave me and for the 
stern resolution with which he met th<: critical periods 
of our operations. It might be considered an inter­
esting' historical fact to record that during the land­
ing in )~ormandy he made no request at any time 
for . information other than that furnished him as a 
matter of routine and that he did not put a single: 
question t«> me or General Eisenhower during the 
critical moments of the Battle of the Bulge in the 
Ardennes. The confidence he gave · to the manage­
ment of the Army was a tremendous source of assur­
ance to th~ officers of the War Department. 
, : To my new Commander-in-Chief I am indebted 
for tpe strong support he gave immediately on assum­
ing office to the efforts of the Army to bring the War 
in Europe and the Pacific to an early and successful 

conclusion. • 

D~m.obilization 

The Army is now involved in the process of de­
mobilizing the tremendous !o..rces it gathered to win the 
vici:tory,. • This requires the return of millions of troops 
to ~ne United States and the processing of their discharge. 

• It means the cessation of the munitions production which 
, has a&sorbed most of .out! energies al)d resources during 
, tRe last fi:vc: years. 

'Fhe demobilization, like the mobilization, affects 
every phase of national life. Until such time as the 
authorized governmental agencies determine the policy 

' wnkh will regulate demobilization, the War Depart­
~ mcnt must proceed under existing legislation and policy 
, to carry on this process in an orderly manner. The 

disror-bancc to our national economy must be kept to the 
minimum, 

We hole during the twelve months immediately 
t (0Howi111g the cessation of hostilities to have discharged 

from the Arni.y at least 5,000,000 men and officers. The 
determining factor throughout this period will be trans­
portation. Soon thereafter, however, legislation must 
determine the strength of the Army for the im.mediate 
future. 

The demobilization first got underway with the 
German surrender. It began simultaneously with the 
projected full scale redeployment for the final operations 
in the Pacific, which we had planned in lhe event the 
Japanese resisted to a suicidal end . . In this period first 
priority on our ~vailable shipping had to go for the 
redeployment-_the scheduled movement of men and 
materiel to the Pacific directly from Europe or via the 
United States. 

The day Japan capitulated orders were issued from 
the War Department suspending the redeployment op­
eration throughout the world.' Theater commanders 
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were immediately directed to devote all facilities not re- a job. Nothing is overlooked which will ~elp the 
quired for the movement of occupational troops into Ja- returning veteran to help himself. . . 
pan and elsewhere in the Far East to the demobilization. Soldiers whose health or fitness has been impaired 

The citizen Army had been rec~uited by selection in the service of the country will not be discharged 
of men on the basis of individual fitness for military _until ~verything possible to modern. medical science has 
duty and comparative essentiality in the Nation's econ- been done for their rehabilitation. 
omy. Accordingly, it was decided to discharge men •·. The War D~partment has now projected i~ ~e-
individually rather than by units. An Army-wide sur- mobilization schedules as far as it can under CX1Slmg 

vey was conducted to determine the consensus among legislation ·and policies. The next moves and the next 
the enlisted men as to the basis for determining dis- • objectives are political_ more than military. They re-
charge. The opinion was that those who have served quire decisions on that level. The War Department 
longest, fought the hardest, and who have children can only submit recommenda~ions and aw3it further 
should be permitted to leave the Army first. As a re- instructions. . . 
suit the point system of returning men for discharge Our present nation~! policies require us to: Main-
wherever they are on duty was established. . tain occupation forces in Europe and the Pacilic; pre-

This system gives credit for length of Army serv- pare for a possible contribution of forces to a world 
ice, overseas service, certain decorations, battle stars and security organization; maintain national security while 
not to exceed three dependent children under 18. The the world remains unstable and later on a more per-
points are computed from 16 September 1940. Origi- manent or stable basis. 
nally a minimum requirement of 85 points was estab- These policies require manpower. Yet at the same 
lished. Now the point system is revised to keep the time it is the policy of the nation to completely de-
demobilization steady and orderly. mobilize the wartime ari;ny as rapidly as possible. 

The selection of soldiers eligible for discharge was· Unless hundreds of thousands of men of the wartime 
made the responsibility of the various overseas com- forces a~e to remain in service at home and overseas, 
manders. As troops return they are sent to disposition more permanent decisions must be made. 
centers near· the embarkation ports and then move on The War Department recommends that the occu-
in groups to Army stations near their homes . . Here pation forces and the U. S. complement in the Inter-
they receive a final screening and the. separation center nation~l security force be composcd.,as much. as possible 
should usually be able to a@mplish their discharge • of volunteers. This can be accomplished by establish­
within 48 hours. In this final administrative procedure . • ing now a new permanent basis for the regular military 
the soldier receives his mustering-out pay, his uniform, establishment. If this recommendation and those 
b.is discharge cenificate, his lapel button, a separation which I will now discuss in detail for establishing a 
record which summarizes his military service and peacetime security policy are now adopted by the Con-
qualifications, and his fare home. He ·also receives a gress, demol>ilization can proceed uninterrupted until 
pamphlet on veteran rights and benefits and advice all men now in temporary service have returned to 
regarding the agencies which can assist him in IQCating their hofi!CS. 
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FOR THE COMMON DMPENSE 
To fulfill its responsibility for protecting this Nation 
against foreign enemies, the Army must, project its 
planning beyond the immediate future. In this con­
nection I feel that I have a duty, a responsibility, to 
present publicly at this time my conception, from a 
military point of view, of what is required to prevent 
another international catastrophe. • 

For years men have been concerned with individual 
security. Modern nations have given considerable 
study and effort to the establishment of social security 
systems for those unable or unwise enough to provide 
for themselves. But effective insurance against the 
disasters which have slaughtered millions ·of people 
and leveled their homes is long overdue. i 

• We finish each bloody war with a feeling of acute 
revulsion against this savage form of human behavior, 
and yet on each occasion we confuse military prepared­
ness with the causes of war and then drift almost 
deliberately into another catastrophe. • This error of 
judgment was defined long ago by Washington . .. He 
proposed to endow,. this Nation at the outset with a 
policy which should ,have been a-reasonable guarantee 
of our security for centuries. The cost of refusing his 
guidance is recorded in the sacrifice of life and in the 
accumulation of mountainous debts. We have con­
tinued impractical. . We have ignored the hard realities 
of world affairs. We have been E_urely idealistic. 

W c must start, I think, with a correction of the 
tragic misunderstanding that a security policy is a war 
policy. War has been defined by a people who have 
thought a lot about it-the Germans. They nave started 
most of ~he recent ones. The German soldier-philoso­
pher Clausewitz described war as a special violent form 
of political action. Frederic of Prussia, who left Ger­
many the belligerent legacy which has now destroyed 
her, viewed war as a device to enforce his will 
whether he was right or wrong. · He held that with an 
invincible offensive JPilitary force he could win any 
political argument. This is the doctrine Hitler carr'ied 
to the verge of complete success. . It is the do.ctrine of 
Japan. It is a criminal doct~inc, and like other forms 
of crime, it has cropped up again and again since man 
began to live· with his neighbors i'n communities and 
nations. There has iong been an effort to outlaw war 

' for exactly the same reason that man has outlawed 

murder. But the law prohibiting murder does not of 
itself prevent murder. It must be enforced. The 
enforcing power, however, must be maintained on a 
strictly democratic basis. There must not be a large 
standing army subject to the behest of a group of 
schemers. The citizen-soldier is th~ guarantee against 
such a misuse of power.' • • 

In order to establish an international system for 
preventing wars, pea<;e-loving peoples of the world arc 
demonstrating an eagerness to send their representa- . 
tives to such conferences as those at Dumbarton Oaks 
and San Francisco with the fervent hope that they 
may find a practical solution.' ·· Yet, until it is proved 
that such a solution has been fo"Qnd t~ pi;event wars, 
a r.ich nation which fays down its arms as we have 
done after every war in our history,, will court disaster. 
The existence of the complex and f~arb,tl instrument~ 
of destruction now available make thjs a simple truth 
which is, in my opinion, undebatable. · 

So far as their aoility to c:Jefend· themselves and 
their institutions was concerned, the great democracies 
were sick natiohs when Hitler openly massed his forces 
to impose his will on the world. As sick as any was 
the United States of America. We had no field army. 
There were the bare skeletons of three and one-half 
divisions scattered in small pieces over ·the entire United 
State~. It was impossible to train even tliese few 
combat troops as divisions because motor transportation 
and other facilities were lacking and funds for ade­
quate maneuvers were not appropriated. The Air 
Forces consisted of a few partially equipped squadrons 
serving continental United States, Panama, Hawaii, 
and the Philippines; their planes were largely obsoles­
cent and could hardly have survived a single day of 
modern aerial combat. We lacked modern arms and 
equipment. • When President Roosevelt proclaimed, on 
8 September 1939, that a limited emergency existed for· 
the United States we were; in terms of available 
strength, not even a third-rate military power. Some 
collegians had been informing the world and evidently 
convincing the Japanese that the young men of America 
would refuse to fight in defense of their country. 

• The German armies swept over Europe at the very 
moment we sought to avoid war by assuring ourselves 
that there could Be no war. The security of the United 
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States of America was saved by sea distances, by Allies, 
and by the errors of a prepared enemy. For probably 
the last time in the history of warfare those ocean 
distances were a vital factor in our defense. We may 
elect again to depei:id on others and the ~him and 
error of potential enemies, but if we do we will be 
carrying the tre~sure and freedom of this great Nation 
in a paper bag. 

Returning from France after the last war, with 
General Pershing, I participated in his endeavors to 
persuade the Nation to establish and maintain a sound 
defense policy. Had his recommendations been ac­
cepted, they might have saved this country the hundreds 
of billions of dollars and the more than a million casual­
ties it has cost us again to restore the peace. 
We might even have been spared this present world 
tragedy. General Pershing was asked against whom 
do we prepare. Obviously that question could not be 
answered specifically until nearly 20 years Jater when 
Adolf Hider led the replenished armies of defeated 
Germany back into world conflict. Even as late as 1940 

I was asked ve~y much the same question before a 
committee of Congress. Not even then could I say 
definitelY. exactly where we might have to fight, but I 
did recall that in past wars the United States forces had 
fought in Latin America, in France, in ~elgium, in 
Germany, in Russia, in Siberia, in Africa, in the Philip­
pines, and in China, hut I did not anticipate: that in the 
near future American soldiers would fight in the heart 
of Burma and in the islands of the vast Pacific, and 
would be garrisoning areas across .the entire land and 
water masses of the earth. From this lesson there is no 
alternative: but that chis Nation must be prepared to 
defend its interest against any nation or combination of 
nations which might sometime feel powerful enough 
to attempt the settlement of political arguments or gain 
resources or territory by force of arms. 

Twice in recent history the factories and farms and 
people of the United States have foiled aggressor 
nations; conspirators against the peace would not give 
us a third oppor.tunity. , • 

Between Germany and America in 1914 and again 
in 1939 stood Great Britain and the USSR, Fra~ce, 
Poland, and the other countries of Europe. Bei:ause 

the technique of destruction had not progressed to its 

prestnt peak, these nations had to be eliminated and 

the Atlantic Ocean crossed by ships be£ ore our factories 
could be brought within the range· of the enemy guns. 

.At the dose of the German war in Europe they were 

n:S 

just on the outer fringes of the range of fir~ from an 
enemy in Europe. Goering stated after his capture 

• • • ld that it was a certainty the eastern Amencan c1t1es wou 
have been under rocket bombardment had Germany 
remained undefeated for two more years. The fir5

l 

attacks would have started much sooner. The tech-
' d s • h es nique of war has brought the Umte tates,_ 1ts om 

and factories into the front line of world con81ct. They 
escaped destructive bombardment in the second World 
War. They would not in a third. 

It no longer appears practical to continue what 
we once conceived as hemispheric defense as a satisfac­
tory basis for our security. We are now concerned 
with the peace of the entire world. And the peace can 
only be maintained by the strong. 

What then must we do to remain strong and stil1 
not bankrupt ourselves on military expenditures to 
maintain a prohibitively expensive professional army 
even if one could be recruited? President Washington 
answered that question in recommendations to the first 
Congress to convene under the United_ States Consti­
tution. He proposed a program for the peacetime 
training of a citizen army. At that time the conception 
of a large• professional Regular Army was considered 
dangerous to the liberties of the Nation. It is still so 
today. But the determining factor in solving this 
problem will inevitably be the relation between the 
maintenance of ~ilitary power and the cost in annual 
appropriations. No system, even if actually ad<?pted 
in the near future, can survive the political pressure to 
reduce the military budget if the costs are high-and 
professional armies are very costly. 

There is now a.x:iother disadvantage to a large pro­
fessional standing army. Wars in the twentieth cen­
tury are fought with the total resources, economic, sci­
entific, and human of entire nations. Every specialized 
field. of human knowledge is employed. Modern war 
requires the skills and knowledge of the individuals of a 
nation. 

Obviously we cannot ·all put on uniforms and stand 
r~ady to repel invasion. The greatest energy in peace­
time_ of any su~cessful nation mu_st be devoted to pro­
ductive and gamful labor. But all Americans can in 
the next generations, prepare them~elves to serve their 

country in maintaining the peace or against the tragic 

hour when peace is broken, if such a misfortune again 
overtakes us. This is what is meant by Universal Mili­
tary Training. It is not universal military service-the 
actual induction of men into the combatant forces. 

11 
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Such forces would be composed during peacetime of 
volunteers. The trainees would be in separate organiza­
tions maintained for training purposes only. Once 
trained, young men would be freed from further con­
nection with the Army unless they chose, as they now 
may, to enroll in the National Guard or an organized . 
reserve. unit, or to volunteer for service in the small pro­
fessional army. When the Nation is in jeopardy they 
could be called, just as men are now called, by a com~ 
mittee of loc~l neighbors, in · an order of priority and 
under such conditions as directed at that time by the 
Congress. 

The concept of universal military training is not 
founded, as some may believe, on the principle of a 
mass Army. The Army has been accused of rigidly 
holding to this doctrine in the face of modem devel­
opments. Nothing, I think, could be farther from the 
fact, as the record of the mobilization for this war 
demonstrates. Earlier in this report I explained how 
we had allocated manpower to exploit American tech­
nology. Out of our entire military mobilizatic:m. of 
14,000,000 ~en, the number of infantry troops was le~s 
than 1,500,000 Army and Marine. . _" . _ _ • •• 

The remainder of our armed forces, sea, air, and 
gxound, was largely fighting a war_ of machin~ry: 
Counting those engaged in war prod~ction there were 
probably 75 to 8o,ooo,ooo Americans directly involved 
in prosecution of the war. To technological 'warfa~e 
we· devoted 98 ~rcent of ~ur ~ntir~ effort. , ••. • .'' .. --:.' 

Nor is it proposed. now· to abandcm this f~rmul; 
which has been so amazingly successful. The harness­
ing of the basic power of ~e universe • will further 
spur our elforts to use brain for brawn in safeguarding 
the United States· of America. • • -, ' ; • 

_ However, technology does -~ot elimina·t~' the ~eed 
for men in war. The Air Forces, which were th~ 

1 hjghest developed technologtcally of any of our armed 
, • forces in this war, required millions of men to do their 

job. Every B-29 that winged over Japan was depend­
ent • on the efforts of 1:2 officers and 73 men in the 
immediate combat area alone. - . . 

• The number of men that were involved in the de­
Jivery of the atomic bomb on Hiros_hima was tre­
mcmdous. First we had to have thi base in • the 
Marianas £com ~h~ch the plane took off. This· first 
Jitquired prdiminary operations across the vast Pacific, 
t~ousan<ls of ships, millions of tons of supply, the 
he!roie:: efforts of • hundreds of thousands of men. 
Further, we needed the B-20's and their fighter escort 

which gave us control of the air over Japan. This 
was the result of thousands of hours of training and 
preparation in the U. S., and the energies of hundreds 
of thousands of men. 

The effective technology on the military structure 
is identical to its effect on the national economy. . \ 

Just as the automobile replaced the horse and made 
work for millions of Americans, the atomic explosives 
will require the services of millions of men if we are 
compelled to employ them in fighting our battles. 

This war has made it clear that the security of 
the Nation, when challenged by an armed enemy, 
requires the services of virtually all able-bodied male 
citizens within the effective military age group. 

In war the Nation cannot depend on the numbers 
of men willing to volunteer for active service; nor 
can our security in peace. . 

r 

In another national emergency, the existence of 
a substantial portion of the Nation's young manpower 
already trained· or in process of training, would make 
it possible to _fill out immediately the peace~e ranks 
of the Navy, the Regular Army, the Nat1onal Guard, 
and .. th~ Organize~ Reserve. As a result our Armed 
Forces would be ready _for almost immediate deploy­
ment to counter initial hostile moves, ready to prevent 
an ;e~emy from gaining footholds from which he could • 
launch destructive attacks against our industries and 1 

our homes. By this method we would establish, for 
!. /' ... l t . 

the , gen~ration~ to c~me, a natio~al military policy: 
( 1) which is entirely within the _financial capabilities 
of o~i'peai:etime economy and is absolutely democratic 
tn ·its nature, and ( 2) which places the military world 
and th~refore the political world on notice that this 
vast power, linked to our tremendous resources, wealth, 
and production, is immediately avajlable. There can be 
no question that all the nations of the world will respect 
our views accordingly, creating at least a probability 
of peaLe on earth an<l of good will among men rather 
than disaster upon disaster in :a tormented world where 
the very processes of civilization itself are constantly 
threatened. 

The decision in this matter is so grave in conse­
quences that it demands complete frankness on my part. 
Therefore J must say that many of the objections which 
have been made to Universal Military Training appear 
to be influenced by ulterior motives, or to ignore com­
pletely the tragedies of the past and present which 
we are seeking tq avoid for the future. They often 
seem to give undue importance to restrictions on our 
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freedom of life, trivial in comparison . with the awful 
tragedies we are seeking to avoid and the great blessings 
we hope to secure for succeeding generations . . · ,:, i• • 

The timing of our decision on.the question of Uni• 
ver~ Military Training is urgent. The officials of the 
State Depanment have been· strongly of the opinion 
that a derision in this matter prior to the final peace 
negotiations would greatly strengthen the hand of the 
United States' in' securing • acceptance of a genuine 
organization to handle international diffcrences.111 

ir- :· 

The terms of the final peace settlement will provide 
~ basis for determining the strength of the · regular ot 
~manent postwar military forces of the United States, 
air, ground, and naval, but they cannot, in my opinion; 
alter the . necessity for a 'system of Universal Military 
Train.mg. ,.,. .. I ._, , . • , . I - . .J ' -' 

·, The yardstick by which the size ~£' the permanent 
!orce. ·must be measµrcd is. JIWCirnum security with 

• • " ~1 · d ' mm1mum cost m men, matene , an mamtenance. 
So far -as they cart' for:esee world co~ditions a decade 
fro~ now, War Dc:partmefit plan~ers, who h~vf takeri 
every c9n~ivable f~cttlr info consideration, heli~v~ that 
our position will be so~q irwe set up ~achinery ~liic'& 
will permit tile mohili~tion of an Afmy of 4,000,oo<l 
~en witH:in a period"of I ,~ rollliwing 

0

any irtte,;:iia~ 
tional crisis resulting in ; national emergency°for th~ 
tJ •ec1s , a. , . l.t , .~ .. ,; 1.J11~ . . ... ..J .:. I t . t ,. _ ,.j • ' i.'fJ.ui 

tilt tatcs. . . , .. J . . . 
. The Regui:ir Army ~ust ht ~mp~sed larg~lye>f 

• ._.. • # . .... ~ - · ~~1· 

a strategic force, heavy in air. powc1, partially, deployed 
in the Pacific and the Caribb' ready to protect the 
N_ation again~t a sudde'n hostile tlffiilt and imm~di~teiy, 
available for emergency ac;tfon wherever' require,d:·; i~ 
is obv1ou~ that another war, would start' witli a liglitn~g 
attacY. ·to take us unaware.' ' Tlie p~ce' of 'the' att1ck 

• 1, • ' 

would be at supersonic.speeds o1 rocket weapons closely 
foltowcd 15y a sttiking torce which would seek "to 
exploit the initial and ~ritica1 advantage. ,. W. e· must 
1>e sufiidently _pregareti against such a threat to hold 
the enemy at ·a oistance until we can rapidly mobilize 
our strcmgtJt' The Regular Ar.my, and the Nationa! 
Guard, must be prepared to meet'such a crisis.' ~-1~' " ' • 

., Another mission of the Regular Arroy 'j.$ to pro­
~ide tile· security garrisons for the outlying basei. i. We 
quiclly lost the Philippines, Guam., and Wake l~lancls 
af the beginning of this war and are still expending 
lives and wealtfi in recovering thc:m.'1• 

1
' •· • •.· ·' 

•1 • The third mission of tlie permanent Army· is to 
6:itnish the overlfcad, the higliei: headquarters which 
must keep the machine and thc ·pJans up l:'o date for 

whatever national emergency we may face in tbe future. 
This overhead includes the War Department, tbe War 
College, the service schools, and the hcadq~arters of 
the military areas into which con~ental Uruted States 
is subdivided to facilitate decentralized ,com?'and an~ 
coordination of the peacetime military machine. l1us 

. was about all ~e had on the· eve of this war, plannen 
and a small number of men who bad little to h~dlc 
in practice but sound ideas on· how to employ the 
wartime hosts that would be gathered in the storm. 
Had it not been for the time the British Empire and 
the Soviets bought us, th<>5e plans and ~deas would have 

' .. .. \ • • .J • 1 , 

been of little use~., • .. • . . . . . 
• . • The foqrth a'.nd probably the most unportant nus-

;io~ ··of the Regular Anny is to provide the knowledge, 
the expert personnci· and the installations for training 
the_ citizen-soldier up_on whom, in my :view, the future 

. p~ace of the world largely depends. '. ~ 
·, ' Of the citizen.Anny., the National Guard is in the 

fust category of .importance: It must be healthy.: and 
strong; ready to take i~ place in the first line of defense 

. iri": the first weeis of ari emerg~cy, and not dependent 
upon a year or m<?re of training before it can be con~ 
oitlon~d i:o tak~' the field against a trained enemy. It 
is ·not fe:~sible' under ··the conditi~ns of peace for the 
National Gt.iard within itself to pro;ide the basic, the 
fifu.~amental tiainm.g which is an imperative require:. 
flient for' its mission. • Therefore, in. my opinion, based 
on a long and intimate experience with the Guard from 
i90{uqtil 1941, the-ess~ntial requirement for. such a 
systdni m:;ider modern conditions is Univ~r~ Military 
Trainihg from. which to draw the volunteers for the 
rarikJ ~f the Guard. Without such :i firm foundation, 
I am clearly of the opinion 'that a sufficiently depend~ 
able force for our postwar needs cannot be maintained. 
:· • 

1 
J The second important' component of the Citizen 

Army is the· Organized Reserve through which full 
mobilization. of the Nation's resources to war footing 
is accomplished. ' At the start of the present war, the 
Reserve wa~ almost entirely an officer corps, the regi­
mental and divisional groups lacking a practical basis 
for .mobilization. The contribution_ o~ this component 
was therefore largely one of individuals, but of wide 
extent and great importance. The depleted officer 
·ranks <:>f the Regular Army were filled by the Reserve 
the countless new staffs and organizations were mainl; 
compose~. of Reserve ~fficers, the great training camps 
for men mducted through the Selective Service System 
drew in the beginning on th~ officer· strength of. the 

I 
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,eserve Corps. The Officer Candidate schools from 
which our present Army acquired its vital small unit 
• .!adership were staffed by Reserve officers. These ofli­
~rs were largely veterans of World War I and gradu­
~es of the Reserve Officers' Training Corps. Pitifully 

·'ll~ll appropriations had limited training to a brief 
L)~flod once ,in every 3 or 4 years and so few numbers 
,,: troops that the limited training the Reserve officers 
:ceived had little relation to actual battle. 

This lack of troops with which Reserve officers 
·ould acquire practical experience in command and 
~taff work was the most critical limitation. There 
..vas no enlisted strength in the Reserve force. There 
,as little connection and understanding between the 
)fficers' Reserve Corps and the National Guard­
·•hich had an enlisted strength-and the number of 

"nlisted men in the Regular .Army was so small that 
.c was impossible to qualify Reserve officers by training 
.,ith Regulars. • Especially in the dense centers of 
opulation there were few Regular troops. Yet here 
vere located the largest groups of Reserve officers. 
~ven had funds for transportation to the areas where 
Aegular .troops were stationed been ·avail~ble, and they 
Herc not, the few troops on the Regular roles would 
. ave been completely . submerged under a deluge of 

,_eserve officers. . For example, the stre~gth of , the 
')ffi.cers' Reserve Corp~ in 1938 was' more th;in doµble 

I ! f ~ • I " l _ 1, f 

the number of Regular soldiers in combat units in the 
.:ontincntal United ~tates.' •• ·:, , ,. • ", • ,: , ·:_ • • . , . ; , 
,. Only ~y universal military training can full vig';).f 
nd life be instil1ed into the Reserve ·sy.stem.. It creates 

, pool of , well-trained men an..~ offi.~ers from which 
the National Guard and the Organized Reserve can 
draw· volunteers; · it provides ' opportunities· for th·~ 
.Juara and Reserve units ·'to participate in' corps and 
\rmy maneuvers, which 'are vital pteparations t~ sue-

• ·ess in military campaig~s . • Without these trained men 
-,,nd officers, with(?ut such ~pportunities to develop skill 
dtrough actulll practice· in realistic maneuvers, neither 
.be Regular Ar.(lly, the National Guard, nor the ~e.serve 
~an hope to bdng high efficiency to their vital missions. 
• Though ROTC graduates composed ' i2· 'percent 

",f the war officers, its most important contribution was 
the immediate availability of its product. Just what 
we could have done in the first phases of our mobUiza-
' don ~d' training without these men I do not know. 

' ' • 
. do know that our plans would have had to be greatly 
;urtailed ~d the cesntion • of hostilities on the Euro­
?ean front.woJ,1ld have been delayed accordingly. We 

must enlarge and strengthen the system. It must be 
established on a higher level, comparable to the aca­
demic levels of college education in which the young 
men of the ROTC are engaged., All this is made easily 
possible if the student has participated in universal mili­
tary training, and at the same time the length of the 
course can be shortened by J year. He would enter 
the ROTC as far advanced as his predecessors were 
after 2½ years of the original 3-years' course. He would 
have completed his elementary training-the military 
equivalent of his grammar school and high school 
courses-and would be prepared for college work, that 
is for training as an officer, a prospective leader of men. 
The product of such an ROTC would provide the 
National Guard and the Organized Reserve with an 
officer corps of exceptiona,l character. 

An unbroken period of I year's training appears 
essential to the success of a sound security plan based 
on ~e concept of a citizen army. 

It is possible to train individual soldiers as replace­
ments for veteran divisions and air groups as we now 
do in a comparatively short period of time. The train­
ing of the unit itself cannot be accomplished at best 
in less than a year; air units require even more time . 
The principle is identical to that of coaching a football 
team._ A ~alfback can learn quickly how to run with 
the ball, but it takes time and much practice and long 
hours of team scrimmage before he is pr_o.6cient at 
carrying the b~ll through an opposing team, utilizing 
the ai~ .,?f the ten. other men on the team. So it is 
with an army division or combat air group. Men learn 
to fire a rifle or machine gun quickly, but it takes long 
hours of scrimmage, which the army calls maneuver, 
before the firing of the rifle is coordinated with the 

• activities_ of more than 14,000 other men on th.e team. 
All men who might someday have to fight for 

their Nation must have this team training. The sea­
soned soldiers of our present superb divisions will have 
lived beyond the age of military usefulness. The situ­
ation will be similar in the peacetime army to that 
which obtained when we began to mobilize for this 
war and all men had to have at least a year of unit 
training before we had divisions even fit for shipment 
overseas. 

The training program would be according to the 
standards which have made the American soldier in 
this war the equal of the finest fighting men. It would 
be kept abreast of technical developments and the 
·resulting modifications of tactics. 
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. Throughout the training a strenuous program of 
instruction wo~ld have to be followed, but it would 
not be ·possible in peace to carrf on the work under 
the tremendous· pressure we . now follow in wartime. 
Athletics, recreational • opportunities, short weekends, 
and other vacationa1 opportunities such as at Christmas 
time, would, of course, be necessary: _However, if the 
Government is to be justified in the expenditure of the 
funds involved, a vigorous schedule should be enforced; 
otherwise we would .produce a half-baked product 
which would fail to command the respectful attention 
of ~e nations of the world, and therefore negate the 
primary purpose of the entire system. •· • • • • • 

To those who fear die Army might militarize our 
young men and indoctrinate them with 'dangerous 
conception~, to those who express doubts of the Army's . 
capacity to do the· job, I submit the evidence of our ; 
present • armies. • The trQOps h~vc bten ,. trained • sulfi. 
cicntly to defeat a first-class enemy. •• Their minds have 
not been warped-quite the · contrary . . ,' The- American 
people arc satisfied, I am confident, that their Armies 
arc, in fact, armies of democracy. _. They know that' the 
men oomposing those Armies arc ·fai ·~etter physically . 
than they otherwise would Jiave .been; that· their' general 
health has been better than ·at home, e~ccP,t for tli~s~ 
serving· in · the· tropical •jungles:"> 7flif~ officcrJ .:who 
trained our Armicfwcrc b.rgcTy citlzen--soldicrs!. '·They . ~ 

did have tlic ihitfal guidance· of Rc81Jl.afofficcrs; b6t 
only 2 perccnrof thc entire offi~cr corps' was profcssibrial. 
Only slightly" mor~ . were 'of the' Nation\H Guliro ( 25 
percent were prooucts' df the Officers'• Rcs'crve' Corps, 
12 pcr~nt ·mo~ were men co~issiont4 dir~ct fro~ 
civil life' because • of' ccrtairf profcssionarqualifications. 
The· grcat~'maj~rity' of 'the ·officers came up froin the 
ranks, 5..9 percent' of the· total,' 'which ·guaranteed the 

' • I ' ·1 I.)• t ' ., democracy of the Army.=·•~ :,:~,. •• ., .. . • 
· · · To those who consider the ini:roduction of a system 
of universal military trairiirig an imposition on democ­
racy, I would • reply that in my opinion , ~t would be 
the most. democratic expression of our national life. 
Whatever my.limitations may be in judging this matter, 
I submit the evidence of the 'proposal of . our first • 

- • • • • 11 • • ' J I. I • 

President. • . 
Washington's program provided for universal 

training of all men arriving at the age of 17. . ~e 
citizen-militia was ta be divided into three classes, men 

lrorn 17 _ to 21, known as the advance corps, men .2~ 

to ~, known as the ~ corps, and me!l fro~ ~6 to ~1, 

known as the reserve corps. ' All of the peacetune tram~ 
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. . . ' 
ing would have been concentrated in the advance corps, 
but eventually all member~ of main and rcscrye corps 
would have been graduates of the training progr~m. 
The militia bill was first intr·oduccd ih the Thi~d SeSS1on 
of the First Congress.'' It was _considered in th~ Hous~ 
on 5 March ·1792, and as finally enacted conl:3mc~ no . 
'clement of any of Washington's recqmmcndations. 
It · was so emasculated when finatly adopted tliat the 
representative ··who introduced the bill himself. voted 

I .. • • • I ~ • •. IP•• / ,,. J ~ 
against its passag1 • • • • • • , • . , r ; I · 

• L . It' appears pr.obabl~. that· had the bill been appr~ved 
hy 'Gongrcss/ ~e United States might hav~ avoided 

• much of the war making that has filled its brief history. 
The ~pressmcnt of American seamen' would not have 
been regarded as a harmless pastime in the early 18oo's, 

• nor wo1,ild the Kaiser have been so easily disposed to 
avenge the •'death of -the Arc~duke Franz· Ferdinand 
in 1914 with a world war: nor ~dolf Hi~er have been 
quite so quick· to break the peace, if over these years 
die · United States had been" recognized by .the war 
mongers as· :r ~ation immediately to be rccko~ed with. 
z. ,:;, .. 'fhc' pc.ace~ime ar~y must not only' be prepared for 
_fu:iritcdiate mobllizatiotj of an effective w~ army: ·but 
it must havl irt ·reserve the weapons need~ for the 
fus( '~o.riths of ·the· fighting 'and clear ·cut plan~. for 
ii:i;tm~diately ' producing ' the : tremend.ous additional 
qu~tities 'of m.atcriel'nccessary in total war . • We must 

0

I1e~ei:' agairt face' 'a great ri~tional 'crisis with. aminuni­
tion lacking ro ·serve our ·gµns, ,few gurts fo fire, and 
·iio-.,aeci$ivc pi--occciurcs· 'for 'procuring vital . arins in 
·suffidcrit quantities: •• • • • • .'· • ~ : • .1 

: , 

,; •• : ''The: necessity for°~~tinuou; rc~~dl int~ th~ ~li­
ta~y :ramifi~ations· of man's scientific advahce is· now - , ~ . . ' .. 
clear to all and it· should not be too difficult to obtain 
the necessary appropriati~ns for this purpose during 
peacetime·. There is, however, always much reluctance 
~o expendit~re of funds for improvement of war-making 
instruments, particularly where there is no peacetime 
uscfulnes; in the product. . • • .• .. 
. The development of combat' airplanes is closely 
al1icd with development of civil aeronautics; the proto­
types of many of our present transport planes and those 
soon t~ come were originally bombers. Many of the 
aeronautical principles that helped give this Nation the 
greatest air force in the world grew out of commercial 
dcvdoP.ment and our production know-how at the start 
of this war was partially the fruit of peacetime commer. 
cial enterprise. Since many · vital types of weapons 
have no commercial counterpart, the peacetime develop-



"nt of these weapons has been grossly neglected. 
• :~aircraft. ':eapons are a good example. The highly 
1.ac1ent antiaircraft of today did not materialize Until 
•• 1~ after the _fighting began: The consequent cost 

tune, life, and money of this failure to spend the 
~essary sums on such activity in peacetime has been 

''>alling. · : 

There is another phase of scientific research which 
_1ink has been somewhat ignored-the development 

expeditious methods for the· i:nass production of 
- materiel. This is of great importance since it 

·•ermines how quickly we can mobilize our resources 
war comes and how large and costly our reserve stocks 
war materiel must be. Serious thought and plan-
.g along this line can save millions of tax dollars. 
We can be certain that the next war, if there is 

, , • will be even more total than this one. The 
-~re of war .is such that once it now begins it can 
.J only as this one is ending, in the destruction of 
_ vanquished, and it should be assumed that another 
mversion from peace. to war production will take. 
:e initially under enemy distant bombardment. 

~ustrial mobilization plans must be founded on 
,.se assumptions and so organizt;d that they will 
~et them and any other situation that may develop. 
_ they must in no way retard or inhibit the course 
)eacetime production. 

If this Nation is to remain great it must bear in 
mind now and in the future that war is not the choice 
of those who wish passionately for' peace. It is the 

. choice of those who are willing to resort to violence· .. 
for political advantage. We can fortify ourselves 
against disaster, I am convinced, by the measures I have 
here outlined. In these protections we can face the 
future with a reasonable hope for the best and with 
quiet assurance that even though the worst may come, 
we are prepared for _it. . 

As President Washington said in his ·message to 
Congress of 3 December 1793: 

I cannot recommend tq. your notice measures for the fulfill­
ment of our duties to the rest of the world, without again 
pressing upon you the necessity of placing ourselves in a position 
of complete defense, and of exacting from them the fulfillment 
of the duties towards us: The United States ought not to 
ind~lgc a pe-~~uasion, t~at contrary to the order of human efforts, 
they will torever keep at a distance those painful appeals to 
arms, with which the history of every other nation abounds. 
There is a rank due to the United States among nations, which 
will be withheld, if not absolutely lost, by the reput~tion of 
wwness,_if we desire to avoid insult we must be ready to repel 
it; if we desire to secure peace; one of the most powerful insti­
tutions 9£ our rising prosperity, it must be kn-own that we arc at 
all times ready for war. • 

Text and map research fof this repott was conducted principally by Brigadier General Thomas North, Chief, 
and Lieutmant ulonel P-aul 'F. «at.roll ;and Master Sergeant Ruth Zeigler of the current group of the Wac 

-,;inmon1 D. C. 
tr,einlxJi 1945 

Department OpeauioJJS Division. . . . 
Colonel H. M, Puoo, of the Office Chief of Staff, was charged with general supervision of research and 

publicarioa:. To Captain J.mcs Shepley of my office I am especially indebted for invaluable assistance in the 
actual ds:aftiag of rhe text of the report-, particularly the sections dealing with operations. 

Chief of Staff 
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DEDICATION 

We the American Legion Post 73, and the Womens .Auxiliary Unit 
73, do hereby dedicate this publication to THE GOLD STAR HEROES 
of Calloway County, our comrades in arms, who made the supreme 
sacrifice for their country. • 

We only regret that we could not make this history complete. 
Names of all men who se~ved in World War II could not be ob­
tained. Also pictures of all the men could not be obtained. There 
are some mistakes that we made· which could not be corrected . 
. For any errors in any wa - ·ve are sorry and do apologize. 

We express herein our appreciation ·to the Ledger & Times · for 
their help in gathering material for this publication . . 

It is the Aim of this publication to be a tribute · to those who live 
and to those who died t:_.:' t our Country might remain the ''Land of 
Liberty and Justice For All.·• • 

Murray, Ky. 1 



DFORD ARMSTRONG, 
F 1-c ALBERT BRA l Armstrong 

d M Char es ' son of Mr. an rs. 1939· for the 
Hazel, : volunteered June ZB, N 'f 1k Va 
Navy He took basic training at or O ' H' · ' 

• th same year. is and was sent overseas e d h 
ship the Lavalette, was torpedoed ~nA e 

' 3 F 1 c rm-was killed January 30, 194- • -
1 strong was a graduate of Hazel High Schoo • 

F 1-c Armstrong was reported to have been 
in the engine room with 18 othe~ m~n when 
the ship was torpedoed. The ship was pre­
sumed to have been lost enroute to Guadal­
canal. 

PVT. BILLY RAY ATKINS,· 18, husband of 
Ruby Wisehart Atkins, and son of Mr. and 
Mrs. · ·Tommie D. Atkins, Route 1; Murray, 
was killed July 27, 1944; in France. Pvt. 

Atkins· attended the Training Scho~l in Mur­
_ray· and prior to his induction December, 
1943, was employed in a defense plant in 
Detroit. He was in the Infantry and took his 
training at Camp Croft, S. C., and Ft. Meade, 
Md.,· and then went overseas June, 1944. 
Pvt, Atkins received the Sharpshooter's 
Badge, and the- Good Conduct ribbon. He had 
one .daughter, Pamela Jean. 

PFC. JOHN BRENT BEDWELL, born 
November 16, 1922 in Hazel, was drafted 
April 6, 1942, in Phi_ladelphia, Pa., and 
placed in the Glider division. He trained in 
Camps McCall, N. C., and Forrest Tenn 
before going overseas August, 1944. • He w~~ 
killed in a~tion January 7, 1945, at Mill­
mont, Belg1wn, when an 88 millimeter shell 
struck him in the head. · He had one half 
brother, Edward F. Fitts, in the service H' 
mother is Mrs. Bertha Rose, Hazel Ro~te :~ 

Murray, Ky. la 
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PVT. ALVIS CALHOON, 21, husband of 
Roberta Eldridge Calhoon, Detroit, Mich., 
son of Mrs. Myrtle Calhoon, Pottertown, 
was k illed December 5, 1944 on Leyte. He 
was drafted from this county March 31, 1941, 
and served with the 38th Division, Infantry. 
He had one brother in service, Pvt. Lon..n.ie 
Calhoon. He was engaged in farming when 
called to service. He· and Cody Campbell 
were the o!)-ly two to leave thi::i county in 
Draft No. 6, and both were killed. 

S-SGT. CODIE CAMPBELL, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. H. Campbell, volunteered March 30, 
1941. He trained at Camp Shelby, La., and 
Camp Blanding, Fla., before going overseas 
in December, 1944·. Sgt. Campbell served 
with the Infantry on Hawaii, Honolula, Oahu, 
New Guinea, Leyete, and Bataan, and was 
killed in action on Luzon C.'!'l March 13, 1945. 
He was born November 10 , 1918. He was 
married, and engaged in farming and truck 
driving before he entered the service. He 
and Alvis Calhoon, the only two to leave this 
county i n Draft No. 6, were killed in se rvice. 

PARVIN COOK, son of Albert c ·ook, was 
drafted February 23, 1943. He was killed 
in action. He was married to Mrs. Hazel 
Parrish Cook, Dexter . 

Murray, Ky. 2 



LT. THOMAS p CRAWFORD, 24, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Crawford, Murray,' 
died December 24, 1943, of injuries _he r~- .. 

11 ceived from a fall on icy sidewalks at the a1r 
base in North Bend, Ore. He had ·spent 20 
months in Pearl Harbor and was sent home 
for a furlough to rest and spend some time •■ 
teaching instrumental flying. Lt. C_rawford .. 
graduated from Murray Training School and 
volunteered for the Naval Reserve Air ' 
Corps at Murray State College in· hi_s senior 
year, 1941. Lt. Crawford took training in 
Robertson Field, Mo. , Jacksonville, Fla. , 
and received his wings ·at Pensacola in . J 
January, 1-942. 

PFC. COY R DARNELL, 24, · husband of 
Hilda M . Joseph Darnell, and son of Mrs. 
·Ethel Edwards Darnell, was killed August 1, 
1944, ·while serving in the Infantry in the 
European Theater of War. He entered the 
Army in December, 1942, and went overseas 
June 23, 1944, ,Z_0 days before he was killed. 
Pfc . . Darnell attended Mur_ray High School 
and -had one brother, Ralph, in service. 

I 
PVT. BAILEY WATSON DOCKERY . was I 
killed in action in f r~nce, October · 1, 1944. 
He was drafted from this county May 5, 1942, 
and was sent overseas early in 1944. His I 
mother, Mrs. Sallie Bailey · O'Connor of 
Oklahoma City, Okla.: is- the sister of Er-
nest Bailey of M~rray. Pvt. Dockery was 
with _the Comb.at. ~upport Wing, . a crack I 
trucking organization in the Air Service 
Command. \ • • 

Murray, Ky. • Za . \ · 



LEWIS CHESTER. DODDS, S 1-c, 22, was 
listed a~ "Missing in Action" in the Pacific 
.tvfarch, 1942. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Moss Dodds, Alm.o Route 1, received official 
notification from the Secretary of the Navy 
that he was presumed to have died 15 Dec­
ember 1945, according to Public Law 490, 
77th Congress. Unofficial news from a sur­
viving officer who wrote a letter to the par­
ents stating tp.at S .1-c Dodds was seen in the 
water off the Coast of Ja:va on the night of 
February 28, 1942,. during the encounter with 
a large Japanese Naval force when the U. S. 
S. Houston was sunk. He ·volunteered for 
service in May, 1940, and went on sea duty 
in September of the ,same year, He worked 
for the TVA before entering the Navy. He 
had two brothers in the service, 5-Sgt Cecil 
W. Dodds and A-S John Wesley Dodds. 

LT. WILLIAM H. DORAN, son of Mrs. Mary 
Doran of Lynn Grove and Paducah, was killed 
in an airplane crash in Italy, December 23, 
1944. He volunteered for the Air Corps 
December, 1942, and was trained as naviga-4. 
tor at Miami, Fla., Chanute Field, Ill,, and 
San Marcos, Tex., going overseas October, 
1944. Lt. Doran was a graduate of Tilghman 
High School and Paducah Junior College. He 
was awarded the Ah Medal posthumously. 

5-SGT. R~BLE LEO DUNN, 28, son of the 
late Asher and Mrs. Bertie Dunn of Hazel 
Route 1, belonged to the National Guard three 
years before the war and was one of the first 
soldiers to be called to service when war 
was declared. He r~ceived training at Camp 
Claiborne, La., :r--!:':;; -:!12.c: ,: Calif., and C tr~:.~) 
Livi:1gzton, La., c1nd went overseas July 1, 
1943. Sgt. Dunn went to liawaii, the Philip­
pines, and was wounded in the battle on 
Leyte,. recovered, and was wounded again. 
When he recovered from the second wound, 
he returned to action and while squad leader, 
was killed by a sniper on Okinawa April 25, 
1945. He is buried in . the Seventh Infantry 
Division Cemeter·y on Okinawa Sh;ima: _Sgt. 
Dunn was awarded_ three Purple Hearts, Good 
Conduct ribbon, Anierican Defense Medal, 
and the Asiatic-Pacific ribbon. One brother 
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LEWIS CHESTER DODDS , S 1-c, 22, was 
listed as ' 'Missin.g in Action'' in the Pacific 
March, 1942. His pa.rents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Moss Dodds, Alrno Route l, received official 
notification from the Secretary of the Navy 
that he was presumed to have died 15 Dec­
ember 1945, according to Public Law 490, 
77th Congress. Uµofficial news from a sur­
viving officer who wrote a letter to the par­
ents stating tp.at S .1-c Dodds was seen in the 
water off the Coast of Java on the night of 
February 28, 1942, during the encounter with 
a large Japanese Naval ·force when the U. S . 
S. Houston was sunl<:.. He ·volunteered for 
service in May, 1940, and went on sea duty 
in September of the same year. He worked 
for the TVA before entering the Navy. He 
had two brothers in the service, S-Sgt Cecil 
W. Dodds and A-S John. Wesley Dodds. 

LT. WILLIAM H. DORAN, son of Mrs. Mary 
Doran of L ynn Grove and Paducah, was killed 
in an airplane crash in Italy, December 23, 
1944. He volunteered for the Air Corps 
December, 1942, and was trained as naviga..; 
tor at Miami, Fla. , Chanute Field, Ill , , and 
San Marcos , Tex., going overseas October, 
1944. Lt. Doran was a .graduate of Tilghman 
High School and Paducah Junior College . He 
was awarded the Air Medal posthumously. 

S-SGT. RU_BLE LEO DUNN, 28, son of the 
l ate Asher and Mrs. Bertie Dunn of Hazel 
Route l, belonged to the National Guard thr ee 
years before the war and was one of the first 
soldiers to be called to service '0/hen war 
was declared, He received training at Ca1np 
C laiborne, La., t ,T;;. ::::1:: -::.; Calif. , •c:.,:d C ::,-.· .. · 
Lji\ri:_.:.g~ts:i) L,a ., 0 .. ~_,;,:l '~'eY1t c ·;rcr:.eas July 1·, 
1943. Sgt. Dunn went to Bawaii, the Ph.ilip­
pine s, and was wounded in the battle on 
Leyte,. recovered, and was wounded again. 
When he recovered from the second wound, 
h e returned to action and while squad leader, 
was killed by a sniper on Okinawa April 25, 
1945, He is buried i n the Seventh Infantry 
Division Cemetery on Okinawa Shima. _Sgt. 
Dunn was awarded_ three Purple Hearts , Good 
Conduct ribbon , American Defense Medal, 
and the Asiatic-Pacific ribbon. One brother 
S - Sgt. Forrest Gray Dunn, is in service . 

Murray, Ky. 3 



SGT. WILLIAM L. EDWARDS, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Thad Edwards, was drafted from 
Michigan June 19, 1941. He had been ~ver~eas 
19 months when he died of wounds r ece1~ed 
March 2, 1945. Sgt. E' dwards was marr ied 
to the former Miss Julia Coleman, who re-
sides at New Concord. 

PVT ORDEST HOUSTON ERWIN, 22, . hus -.• 
• band of Olivene Moore Erwin, and son of Mr. 
and Mrs. EIIUTiet Erwin, Hazel, was killed 

• · in actibn Dece~ber 6, 1944. He was drafted 
from ·. this county November 15, ·1943, and 
went • oyerseas . November, 1944. Before 
his induction he was known as an outstand­
ing · a:nd ·progressive farmer in his communi­
ty.·. He received his training at Camp Shel­
by, Miss., and Camp Rucker, Ala., and was 
with the ~6th Division Infantry: 

S-SGT. , HUGH GREY ERWIN, 23, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Erwin, Murr ay, was report­
ed killed Januar y 27, 1943, in the Western 
European. Area. Sgt. Erwin ·w a s a gunner 
·on a Flying Fortress. He attended Murray 
High School. 



SGT. KYLE BROOKS FERGUSON, .26, hus­
band of Modena Gipson Ferguson, an_d son of 
Mr. and Mrc.; Lynn Fergus·on, was wounded 
in Brest, France, in September, 1944, but 
recovered and went back into action, and was 
killed December 14, 1944. Sgt. Ferguson 
was drafted from this county December 21, 
1942, and was engaged in farming before his 
induction. He was with the 2d ln.fantry Div­
ision, and had been awarded the Combat 
Infantryman's Badge. He had two children, 
Sarah Marie and Gene. 

PFC. HENRY CLAY GARLAND, JR. , son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clay Garland, Concord, was 
killed July 30, 1944, in France. He is a grad­
uate of Concord High School and was employ­
ed by the TVA before his induction June 30, 
1943, from this county. Pfc. Garland had 
been in the army two years and had been 
overseas for more than six months. 

PVT. RUFUS GRIFFIN, 22 year old son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Solon Griffin of Almo, was 
killed in action in June, 1944. A paratrooper 
Pvt. Griffin entered the service in Novem­
ber, 1942, andtrainedinGeorgia, North Caro­
lina and Kentucky. His .wife, Mrs . Evelyn 
Griffin, and daughter Randa May• reside in 
Evansville, Ind., where Pvt. Griffin'was em­
ployed before induction. 

Murray, Ky. 4 



PVT. EARL V. GROGAN, 18, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Clovis Grogan, Route 3 , l\11urray, was 
killed in action in France August 30, 1944. 
In the Infantry, he trained at Ft. McClellan, 
Ala., and went overseas_ April, 1944. Pvt. 
Grogan attended 'Pottertown school, and 
wo rked for the TVA before induction. 

PFC. JAMES MAX GROGAN, 2 :::-, son of James 
Dee Grogan, Route 5, Murra y, was killed 
September 15, 1944, in Germany. He was 
drafted May, 1941, from Cairo, Ill., and had 
been overseas more than a year. Pfc. Gro­
gan was a graduate of Concord High School 
in the class of 1939 and prior :to his induction, 
was in defense work in Illinois. He has one 
brother in servic·e, Charles Edward. Pfc. 
Grogan was awarded the Silyer Star. 

S-SGT. MAX R. GUTHRIE, 20, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Howard Guthrie of Highland Park, 
Mich., but formerly of Murray, was_ killed 
in action_ over Germany July 18, 1944. A 

. waist gunner on a Flying Fortress, he was 
first repor ted missing when shot down on 
his 36th ·mission, but was later given up. and 
reported dead. Sgt. Guthrie enlisted in the 
Army Air Force February 20, 1943, and went 
overseas in March, 1944. Mr. And Mrs. 0. 
W. Harrison of Murray, and Will Guthrie, 
Lynn Grove, are his grandparents. 

Murray, Ky. ·4a 
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PFC. TOMMY HARRIS, 22 year old son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennie Harris, Dexter, Route 
1, and husband of Mrs. La Vada Harris, was 
killed in action in Germany March 17, 1945. 
He was attached to the 10th Armored Divi­
sion of the 3rd Army as a tank gunner. Pfc. 
Harris was drafted October 27, 1942, and 
trained at Ft. Benning and Camp Gordon; Ga., 
before going overseas in September, 1944. 
Two brothers, S 1-c James Harris and. Pfc. 
Franklin Harris, have served overseas. ·. 

PVT. LLOYD G. HODGES,· 27, son of Mrs. 
E sther Hodges, New Concord, was killed in 
action October 30, 1944, in Leyte. Pvt. 
Hodges was drafted from Galloway County 
September 2, 1941, and remained in the 
states three months after being inducted. He 
never had a furlough home. His father, Jeff 
Hodges, died after the son went into the 
Army. Hisbrother Thomas Jefferson Hodges, 
served in the European Theater: He· attend­
ed Concord High School, and ~as· a farmer. 

PFC. EUGENE D. HUTCHENS, 20, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Burt Hutchens, New Concord, :was 
killed in action in France November 13, 1944. 
He was with the 378th Infantry, 95th. Division. 
Pfc. Hutchens was drafted from Calloway 
County July 28, 1942. He was married to 
Mrs. Catherine Nichols Hutchens and they 
have a 13 month old c hild, Eugene ·Fay. Be­
fore entering t h e s ervice Pfc.• Hutchens :was 
employed with the TVA. • He attended Con­
cord High School. 

Murray, Ky. 5 
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LT. C. C. HUGHES, son of Mrs. Mayme 
Hughes. Nelson, was killed in action -January 

• 7, 1943. He was :a bombardier in the A~y 
Air Corps and was stationed in the Pac~flc. 
He was a graduafe of Murray High Sch?ol 
and attendedM.S.-T.C. Lt . .Hughes was tr~in­
ed at Midland Te~., Maxwell Field, Ala., •and 
Di,.yton, Ohio.' All of the crew were reported· 
killed on the raid.j •• •. · - . . - ' . 

. 

~ - -- . ... . . .-

PFC. CARLIS C.· HURl', 33,· son of T)lad 
Hurt of .Michigan,· was killed .April 1, 1945, 
on Luzon. He was drafted from this county on 

. • December 28, 1942, a,nd went overseas Jan­
uary, 1944. He had one brother in service, 
Ocus Hurt. Pfc. Hurt had two sons Orlon,'. 15, 
and Kenneth, 11. . , 

SGT. HERSCHELL C. JOHNSON, 31, was 
killed October 7, 1944, in France. He had 
been overseas two years serving with ·the 
Coast -Artillery Corps. Sgt. Johnson was 
drafted from St. Louis, but attended Murray 
High School. A brother, Freeman, received 
the Silver Star for him. The award, a post­
humou$ honor,- was bestowed on direct re­
commendation from Maj . Gen. J. A. Ulio, 
Adjutant General, on April 21, 1945, at C~p 

. Campbell. He has -two brothers in the ser ­
vice, Truman and Richard . . 



CPL .. ROYCE E. JONES, i2, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Royce T. Jones, Hazel, volunteered 
June 10, 1940, at Paducah . . Attached to the 
Signal Corps he trained at Ft. McPherson, 
Ga., and-was sent overseas Novemb~r~ 194Z. 
On J'une 7, 1943, he was wounded by a C~r­
man mine ·inNorthAfrica and died June 27 of 
these wounds. Cpl:_ ·Jones was marr~ed to 

• Lorelle Henson Jones , Atlanta, Ga., and has· 
one brother, Charles H. Jones, S 1-c, in the 
service. . .. 

EARL KNIGHT, BM 2-c; 25, .. son.of Mr .. and . 
Mrs. B. L . Knight, Hazel, was killed in 1943 
in t:_::i Pacific. He was a ~ember of the 
Coas.tGuard, and was a member of the Civil­
ia;n Conservation Corps prior. to . hi.!:i volun­
teering· for service in April, 1940. He · re­
ceived his training at Grea~ Lakes, Ill., and 
has one brother in service, l. W. Knight. 

SEAMAN 1-c ORVILLE JOSEPH KUHN, 17-
y ::::c:.:·-old son of Mr. and Mrs ." Peter Kuhn, 
w_as fit_~t re:port_edmissing, andla.ter reported 
k11led 1n achon 1n the South A ~L.'::~E::: . Seaman 
Kuhn volunteered for the Navy September 18 
1941. He has three sisters in the service Lt' 
Alice Kuhn, Army Nurse Corps, Norma -j(uh~ 
a Nava1 Inspector, and ·cadef Nurse Carrie 
Kuhn, Speers Memor~~l Hos~ital. .. 

•I· f ••• • • 
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T -5 ELLIS CARTELLE LASSITER, ~7df s~t 
Lassiter of Win a • 

of Mr. and Mrs. Atmer . lane crash at 
Ind.' was killed in an Mair_p a California, 
Mather Field, Santa oni_~ ~ had been in 
A ugust 27, 1944. s·gt. Lass~de have r eceived 
the service 10 years. _He :-V0 u. October, 1944. 
his wings and comm1ss1onH\n h School, and 
He graduated from Almo . f in the ser­
had two brothers and two sis erLs 't r Ph 

t • Artelle ass1 e , • vice. They were a win, . illian 
M 1- S-Sgt Jermoe Lassiter, Lt. L 

• c, • c s Iva 
Lassiter Heller, Army Nurse orp ' 
Nell Lassiter Cage, S 2-c, Waves. 

PFC. TROY IVEL LEWIS, husband of Kath­
erine Washburn Lewis, and son of Henry 
Lewis, Dexter, Route 1, was killed April 1, 
1945, in Germany. He was wounded twice in 
December, 1944, while participating in the 

· Battle of the Bulge. Pfc . Lewis was drafted 
October 13, 1943, and received his training 
at Ft. Riley, Kansas ~nd Camp Campbell, 
and went overseas May, 1944. He was award­
ed two Purple Hearts. 

PVT. JAMES TALMADGE LOVETT, 21, son 
of ~r. and Mr~. ~red Lovett, Murray Route 
2, died of malaria in North Africa July 7, 1943. 
He was draft~d from this county October 14, 
1942, and trained at Camp C alibo rne L 
Pvt. Lovett went overseas January 194

1 

3 ~-
th A S

. , , 1n 
_e rmy 1gnal Corps, and was in the Tuni­

sian Campaign. 
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PVT. JOE L. LYLES, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Rollie Lyles of Route 1, Hardin, was killed 
in action in Germany on November 29, 1944. 
He entered the army April, 1943, and went 
overseas a few months later. 

LT. WILLIAM THOMAS McCAGE, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. W. F. McCage, Murray, was 
killed in action over Germany October 2, 1944. 
He had been in service four years and served 
overseas in Panama and England. .f:,.. pilot 
on a B-17 Flying Fortress, Lt. McCage was 
with the 3rd Bombardment Division of the 8th 
Army Air Force. He received the Air Medal 
with two oak leaf clusters, Presidential 
Citation, American Defense Medal, Ameri­
can Theater ribbon, and ETO ribbon. He 
was a graduate of Concord High School in 
the class of 1938, and was a student at M.S. T. 
C. before entering the service. 

S 1-c GORDON W. McCUISTON, 19, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe McCuiston, New Concord, 
was killed February 22, 1944, while serving 
in the Marshall Islands. He was drafted 
from this county October 1, 1943, and his 
boot training was received at Greak Lakes, 
Ill. He was transferred to Norfolk, Va., to 
begin his sea duty. Seaman McCuiston went 
overseas December, 1943. Prior to his in­
duction he was engaged in farming. He had 
three brothers in the service, Woodrow, 
Allen, and William. McCuiston was awarded 
the Purple Heart posthumously. 

I 
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SGT. NEWBERN McCULLAR1· ~7, husband 
of Mrs. Mary Edna Tarry McGu.llar, Murray, 
and son of Mrs. Alice McGul~ar, Rutherford, 
Tenn. ; was killed _in p.Ction in F ·rance, Jan­
uary 19, 1945. He. was dr~ted _from. t~is 
county August, 1943, and reee1ved his training 
in Oregon and Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo., be­
fore going overseas December, 1944. Sgt. 
McCuUar attended. M.S,T.C .. two -years and 
prior , to his inciuctfon he was engage~ in 
farming near Dexte-r.· He has one child, 
Beverly .Ann, 2. Sgt. McCullar was awarded 
the Combat Infantry Badge, Sharpshooter 
Badge, the ETO ribbon, a1'd, posthumously, 

• the Purple Heart .. 

PFC. GUY McDANIEL, 35, husband of Mrs. 
Alene . Caldwell McDaniel, and son of Mr. 
andM:rs. W. R. MeDaniel, Dexter, was killed 

i in action December 25, 1944, in Luxembourg. 
He wa:s~ drafted from this, county November 

. • 15, 1943, and went ovel'seas August., 1944. 
Pfc. McDanieltrained at Camp Shelby, Miss., 
and North Carolina.. He was in the Infantry 
a rifle.man, with General Patton's Third 

·Army.· At the time .of hi~ indu~tion, • he 
farmed. Pfc. McDq.nieI was award_ed the 
Sharpshooter's and.Expert Rifleman's Medals 
before going overseas . . . 

PFC. RAYMOND McDANIEL, son of Mr. 'and 
Mrs. W. W. McDaniel, formerly of Murray, 
now ~f ~eelerton,:- volunteered in July, 1944, 
from Ch1cago. He trained at Camp Wolters, 
Texas before going overseas in ·January, 1945. 
On June 5, 1945, he was killed in action on 
Mindanao Island. . Pfc.. McDaniel • attended 
Murray State Colleg_~ before entering ser­
vice. 



¥WWW -

SGT. JAMES F. McDOUGAL was draf~ed July 
28, 1942. He was trained in Texas, Louisiana, 
and Ca~ifornia with the Field Arti~lery. H~ 
was awarded t:tie Good Conduct·, . Expe tt 
Marksman and Drivers medals, He is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank McDougal, Murray 
Route .. 3. He was se:r:it to Indiantown Gag, Pa. 
and .while stationed there was injured in an 

• automobile accident April 29, 1943. From 
injuries he received, he died May 3, 1943. 
The body was returned to Murray and was 
buried in the Elm Grove cemetery. Before 
induction, he was engaged in defense work 
in Detroit. Pierce McDougal, F • 1-c, is his 

. brother. 

PFC . . JOHN HUGH MASON, 22, son of Luke 
.Mason,. Murray, was killed ·in action March 
24, 1944, in Germany. · He was a graduate of 

._ Murray High School, and prior to his induct­
ion, was a truck driver. Pfc. Mason entered 
the ~rmy in 1943 · and trained· in Texas. ! He 
was with Patton's Third Army. He had .one 
brother in service, Clevie Mason. : 

PFC. TOM MOFFITT, son of Mrs. Nona 
Moffitt, died on board ship February 20 , 1945. 
He had been wounded in action on December 
10 1944, and was being returned to the States . ' fo-r hospitalization when he died. He was 
drafted from this county. 

I 
{ . 
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PFC. · ··PRESTON NORMAN, son of Mr • . and 
Mr~. W'. A. Norman, Route 4, Murray, was 
killed i~ action February 3, 1944, and was 
drafted from Calloway ~arch. 1943. Pfc. 
Norman had· just recovered from another 
wound when he was ~illed. Before e~tering 
the service he worked on the C. & M . He 

• was awarded two : Purple Hearts. Pfc. Nor­
man· received Infantry training at F't .. Mc 
Clellan,. Ala., and served in Narth Africa 
and Italy. 

PVT. JAMES ORVAL OSBRON, .24 years of 
age, the son of Mr. a,nd Mrs. R. L. Osbron, 
New Concord, was drafted March, .1943. • He 
was placed in the Infantry, and tr.ained at 
Camp Polk, La., beiore going overseas June , 
1944. • He was killed in actioh October 24, 
1_944, in France. The Purple }ieart was 
awarded to his wife, Mrs. Neva Ferguson 
Osbron', posthumously. He has a daughter, 
Barbara Joan. • 

LT. JAMES KNIGHT PARKER, son of Mr. 
•.• and Mrs. Joe T . J::>arker, Murray, was killed 

November 8, 1942, somewhere in the Atlan­
tic. He was a graduate of Murray High School. 
He w~s .. in the Army Air Corps and graduated 

,. : .:· )4ay, .21~ 1942 as a pilot. He was first re -
ported missing, later, reportedkille'd in action. 
He has two broth~rs in the service. They 
are Russell Albert and Joe Tom. 



SGT. DARYL PARKS, U.S.M.C. , volunteered 
from this county in October, 1939. He was 
immediately sent to the Panama Canal Zone 
and stayed there three years and three 
months . On returning to the States he was 
stationed in Indiana. In December, 1943, 
Corporal Parks was again sent to Guam, 
then to Iwo Jima,· where he was seriously 
wounded in action February 25, He was 
hospitalized in Guam, Pearl Harbor, Oak­
land Calif,, then in the U. S. Naval Hospital 
in Memphis, Tenn. Corporal Parks is the 
son of Mr. Otto Parks, and stepson of Mrs. 
Eva Rose Parks, of Route 1, Mur·ray. His 
Purple Heart was sent to }j_s father because 
of the seriousness of his wounds, and he is 
also the owner of two campaign ribbons and 
two battle stars. He died from battle wounds 
in 1946 in a Memphis, Tenn,, hospital. 

CPL. JAMES RALPH PATE, 25, son of Mrs. 
Popie Pate, Murray., was killed on June 6, , 
1944, in France. He attended school at 
South Howard and Lynn Grove, and was en­
g_aged in farming until he volunteered for 
service in 1942. He was in the air-borne 
division and had been ever seas since July, 
1943. He was awarded the Purple Heart 
posthwnously. He had one brother in ser­
vice, Sgt. Nevis Pate. 

SECOND LT. HERMAN EDDIE ROBERTS, 
Jr. , born March 14, 1925, volunteered for the 
Air Corps at Memphis, Tenn., June 13, 1943. 
After training in camps at Keesler Field, 
Miss., University of·Minnesota, Santa Anna, 
California he graduated at Hondo, Texas and 
was assigned to a B-24 as navigator. He 
was on his 26th mission in Europe when he 
was reported missing November 26, 1944. A 
message from the War Department notified 
his father, Herman Eddie Roberts , Murray. 
that Lt. Robert's plane was last seen dis ­
abled over his target, and that there had been 
no evidence found. He was declared to have 
died November 27, 1944--two days after he 
was reported missing. He' was a graduate of 
Murray High School and was a student of 
Murray State College when he entered ser­
vice, 



PFC KEITH ROSS, 23, son of Mr. and~ 
Hardin Ross, Route l, Dexter, died in c:8

• 

many on February . 28, 1945. from Wouri~­
suffered in action. He .attended Faxon Iii : 
School. Prior to his induction from th1s 
county, August, 1942, Pfc. Ross was engaged 
in farming. He had been overseas with the 
Third Army more than a year, and has one 
brother, Robert, in service. : 

.. 
PVT. CHARLIE T. ROWLAND, 23, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charlie Rowland, Murr~y .Route 3, 
volunteered in the fall of 1939 and took his 
training in Tacoma, Wash. He served over­
seas in Australia ll nionths, and then in the 
Southwest Pacific area where he was killed 
in action January 16, 1943. Pvt. Rowland · :·was 
buried in Malay. He attended Utterback school 
and was in CCC two and one-half years be­
fore his induction. His honie was in Mon­
tana. 

SGMN, W. L. N. SIMPSON, 21, son of Mrs. 
FredGra~arn, Mallorytown, Ontario, Canada, 
grandson of Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Moody, 
Hazel, was killed August 15, 1944, in Nor­
mandy. He was a member of ·the Canadian 
Scottish Regiment. He joined the active 
service at the age of 16, and trained in the 
truck division in Canada for six months be­
fore going to England. 



SGT. IRL M .. SMITH, husband of Mrs. Ollis 
Smith, Mayfield, and son of Mrs. Flora 
Smith, Highland Park, Mich., w,as killed in 
action April 4, 1945, in Germany. He was 

• with the Ninth Army and, at the time of his 
death, was assigned to 378th· Infantry Re­
giment, 95th Division. He entered the Army 
September, 1943, and had been in the Euro­
pean Theater since August, 1944. 

S-SGT. DAVID EWING ST. JOHN,· . 24, · -son 
of Mr. andMrs. W. C. St. John, Murray, died 
October 23, 1943, in Herfordshire, England, 
after an injury while riding a bicycle. He is 
buried in Brookwood, England. S-Sgt. S.t. 
John graduated from Hazel High School and 
volunteered for the Army Air Corps April 
2L 1941, in Paducah and was trained at Jeff­
erson Barracks, Mo., and Columbus, Ohio. 
before being sent overseas August 9, 1943. 
He received a citation from General Arnold 
and the late President Roosevelt. 

\ 

., :. · 

CPL. CHESTER EMERY STAFFORD, ; 24, 
son of Mr. and Mrs .. Lawrence Staff9rd, 
Granite City. Ill., was drafted December 29, 
1942, He was reported missing in the North 
Africa Area November 26, 1943, but it was 
later learned that he gave his life when.his 
transport ship was torpedoed in the Mediter-

. ranean. Cpl. Staf~ord was formerly em­
ployed with the W. D. Sykes Saw Mill in 
Murray. He has three brothers in the- ser­
vice, Pfc. Porter Stafford, British Isles, 
Pvt. Harvey Stafford, in Europe, and Sgt. 
Hilton Stafford, missing in action since Dec­
ember 18, 1944. • 

Murray, Ky. 10 



SGT. HILTON STAFFORD, 20, son of Mr. 
and Mrs Lawrence Stafford, formerly of 
Murray, has been ·reported missing in action 
in Luxembourg since Deceml:>er 18, 1944. He 
has one brother, Chester Stafford who was 
killed in action Noyember, 1943. 

T-% RUFUS G. STUBBLEFIELD, Z-(, .son 0£ 
L. D. and Anna Stubblefield, Murray·, died 
September 19, 1944, iii' Espirit'it Santo,· New 
Hebrides. He was drafted from this county 
September, 1942, and took· his training at 
Ft. Benjamin,Harrison, Ft. Belvoir, ..-,a:, Cam.p 
Swift, · Texas, and went overseas December, 
1943. He served with the engineering division 
of the Third Army. Before enteri11g the ser­
vic-e, · he was employed with the T.V.A: He 
had one · brother in service, Pvt. Rayznond 
Stubblefield. 

• .I , 

.. . . . 

PVT. LELAND W. THOMPSON, 18, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Pete Thompson, formerly of . Hy­
mon, was killed in a jeep accident on A~gust 
30, 1942, while at Camp Forrest, Tenn. H; 
was a member of the National Guard before 
the war. 

Murray, Kv. . -l0a •• 
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PVT. VERNON THOMPSON, 18, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Pete Thompson, formerly of Hy­
mon, was killed in March, 1945, on Iwe, Jitna. 
A member of the Fifth Marine Division, he 
trained at San Diego, Calif. 1 and went over­
seas in September,_ 1944. 

PVT. LILBURN VAN HUIE, 27, . son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lilburn Huie, Route 1, Murray, was 
killedinactioninBelgium December 20, 1944. 
He wa~ first with the Infantry Field Artil~ery 
and was later transferred to the Parachute 
Infantry. ·Pvt. Huie was drafted from this 
county September, 1942 and left for · over­
seas duty June, 1944. He was employed in 
Detroit at the time of his induction, and was 
a graduate of Murray High School in the class 
of 1937. Pvt. Huie had three brothers in the 
service, Pfc. Rob Huie, Cpl. Harold Huie, and 
Sgt. Billie Joe Huie. 

PVT . . BILLIE RAY WALSTON, 18, son ol 
Mrs. Marie Walston, was killed Octo}?er 241 

1944, in the South Pacific Theater. HE 
• volunteered from this county February 10. 
1944. He was trained in California then sen· 
to Pearl Harbor. · Pvt. Walston was with th• 
heavy field artillery in the Marine Corps 
He attended Murray High School until thE 
time he went into the Marine Corps. He wai 
awarded two medals--the Rifle Range and 
Sharpshooter's badge, and the Good Conduc· 
ribbon. 

Murrav. Kv_ 1----~~---



PFC. EDWARD WEST, 28, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. F. West, Route 1, Almo, was 'killed 
November 10, 1944, in Holland. Dutch New J 
Guinea. He entered the service July 8, 1942, 
and trained at Camp Lee, Va., Camp Myers , 
Va. and Camp Burler, N. c:, and Hawaii be-
fore going further into the Pacific. Before I 
going 1nto the service he was a farmer and 
has one brother, Cpl. William C. West, in 
service. 

CPL. JOSEPH BROWN WILSON, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. C~lvin Wi.lson, Route 2, Hazel, was 
killed ·in action in Burma on March 9, 1945. 
He was drafted March, 1943, from ·-Evans­
ville, Ind. He trained at St. Pete-rs burg and 
Miami, Fla., and Chanute Field, :.ru: .. , ;Where 
he was graduated from the Army Ai.r ·Force 
technical training command. For several 
months he was with a ground · aviati9n crew 
based at Cohunbia, S; C. Cpl. Wilson volun­
teered for overseas duty September, 1943, and 
went to Myrtle Beach, S . C., for one week's 
overseas training. He left November, 1943, 
wnet to Brazil and India and was stationed 
in Burma as an aerial gunner on a B-25, 
Cpl. Wilson graduatep.from HazelHigh School 
in 1942 and was with Republic Aviation Cor­
poration in Evansville, Ind., before his ·in­
duction. 

PFC. MILBURN RAY WYRE, 21, husband of 
Eulala Lovins Wrye, Highland Park, Mich., 
and son of Mr. and Mrs. Hardin Wrye, Potter­
town, was killed on Saipan, July 12, 1944. 
He attended the Pottertown and McCuiston 
schools. Prior to his induction, Pfc. Wyre 
was a merchant in Pottertown; He had one 
brother in service, Floyd Richard. 

Murray, Ky. lla • 

. I 



PVT. s C BYERLY 
Everett B. 1 ' husband of Mrs. Ella Mae Byerly, and son of Mr. and Mrs. 
wh"l yer Y, Garden City Mich died as a result of wounds he received 1 e serving with th A ' ·' 

e rmed Forces in .France. He died August 27, 1944. 

SGT. EDWARD HOPPER f · was kil . . . , son o Mr; and Mrs . . A. P. Hopper, Jackson, Tenn., 
M l~d in action 1n North Africa on July 23, 1943. He volunteered from 
o:{~ay in July, 1941, and trained with the Army Air Corps at Will Rogers Field, 

a oma. Sgt. Hopper went overseas in May, 1942, as a bombardier on a plane, 
and was awarded the Air Medal, Purple Heart, and the Bronze Star with three 
oak leaf clusters. Sgt. Hopper had two brothers, Lt. Jamie R., and Sgt. A. 
Clyde Hopper, in the Army. 

• SGT. coo-.- JONES, son of Mrs. Victor Jones of Mayfield but formerly of this 
county, was reported killed in Germany on January 26, 1945. He was trained at 
Camp Maxe~•, Texas, and Camp Van Dorn, and served with the 1st Army. His 
wife is Mrs. Ruth Jones, who lives in ~ayfield. 

PFC. LEX LILLARD, JR., grandson of Mrs. Ella Moore, Dexter, Route 1, was 
drafted April 1, 1941. He was taken prisoner of the Japanese May 7, 1942, and 
was in the death march of Bataan. He died July 19, 1942. 

PFC. • HERMAN MAYNARD, 22, son of Mrs. Ethel Maynard, Benton, and Otis 
Maynard, Missouri, was drowned near- Miami Beach, Fla., November 27, 1944. 
He was drafted from Marshall County June 1943, but was formerly of this 
county and attended Concord High School. Pfc. Maynard went overseas September 
1943, and received the Purple Hea.rt, Good Conduct ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific Cam.;. 
paign ribbon and the Bronze Star. He had one brother in service, Pvt. Vernon 
C. Maynard. 

A. B. MOFFITT, Navy, brother of Tom Moffitt, who was killed in action, was 
stationed at Camp Peary, Va., before going to Hawaii. He is married to the for ­
mer Juanita Farmer of Hardin. He is the son of Mrs. Nona Moffitt, ·and he was 
wounded December 10, 1945, in Germany. 

TOM MOFFITT, son of Mrs. Nona Moffitt, trained at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, 
and Camp Livingston, La. Pfc. Moffitt went oyerseas in January, 1944. He was 
wounded December 10, 1945, in Germany, from which he died. 

PVT. ORVILLE YORK, 19, son of Mrs. Sophis York, Detroit, Mich. , was drafted 
in September, 1942. Pvt. York went overseas in July, 1944, and died from in­
juries received in France May 26, 1945, when he stepped on a bomb trap. Mrs. 
Coleman McKeel is his sister. 

Murray, Ky. lZ 
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WE PAY TRIBUTE 

Murray is proud to P!iY tribute to the many. men and women from Murr_ay' Kentucky 
who helped win our great victory in World War II all over the world--1n the Army, 
the Navy, the Marines, the Air Corps and in every branch of our Armed ~o~~es, . ' ; . . . 

JQ:..;. ".'"'. Adams 
Jack Alexander 
Eugene L. Alton 
David P. Alton 
Hugh Alton 
Hugh D. Alexander 
Thomas R. Armstrong 
Floyd C. Arnold 
Harlin Arnold 
Troy J. Ahart 
Harvard R. Austin 
Robert C. Anderson 
Henry C . Armstrong 
James R. Armstrong 
Thomas L. Armstrong 
James H. Armstrong 
Lester B. Anderson 
Samuel H. Anderson 
Sa.muel T. Anderson 
John B. Admas 

1 Lyle Armstrong, · J-r. · 
Paul L. Alexander 
Howard E. Armstrong 
B . C. Allbritten 
Eddie Allbritten 
James R. Allbritten 
Joe H. Allbritten 
John D. Ada:rr. s 
Wm. H. Adams 
Euel Atkins 
Vernon Atkins 
Fred U. Anderson 
Walter Anglen 
Ira B. Albritten 
Max Albritten 
Leon Albritten 
George Z. Adams 
Ben F . Adams 
Cody W. Adams 
Connie Lee Adams 
Hobert P. Adams 
Hugh B .1 Adams 
J. ·B. Adams 
Walter C . Adams 
Wm. H. Ada.ms 
James E. Ahart 
Elbe rt 0 , Alexander 
Jam.es M. Allbrs.tten 
Velvin .Allbritten 
Warren C. Allbritte~ 
Wm. R. Allbritten 

Fred D. Allen 
Rufus H. Anderson 
Jam~s B . Anderson 
Joe L. Alderson 
Samuel S. Adams 
Wilman H. Allen 
Wavy Atchison 
Hafford L. Adams 

Carter W. Bailey 
Elva Bailey 
Bedford Bailey 
Albert :Bazzel, Jr. 
Robert L . Bazzel 
James R. Bailey · 
Herbert B. Bailey, jr: 
Wm. A: Bailey 
J. B. Bailey 
Kenneth K. Bailey 
Frederick 0. Bailey 
Lorence A. Bailey • 
Rudy Bailey • • '. 
Har Ian Bagwell · -
Ronnie T. Baucum 
T'remon 0. Baucu:rn, Jr, . 

Carl W. Beale . 
Max Bea.ie • 
John P. Bea.ie 

• James B. Berry 
Jos.eph N. _Berry, ;~. 
W. M. Berry, ) 
J. B. Bell -
Thomas Bell , . ." ·;: 
Bernard BelJ . . . . 
Marvin E. Bell . . , 
Sidney M. B.erkley.1 

• John A.- Bennett • 
John H. Beavers 

. Linzy Boyd Bean 
Roy Beane .. . 
Hafford B. • Beane • • 
Howa:rd P. Belche ~ 
Rutherford Belcher 
t:J,rban L. Belcher 

. ~ James C. Bishop .. : 
Leamon Biaewell •. 
'Elmo Bidwell • .• 
Edgar 0. Billington 

William Basil 
Charles R. Baucum 
Charles J . Baugh: • 
ErFett Baz.ze·l1 

Conrad H. Billington 
N oal .R. Billington . 
Robert M :· Blalock : 

.. • • H~~ry _N: Bl.~loc~· : ; 
. J arn:es H .. Blalo·ck. .. -· 
Clifford .. Bla.loclt'° : .. 

Joe R, Bazzell 
Robert H. Barne:tt 
Bunas Barnett 
Marshall G. Baker 
John W. Baker 
Walter F. Baker 
Pat Baker 
Harley Barnett 
James R. Barnett 
Wm. L . Barnett 
Frank L. Baker 
Charles M. Baker 
G. W. Barnes 
Hubert C . Barnes 
Dan Bernard Banks 
Charles R. Beaman 
Wm. N, Beaman · 
Prentice W. Beaman 
Samuel f:I. Beaman 
Ewen M. Bea.ch 
Robert L. Beach 
J' oe Rob Beale 
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• Pat D. Blalock _ . '. .... . 
Dewey Blalock '.·: •• ·. , 
Chas. H. Blalock 
C linte s H . Black 
James 0 .. El.\_!cely 
R. B. Blakely 
Logan_G. Bland _ 
A . P. Bonner . . 
Elmo Bonner 
Stanley V. Bonner 
George T; Bonner 
J. T. Bonner 
Preston G. Bogge.ss· 
Richard E . Boggess 
Garvin N. Bourland 
Ben A. Boggess · 
Richard A. Boggess 
Cary H. Boggess . • 
Leslie C, Bogges·s 
Lexie Boggess 
R. W. Boggess 
Trellis E. Boggess 



Eugene G. Boyd 
James L. Boyd 
Lloyd E. Boyd 
Elmo L. Boyd 
Alma Boyd 
Orville E. Boyd 
Haliord Boyd 
George J. Boaz 
Male olm R. Boaz 
Roy R. Bolen 
Emmett Bowman 
Marjorie B. Jones 
Oveta Allen Bogard 
Calton L. Bowen 
Jesse W. Boren 
Herbert E. Boyle 
Carmel David Boyle 
James· 0. Boyle 
Daniel B. Boone 
Wm. 0 . Boone 
Wilson Bogard 
Ralph Bogard 
Troy W. Bogard 
Loma~ R. Bogard 
Harold ·E. Brandon 
Geraldine Brandon 
Hube rt Brandon 
Jesse W. Brandon 
Thos. N. Brandon, Jr. 
Robt. S. Brandon 
James W. Brandon 
James T. Brandon 
Perry·B. Brandon 
Wilford H. Brandon 
C. T. Brandon 
John Brandon 
Dewett Lane Brown 
Burnice F. Brown 
Malcolm F. Brown 
Clifton E. Brown 
Freeman Brown 
Samuel Brown 
Wm. H. Brown 
Ellison L. Brown 
James E. Brewer 
Charles D. Brewer 
J. C. Brewer 
R. Kenton Broach 
Charles F. · Broach 
Barber C. Broach 
Chas. H. Broach, Jr, 
Ray T. Broach 
Noble H. Bray 
Euel B . Bray 
Fred Lee Bray 
Wm. Cody Bray 
Joseph R. Brooks 

Clete W. Brooks 
Thomas M. Broach 
Porter Bramlett 
James C. Bratton 
Raymon E. Brittain 
Wm. Thos. Briggs 
Willie K. Bradshaw 
J. E. Bruce 
Roger C. Bradley 
James R. Bradley 
Casey Bryan 
Arthur B. Bracy 
J. D. Braddock 
Everett R. Bradford 
Ray Brownfield 
Ben A. Brumley 
Galon E. Burkeen 
Leamon A . Burkeen 
Marlin Burkeen 
Horner C. Burkeen 
James D. Burkeen 
J. W. Burkeen 
Oren D. Burkeen 
Robert H. Burkeen 
Rufe P. Burkeen 
J. B . Burkeen 
Asubnrn L. Burkeen 
William E. Burkeen 
Orvas L. Burkeen 
Alf red L . Burkeen 
Damon H. Burkeen 
Aaron M. Burkeen 
Emmett D. Burkeen 
David Burkeen, Jr. 
Paul W. Burkeen 
Solon G. Bucy . 
Willie L . Bucy . 
Thomas A. Bucy . 
Charlie W. Bucy 
Creston D. Bucy 
Kirby D. Bucy 
Frank H. Bue y 
Henry E. Bucy 
John L. Bucy 
Loyd L. Bucy 
Bruce H. Bucy 
Wm. E. Bucy 
Paul L. Burks 
Conrad W. Bucy 
Tilman L. Bucy 
Allen T. Bucy 
James B. Buchanan 
Carlton B. Buchanan 
Robt. G. Buchanan 
Lloyd Buchanan 
Robert Buchanan • 
Thomas C. Buchanan 

Albert V. Buchanan 
James B, Buchanan 
Jesse V. Buchanan 
James R. Burton 
John R. Burton 
John Q . Burton 
Robert Burton 
Fred Butterworth 
Joe S . Butterworth 
Carmon Butler 
Harmon Butler 
Thomas R. Burt 
Paul Butterworth 
HarryW. Buckner 
Wi1f o rd Brandon 
Lester Byers 
Cortez Byers 
Hollon Byars 
William Byrd 

Harry A . Cain 
Jack Cain 
Lurwin Cain 
Thomas R. Cable 
Marberry Cain 
Charles W. Caldwell 
Codie L. Caldwell 
James D. Caldwell 
Leon Caldwell . 
Richard A. Caldwell 
John D. Calhoon 
Wm. L . Calhoon 
Charles C. Cannon 
Chas. M . Callis 
Billie P. Camp 
Jesse J. Canady 
Herbert R. Cannon 
Iva L. Cage 
Otis W. Canter 
Thomas F. Caraway 
Robe rt L. Car Hon 
Edward 0. Carlton 
James A. Carlton 
Fray R. Carson 
Landon Carr 
Fred L. Carroll 
Hafford Lee Carroll 
James A. Carrol 
Tell us Carrol 
Pat I. Carson 
Joseph B. Carter 
Leslie E. Cathcart 
J eddie B. Cathey 
James N. Cathey 
Horace L. Cavitt 
John B. Cavitt 
Thomas Chambers 



Bertram B. Champion 
Freda L . Chambers 
James R. Chambers 
Edward 0. Chadwick 
Boyd Champion 
Lloyd F.' Champion 
William M. Champion 
Lenice M. Char::·_-:.c-.:c 
James H. Chaney 
Eugene S. Chaney 
James W. Charlton 
Oliver G. Cherry 
Otto W. Cheste r 
Wm. W . Childres 
H. B . Chrisman 
Henry T. Chrisman 
Reuben H. Chrisman 
James D. Christenberry 
Max H. Churchill 
Charles 0. Clark 
Dorris L . Clark 
Cecil Cleaver 

_Houston P . Clark 
Howell R. Clark 
James R. Clark 
James S. Clark 

• Lottie G. Grass 
Theron F. Clark 
Raymond H. Clayton 
James D. Clopfon 
James E. Coc:hran 
Paul W. Cochran: 
C Efton H. Cochran 
Robert W. Cochran 
Bobby G. Cochrum 
Frank R . Cochrum 
He rm.an C achrum 
T2.z L. Cochrum 
Codie G. C oclirmn 
Wilbur C. Clouser 
Joe N. Cohoon 
Billy E. Cohoon 
Tames L. Cohoo'n 
Otis D. Gohoon 
/ernon L. Cohoon 
Thomas G. Cohoon 
Charles Coklow 
Dilly Joe Colburn 
}eorge W. Colburn, Jr. 
~ ra.nklin Cole 
Harold A. Colburn 
lere~sa Colburn 
Iollana G. E;ole 

r~o~ille, S. Cole 
. Go'lei 
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Robert Edw. Coleman 
Eugene H. Coleman 
Winston R. Coleman 
Zelna 0. Collins 
James E. Collie 
Edward T. Collins 
James Coleman 
Pat 0. Coleman • 
James P. Collins 
Lewis M. Collins 
Cletus S . Colson 
Edgar E. Colson 
L:,ogene C ols~:,n 
J. · B. Colson • 
Ralph N. Colson· 
Roy M . Colson 
Willie F. Colson 
Rudolph Colson 
Wm. Joe Colson 
Wm. Robt. Colson 
E. E . Colston 
W. 0. Conner • • • • 
Bernard D. Compton 

• James Compton . 
Loyd Compton 
R. D. C omp'ton; 
Aubrey B. C qok 
Claudie W. €oak · 
Coy Lee Cook' 
Framk Cook 
Ha.ffo Pd C ooi 
James ff. Gook 
Oliver B. Cools ! . • ·- •• 

Wm. H. Co'8k • • :•'-
. Fredi Coop~r 

Jiame s R. C oope l'! 
Herman R. ~ oopet ; 
Julius Cooper 
R. L. C oop~·r 
Hewlett Cooper 
Joe R. Cooper 
James B. Caoper 
Gaylon Cope 
James D. Cope 
Joe Edd Cope 
Robe rt 0. C.ope 
Cl~ y Copeland 
Oscar Corbin, Jr. 
Palmer B. Corn 
Wilmot S . Cothran 
Freed Cotham 
Rudell Coursey 
Hal B. Coyle 
Loys H. Coyle 
Ganley Eugene Crass 
Robert Ross Craig 
JtosepH T. C l"as s 
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Donald N. Crawford 
Fred M. Crawford 
Ben W. Crawford 
Jean G. Crawford 
John K. Craw ford • 
Pat Crawford • 
Virginia F . Crawford _ 
Ronald Crouch • • ' ' 

. Ophas Grouch 
Lavern Crouse 
Ralph Crouch . 
Broadus Creekmur· 
Claybur~ Crick 
Alben B. Culp . 
Myr.en Gulp . 
Palmer Culpepper : . 
Thomas B. Culpepper 
Richal"d R. Cullom . . 
Wils9n ·H. Culver 
Orbie Culve·r, Jr. 
Paul Culver • 
Norma11 Culpepper . 
Alir~d E:. Cunningham 
Erie D. G"unningh~ .: 
Lloyd Cunningham . '. 
Mikliell Cunninglia~ • 
OHs H. Cunningham 

• Pauf_ €uhningham.·_ - • 
R . J. Cunningham . _ 

. Robt. h. Cun:ningham 
©leon Gunningnam· .... 
Ha:roUl Cunningha,m : . 
James Cunningh~ . . 
James ·F~ Cunn,ingliam .· 
Lester C.wuringharn. . , 
Wm. B. Cunningham 
Loraine Cunningham 
Roy J. Cunningham . • 
W. A. Cunningham . . •. -
Willie R . . qunningham 
Garvin N. Curd 
Phil Cutchi11 
Stanfill Cutchin 

Claud Darnell • 
Euclid Darnell 
Homer G . Da r nell 
James Lee Darnell 
James H. Darnell 
Ralph D. Dar-nell 
Stanley Darnell 
Codie Lee Darnell 
Willie Darnell 
Willis H. Daniel 
Dolphus _Denham 
Oscar 0. Denham 
John R. Davis 
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Otis A. Davis 

Van Bogard Dunn .Tim.mie Denham Cleatus L. Dunn 
James W. Erwin 

Earl R. DeArmond 
Felix H. Dunn 

J. B. Erwin 
EL·is Lee Dick Joe T . Erwin 
Herbert J. Dick Forrest Gray Dunn Leo A. Erwin 
Milton L. Dick Lester L. Dunn Otis H. Erwin 
Vernon V. Dick Wilford Dunn Buren F. Erwin 
Byron Dill Milburn Dunn Aubrey Evans 
Willard R. Dill 

Orin Dunn Orval R. Evans 

Lymon L. Dixon 
Riley W. Dunn Brent Evans 

Deric B. Dodd 
John W. Dunn Wm. R. Evans 

Golden Dillard 
Elbe rt P. Dunn Raymon M. Evitts 
Wm. E. Dunn 

Prentice E. Dixon Alvin B. Dunn 
James R. Eyer 

James E. Diuguid 
Otto M. Erwin 

Wm. B. Diuguid 
Brownie Dyer Taz W. Ezell 

Clatus W. Dodd 
Ewell W. Dyer Randall Griff in 

Cecil W. Dodds 
Wilbur Dyer Doris E. Ezell 

John W . Dodds Brice C . Edwards 
Estelle F. F. Ezell 

Vernon Gene Dodd Bura M. Edwards James Thos. Fain 
Arch A. Doherty Eris 0 . Edwards William Fair 
James R. Donelson J. C. Edwards Chesley C. Fairris, Jr. 
Hubert Donaldson Lynn S. Edwards James L. Fairris 
Wm. C. Donelson Eurin F. Edwards Daniel K. Fain 
Harold G. Doran J. R. Edwards Ralph A. Fair 
Lester C . Donelson Mason D. Edwards Burnett K. Farley 
Patrick McD. Dooley Ovid Edwards John R. Falwell 
Howell C. Doores Thos. B .. Edw9-rds Harold 0. Farley 
Henry A. Doran G. W. Edmonds Thomas Farley 
Thos. C. Doran Cecil W. Eldridge Robert Farley 
Harold Dorfman Chas. L. Elc.ridge Willie J . Farley 
David T. Douglas Charles B. Elkins 0. B. Farley 
Leslie F. Douglass Andy C. Elkins Harmon D. Farmer 
William H. Douglas Edgar H. Elkins Kenneth D. Farley 
Wm. Thos. Downs Edwin R. Elkins Charles V. Farmer, Jr. 
Lala Dowdy Ernest V. Elkins Edd W. Farmer 
Rexie Dowdy Lonnie Elkins James Robt. Farris 
Richard Lee Dowdy Martin W. Elkins Will F. Farmer 
Lonie C. Downing Melvin L. Elkins Fonzo Farmer 
Ro be rt R. Downs Rainey M. Elkins Asher W. Farris 
Ortis G. Drinkard Thos. L. Elkins Charles W. Farris 

Paul L. Drinkard W. C. Elkins Clyde M. Farris 

George Edw. Drye Wm. A. Elkins Homer L. Fairris 

Christian F. Dubia John H. Elliott Henry N. Farris 

Wm. Ralph Duke Samuel O. Elliott Charles Farrell, Jr. 

Donald L. Dulaney Frank R. Ellis James L. F airris 

Gene L . Dulaney Harvey Ellis Prentice Farris 

Willie Dwnas Herman K. Ellis Richard P. Farris 

Carlos D. Dunaway Leslie H. Ellis Virgil L . Farris 

Clarence Duncan Robert H. Ellis Wildie G. Farris 

Alfred R . Duncan Ben K. Ellison Wm. H. Farris 

James Edw. Duncan R. L. Ellison Winfred Farris 

Max Daniel Duncan Wm. D. Ervin Geo. W. Faughn 

Rudy I. Duncan James R. Emerson Ernest E. Farrow 

A;_ Wm. B. Duncan Joe Edd Emerson Harry J . Fenton, Jr. 

J. C . Dunn Allen T. Ervin Thomas Fenton 

J. G. Dunn Carlos C. Erwin Carlos M. Ferguson 

s Earl A. Dunn Charles R. Ei:win • Ralph Edw. Ferguson 
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Robert J.£_ Ferguson Arthur C. Garland K,enneth A. Grogan 
Robert H. F erguson James E. Garland William P. Grubbs 
Carl Ferrara John Eurie Garland James M. Grugett 
James A. Fielder Leon C. Garland Charles C. Grugett 
Orvis W. Fielder Hafton C. Garner Walter G. Grugett 
Robert R. Fielder Paul D. Garner Dell Guier • 
Garvin Finney E . L. Garrett Barney Guier 

I Ralph V. Finney Deliase F. Garrison Hilson Guier 
Edison D. Fisher Hubert B. Garrison Morris Guier 
Edward E. Fitts Robe rt R. Garrison Quinton Gunter 
Tellus S. Fitts Clifford Garrison Wayne E. Gupton I Isaac E. Ford R. B. George Chas. H. Guthrie 
Beauton Fitts James L. Geurin Fred B. Guthrie • 
L. D. Flora M. C. Geurin, Jr. . Hugh S. Guthrie .. 

I Wayne Flora Otis McCoy Geurin Ortis Guthrie 
Hugh W. Foster Preston A. Geurin Thomas W. Gutlirie· 
Narle F . Forster Clifton Gibbs 
Amos W. Foster Harold Gibbs Robe rt W. Hahs I Lee Warren Fox Max. H. Gibbs Arthur J. Hale 
Joe H. France Pat Eugene Gilbert Charles B. Hale 
James W. Freeland Benjamin F. Gibson Charles E. Hale 
Mahlon D. Frizz ell Harold Gil be rt Coy Hale 
Vernon Fulcher Romval P . Giles Clyde Bell Hale 
Clayton Fulton Pat B. Gingles . Eubert G. Hale · 
J . V. Fulton Pat M. Gingles Hilton L. Hale 
Will is N. Fult_on R. L. Gingles Hollis F. ·Hale -
Henry M. Fulton, Jr. Richard P . Gholson Hugh B. Hale ' 
Hugh Grey Fuqua Robert G. Gingles James H. Hale 
B. D. Fuqua Henry M. Glasgow Olna Buff Hale 
Fred G. Furchess Freeman T. Glass Robert J. Hale 
Harry T. Furches Flavil W. Glass Solon G. • Hale 
A;rvely T. Furchess Charles Glover Paul E.. Haley 
Lynn D. Furgerson Ralph Glover Ai-chfe R. Hall 
Victory Furcillo Millard T. Gooch Lake Earlyha.11 

. Cottlan Futrell Thomas ~- Gordan Clayton P. Hall 
Jay Futrell, Jr. Jos. Wm. Gore Dewey Hall 
John M. Futrell Ralph W. Goodwin Ollie C. Hall 
Ora J. Futrell · Samuel A. Goodman John T. Hamlin 
Woodrow Futrell Ryan _Graham • Ot.½.o, B . Hall 
Lloyd H. Futrell Gaylen E. Grant Starkie W. Hall 
Wm. V. Futrell Mural L. Gregory J. D. Hamilton ,· } 

Carmon W. Graham Richarld A. Hamlin 
Jimmie Gaines Gene S. Graham Richard R . Hamlin 
Alvah Galloway George Green Joe T. Hamlin 
James B . Galloway Jean I. Green Jack Hamrick 
Billie N. Galloway John T. Green Alfred Haneline 
Billie M . Galloway Wm. P . Greene Harry G. Hane line 
John D. Galloway Edwin W. Greenfield Wm. L. Haneline 
Taz Galloway Herman W. Greenlea Riley E. Haneline 
Thos. M. Gantt Johnson L. Griffin Harry F, Haneline 
Wilson Gantt Ben Gro6nn Woodrow Handord ' 
Guy W. Gardner Bobbie R . Grogan Haldon C . Hanley 
Hill Gardner Charles C . Grogan James H. Hanley • 
Wm. J. Gargus Donni(;! B. Grubbs James R . Harding 
Alton Garland Dannye C. Grogan Buell P. Hargis 
J oseph D. Garland Harold G. Grogan James L . Hargis 
Audrey R . Garland James H. Grogan Sarah Hargis . • 
He~y C. Garland, Jr. Joe I. Grogan Dorris M. Harmon 
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Roy A . Harmon Joseph W. Hill 
Nat R. Hughes John H .. Harper George W. Hindman Sandy 0 . Harmon Collie Hill Albert B. -li.ughes 

_James C ... Hart J~mes· C. Hill Al ton P. -Hughes 
Halford S.- Hart Claude W : Hill 

Herbert Hughes 
Lathen L. }:lart 

Arlie Don Hodges 
James F , Hughes 

Price. A. Hart Thomas Jr. Hughes 
Scottie C .. Ha rt 

Glen C. Hodges Bun H. Hughes 

Edgar A. H,p·rell 
Marvin H. Hodges liilton C. Hughes 

James G . . Harrell 
Thomas J. Hodges Jos. W. Hughes 
Robert H. Hoffman Duell. T. Hum_phreys Jesse C. Harr~ll Carl Hoke - Geo. B. Humph.ries James E : -Harris Samuel Holcomb 

Franklin ·Harris Garland W. Hqnter 
Geo. W. ·Hoiland Gus L . Hurt 

Pat L. Harrell · Mildred E. Holland John J . H~tehens 
Hugh L.-. Harris Henry Holto·n Joe R. Hu,mp4reys 
F rank~in· B_.-Harris Oliver G, Hood Chas. H . HWQ.phrey-? 

• Thomas.F :, F;;trmer Richard H. Hood Winslow Humphreys 
Isaac ~- Hards • Charles ~- Hopki~~ Dan C . Hutson 
Lowell. H : . Harris Glen Hopkins Orvin H. Hutson 
Marvhi c·. Harri's Harold V . Hopkii:>:~ James E . Hut son 

-Robert F. Harris Hers~e Hopkins · ' Loyd D. Hurt 
Thomas -E. Hatcher Joe Dee Hopkins_ John T. Hutchens 
Wm. Otis Jfatcher-_ - Miller J. Hopkins_ Olive F. Hutchens 
Curtis_ B. - Hays - Robert H. Hopkins_. Robert H. Hutchens· 
Caswell_ ~ayes James B. Hopkins 
Wm. Parker Hays Tass ·Hopson Kar 1 W. I rva;n 
Wm. A. ~arri?on ~ Aaron -CJyde Hopper_ Robe rt E. Irvan 
Walker G~ Harrison J~ines R: Hooper_ John Thomas Irv~ 
Kenneth D. Hawks : - Je:s-se w~· Horton · J. B ; Irvan 
Clarence y,I . . Heath H.·· r. Hosick Wade James Irvin 
James Edw. Heath Billie M. ·Housden Charles H. Irvin 
Leland F .. Hendon · . L:omax Lee ·Housd~n Harlan K. Inglis 

Allen Henry, Jr .. :- .- Charles R.~ Hous"den Richard Imes : 

George W.- Henry Orvley Edw. Housden 

Irvan H . Hendon .- Al-f red E." Houston · Glen J. Jackson 

Edw. Lamar Hendon Buel "Houston .. J. F. Jackson 

P e rry Hendon _..:, Cec-il Houston Joe Jackson 

Bill Ed Hendon Charles B. Houfton . Hubert Jackson · 

Ro be rt Hendon . Hal Edw. Houston Kenneth Jackson 

Milton Henry Fred Houston Joe R. Jackson 

James F. Henson Joe Rob Houston Truman Leo Jackson .. Leon S. Heniy John D. _Houston Simon Jacobs . . 
Thomas G. Houston Charles T. James Boyd 0.- Herndon 

~ 
Hallie L .. Heller Wm. H. Houston Cordis F. James 

Edis on H~ rndon • • Zane H. Vaughn Edwin James 

~l James A. Herndon Charles N. Howard Ralph S . James 

James ·W. Herndon Thomas H9ward • Rubin K. James 

Quitman Her~don . Walter R. Howard Wm. M . James 
Wm. T. Howard Buel H. Jetton 

J Thomas Herndon Haley Hudepeth Charles A. Johnson Clarence Herndon · 
Arthur D.- Hickok 

Loyd Hudspeth. Buren Dale Johnson 
Wm. M. Hudspeth Chas. N. Johnson • 

~;r • Joseph D. Hicks • Billy· Joe Huie Cuterbert G. Johnson 
Vanifee Hicks • Harold Huie Harley H. Johnson 
William H: Hicks Robert W. Huie Warren W. Johnson 
Everard R. Hicks Joe E. Hughe·s Ralph P. Johnson 
.Amos Hill • MUlr~ell B . Hucrhe s John W. Johnson 



John Edd Johnson 
Mayrelle J ohnson 
Ervin G. Johnson 
Robert C . Johnson 
Dan K. Johnston 
Con rad H. Jones 
Coy Jones 
Edgar Loyd Jones. 
Charles Jones, Jr. 
Alvin Edw. Jones 
Charles H. J ones 
Elmer S. Jones 
Charlie E. Jones· 
Charles Jones 
Cantrell Jone.s 
James D. Jones 
Basil L. Jones 
C. W. -Jo·nes 
Edward Jones 
Elias W. Jones 
Elizabeth Jones 
Euin D. Jones 
Ernest Jones 
George Edw. Jones 
Henry Lee Jones 
He r bert C. Jones 
Joe Clifford Jones 
James U. Jones 
Richard E. Jones 
Garnett H. Jones 
Paul D. Jones 
Lymon A . Jones 
G. B. Jones. 
Roger W. Jones 
Sam Bruce Jones 
Talmage P. Jones 
Samuel C . Jones 
T. P. Jones 
Robert 0. Jones 
Thos. R. Jones, Jr. 
T. R. Jones • • 
Truman E. Jones 
Wm. E. Jones 
Hubert C. Jones 
Wm. P. Jones 
Wavil Joseph 
Willie Joseph 
Robert V. ;Tones 
Jack Jones 
J'as.eph R. Jones 
James Xones 
Thomas C. Japes 
'F1ic, & B. l Xl~ 

Keys Keel 
Willia F. Keel 
Fred B. Keel 
James R. Kee 
Robert L . Kelley 
W. D. Kelley 
Glen S. Kelso 
Saluel Lee Kelley 
Hugh P. Kelso 
Hardy E. Kelso 
Ford P. Kemp 
J .C. Kemp 
Carl Kendall 
Graves W. Kenley 
Jack B. Kennedy 
Hastings Kenney 
Robt. H. Kelso 
Bonell Key 
Henry J . Key 
Calvin C . Key 
Ortis Haney Key 
Lowell Key 
Troy E. Key 
Wallace Key 
James E. Kimbro 
Jonathan D. Kimbro 
0 . C. Kimbro 
Raymond L . Kimbro 
Lona M. King . ., 
Nowata King , 
Ryan King • 
Wayne D. King. 
A. C'. King . 
Wm .. M. King, Jr. 
T. J. Kirks 
Wm. King, Jr .. 
Edward F . Kirk . 
. .Alvin H. Kopperud 
Ray W. Kuykendall · 
Joe M. Knight 
Hasse'! L. Kuykendall 
Alice K, Kuhn 
J . W. Knight 

'Jimmy LaFever 
J . C. Lamb 
James C . Lamb 
Joe Pat Lamb 
Connie D. Lamb 
Charles A. Lamb 
Cbarles P. Lamb 
Morris E. Lamb 
George Lamb 
Curtis G. Lamb 
Ivan B. Lam-s 
Qdell LlUnb 

Ji ~s l!:.amb 

... 

Dewey Lampkins 
Frank R. Lancaster 
Joe B. Lascaster 
Rufus D. L ashlee 
Charlie L. Lassiter 
Richard T. Lassiter 
Wm. D. Lassiter 
Dan Lassiter 
Glenn B. Lassiter 
James D. Lassiter 
James M .. Lassiter 
James P. Lassiter 
J ohn T. Lassiter . 
Jerome H . Lassiter 
Robert Lassiter 
Parvin Lassiter 
Chas. A. Lassiter 
Will Ed Lassiter . 
Nona A. Lassiter 
Fred B. Lassiter 
Prentice L . Lassiter 
Carl W. Lawrence 
Edwin B. Lawrence 
Paul Lawrence 
Will Ted Lawson 
Edgar H. Lax, Jr. 
Franklin L. Lax 
John E. Lax 
Thomas D. Lax 
Will M. Lattimer 
Jimmie Laycox 

• Henry E. Lee 
W. D. Lee .. 
Wilburn L . Lee 
Toy Lee Lenning 
Roy F . Leslie 
Harry Lester • 
Raymond W. Lewis 
Bill Linn 
Clyde G. Linn 
William C . Linn 
Boyd W. Linn 
E veretts B. Linn 
L . C. Linn 
Keys Lindsey 
Joe B . Littleton 
Billie Lipford 
Virgil C. Lockhart 
Thomas D. Lovett 
Arlie D. Lovier 
Joe T, Lovett 
John D. Lovett 
Norman R. Lovins 
Wells T. Lovett 
Herman Lovins 
Rainey G. Lovins 
Euel F. Lockhart 
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Hillman Lee Lyons 

Kenneth R. Manning 
Brent Manning 
'Willis J. Manning 
Lewrence Manning 
Benny Maddox 
James Carl Mahan 
Wm. T. Majors 
Mavis C. Mardis 
Herbert A. Mardis 
Wm. Harvey Mardis 
Burgess C. Marine 
Charles H ." Marine 
A.H. Marine 
Harmon L. Marine 
Wilson S. Marine 
Howard Marine 
Warren G. Marine 
Carl Marine 
Porter Ma.rtin 
H. L. Harshall 
Clarence A. Martin 
• John A. Martin 
Thomas E . Martin 
Charles Martin 
Raymond Martin 
Clea vie ·Mason 
Loyd D. Mason 
Robert Martin 

'Richard Mason 
Hal Mathis 
Rex Mason 

_ Labron B . Massey 
Irvi ng N. Mastera 
Pauls Mathis 
Grover C. Maupin 
Jesse C . Maupin 
Wm. F . Maupin 
John J.,..ynn Mayer 
James I. Mayfield 
Jacob M. M :-=o/'er 
.Tames A . Mayer 
Ruperl G .. Maynard 
Vernon Maynard 
Robert Melugin 

. Hubell't D . Melton 
• William P. Mellen 
Maynard E. Melto~ 
Raymond Earl Melton . 
Warren G. Melton 
Dan Jr. Merrell 

. George H. Merrell 
J:. -T. Merrell 
WD'I. A. Merrell . 
Ben Keys Miller 
,George C . Miller 

Henry G. Miller 
Hugh F. Miller 
Max Miller 
Charles C. Miller 
Edwin 0. M'iller 
Gilbert A. Miller 
Charles E . Mille r 
J eme s H. Miller 
Parvin L. Miller 
Joe H. Miller 
Hubert V. Miller · 
Jack Miller 
Clifford A. Mille r 
Edgar L. Miller 
James 0. Mille r 
Leonard Miller 
James Rupert Miller 
Jay L.' Miller 
J O e Tipton Miller 
L. D. Miller 
Otis R. Miller 
Robert 0. Miller 
William H. Miller 
Robert R. Miller 
Sam Miller 
John Tom Miller 
Wm. C. Miller 
Geraldine Miller 
James T. Mitchell 
Clyde M . Mitchell 
James C. Mitchell 
Lanis Mitchell 
Melton D. Mitchell 
Frank Moffitt 
Tom Moffitt -
A. B. Moffitt 
Thomas F . Moffitt 
Ray Mofield 
.t..Hshe H. Mohundro 
Gene D. Mohundro 
Frank M . Montgomery 
Jos. P. Montgomery 
Robert.D. Montgomery 
Lee B. Moody 
Damon D. Moore 
Eugene P. Moore 
Edgar B. Morgan 
Chester D. Morris 
Joe B. Moore 
Ralph D. Morgan 
Charles H. Morris 
Doyce H. Morris 
Edward M. Morris 
Elmus Morris 
Gervis Morris 
Go,ldie J . Morris 
Harold W. Morris 
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Henry B. Morris 
Kenneth P. Morris 
James M . Morris 
Hoy Morrison 
Mur nice E. Morris 
Roy Linn Morris 
Samuel K. Mor ris 
Thurman C . Morrison 
James C. Morton 
James Robt. Mortoh 
Joe S. Morton 
Harry S. Morton 
Charles K. Mott 
J. C. Murdock 
Wm. Max Murdock 
Wm. N . Murdock 
H.' D. Murrell 
Jeff Davis Murphy 
Joseph F . Murphy 
Adolphus Myers 
Boyd Myers 
Coleman P. Myers 
Fred Hicks Myers 
James Erwin Mye..rs 
Johnnie L. Myers . 
Covel W. Myers 
William T . Myers 
Hafford Myers . 
James D. Myers .. -
Rex H. Myers 
Jesse F . McCage 
He r man Buel McC allori 
Charles B . McClain 
James D. McClure 
Mason McClure 
Orville McClure 
James E. McClain • 
John MacLean 
W. T. McClure 
Charles McClure 
Edward McClure 
Cassie W. McClur e 
Clarence 0. McClure 
Glen M. McClure 
Gilmer Kermit 
N. Gray son McC lu r e 
Allen D. McCoy 
David H. McConnell 
John J . McCuiston 
Allen F. McCuiston 
Barber G. McCuiston 
Joe P. McCuiston 
Allen McCuiston 
Joseph W. McCuiston 
Macon McCuiston 
Prentice T. McCuiston 
Raymond M. McCuiston 
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Trellis P. McCuiston 
W. B. McCuiston 
Tr.ernan C. McCuiston 
Treamon D. McCuiston 
W. D. McCuiston 
Robert F. McCuiston 
Charlie B. McCuiston 
Ralph B . McCuiston 
Wm. R. McGuiston 
Wm. Giy McGuiston 
James E. McDaniel 
Pierce McDougal 
Terry M. McDougal 
Loman C. McDougal 
Rudy Lee McDougal 
Robert W. McElrath· 
Jesse J. McGehee 
Gar los E. McKinney­
Jesse B. McKinney 
Elbert G. McKinney 
Glen C. McKinney 
James McKinney . . 
Lloyd McKinn~y . 
Sidney.J. McKee . 
Wildy C. McKee! 
Clayton Mc.Kenzie 
Floyd McKenzie . 
John E. McMi1len 
Edward B. McNabb . • 
Leland S. McNabb 
Wade McNabb . • _. .. : 
John H; McNeely. 
Leonard.. A. Mc Nutt · 
Willard H. McNutt 
Tellus McNutt 
Orvis D. McReynolds 
Floyd McNutt • 
Jesse J. McNutt 
Elwood McReynolds 

John C. Nanney 
James A. Nanney 
Earl Nanney 
Lester Nanney 
David Nanney 
Ceatus F. Nanney 
Everett Nanney 
James L . Nanney 
Edward S. Nance 
John A. Nance 
James D. Nance 
kendon S. Nance 
Elbert G: Neal~ 
Gaston O. Neal 
James ~- Nelson 
'W. . ;)f elson • 

os. Nesbitt 

Richard P. Nesbitt . 
Hubert L. Newberry 
Dalton Noblit • 
E. L. Noel, ,Jr. . ''. 
James F. Nqtwood 
James R. Nix . 
Chas. B. Nor~worthy 
Reldon M. Norsworthy 
Roy H. Norsworthy 

Ernest H . -Oakley 
Max P. Oliver . • 
William H. Oliver . 
Charles H. _Ogden 
Hallie L . Oliver 
John H .. Oliver -·· ·. 
Preston Ordway -.. 
Dewey B.eal Orr 
Ewell H. Orr 
Elisha Thos. • Orr 
Leon Orr , 
Preston 0r·r , . 
Orvis M. Orr ... , • 
Richard E . Orr . · . . · 
A. C. 0 rr · · .. . ·, -
George ~ - OsbrQ~ . 
Ralph S. Osborne,.· Jr. 
Rudqlph D. Osborn· 
Felis· Ha.raid Oj;ey •• 
Calvin F, Outland : . 
Cecil Outland • • 
D. V .. Outla~d. 
Chas.. C . Outland 
Coley 'R.; '.out.land 
C. W. Loyd Outland • 
Finis B. Outland . • 
Stanley P. Outla~d 
J ame·s H. Outland 
Jame P . Outland 
J. B. Outland 
J. D. Outland 
JiL.-;.1an H. Outland 
John E. Outland 
John H. Outland 
Joe Beale Outland 
Joe B. H . Outland 
Milton C . Outland 
Palmer Outland 
Robert B . Outland 
Oran ou tland 
Raymond-L. Outla~d 
L. E. Outland 
Jos .. N. Outland 
Lowe·ry Lee Outland 
Purdom J. Outland •• 
Rufus Chas, · Outland·.' 
Rufus G. Outland .• 

• • • !., ', 
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Rupert· H. Outland 
W. T. Outland 
Homer ·Outland _ -, 
·Wm. C .• Outland,. •·-' 
W. D .:,0utland :.:'.1

; • 

Carlton M. ·,0utland.1 
Ja:rp.es 0. -Overby.1 : .. •. 
P11:entice 0ve·rbey , •.: 
Wells .0v~-roey-. .. ' · 
John Lee 0ve.rcz,as.t : ~­
George, ·E, 0ver,by.· • /. 
Jam.es M, ,0vercast1 ' 
W~J.l Owen ~; -~.,. -··t,. :~, 1

_; . 

Gina. t~ S'"- O.we:n•• • •, :i ;] 

Milton~-, Owens ;,-; .J,. :. 
.• I .,. J • t :...•r• , ... : •! ')1_ ,. 

Ha.zel V:.,-.P,ace1;,-:,s••.1· .. ,: 
Noel E _ Pac~ ., • .: . . .,..,.}-; 
Elbert L. ;P~e :,·~ .. •: ,'J•r­
J. D., Pace • .... ,; : ~ ~ :. :.; 
Joe Ed Pace,: ... ,. · ... . 
L. D. Pa:c~.·; •-·:·;· . -~· ., t~· 
Willar~ ;T .; P~c;e .. ; : : ~; 
Bobby Pac_km.a:n. -1 .• ,_, ~. 

John G ~ ~adgetj;, ,- ,:,:J. _ _.. 

Henry -~aJme.r .. --~. -~ ,~ ::. 
Baron . . Palm.ex- .; :- · 
Tom s ~--~_apg~#.· · r,'. 1~~) · 

Curtis R. Palmer .. . ,. : • 
Thomas H .' Paln,.~;i:; .,.;_ 

. Marjorie i.: Pahn.q~ist 
Castle E. Pa~k~.~-:" i ;:~ 
James F, I,?arl;te_.r .,. -,.;·! 
Dalton D . . Pa:i-ke :r. , " ! D . . .. ,- ,.-

ewey H. P~1:ke:,;_., :_ ., -:; l 
Groover A .. Parke.r, ·\•:. 
Jack Parkir -· .'., _·,.~:,', . ,-·~ 
James H. Pa;~e:i; . :.,·-, ; 
James P , Parke,r .. : .. :\:· 
James _W. Pa.rke:r~·;: _'.~ 
J 1 T . .• . ·" 1 • • oe .. Parker .. ..... , 
John Parker ·,.:/ t<~:: J w . . . . - .... . 

os. m. Parl;te:r, .-· ·• , 
Noble L. 'Park~J;.'.. • ' . • 
Olis P . Parke·; .. _' :·: ';, . • 
Paul G. P~rker • .• ·' ", ·: 
Russell .A: 'pa.rke·~- ·•. :;·~ 
Reuben Dale Park~:r ·, ·, :. 
William A: Park.e·r .... \ ·; 
Caleb N . . Parks _• •• -·:_-; 
Carman M. Park·~· ·.· _";;~ 
Edgar P. P,ar~s ' . ,' ; :.;·~, 
Vance H, p·ark.er •• ··:·: 
Lloyd K. Park~r··, ': c:"l,: : 

R. Don Parker· • , '. _ ·• 
Roldon B .. Pa;ke;. • • , : • 
Raymond F. Park~- .: .. -<· 
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Joseph M . Parker 
Gardie D. Parrish 
Rupert A_. Parrish 
Chester L . Paschall 
Dudley D. Paschall 
Fre-d Paschall 
Joe D. Paschall 
Marvin C, Paschall 
Melton Paschall 
W ildy H. Paschall 
James C .- Paschall 
J. D. Paschall 
Howard 0. Paschall 
Ralph M. Paschall 
Ralph W. Paschall 
N . P. Paschall 
Walter E . Paschall 
James C. Paschall 
Charles N. Pate 
James H . Patterson 
Ralph S. Patterson 
Randall Patterson 
Wm. E. Patterson 
L . G. Pea 
Rufus C. Pennington 
Hugh B. Perdue 
W. Paul Perdue 
Sam. Petillo 
Charles W. Perry 
Clarence H. Perry 
Abner Parker Patton 
J ewe 1 He rm:an Perry . 
Lloyd F. Perry 
Neville P . Perry 
Walter .B.- Perry 
William E . Perry 
Frank Petty 
Geo-rge G. Petty 
Vaniker Phelps 
E l v i n C. Phillips 
Edward J. Phillips 
Edward Phillips 
Moze 11 Phillips 
R. P. Phillips 
Edward T. Phillips 
J. T. Phillips 
Joe H. Phillips 
Joseph G. Phillips 
Thoma.s E. Pickard 
Robert H. Phillips 
Carlos Pierce 
Frelon Pierce 
Jamres Pierce 
Leonard K. Pinkley, Jr. 
W. J. Pitmas 
lb.eo11, E. P o gue 
Cha.rlerS W ~ Pigg 

Forrest C. Pogue, Jr. 
Landis G . Pogue 
William F. Pollard 
Walter L. Polly 
Albe rt Allan Poole 
Carl W. Poyner 
William Pogue 
Harry L. Potts 
Ted M. Potts 
J. B. Poyner 
Edison H. Pritchett 
Harold H. Pritchett 
Harvey Pritchett 
Bynum Puckett 
Eulos A. Puckett 
Aaron J. Puckett 
Leonard Pritchett 
Rommie S. Puckett 
Floyd A. Pugh 
E -~ ?1.j amin E . Pu rdoro 

W. C . .Ragsdale 
Paul V. Ragsdale 
Billie G. Raspberry 
Ervin V. L. Raspber?,"y 
Farley Raspbel,"'.ry 
Hugh D. Raspberry 
Jame A. Raspberry 
James C. Ratteree 
Lloyd T. Ratterree·, "Jr. 
Norman Aubrey Ray 
Jones Benell Rea-ves 
J. W. Redden 
Ralph Redden 
Thomas W. ·Redden 
Wesley Redden 
James Redden 
J. N. Reed, Jr. 
Glen N . Reeder 
Lyman Edmond Reeder 

· James T . Reeves 
Mac on E . Richman 
John C. Richardson 
Joe B. Richardson 
James C. Rickman 
Alton B . Ridings 
B. T. Riggins 
Talmadge Riley 
Talmadge Riley 
Ralph Riley 
Kelly Rhodes 
Eugene D . Roach 
Herman E. Roach 
Ernest E. Roberson 
A. E . Roane 
Halford B. Rhodes 
Arley H . Robertson 
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Harley A. Roberson 
Darwin L. Roberts 
Hollis Roberts 
Charles E. Roberts 
James Thos. Roberts 
Mark Keys Roberts. 
Wade I. Roberts 
Billie Robertson 
Charles L . Robertson 
Flavil M. Robertson 
Geo. F. Robertson­
Ral ph Robertson 
Virgil Robertson • 
James W . Robinson 
Barber Rogers 
Charles F. Rogers 
Hollis J. Roge-rs • 
Howard Rogers •• > : 
James A . Rogers -
I. W. Rogers, Jr: -
Kelley Rogers ". .. 
Pat Lee Ro.ge-rs 
Graham Rogers . 
Bernice Ray Roger..s- _ 
Virgil K . Rogers • , ··~ 
Allen B. Rose • ' • • 
Roy G. Rose 
Harlan Rolfe • 
Ray Rolfe -
B illy l.·.Ross • 
Jesse S. Ros.s 
Charles R. Ros.s 
Joe Ross • 
Ro be rt H. Ross 
Pat R. Rowland 
Robert L . Rowland 
L. V. Wayne Ross 
Jesse· Rushing • 
A . Fount Russell • 
Augustus W. Russell 
Wesley P. -Russell 
C·ody 1-:{. Russel~ 
Edwin RusseH 
Z. B. Russell, Jr. 
Henry F. Russell 
J. C . Russell 
J _,::_1y B. Russell 
John W. N. Russell 
James Pete Rutledge 
Charles B . Ryan 
Frank Lair d Ryan 
Jean L. Ryan 
Louis Chas. Ryan 

Thomas R. Sammons 
Billy Joe Sanders 
Cleo Scarbrough 



Clellon Dee Sanders 
Clyde M . Scarborough 
Crawford B. Scarbrough 
Frank E. Scarbrough 
Noble Scarbrough 
Earl F . Scher ffius 
Sampson Schroader 
Outra Schroader 
F r ederick T . Shultz, J r. 
Floyd Edward Scott 
John Ed Scott 
Stanford J . Schroader 
Wm. B. Schroader 
Erive R. Schroader 
Thomas C . Scruggs 
Henry B. Scott 
George B. Scott 
Fred Shackelford 
John A. Shekell 
James B. Shekell 
Joseph C . She\~11 
Jessie A. Shekell 
Charles E. Shelton 
Lowry Amos Swnners 
Vesta L . Shelton 
Thomas H. Shelton 
William G. Shelton 
Holland C. Shelton 
Jesse 0. Shelton 
R. C. Sheridan 
Cletus C. Shipley 
John Shroat 
Edward !YI. Shroat 
Wm. D. Shoemaker · 
Lloyd Sills 
James 0 . Sim.s 
Quinton A. Sims 
Talmadge Sims 
Herbert Skinner 
Donald Skaggs 
Kenneth Slaughter 
Harry M. Sledd 
Joseph Ed Sledd 
Thomas tlugh Sledd 
Beorge B . Sloan 
Aubrey Cl~y Smith 
Gleatus Smith 
Dorothy Sue Smith 
G. C . Smith 
Gaston Smith 
James H. Smith 
James Leon Smith 

. Harmon Smith 
James Loyd Smith 
James R. Smith 
Nolan .Ediw. Smith 
James ~- Smith 

Roy B. Smith 
Thomas J. Smith 
Rudy C. Smith 
Taylor W. Smith 
Albert B . Smith 
James P. Smith· 
Horace C. Smith 
Ross Brown Smith 
James N. Smitjl 
Kide 11 Smith 
Lloyd Henry Smith 
Wade Smith 
Walter C. Smith 
Wilford L. Smith 
Wm. V, Smith 
Albert H. Smotherman 
Eugene R. Smothe rmap 
Jos. R . Smotherman, Jr. 
John L. Smotherman 
C.harles Sparks 
Ollie J . Sparks 
Bennie Bell Spann 
Calvin Dalton Spann 
Joh;n C. Spann 
~oyce Spann 
William 0. ~pencer • 
F. H. Spiceland, Jr. 
Will Stafford, Jr. 
Samuel Edw. ·Spiceland 
Bu.el E. Sta:Us • • 
Lonnie E. Sta:11s 
vV al ter, E. Stalls 
Vernon E . Stalls 
€1iarles H . Stamps 
Zack B. Staples 
Calvin W. Starks 
Elmus Starks 
J:a:mes T . Stark 
Ray G. Stark 

. Charles B. Stark 
Douglas B -. Starks 
Harod F. Starks 
James W. Starks 
Joe Ed Starks 
Louis G. Starks 
Roy C. Starks 
Charles Ray.Steele 
James D. Starks 
Reuben B . Starks 
Howell T. Starks 
Chester E . Steele 
Geo. W . Steele 
James H. Steele 
Connie L. Steele 
Charles R . Stee-le 
James R . Steele 
Robert. F . Steele 
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Will Frank Steely • 
John E . Stevens 
Raymond G. Stevens 
R . C. Stewart 
Joe Hal Stewart 
Charlie C. Stiles 
Wildy G . Stile~ 
Jake· W .. ijtile s 
L. C. Stiles 
Albe rt Lee Stone • 
Chester Ste.ne 
Duv~l Stone 
Howard R. Stone 
John W. Story 
Charles M. Stol"y 
Randolph L. Story 
James D. Story 
J . B. Story 
Ural G. Story 
Billie J. Strader 
ChaTles E. Strader 
Chaitles C. Stroud 
James D. Stroud • 
Louis J. Stroup : 
Charles L. Stubblefield 
Cohen Stubblefield • 
Willie o. Suite·T 
Robt. J. Stubblefieid 
Frank A. Stubblefield 
Cody L. Suiter . • 
Edwin Ray Suiter 
Harley M. Suiter 
Laury Amos Smnner 
Noble- Sui,te.r . • 

. Clarence W. Sullivan 
Robel!'t E. Swann • 
Roy Hoffman Swann 
Wm. James Swann 
C-leo Sykes 
L.A. Sykes 
Blaine Sykes 
Hafford G. Sills· 
William L. Sims 
Joe M . Sirls 
Joe R. Sims 
W • M. Slayden 

William R . Tabers 
James Lewi s Tabers 
Joshua H . Tabers 
Joe E. Tarry Jr 
Codie A. Tayior • 
Tommye D. Taylor 
Henry C. Taylor 
John F. Taylor 
H . Boyce Taylor 
Starkie K . 'I'homa.s 



Ewing I. Thompson 
Eurie B. Thompson 
Charles M. Thompson 
James F. Thompson 
John David Thompson 
Lloyd Ralph Thompson 
Otiste Thompson 
Robert A. Thompson 
Paul H. Thornton 
Taz L . Thornton 
Marshall D. Thompson 
Aubrey H. Thurman 
Howell B. Thurman 
Galen M . Thurman, Jr. 
James C. Thurman 
Wm. H. Thurman 
J a.mes P. Thurman 
John S. Thurm.an 
Samuel E. Thurman 
Edwin M. Thurmond 
James W. Thurmond 
J. Benj. Thurmond 
J. W . Thurmond 
Ralph H. Tidwell 
Willard L. Thweatt 
Plas L. Tidwell 
Wm. R. 'Billie' Tidwell 
J . T . Tidwell 
Elmo Tinsley 
Leon C. Tinsley 
Jonathan D. Tinsley 
BenM Todd 
Chester Lee Todd 
Dewey .Juinton Todd 
Herman C. Todd 
Ivie C. Todd 
Marvin Todd 
Tommie L. Todd 
Vester B. Todd 
Ray Treon, Jr. 
Herman C . Treas 
Henry C. Treas 
Elwood Treas 
Thomas R. Tripp 
Vernon Trevathan 
Lee M. Travis 
Tom Edd Travis 
Waiter E. T revatha.n 
Joe Pat Trevathan 
John H. T rotte,r 
Brown C. Tucker 
Freed H. Tucker 
L.B. Tucker 
Loren Tucker 
Q. B. Turnbow, Jr. 
Robert Lee Turnbow 
Dewey Ben Tu:rnbow 

Jewell T . Turnbow 
Randall M . Turnbow 
Thomas P. Turnbow 
Archie D. Turbyfield 
Truman E. Turner 
Carlos 0. Tutt 
Robert E. Turner 
Alden Turner 
Hughie N. Turner 
Robert C. Turner 
Max W. Tutt 

John B. Underwood 
William T . Utley 
Charlie B. Underwood 
Billy Joe Utterback 

Coffield Vance 
Edwin Vance 
James Vance 
Robert E . Vance; 
Noble Allen :Vasseur 
Cla:ud Edw. Vaughn 
Clough C. Venable 
Freeman A. Venable 
Hennan K. Ve11-able 
Lubie L. Ve ale 
Brona Park~ Vick 
Rodney K. Vickers 
Durward B. Walker 
James M. V mson 

Clarence A. Wadkins 
Hollis Wade Walker 
J. C. Walker 
Charles G. Walker 
Hudie R. Walker· 
Jesse V. Walker 
Joseph R. Walker 
Lowell Edgar Walker 
Marshall H. Walker 
Leonard W. Walker 
Isaac Wallace 
Clement Waldrop 
James Thos. Walston 
J Ofu:.ny a. Walston 
Charles G. Walsh 
Thomas W. Walston 
William G. Walston 
James H. Ward 
Joe Ward 
Will Rob Walston 
Joe Pat Ward 
Dac~e T. Wa:rren 
Robert C. Ward 
Robt . . Edw. Washam 
Edgar Lee Washburn 
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Edgar L. Washburn 
Luther Washburn 
Martin L . Washburn 
James H. Washer . 
Merlin N. Washer 
Edwin H. Waterfield 
A. B. Waters 
Sidney A. Waters 
Aubrey J. War~en 
Diuguid S. Warren 
Edwin Warren 
Earl Waters 
Harry 0. Waters 
Robert L. Wa-ters 
Robt. Henry Watson 
James H. Waters 
S. J. Waters 
Albert L. Watson 
Dwight L. Watson 
Gene E. Wat'son 
Relda B. Watson 
Hugh N, Watkins 
Glenn D. Watkins 
Robed E. Weaks 
George H. Weak.-s 
~at Wear 
Maurice Wea.ks 
Tom Wear . 
John Robt. Weatherly · 
Holland Webb 
Teddy Webb 
Urban Webb 
Jean L. Weeks 
John M. Weeks 
Wm. I. Welch 
Coda Weatherfo,rd 
James D. Weatherford 
Auburn J. Wells 
Euel R . Wells 
Harding R. Wells 
0. C. Wells 
Oran Wells 
Fred M. Wells 
James R. Wells 
Voris Wells 
Wm. F. Wells 
Calvin Orr West 
Edward F. West 
Edward Mason Nest 
Ha.ran B . West 
Huel West 
William West 
Joe G. Wheeler 
Gerald B. Wheeler 
Woodrow Wheeler 
Joe C. Wilson 
Char le s 0 . White 



Lamar A. White 
Gene W. White 
James E . White 
James Ralph White 
James W. White 
Otley Esco White 
Ralph P. White 
Ralph White 
Robert H. White 
Woodrow White 
James B. Whitnell 
Wm. Edw. Whitnell 
Buford T . Wicker 
J. P. Wicke r 
Ralph W. Wilcox 
Richard H. Wilcox 
Fred Wilkerson 
T. F. Wilkerson 
Wm. H. Wilkins 
Thos. F. Wilkinson 
James C. Wilkers on 
Cook Wilkinson 
Rudy C. Wilkinson 

··w ils on T. Wilkins on 
Aubrey R. Williams 
Carlos E. Williams 
Carlton Williams 
Chas. H. Williams 
Chas. J. Williams 
Charles J. Williams 
Charles L. Williams 
Plomer J. Williams 
Robt. J. Williams 
Robt. M . • Williams 
Earl R. Williams 
Harding C. Williams 
Her be rt R. Williams 
Homer F. Williams 
Clayton Williams 
James R. Williams 
J. C. Williams 
John D. Williams 
Ruth Williams 
Sidney B. Williams 
'r,oy Williams 
Wilburn W. Williams 
J. D. Williams 
Oren L. Williams 
David L . Willis, Jr. 
Henry B. Willoughby 
Jesse F. Willoughby 
Albert L. Wilson 
H. W. Wilson 
John C. Willoughby 
A. G. Wilson 
Beford Wilson 
Boyce Wilson 

Burie G. Wilson 
Charles H. Wilson 
Charles L. Wilson 
Earl Nix Wilson 
Geo. Robt. Wilson • •.• 
Geo. C . Wilson ' 
James C. Wilson 
James Claud Wilson 
James G. Wilsqn • • • 
James Leslie Wilson 
James Wilson 
Jay W. Wilson 
John P. Wilson 
Lester A. Wilson 
Olice C. Wilson 
Vernon C. Wilson 
Charles B. Wilson 
Geo. C. Wilson 
Wm. C. Wilson 
James C. Wilson 
Ted M. Wilson 
Wm. M. Wilson · 
Ewin C. Winchester 
Joe W. Wimoerly 
Joseph D. West .. 
Jesse L. Wincheste·1: 
Harold 0. Winchester 
Joseph W. Winchester, Jr. 
Pliny A. Winchester · 
Joe Windsor . • • 
Cecil J . . Windso·'r 
Ira S. Windsor 
Herman C . Witty ,. 
Hubert E. Witty - : •• 
Owen A. Witty 
Bernice Wisehart .. 
James W. • Witherspoon 
Norman B. Wofford· ·. 
Louis • J. Wolfe 
Robert·L. Woodall . ' 
Ma~y Willodean 
Thurman W omm.ack : 
James Afton Woodall 
Rupe rt L. Woodall 
G. W. Wood 
Eura Othis Woods 
Orville Woods 
Leonard Wood 
Ulis Woods 
Elmo Workman 
L. D. Workman 
Chauncey D. Worley 
Alire~ H. Wright 
Charlie D. Wright 
James T. Wright 
Wayne Wright . . 
Dallas E. w rye 
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Floyd R. Wrye 
Loyd H. Wyatt 
Novice Wyatt 
Tom Wyatt 
James D. Wynn· 
James C. Wynn 
Ray Nelson Waggoner 
Wm. L. ·Washburn' · : 

Lynvflle R. • Yates • - • 
Gus D. Y.arbrou-gh • : 
Odie F. Youngblood ·· 
Taz Youngblood 
Ted 0. Youngblood • • 
Alf red H . Young ' : 
Harold C. Young · • · 
Robert Young .' . • . •:, .. 
Melvin··Yo~ng . ·- • • 
Jack R. Yo~g . • ,· . . •. ' .. 
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