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Introduction

How to research Calloway County, 
Kentucky, World War II veterans and the 
places they served?

All Together



Who Served?

“Heroes World War II Supplement,” Ledger & Times, Murray, 
KY, 1946. 10 installments. 2,232 Individuals.

Honor List of World War II Dead and Missing (Washington, 
DC: U.S. Department of War, 1946).
39 individuals.

Record Group 147, Records of the Selective Service System, 
National Archives, College Park, MD. 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/

Murray State University Records for Students, Faculty, and 
Staff



Where are the Records?
• National Archives

• NARA II, College Park, MD (Unit Records)

• NARA St. Louis, MO (Personnel Files & IDPFs)

• Service History Programs

• U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center, Carlisle, 
PA

• U.S. Air Force Historical Research Agency, Maxwell 
AFB, AL

• Naval History and Heritage Command, Washington, 
DC

• Marine Corps History Division, Quantico, VA

• Library of Congress, Washington, DC

• State and Local Repositories

• Non-Profit Entities (such as National World War II 
Museum, New Orleans, LA)

• College and University Archives



Sgt. Forrest C. Pogue
Murray State Teachers College
U.S. Army Combat Historian
European Theater of Operations

Forrest C. Pogue to John A. 
Kemper, June 20, 1944, 
Normandy, France, Box 10, 
Entry 1039, Record Group 
319, Records of the Army 
Staff, National Archives and 
Records Administration, 
College Park, MD.



Geographic & 
Occupational 
Diversity

• J. B. Bailey, Radioman First Class, U.S. Navy, USS Farragut III (DDG-348), 
Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941.

• Richard Payne, Private, U.S. Army, 457th Quartermaster Laundry 
Company, European Theater of Operations.

• Geraldine Brandon, Women’s Army Corps, U.S. Army Air Forces Regional 
Hospital No. 1, Coral Gables, FL.





Private Alvis Calhoon

1. World War II Honor List (War 
Department, 1946).

2. Individual Deceased 
Personnel File, NARA, St. 
Louis.

3. 149th Infantry Regiment 
Records, Record Group 407, 
NARA II, College Park.

4. Armed Guard Logs, Record 
Group 24, NARA II, College 
Park.



Private Alvis Calhoon

149th Infantry Regiment, Killed in Action, 
December 5, 1944, Leyte, Philippines

“Our ship was under constant attack throughout the day 
by dive bombers. The gun crew on the ship shot down 
three Jap planes. The last plane had its tail shot off . . . It 
crashed into hold No. 1 and under the forward gun tub. . . . 
I should like to recommend Medals of Honor to the 
following: . . . Pfc Calhoon, Alvis, 35102117, Company M, 
KIA . . . .” 

Memorandum, December 8, 1944, Box 8554, Entry 427, 
Record Group 407, Records of the Adjutant General's 
Office, NARA II, College Park, MD.



Herman E. Roberts, Jr., Second 
Lieutenant, U.S. Army Air Forces

854th Bomb Squadron, 491st Bomb Group, 
U.S. Army Air Force, European Theater of 
Operations. 

Finding of Death, November 26, 1944

1. World War II Honor List (War Department, 
1946).

2. Individual Deceased Personnel File, NARA, 
St. Louis, MO.

3. Missing Air Crew Report, Record Group  92, 
Records of the Office of the Quartermaster 
General, NARA, College Park.

4. Unit History, U.S. Air Force Historical 
Research Agency, Maxwell AFB, AL.



Discussion

Forward: All Together

• How to research Calloway 
County, Kentucky, World War II 
veterans and the places they 
served?

• How to build a coalition of 
researchers?

• How to capture, preserve, and 
perpetuate knowledge of the past? 


