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Introduction

How to research Calloway County,
Kentucky, World War Il veterans and the
places they served?

All Together
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HEROES WORLD WAR I

CALLOWAY COUNTY, KENTUCKY

. ATE

Who Served?

“Heroes World War Il Supplement,” Ledger & Times, Murray,
KY, 1946. 10 installments. 2,232 Individuals.

Honor List of World War Il Dead and Missing (Washington,
DC: U.S. Department of War, 1946).
39 individuals.

Record Group 147, Records of the Selective Service System,
National Archives, College Park, MD.
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/

Murray State University Records for Students, Faculty, and
Staff
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"'E'Li Where are the Records?

|

¥
. * National Archives

e e - * NARA I, College Park, MD (Unit Records)
| * NARA St. Louis, MO (Personnel Files & IDPFs)

* Service History Programs

U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center, Carlisle,
PA

U.S. Air Force Historical Research Agency, Maxwell
AFB, AL

Naval History and Heritage Command, Washington,
DC

Marine Corps History Division, Quantico, VA

 Library of Congress, Washington, DC
» State and Local Repositories

* Non-Profit Entities (such as National World War Il
Museum, New Orleans, LA)

* College and University Archives
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We have inspected moat of the emplacementz which have been
¢leared and heve viaited some observation posts inland.

On onr sacond day here, we began to oontact unite
which landed early, The Lt. znd I went to one of the Hg and
started the task of reacnatructing the story of the landing.

I went to one of the ragiments and movad slowly all the way
down %o each company in it, talking to ths privates, noncoms
and many of the officers, I have meds no attempi to get to
gomeral officers, since 1t ie somewhat eamier for the Li.

to make those contacts and since they are rather busy. Two
of the units we wgnt to see have Déen on the move almost
constEntly. We atate our business without being apologetic
and withouk being intrusive. Nost of them have sows idsz of
our prograp {from the memovandum) and indicate willlngneas te
belp, Ye try nov to distudd them, If & man is digeing, we
teke our notes on the zide of the foxhole; if he is clsaning
his rifle, we barrow some paiches and work on pur weapon

too. I got lats of information from some spldiers dy acting
a8 interpretar for them and I found thet one day when I carried
along a bottle o wine which bad besn given me, 1% helped to
gain entree. y

The lieutenant has ssveral friends among carrasg=
pondents pver here and they have given him aoma leade. I ran
into Brnie Pyle, Jack Thompeon, Whitehead and another corras-
pendent the other day. They asked me about our work and
geemed incerested,

There hae besn n¢ trouble im getting men to
talk seriomaly about thie astion, I tell them what I want
to kmow and they begin %o call ia noncome and officers to
help sattle vegue points. Sometimes 10 or 15 will de gathered
around, We drag out mapas sad they poinu out the way they
cans pver the ridge mnd then reached thatir pressnt objective,
¥e carry our ratione, dut we are nsually Invited in. 4t
various Hy we heve found the personnel helpful. One Sgt.
eaw to it that several officers geve ua their stories, while
they wers stopping by at his plage.

Onr work.has not been completely satisfactary
$0 us, despite onr good fortune in some mstters, NWe have Deen
uoadle to contaot soms of the units bscauss they are moving.

It i difficals for the two of us to cover ail that we shanld
1ike to gover, dut we are trying to enllist the help of oom-
petent people ak each unit who will do mmch of the work for us,

i
We ara living in the field and maturally find,
a8 oyhers did in the Pacifie and Italy, that mach of our time
is taken up in living and moviag. We have mo trouble in per=
mading tke troops that we underatend somevhing of thelr
experience, since ws lonk about as battle warn tg they da.
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Forrest C. Pogue to John A.
Kemper, June 20, 1944,
Normandy, France, Box 10,
Entry 1039, Record Group
319, Records of the Army
Staff, National Archives and
Records Administration,
College Park, MD.

Sgt. Forrest C. Pogue

Murray State Teachers College
U.S. Army Combat Historian
European Theater of Operations



Geographic &
Occupational
Diversity

* J. B. Bailey, Radioman First Class, U.S. Navy, USS Farragut Ill (DDG-348),
Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941.

* Richard Payne, Private, U.S. Army, 457th Quartermaster Laundry
Company, European Theater of Operations.

* Geraldine Brandon, Women’s Army Corps, U.S. Army Air Forces Regional
Hospital No. 1, Coral Gables, FL.
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“Our ship was under constant attack throughout the day

Private Alvis Calhoon

149th Infantry Regiment, Killed in Action,

December 5, 1944, Leyte, Philippines

by dive bombers. The gun crew on the ship shot down
three Jap planes. The last plane had its tail shot off . . . It

crashed into hold No. 1 and under the forward gun tub. ...

| should like to recommend Medals of Honor to the

following: . . . Pfc Calhoon, Alvis, 35102117, Company M,
KIA....

”

Memorandum, December 8, 1944, Box 8554, Entry 427,
Record Group 407, Records of the Adjutant General's
Office, NARA I, College Park, MD.
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Herman E. Roberts, Jr., Second
Lieutenant, U.S. Army Air Forces

854th Bomb Squadron, 491st Bomb Group,
U.S. Army Air Force, European Theater of
Operations.

Finding of Death, November 26, 1944

1. World War Il Honor List (War Department,
1946).

2. Individual Deceased Personnel File, NARA,
St. Louis, MO.

3. Missing Air Crew Report, Record Group 92,
Records of the Office of the Quartermaster
General, NARA, College Park.

4. Unit History, U.S. Air Force Historical
Research Agency, Maxwell AFB, AL.




Discussion

Forward: All Together

* How to research Calloway
County, Kentucky, World War Il
veterans and the places they
served?

* How to build a coalition of
researchers?

* How to capture, preserve, and
perpetuate knowledge of the past?
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