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~~on fire, 1245 hours A/C HF (Pilot-Simons)

T VW GRUEIDELEZILIAL
STATEMENTS TAKEV AT INTTHIOGATYON:
Qaptain Lester Bridges 0-35158) A/ 746 ¥V

14(8) B-24's shot down 1233-1242 hours, four at 1244 hours,
ene at 1300 hours-about twenty clmuiea seen-jumps nat delayed.

2nd Lk, Dorold B, Elldott 0-817643 A/C 482 W

1245-Hanmover-three B-24's from our group seen 0 go down-sky
full of chutea.

2nd Lt, Harold L. Fandell 0-627771 A/C 164 J¥

1245 hours-one plane from thia group go dovm after attack.
B-24 073 Bar B (Pilot-Bemett)-came up and joined lead squadron-
then slid under-neath-lartin turret misaing-large hole in wing -
last seen at 1508 hours atill losing distance.

lgt Lt. William i\, Gzeey 0-606255 A,C 462 Iy

™wo A/C from high squadron -~ left wing came off - 3,000 feet
below formatiom - 3 chutea 22,000 feet -~ Wing blew up - poesibly

" 4wo almutes.

lat Lt. Howard D. Hunnter 0-764681 A/C 156 F

One ghip from low aquadron - 3 chites - one ship at 3 o'celock
downed hy 190 ~ a0 ahutes.

lst Lt, William B, Martin 0-607663
Two B-24's at target cut of control - 2 almites from aone.

Captain Joseph R, iletcalf 0-684203 A/C 622 L
Five B-24's go down out of the high squadxon.
lst Lt, BEdgar L. Murff (~804490 A/C 680 W

High aquadron hit 1242 - four ships from high aquadron dowm -
Three from low squadron (six chutes seen)

lst Lt, Charles N. Haney O-606568 4A/C 735 Zf

Five B-24's seen blow up or peel out of Low Squadron, 2 chutes
geen from ship flying no, 3 in lead element low squadron. & ather
B-24's down about 16-20 chutes seen.
det Lt, James K, Wanzel O=-899881 A/C 294 Gf

1237 hours - Two B-24's were seen to go down in flamea, Total af
§ chutes seen at 1237 1/2 at wvicinity of terget, 1240 hours - 2
B-24's were reported to go down - At 1251 A/C 107 (Pilot~Weitz) and
485 K (Pilot-Butler) went dowm.
lst Lt., Shelton J. Wrath 0-821390 A/C 459 B

A/C 107 (Pilot-Weitz) 3 ciutea, A/C 007 s APﬂot—Tm:m) Bombay

on fire - seen to go down.

A/C 108 A- (Pilot-Vukoviah) Bombey an fire,
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HEADQUARTERS, ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

August 1945

Staff Sergeant Kenneth M, Peiffer, 13158746
F.....-v—""—"'-__‘.\l

Commanding Officer
1070th B M Patient Detachment
St. Petersburg, Florida

1. It is requested that Sergeant Peiffer be interrogated with re-
ference to any information he may k¥now concerning the whereabouts of
Second Lieutenant Michael Krivonak.

- _—

2. Lieutenant Krivonak was the co-pilot of the bomber of which
Sergeant Peiffer was the tail gunner, and was reported missing 26 November
1944, on a mission to Misburg, Germany.

3. Three members were reported killed in action, Serseants DiFilippo,
Deweber, and Carmichael. The remaining six are still unacccunted for.

BY COMMAND OG GENERAL ARNOLD:

k! HeeX

. w. mD
Major, Air Corps
Chief, Notification Branch
Personal Affairs Division
Asat Chief of Air Staff - 1

BS=2/201 lst Ind. JAG;mr
Hq. AAF.Convalescent Hospital, St. Petersburg, 5, Florida, 31 Aug 1945

TO: Commanding General, Ammy Air Forces, Washington 25, D. C.
ATTENTION: Chief, Personal Affairs Division.

Attached hereto affidavit concerning =subject enlisted man's knowledge
and whereabouts of Secord Lieutenant Michael Krovinak.

™R THE COMMANDY NG OFFICER:

Apatell,
Incl - 1 . § JOSEPH A, GRABILL
Affidavit-Sgt.Pei ffer . Captain, MAC
Adjutant
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Psrscnally appeared before me, the urersigned, suthority
for administering ocaths in cases of this character, one Kenneth
M. Peiffer, Staff Sergeant, 13158746, Detachment of Patients,
AAF Convalescent Hospital, St, Petersburg, Florida, and being
duly sworn accarding to law, deposes and says:

le On 26 November 1944, I was a member of 491st Bomb
Group, 854th Pomb Squadron. On that date we were ordered to
bomb a target in Misburg, Germany., Second Lieutenant Michael
Krivonak was the co-pilot of my ship when we embarked on this
mission, axd the last time I saw him was shortly before take-
off. I did not see him at any time thsreafter because I was
the tall gunner and he was all the way up front.

2. While on the way to the target but before we reiched
it, our plane was shot down by enemy air-craft., Due to direct
hite upon the ship, the in%erphone system was shot away and the
plane cauvght fire in my vicinity, and for that reason could not
see anything that was going on up front, It was at this time
that I bailed out through the tail,

3« is I descended, I noticed three or four parachutes
flosting, but did not know who the men were. Upon landing near
Minden Germany, I was immediately captured.

L« Several days later, while a patient in a German
hospital in Minden, » German Intelligence Officer told me
that he had seen eeven men parachute out of the planc, but I
never learned their identity,

5 I am unable to venture any opinion comrerning the
whereabouts of Lieutenant Krivonak.

TH M. PEIFFER //
Staff Sergeant, 12152746

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 31st day of August 1945,

/ﬂ 1
/,C')Z' ‘ 4 ;?M’A ,a‘-" c‘/'(// \
/’ JOSEPH A. GRABILL
(- Captain, MAC

Adjutant






